¥ -

HIGASHINO KEI1GO
e D A alls Sy
N )T (o)

3 ._ 5
NGOINHA Clig

Gia dinh chinh la ]~:htfmg ngimg

- —

- .

yéu thuang va khong bao gid bé cude

o l'.i-""‘

3 Y,

R : Minthoaks
SN PR v
' +".5'.--.=' S RTLRAAT T . e

i LTI

L Yy 4 4" L] L]

wk}r{ R L e g e LI RR L A B
& 0 1 Y] b F

5 ﬁ::'h' Ak AT LA A

SACH MO'I.NET - EBOOK




1 Starsucks I NAT Dl @

— A T Q
(=) MncA prelll NAN 1945

THU VIEN EBOOK
SACH MOI.NET

HANG NGHIN DAU SACH HAY DANG CHO BAN
WWW.SACHMOINET



MO DAU

Tt mot dai 16 rong thénh thang, nhiéu 6 to qua lai, ré vao mdt 161 nho
roi di sdu vao tan bén trong, ta sé thdy ngdi nha d6. Nhitng ngdi nha chung
quanh ciing kha 16n, nhung toa nha ndy dic biét noi bat. Mdi 1an tan truong
vé ngang qua cong ngdi nha, Sougo thudng nghi chic tir ‘biét thy’ 1a dé chi
nhirng ngdi nha nhu thé nay day. Khong biét ai & trong d6 nhi? Cau ciing
hay tudong twong dén chuyén d6. Chic chan phai la nguoi gidu c6 lam roi.
Vuon nha c6 bé boi khong? Ho c6 nudi con chd nio to ¢& con bo khong
nhi?

Canh cong dugc cham khic nhimg hoa vian that dep. Mdi lan nhin
ngam, Sougo lai nay 1én ham mudn dugc nhom vao bén trong qua nhiing
k& ha. S& di ciu bé co thé kim nén lai chi vi nghi nhitng ‘biét thy’ nhu thé
nay han s& c6 nguoi dang so nao d6 gac cira.

Thé roi mot co hoi tuyét hao da dén bat ngo.

b6 1a mdt ngay gi6 16n. Vura co chéng lai con g16 nguoc chiéu, ciu bé
vira budc di, chiéc mii bong chay dang ddi bi gi6 thoi bay véo ra phia sau.
Khi cdu bé voi vang quay lai nhin, d3 thay chiéc mil bay vuot qua hang rao.

Hang rao ngoi biét thy do.

Lam sao ddy? Sougo nghi. Hay la bam chudng nho nguoi trong nha
nhat ho nhi?

Cau bé can nhac trong khi tién lai gan, canh cong luc nao ciing dong
kin, ngady hom 4y dot nhién lai mo he hé. Nhu thé moi goi cdu budc vao.
Hinh nhu ciing chang c6 ngudi gac cira dang so nao ca.

Sougo s¢ sét déy canh céng ra. Néu bi ai phat hién, cirt bdo mi bi gid
thoi bay vao san 1a duogc thoi.

Cau bé dat chan vao bén trong, ngém nghia can bi¢t thu. D6 1a mot toa
nha hai tang, kiéu thuong thay trén may bo phim nudc ngoai. Khong co bé

boi, nhung khu vuon rat rong rai.



Khi nhin xuéng chan minh, cau théy mot con duong lat da hep dai, dan
dén tan hién nha. Ngo nghiéng sang hai bén, Sougo tim thay cai mii cta
minh. N6 roi canh mé tudng. Ngay gan noi d6 1a mot 6 cira so.

Duong nhu c6 ai d6 nén cau bé vira quan sat cua sO vira tién lai gﬁn. O
ctra kéo rém nén thay rd bén trong. Mé ria ngoai ctra s0, ngudi ta trang tri
bang hoa hong. Loai hoa hong dé.

Cui xubng nhit mil xong, mat cau bé lai bat gip 6 ctra s6 gan d6. O ctra
s6 nim & d6 cao vira du dé ciu hoi ruén minh 1én 1a nhin duoc vao bén
trong. Cau ding ¢ dudi d6, bam vao khung cira s6, hoi kiéng chan mot
chut.

Cau bé thiy cdy dén treo trén tran, roi tiép theo 1a thay cai dong ho treo
tuong. Khi nghén c6 ¢ nhin thap xudng dudi chat nita, mot bong nguoi
hién ra trong tam mat. Giat ban minh, ciu vi rut cd lai.

Nhung khi Sougo 1én nhin lai, héa ra d6 chi 1a mdt co be, lai c6 vé nhu
dang say ngu.

Rudn cb 1én nhin thi khong sai ti ndo. C6 bé mic 4o len do, ngdi ngl
trén xe lan.

C6 vé nhu ciing tdm tudi Sougo. M4 trang, mdi hong, 16ng mi dai.
Nguc phap phong déu dan. Nhu c6 thé nghe thiy ca tiéng ngay nho nho.

Tai sao lai la xe lan nhi? Co khi nao chan cau cfy bi tdt khong?

Sougo roi khoi khung ctra sd, di bd ra phia cong. Ra dén bén ngoai, cau
khép canh cong lai nhu cii roi lai men theo con dudng ve.

Ké tir ngay hom 4y, hinh anh c6 bé khong lic nao roi khoi tam tri cau.
Cau hay thdy minh nghi dén c6 bé ay. Lan da tring iy, khuon miéng nhu
canh hoa xinh xin 4y, c4 hang mi dai diém quanh khoe mat nita. Ké tir khi
sinh ra, 1an dau tién cdu méi ¢ cam giac nhu thé nay.

Kiéu gi thi kiéu, cdu mubn gip lai c6 bé thém lan nita - Mdi lan di

ngang qua ngoi1 biét thy, ciu déu nghi thé. Dau lac d6 khong thuc su gap



ngudi ta. Chi ngam nhin tir cira so.

Hay lai ldy cai mil lam 1y do? Nhung néu khong phai ngay gi6 to nhu
thé, nguoi ta s& phat hién ra minh dang néi déi mat.

ROi dén mot ngdy, mot v tudong hay ho chot nay ra. Sougo nhit ra
khong can thiét phai 1a mii. Cau bé gp mot chiéc may bay gidy. Khi dén
trude cira biét thy, dam bao chéic chin khong c6 ai chung quanh roi ciu mai
phong chiéc may bay qua bén kia tuong rio.

Sau d6, cau bé bam chudng. Néu noi 1a mudn nhit lai cai may bay gidy,
chic ho s& cho minh vao nhi?

Cau c6 doi bao lau cling chang thay ai dap 10i. Lam sao day? Sougo day
thir canh ctra. Bat ngd 1 khong hé 6 thir gi can lai, canh ctra ¢t thé mo ra.

Cau bé do thir tinh hinh bén trong, dudng nhu khong c6 diu hiéu cua
bat cir ai. Chiéc may bay gidy Sougo phi vao, ndm ¢ lung ching con dudng
din dén hién nha. Dé nhit lai nd, ciu cham rai tién vé phia can nha, lai gr:fm
6 ctra sO lan trudc.

Hom nay rém che kin mit, chang nhin thay gi tir xa.

Cau dimg ngay dudi 6 ctra s6, rudén minh 1én nhom vao trong nhu hom
trude. Khi ap mat lai gén 0 ctra kinh, nhom qua khe rém, cau théy duoc bén
trong can phong.

Sougo that vong. Hinh nhu ¢6 bé khong c6 bén trong.

Cau roi khoi 6 ctra s6. Tl bo nd luc, di vé. Nhung khi cau bé di vé phia
canh céng thi no lai tr mé ra.

Vira ddy xe lin, nguoi phy nir tién vao. Nguoi d6 1ap tac dé y thay
Sougo, vo1 vé mat ngac nhién, c6 dirng chan, “Chau la ai? Sao lai ¢ day?”
Trong anh mét nguoi phu nit day veé trach ci.

Sougo tién lai gan, chia cho c6 4y xem cai may bay giay.

“Chau chi phong choi nhung 16 bi bay vao trong nay. Chau da goi

chudéng cura mai ma...”



Nguoi d6 vé mdt ban tin ban nghi, nhung khi nghe cau bé giai bay thi
noi: “A, ra thé,” réi gat gl v4i vé an tdm hon. Ngudi phu nir nay chac tim
tudi me Sougo. Tuy c6 vé hoi giy nhung guong mit rat xinh dep. Cau nhé
ra c6 nit dién vién guong mit trong ciing na na co.

Sougo nhin chiéc xe ldn. Co bé ay dang ngdi trén d6. Hom nay, c6 bé
mic mot bd d6 mau xanh, cb bé cling dang say ngu, y nhu lan trude.

“Sao thé?” Ngudi phu nit cit tiéng hoi.

“Da... khong co gi a.” Cau dap mot cdu chdng ché roi nhu ching biét
no6i gi khac. “Ban ay nga nhiéu nhi?”

Nguoi phu nt khé cuoi, “Ha, dung nhi,” roi stra lai cai chan dép trén
dui co bé.

“Chan ban 4y bj tat khong di dugc a?”

Cau héi cua Sougo khién nguol phu nir thodng 10 vé mat dang so.
Nhung rdi 1ap tirc chuyén thanh nu cudi.

“Trén thé gi6i ndy, c6 nhiéu dang ngudi lam. C6 ca nhimg dira tré
khong bi tat & chan nhung vi nhiéu Iy do ma khong thé di lai. Dén mot luc
ndo d6 chau s& hicu théi.”

Nhitng diéu ngudi phu nit néi, Sougo thdy that mo ho. Lai c6 ngudi
chan khéng bi tat nhung phai ngdi xe ldn sao?

Suy nghi méng lung vé diéu d6, Sougo lai nhin ¢6 bé mot 1an nita. “Ban
ay van chua day nhi?”

Ngudi phu nit c6 vé nhu 13 me c6 bé dé van cudi cuoi, lac dau.

“Unm... chic vay. Hom nay chéc ciing khong day dau.”

“HOm nay sao a?”

“U, hom nay d6,” nguoi phu nir ndi réi chdm rai day chiéc xe di. “Chao
chau nhé.”

“Chao ¢6 a,” Sougo cling ndi vay.

D6 1a 1an cudi cung cau di vao ngdi biét thy d6. Nhung Sougo lai chang



bao gio quén dugc guong mat cua co bé luén say ngu kia.

MBOi lan di qua ngdi biét thy - ma khong, nhiéu lac dau chiang c6 chuyén
gi, cau lai thay hinh anh c6 bé chap chon trong tri nho.

Du chan khong bi tat nhung cd bé dy lai khong thé di lai dugc 1a sao
nhi.

Chang biét tir luc nao, mdi khi nhé dén co bé, Sougo lai lién tudng dén
hinh anh nguoi ca. Nguoi ca khong thé di lai. Chinh vi vy méi phéi bao
boc ky ludng, gilr gin bén trong biét thy. Puong nhién, cdu khong thyc tam
nghi c6 bé do 1a nguoi ca.

Nhung 16i Sougo ciing chi nghi dén nhiing chuyén nhu thé trong giai
doan d6 ma thoi. Chang miy chdc, cdu ciing chang con nhé dén ‘nguoi ca’
nira.

Dén khi nhé lai, cling da 1a chuyén cua mai sau nay.



CHUONG MOT
Chi can quén di dém nay
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Khi ly vang trang ctia Kaoruko d can, nhan vién pha ché trong bo
trang phuc den tién lai gan.

“Thua quy khach, tiép theo quy vi dung gi a?” Nguoi d6 nhin Kaoruko
va Enokida Hiroki ngdi d6i dién c6 roi hoi.

“Tiép theo, t6i d3 goi mon bao ngu roi nhi?” Enokida néi vay véi ciu
nhan vién.

“Vang, thua quy khach.”

“Vay thi,” Enokida nhin Kaoruko va goi y, “Hai ly ruou tréng cho hop
v61 mon bao ngu nhé?”

“Vang, thé cling dugc a.”

Enokida cudi cudi gat gu, “Vay thi thé di,” rdi noi voi nhan vién.

“Vang, thua quy khach. Vay thi, quy khach thay nhiing mén nay sao
a?” Nhan vién mé thuc don, chi cho Enokida xem.

“Um, ctr thé di. Nho cau.”

Sau khi nhin c4u nhén vién cti minh r&i di khuét, Enokida noi, “Nhirng
lac thay con bin khodn, tot nhat 13 cir dé nguoi khac quyét dinh. Ctr gia vor
hiéu biét r6i chon phai loai rugu khong hop vi thi ciing chang biét nén céu
voi ai dung khong?”

Kaoruko hoi nghiéng dau, liéc xéo lai vé mat dep dé tre‘ing tréo kia.

“Pén ca bac si cling o lic cau gidn sao?”

Enokida cudi nhat. “Chuyén dé ciing ¢6 thé 1am chi.”

“Cha, mot bo mat khac kho tuéng nha.”

“N6i thang ra thi do ban than t6i mudn lam loan chut thoi. Nhung diéu
ay la khong nén dung khong? Véi lai, néu kim nén khong cau git voi ngudi
khac thi cling khong gay anh hudng xau dén hé than kinh. Con nguoi ta ai
cling can dudng lui chir. Bat ctr lic nao ciing vdy.” Giong ndi tram thap,

ranh rot cua Enokida vang bén tai Kaoruko. Vang vong sau trong tim co
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nira.

Enokida muén néi gi, Kaoruko hiéu ca. Chinh bdi vy, c6 chang noi gi
nhiéu, moi chi gitt nu cudi vira phai va cam hoi git ma thoi. Thay thai do
cua cO nhu vay, anh ta cling c6 vé hai long.

Nhan vién pha ché mang loai vang tring da giéi thiéu téi, né rat hop vi
v6i moén bao ngu, Enokida cling chang c6 ¢& gi dé trach moc. Anh ta goi
nura chai vang d6 cho mén chinh. Con chon ¢4 nhan hi¢u. Thi thodng méi
c6 mon ‘chuyén mon’ cia minh ma.

“Mot khi ta co tu tin, cir tich cuc hanh dong. 6 1a quy tic dé séng doi
tich cuc ddy,” Enokida cudi v6i vé tinh nghich. Ham ring trang thap thoang
gitra d61 moi.

Sau khi 4n xong moén chinh, téi luot mén trang miéng. Kaoruko vira lap
da day bang hoa qua va chocolate trén dia vira nghe Enokida ké chuyén. Co
cang lac cang thiy himg thi voi cdu chuyén vé lich st d6 trang miéng, thuc
su rat thi vi. Khong phai ban cai, kha nang ké chuyén cia anh ta dung la
qua quyén ri.

“Cuc ky ngon, em an no qua. Mai phai dén phong gym dé boi cat luc
méi duge.” Kaoruko vo vo bung minh qua 16p 4o.

“Hép thu vao roi d6t chay ning luong. Pung 1a 1y tuéng. Sic mit em
cling khac hin so véi mot nam trude day,” cAm ly ca phé trén tay, Enokida
noi vay.

“Cling nho bac si cd,” tuy da chdm nghi té1 cau do, nhung Kaoruko
khong noi ra khoi miéng. Hiém khi ¢6 méi duge yén tinh chuyén tro dén
thé nay.

Sau khi roi nha hang, hai ngudi di dén quan bar quen, ngdi 1én ghé ¢
quay. Kaoruko goi Singapore Sling*, con Enokida mdt ly Gin-tonic.*

“Pém nay mdy dua tré & dau? Lai dua vé nha ngoai sao?” Nghiéng ly,

Enokida khé thi thao vao tai co.
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Hoi tho cta ngudi do6 lam co théy hoi nhot, Kaoruko khé gat dau. “Em
noi la di gap méy dtra ban tho1 dai hoc.”

“Ra 1a thé. Anh hoi dé tham khao théi, nhung ban em chi c6 nir gi6i a?”

“Vang, nhung ma...” Kaoruko ghé nghiéng, liéc xéo anh ta. “Ciing c6
thé thay doi, kiéu c6 nam c6 nit. Em khong néi rd rang voi me.”

“Thé cling hay. Anh ciing cam thiy d& ti 18i. Puong nhién, anh nao co
phai ban thoi dai hoc ctia em, em ciing chang di cung ai khac ngoai anh.”
Enokida néc tron ly Gin-tonic. “Vay 13, dém nay céc con em & nha ngoai
ar’

“Vang. Gid nady chic ching cling ngu roi.”

Nhu thé bi thuyét phuc, Enokida gat gu.

Nguoi d6 han phai ¢6 an ¥ gi thi méi hoi nhu thé. Kaoruko cling lua
theo chiéu gi6 thoi. Hai ngudi nao c6 phai 1 con nit.

“Ciing dén luc ta di thoi nhi?” Enokida nhin dong ho deo tay roi noi.

Kaoruko cling xem lai thoi gian. Pa qua 11 gio. “Vang,” ¢6 dap.

Sau khi thanh toan va roi1 ctira hang, Enokida lai nhin déng hd mdt 1an
nta.

“Gio ta tinh sao day? Anh cam thdy minh uéng van chua dd.”

“Hay ta vao quan nao d6? Mot quan bar kiéu gia dinh kin ddo chang
han?”

Cau noi ctiia Kaoruko khién Enokida gi dau t6 vé kho so.

“Xin 18i nhé, anh khong c6 chuan bj lam may chuyén d6 dém nay. Chi
13, 1au 1dm méi kiém duoc chai rugu hiém nén d3 u6p lanh sén. Anh méi
nghi hay ta thuéng thire cung nhau thoi.”

Noi gifr lanh han 1a phong anh ta. Pém nay, Kaoruko cam thay Enokida
dang cd nang moi quan hé cia hai ngudi 1én mot giai doan méi bang cudc
no6i chuyén niy gio. C6 van chua dén phong anh ta. Cing chua hé ¢ quan

hé xac thit.
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Chi thoang chut ban kho#n, cd nhanh chong dap 15i. “Xin 16i anh,” ¢d
noi.

“Sang mai em phai don 1ii tré sém. Chai ruou d6, danh dé bac si thuong
thirc mQt minh vay.”

Enokida khong hé t6 chat that vong nao, anh ta troi cudi xua tay. “Mot
minh udng khong ndi dau. Néu di vay, dé doi lan toi nhé. Anh s& tim ra
mon khai vi hop véi loai ruou do.”

“Hay qua. Em ciing s€ tim mon gi do.”

Ra t61 duong cai, Enokida gio tay goi taxi gium c6. Kaoruko mot minh
leo 1én ghé sau taxi. Nhim dam bao khong c6 nhirng 161 don thoi dai thé
nhu ‘Phu nhan Harima dé dan ong cung di taxi tién vé nha’ lan tran hang
x6m lang giéng.

Chiic ngii ngon, khong néi ra thanh tiéng, Kaoruko chi hudng vé phia
Enokida va chum miéng néi cau d6. Anh ta gat dau, khé vay.

Chiéc taxi vira chuyén banh, c6 da tho hit ra mot cai. Co ciing biét 1d
minh d4 hdi hop thé nao.

Mot luc sau d6, dién thoai co tin nhan. “Cling chéng méy khi, anh s&
chuan bi bd ly méi. Pém nay rat vui. Chic em ngu ngon.” C6 1& con nguoi
nay di c6 ¥ dua cd vé phong minh dém nay nén ciing chuan bi sin ri.

i thi ciing t6t thoi.

Chi 13, c¢6 tht gi d6 trong Kaoruko van bé tic lam. Chinh xac 1a gi, ngay
dén ban than c6 cling chang hiéu rd.

Ban tay phai cuia co cham vao ngon ap 1t tay trai. Ngon tay deo nhan.
Ké tir khi két hén, c¢6 chuwa mot 1an di dau ma thiéu né. Co ciing da quyét sé
khong thao ra cho dén khi chinh thire ly hon.

2
Nguoi phu nit mang sb bay, nim nay ba muoi tudi theo thong tin ghi

trong ho so. Co ta mdc mot cai vay lién mau vang, nhin qua gau vay, thay
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6 chan kha gay gudc. Chan di d6i gidy thé thao mau tring trong chang in
ro gi v6i chiéc vdy, nhung n6 khong phai 1a do c4 nhan, ma 1a gidy do
phong nghién cru chuan bi sin. Pdi gidy cao got ¢o ta di dén day ciing thip
thoi, trong ciling c6 vé kha an toan nhung doi gidy thé thao khi lam thuc
nghiém 1a quy dinh rdi.

Nhéan vién nghién ctru bat dau dan ngudi phu nit s6 bay ra dén diém
xuét phat. Tay c6 ta khong hé cim gay trang. Nhim dam bao khi di lai, co
khong nam dugc bat ctr thong tin gi. Chiéc gy trang dbi v6i nhitng nguoi
bi khiém thi nhw con mét nhin duong cua ho, c6 1€ co6 dang dan cam théy
bét an trong 1ong.

Harima Kazumasa nhin mgt vong quanh khu thuc nghiém. Dién tich la
hai muoi mét vudng, trong d6 da xép sin cac chudng ngai 14 thung céac tong
va cac khoi tru tron bang xdp. Moi thir sip xép chang theo bat cir quy luat
gi, c6 ca nhiing khoang v6 cung chat hep.

Nguoi phu nit d3 d¢én diém xuat phat. Tai d6, nguoi ta giao cho ¢ hai
vat. Mot tha kha gidng kinh rdm, nhung chirc niang hoan toan khac. Phan
mat kinh thay bang mot cai mdy quay c& nho. Poi nghién ciru goi 1a kinh
boi. Mot thir nita 1a mil bao hiém. Nhin thoang qua trong khong cé vé gi ky
la, nhung bén trong gin dién cuc. Nguoi phu nit nhan ldy né ma mit khong
hé d6i séc, chic ¢o di tham gia thyc nghiém nay nhiéu 1an. C6 18 ¢o biét 1o
nhitng gi s& xay ra sau d6. Co doi mil bao hiém va deo mit kinh vao mot
cach thanh thuc.

“Chi chuan bi xong chwa?” Nhan vién hoi ngudi phu nit s6 bay.

“Vang,” nguoi do dap lai nho nho.

“Vay thi, bat ddu. Chuan bi, bat dau!” Vira n6i nhan vién nghién ciru
vira 1ui xa khoi co ay.

Nguoi phu nir s6 bay xoay guong mit di deo kinh quét khap luot trai

phai 161 mdéi1 bat dau budce di.

14



Kazumasa m¢ tap tai li¢u trong tay. Hinh nhu c6 ta 1am cho mét co s6'y
té trong thanh phd, di lam hang ngay bang tau dién vao luc 8 gio sang. Tuy
gan nhu chang nhin thiy gi, nhung chic rat quen vé&i chuyén di lai trong
thanh phd.

Pi dén gan chudng ngai vat dau tién. Chiéc thung cac tong chin ngay
161 di cta ¢ ta. Nguoi phy nit dtng lai trude d6 mot khoang.

That su, riéng diéu nay da kha vat va roi.

Mit khong nhin thiy duong, nhung ¢ ta ¢6 thé cam nhén thdy trudc
mit ¢ thir nguy hiém du khong c6 gdy trang trong tay. Bi mat nam & chiéc
may quay dang kinh boi va chiéc mii bao hiém c6 gin dién cuc kia. Nhitng
hinh anh méy quay thu thip vé s& dugc may tinh xir Iy thanh tin hiéu dién,
thong qua dién cuc, kich thich vao ndo. Puong nhién, khong dong nghia
vo1 viée cb ta s€ nhan dugc hinh anh chinh xac ctia nhirng diéu do. Chi nhu
dimg gitta mdt man swong mu, ta phat hién cé thir gi d6 dang lo ling ma
thoi. Nhung ddi véi nguoi khiém thi ma noi, day di 1a nhimg thong tin cuc
ky hitu ich roi.

Nguoi phu nir lai bat dau bude di. Véi nhirng budc chan than trong, co
di chéch sang bén phai hop cac tong. Mot nhan vién nghién ctru gio nim
tay to ¥ vui mimg. Kazumasa trimg maét t6 ¥ dimg vui mimg qua sém
nhung nguoi d6 ¢6 vé khong nhan thay anh mat cta anh.

Pung 13 tuy c6 hoi tén thoi gian, nhung ngudi phu nit d 1an luot tranh
duoc hét nhitng hop cac tong va cot bang x6p, di hét cung dudng quanh co.
Nhung gan dén dich r6i, ¢ 4y lai dimg budc. Trude mit ngudi phu nit gid
1a ba qua bong da xép chéch nhau. Khoang cach ciing khong hep ldm.

Sau khi dimg lai mot lac kha 1au, nguoi phu nit lic dau.

“To6i khong hiéu.”

C6 tiéng ai d6 thd dai nghe thay rd.

Nhan vién nghién ctru lai gan, sau khi g& ca kinh va mii, dua cho co6 ay
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chiéc gy chi duong.

“Anh thiy sao?” Ngudi dan 6ng cung Kazumasa theo doi budi thuc
nghiém quay lai. Guong mat dé xen 1an ca sy ty tin va mi bat an. Anh ta 13
nguoil phu trach nghién ciu nay. “Tuy khong hoan thanh dugc thu thach
cubi nhung thanh tich so véi 1an trudc 13 tot hon nhiéu rdi.”

“Tam tam thoi. Nguoi phu nit ndy duoc huan luyén bao 1au r6i?”

“Mdi ngdy mot tiéng, cling dugc ba thang roi. Thuc nghiém di by qua
nhitng chudng ngai vat kiéu ndy di dén lan thir tw.” Nguoi phu trach gio
1én bdn ngodn tay. Nhur thé anh ta mubn noi c6 hiéu qua dén muc do.

“Khé ddy, mot nguodi gan nhu mu hoan toan ma di vong quanh khong
can gy thé da tot 1am rdi. Nhung toi cho rang ngudi nay 1a mot hoc sinh
vu td. Van dé nam & chd, ddi voi nhitng ngudi it di lai nd sé c6 hiéu qua ra
sao0.”

“Pling nhu 101 anh noéi, nhung néu tinh dén budi ling nghe y kién & So
Lao dong tuan t6i, t61 nghi thé nay ciing kha 6n roi.”

“Nay, ndy, anh nghi ta nghién ctru ci nay chi dé 1am vira 10ng gi6i quan
chtic thoi sao? Nham rdi. Néu anh khong dit muc tiéu cao hon thi s& phién
day. No6i thang ra, thé nay thi kha ning 4p dung tng dung vao thyc té van
con xa voi lam.”

“A, vang, duong nhién, to1 hiéu roi.”

“Hoém nay toi coi 1a dat, hiy nhac doi truong tap hop lai nhitng diém
can luu ¥ r6i giri bao cdo 1én chd t61.”

Trude khi kip nghe cau ‘toi hiéu rdi’ tir ngudi phu trach, Kazumasa da
quay got bo di. Anh ciing b lai tap tai liéu cam trén tay 1én mot chiéc ghé
xép gan d6 roi di ra phia cura.

Sau khi roi khu thyc nghiém, anh quay vé khu van phong chinh noi dat
phong giam dbc. Khi anh dang & mot minh trong cau thang may, mot cau

nhan vién budc vao tir mot tang khac. Nguoi do thay Kazumasa thi co vé
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ngac nhién nhung sau d6 14y lai vé binh tinh va cai mat xubng.

“Cau la Hoshino nhi?”

“Vang, em la Hoshino Yuuya, thugc doi ba nhom BMI.”

“Tb6i c6 nghe bai phat biéu hom trudc cua cau. Nghién ctru kha doc dao
day.”

“Cam on anh nhiéu a.”

“Téi thdy c6 hung tha véi viée cau chu trong co thé con nguoi. Dbi véi
nhirng bénh nhan bi liét do ton thuong ndo va débt séng ¢, nhirng tin hi¢u
tir ndo c6 thé giup kich hoat chuyén dong tir nhitng co quan hd trg nhu canh
tay ro-bot, d6 1a khai niém chung vé giao dién may ndo. Tuy nhién, cau lai
xem xét dén khia canh tin hiéu tir bd ndo sé& truyén qua may moc dén tuy
séng, khién bénh nhan cir dong dugc chan tay. Sao cau lai nght dén diéu
de?”

Hoshino van dimg nghiém, udn nguc.

“Ly do don gian 1am a. Ai cling mudn khong can dén r6-bot, c6 thé tu
dung tay dé dn udng, dung chan dé di lai ma.”

Ra 1a thé, Kazumasa gt gu.

“Cau noi cling c6 ¥ dang. C6 nguyén nhan nao khién cau suy nghi nhu
vay chang?”

“Co a. That ra, 6ng em bi xuat huyét ndo, thanh ra 1iét toan bd than bén
phai, em da chimg kién 6ng kho s& dén mirc nao. Diu di cb gang hét stc
tap luyén nhung roi 6ng van qua doi véi co thé khong hoat dong duge.”

“La vay 4. Y tuong ctia ciu rat hay. Nhung t6i c6 cam gidc hudng di
nay khong hé dé phat trién dau.”

Cau nhan vién nghién ctru tré tudi nghiém tic gt dau trude cau ndi cia
Kazumasa.

“Rat kho a. Hé thdng tin hiéu cta day than kinh van dong trong co bip

nguoi phuc tap gap vai trdm lan so véi ro-bot.”
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“DPing vay. Nhung dung nan chi. T61 khong ghét nhitng ké c6 suy nghi
khac nguoi.”

“Cam on anh, anh d3 khuyén khich em rat nhiéu.” Hoshino lai ctii chao
lan nira.

Hoshino rdi thang may trude. Kazumasa 1én dén tang trén cung. Phong
giam d6c nam & noi do.

Khi anh vira ngdi xudng ghé, dién thoai bao c6 tin nhan dén. Anh mo ra
xem v6&i mot dy cam khéng hay, dung 1a tir Kaoruko. Tiéu dé 1a ‘chuyén
phong van’. Cam giac chan nan bong ting 1én.

“Lan trudc, em cling co6 bao v4i anh roi. Thir Bay tuan tdi ¢ budi
phong van thtr. Em dd nhd me trong 1ii tré. Bat dau tir luc 13 gio. Pia diém
nhu em d bao. Ping c¢6 dén muodn.”

Anh thé dai, ném chiéc dién thoai 1én ban. Miéng tré nén déng ngét.

Anh xoay chiéc ghé banh, hudng ra phia ctra s6. Hinh anh vinh Tokyo
rong 16n hién ra ngay truéc mét. Nhimg chiéc thuyén chd hang lang 18 di
chuyén.

Cong ty c6 phan Harima Text 1a cong ty san xudt may moc vin phong
do 6ng anh thanh 1ap. Danh tiéng céng ty di cing cac loai may moc dan
nhan hiéu Harima. Ngudi thira ké tiép theo, bd anh - 6ng Tatsurou da
huéng né theo nganh IT. Khi may tinh xach tay dan cling tré thanh vat
dung quen thudc trong gia dinh, day 1a mot chién lugc dung dan. Tuy 1a
mot doanh nghiép bac trung, nhung cong ty ludn cé chd dung trong gidi.

Tuy nhién, cong ty dau thé mai thuin budm xudi gio di 1én dugc. Thoi
dai dién thoai thong minh ap dén, Harima Text gap phai con gio dir nguoc
chiéu khién n6 chao dao. Ciing nhu phan nhiéu cic doanh nghiép khéc,
budc phan tmg chim tré ban dau di gdy anh hudng nghiém trong, cac
doanh nghiép ngoai quéc di chém vao mot nhat dao cuc 16n. Ong Tatsurou

d3 phai thai loai bot va chuyén dich co cau cac mang kinh doanh khong thu
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lai 191 nhuan, méi may man vuot qua cudc khung hoang nay.

Nam nam trudc day, Kazumasa ké nhiém vj tri giam ddc, anh cam théy
cong ty dang don mot thoi ky chuyén dich 16n. Anh tinh tao phan tich duoc
rang cong ty khong thé thing duoc trong cudc canh tranh sinh ton khoc liét
nay néu van gilt nguyén tinh trang cii. Pé c6 thé try lai, cong ty can mot
con 4t chu bai.

Thir dau tién anh trong chd vao chinh 1a BMI (Brain Machine Interface
- Giao dién may ndo), thr anh da ddn nhan luc vao nghién ctru tur thoi con
1a truong phong k¥ thuat. Anh tin tuong chic chan rang thir nghiém lién két
tin hi€u gitra ndo bd va may moc s€ tao nén cudc cach mang 1én trong doi
sdng con ngudi, nhat dinh sé& tré thanh mat hang chi lyc trong tuwong lai.

Vé mit co ban, BMI ¢6 thé ap dung cho moi ddi tuong, nhung hi¢u qua
clia n6 c6 thé biéu hién dé dang trong hé thong may moéc hd tro ngudi
khuyét tat. Chinh vi 1y do d6, anh dang dac bi¢t dau tu vao linh vuc nay.
Thir nghiém lac nady 12 mot trong nhitng nghién ciru vé mat nhan tao. Nhiéu
doanh nghiép va trudng dai hoc cling dang nghién ciru vé mang nay, nhung
Harima Text dang tién truéc ho mot budc. Cling nho vay, cong ty da thanh
cong khi gianh duoc khoan hd tro tir phia S& Lao dong. Moi thir xudi chéo
mat mai vay 1a tot.

Dung, trong vai tro cua mot doanh nhan, Harima Kazumasa dang theo
da di lén.

Nhung, vdi vai tro mot nguoi dan 6ng trong gia dinh thi sao?

Kazumasa cam dién thoai 1én, kiém tra lich phai 1am tudn nay. Nhin
dong chit ‘phong van thi’ ghi chi sin vao lic 13 gid ngay thir Bay, khoe
miéng anh khé& cong 1én. Mot kiéu viét vira ddy cai toi vira thiéu truong
thanh. Dién tap phong van, Kaoruko han ciing ching mudn lam. Chi dé
dién mot cip vo chong kiéu mau v6i Kazumasa, nghi dén thoi da thiy ning

1
A

ne.
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Kazumasa két hon voi Kaoruko tdim nidm trudc, sau khoang gan hai
nam ké tir duyén quen biét do tuyén c6 vé lam phién dich. Khi hai nguoi
két hon, Kazumasa chuyén khéi can ho anh da séng nhiéu nim, xay mat toa
nha riéng ¢ Hiroo. Mot ngdi nha xay theo kiéu Au, vuon trong rat nhicu
cay bong mat.

Lay nhau sang ndm thir hai, dira con dau long chao doi. Mot bé gai.
Pura tré duoc dit cai tén Mizuho, khoe manh 16n 18n. Bé thich bé boi, dan
duong cam va thich dugc lam cong chia. Mua hé nay, han con bé ciing
thuong di boi.

Ptra thtr hai kém co con gai dau long hai tudi. Lan nay 12 mot bé trai.
Anh mong cho né s& trd thanh mot nguoi co v chi sinh ton manh mé& nén
dit cho con cai tén Ikuto. Lan da mudt, d6i mat to d& dé lai an tuong, diu
mic dd con trai han hoi ma dén tin nam hai tudi van bi nham 1a con gai.

Nhung Kazumasa ciing khong nam ré tinh hinh dao nay cua hai dira. Vi
anh khong gdp chung nhiéu. Hai vo chong da ly than tr mot nam trudc,
Kazumasa da ro1 khoi nha. Hién tai, anh dang séng mot minh trong can hg
0 Aoyama.

Ly do ciing kh4 pho bién. Trong giai doan Kaoruko mang thai dia con
thr hai, Kazumasa c6 tinh nhan bén ngoai. Pay khong phai 1an dau tién anh
ngoai tinh nhung d6 14 vu dau tién bi phat hién. Thuong thi anh ciing chang
c6 ¥ kéo dai quan hé v6i cung mot d6i tuong, nhung 1an nay lai bi kéo 18
lau hon anh tuéng. Khong phai vi nguoi phu nir kia c6 gi dac biét. Noi
trang ra 13, cong viéc qua ban ron, anh chang di ranh rdi dé gidy hoan toan
ra khoi mdi quan hé do.

Anh von di ¢6 ¥ dinh tranh nhitng ngudi dan ba kém thong minh, ddng
tiéc 1a co tinh nhan nay lai khong phai dang khon ngoan nhu anh nghi. Co
ta tin vung chuyén minh c6 quan hé tinh cam véi giam déc cua Harima

Text v&i ban be. Tuy chi 1a ‘nd1 riéng & day thoi’ nhung gio dau phai cai
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thoi dai dugc riéng tu nhu thé. Thong qua mang x3 hoi, thong tin bi phat
tan khip noi, cudi cung ciing bi Kaoruko phat hién.

Puong nhién, Kazumasa chdi bay. Nhung nhimg thong tin Kaoruko
nam dugc lai vo cung cu thé. Vi du nhu hom di sudi nudce nong voi ¢6 nhan
tinh. Ngay hom do, Kazumasa noi 1a di choi golf nhung Kaoruko da xac
nhén dugc 14 anh noéi doi.

“Em khong mudén bdi tung moi chuyén 1én,” Kaoruko di noi vay.
“Nhung em ghét phai chung séng véi nhau trong nghi ky thé nay. Néu do 1a
su that, hi vong anh hay thanh that vdi em.”

Kazumasa biét rd hon ai hét vo minh 13 mét nguoi khéo an khéo noi
dén thé ndao. Du anh tiép tuc pht nhén, cling ching thé thuyét phuc dugc cb.
Ngoai mit tuy binh ling 1am, nhung c6 ay s& khong bao gid ngudi di ngon
Ira nghi ky do.

Chua ké, Kazumasa con 1a mot nguoi kha néng tinh. Chi vi chuyén con
con nhu thé ndy ma tén bao nhiéu thoi gian ctia anh, cir && cam xtc bi van
vOo mét moi thé nay that 1a phi pham doi nguoi. Khong thé phi nhan nhiing
cau hoi nhang nhang cuia Kaoruko khién anh cam thay phién, hay cam giac
ban than minh cling c6 chut hitng ho nira.

Kazumasa xac nhan chuyén minh c6 nhén tinh. Anh khong mudn bién
ho 1am gi cho mat mat nén ciing chang giai thich rang d6 chi 1a chat choi
bo1 hay may gié qua duong.

Kaoruko khong hé t6 ra quan tri. Guong mit nhu té liét moi cam xuc,
c6 im ling mot luc 14u, nhin thang vao mit Kazumasa.

“Em di bat man véi anh tir 1au rdi. Diéu tdi quan trong la viéc nuoi day
con cai anh da chang hé giup gi cho em. Nhung diéu nay vén qua kho nén
em ciing danh tir bo. Em biét 12 anh chang c6 thoi gian, véi lai em nghi viéc
cho chung thiy bd ching di hét minh véi cong viéc nhu thé ndo ciing

khong phai chuyén gi xu. Nhung em khong thé dé chung tién mot ngudi
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b bdi bac voi gia dinh di lam.”

“Anh phai lam sao?” Kazumasa da hoi vay. “Em khong biét,” co ay da
dap lai nhu thé.

“Em khoéng muén cho 1ii tré thiy nhiing diéu khong nén. Hién tai, em
chi cam thay vay thoi. Ca Ikuto 1an Mizuho déu dang trong thoi gian bat
dau hiéu vé nhiéu thir rdi. BS me lai co6 thai do lanh dam véi nhau nhu vay,
ching rOi & sm nhén ra. Nhén ra r6i thi chiu ton thuong.”

Kazumasa gat dau. Nhitng 1i ctia vo anh ¢6 sirc thuyét phuc rat 1on.

“Hay chung ta tach ra ¢ riéng mot thoi gian.”

“Tam thoi d6 1a cach tot day,” Kaoruko da tra 10 thé véi 1oi dé nghi cta
anh.

3

Pja diém Kaoruko goi 1a ‘16p hoc’ nam ngay canh ga Meguro. Pay 1a
lan dau tién Kazumasa dit chan dén noi nay nhung anh da kiém tra hinh
anh trudc trén trang chi roi nén ciing chang phai khé cong tim kiém toa
nha nay. Ngudc nhin 1én tda nha mau tring sita, anh v6 nguc hai cai nhu
mudn x6c lai tinh than dang héo Gia ctia minh. Roi anh sai nhiing budc dai
trén hanh lang khu thang may. ‘Lép hoc’ & trén tang bon.

Trong thang may, anh xem lai gid. Van con vai phit nita méi dén 1 gio
chiéu. Anh thé ra mot hoi nhe nhdm. Thuc ra anh khong lo lang vi budi
luyén tap phong van ndy, chi 1a chua biét s& phai d6i mat véi Kaoruko sau
mot thoi gian dai khong gip thé nao, ban than anh dang khong thé kiém
soat duoc cam xtc.

Thang may dimg lai & ting bon. Vira budc ra, anh d thdy mot khoang
khong gian rong trong gidng phong chd. Mot nit nhan vién dang dung ¢
ban thuong truc, co éy vui vé chao anh. Kazumasa ciling gat dau chao lai,
anh liéc quanh mot lugt. Vai ngudi dan 6ng 1an phu nit ngdi trén diy ghé

sofa. Kaoruko lan trong s6 d6. CO mac mot chi€éc vay mau xanh tham.
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Duodng nhu da nhan ra sy hién dién cia Kazumasa, ¢6 nhin vé phia anh
béng mot vé mat kho doan dinh.

Anh lai gan ¢6, ngdi xudng bén canh rdi hoi. “Sé& bat dau ngay a?”

“Co vé nhu s& goi tén theo thu tu,” Kaoruko dap bang mot giong ho
hitng. “Anh dé dién thoai & ché d6 im lang di.”

Kazumasa léy dién thoai tur t0i trong ra, dat ché d6 roi cit vao lai.
“Mizuho va Ikuto dang & Nerima a?”

Nha Kaoruko ¢ Nerima.

“Me dua bon n6 di boi. Hinh nhw me d& c6 hen trude véi Miharu r6i.”

“Vay a.”

Miharu 13 ¢6 em gai kém Kaoruko hai tu6i. C6 mot co con gai cing tudi
v61 Mizuho.

“Nay,” Kaoruko quay sang Kazumasa. “H6m chinh thtrc, anh nhé cao
rau di.”

“A, 1r,” anh x0a xo0a cam. Anh cd v dé rau moc dai ra.

“Véi lai, anh c6 thé dén cac budi hoc du bj khong?”

“Hién gio thi dugce.”

Trude do, anh di nhan dugc tin nhin cua Kaoruko vé nhirng cau hoéi co
thé c6 trong budi phong van. Nguyén vong, dong co tham gia ching han.
Tuy anh da chuan bi hét cau tra 15i nhung khong may tu tin.

Kazumasa chuyén 4nh nhin 1én bang thong bao trén tudng. Trén d6 dan
danh sach ngay thi dau vao cac trudng tiéu hoc tu thuc danh tiéng. C6 ca
nhirmg hudéng dan vé cac khoa hoc dic biét.

Kazumasa von khong c6 hung thi gi khi dang ky vao nhiing 16p kiéu
nay. Béi anh cho rang vao céc trudng tiéu hoc c6 tiéng khong co nghia la
nudi day duoc con cai dang hoang. Nhung Kaoruko lai ¢6 quan diém khéc.
Khéng phai ¢ mudn con vao truong danh tiéng, c6 mudn chung duge theo

hoc truong tdt. Nhung khi anh hoi thé nao 1a mot truong hoc tdt, tiéu chuan
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danh gia 1a gi thi c6 lai phan bac, “Co giai thich thi ngudi chua ting nudi
day con cai nhu anh ciing chiang hiéu dau.”

Kiéu néi chuyén thé nay di co tir trude khi Kazumasa bat dau ngoai
tinh. Gid anh ciing khong c6 tim trang ban cai véi Kaoruko vé phuong
phap giao duc.

Thot ky moi ly than duge khoang nira nam, hai nguoi da néi chuyén
v6i nhau vé tuong lai véi tam thé hai vo chdng. Tuy Kazumasa da chia tay
v6i ¢6 nhan tinh kia nhung anh mo hd cam thay khé quay vé véi cudc séng
truéc kia. Anh khong cho rang Kaoruko c6 thé thuc 1ong tha thi cho anh,
ctr phai séng chung voi nhau trong thé yéu chi t6 rude thém kho chiu ma
thoi.

Khi anh hoi Kaoruko, 6 ciing di c6 quyét dinh roi.

“Tinh em von thu dai, chi can ndy ra chut chuyén la s€ lai nhé dén anh
da ting boi bac ra sao. Dau khong thé hién ra mit, trong tim cling s€ co
cam giac khé chiju. Néu ctr phai séng véi nhau kiéu thé, em s¢ minh s& tré
thanh mot ké dang ghét mat.”

Chi con cach ly hon, cau tra 101 ndy ciing chang ton nhiéu thoi gian méi
dua ra duoc.

Két cudc cau chuyén 1a Kaoruko s& nudi day ca hai dira con. Ngay tir
dau Kazumasa ciing san 1ong chi tra phi bdi thudng va tién nudi dudng, nén
ho chang phai giang co gi.

Hai bén chi hoi lan tin khi phai suy nghi dén cin nha ¢ Hiroo.

“Chi c6 em va may dura tré ¢ thoi thi rong qua. Quan 1y thdi ciing thy
meét.”

“Ban di cling dugc ma. Anh chang thé ¢ ngdi nha d6 mot minh duoc.”

“Cé6 ban duoc khong day?”

“Duoc chtr. Ciing khéng dén ndi qua cii.”

Xay dung dugc tdm nam. Kazumasa chi & do bay nam.
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Ngoai viéc can nha ra, con mot van dé khac nita. Khi nao sé ndp don ly
hén. Con ky thi dau vao ctia Mizuho, chwa xong ¢ chua muén ly hén,
Kaoruko da noi vay.

Kazumasa cling dong tinh. Thanh ra, cho dén khi két thac ky thi dau
vao tiéu hoc cta Mizuho, ho phai dién vai cap vo chéng, cha me tot.

“Mo1 anh chi Harima,” nghe tiéng goi tén minh, anh syc tinh. Mgt phu
nir voc nguoi nhé nhin tim bén muoi tudi bude lai gan. Kaoruko di ding
day nén Kazumasa cling dirng 1én theo.

“Vay thi, moi anh chi vao trong can phong dang kia,” ngudi phu nir chi
vao mot canh cura trong goc sanh. “Anh chi cr g0 ctra ho s€ modi vao, moi
b vao trude.”

bap réng ‘toi dd hiéu’, Kazumasa chinh lai ca vat.

Ngay ltic anh d tién lai gan cura, sap stra 0.

“Anh chi Harima,” ¢6 tiéng goi giat. Anh quay lai thi thdy ngudi phu nir
tryc quiy 18 tin da ding ddy, guong mit co vé thang thdt. Tay cb 4y van
cOn cAm 6ng nghe dién thoai.

“Co dién tir gia dinh, hién dang xay ra tinh trang khan cap.”

Kaoruko thoang liéc nhin Kazumasa, c¢6 lao vé phia quay 1& tan nhan
ldy 6ng nghe, chi qua mot vai 10i trao ddi, da thdy mit co cat khong con hot
mau.

“0 dau, bénh vién nao?... Poi con mdt chut.”

Kaoruko voi gidt 1ay mét to roi dé trén qudy, roéi cam ludn cdy bat dé
san do roi bt dau ghi chép gi d6. Kazumasa ding bén canh nhom vao thi
co vé la tén bénh vién.

“Hiéu roi. Chung con sé& tra dia diém... Vang, chiing con s& dén ngay,”
Kaoruko tra lai 6ng nghe cho ngudi phu nit truc quay, ¢ nhin Kazumasa.
“Mizuho bj dudi nuée & bé boi.”

“Pudil nudc? Sao thé?”
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“Em khong 16. Pay 1a dia chi bénh vién, tra giap em,” sau khi dii to
gidy vao tay Kazumasa, Kaoruko m& canh ctra phong phong van, bude vao
trong.

Con chua kip hiéu mo té gi, Kazumasa voi rat chiéc dién thoai ra, bat
dau tra ctru. Trudce khi anh kip tra ra, Kaoruko da roi khoi can phong. “Anh
tim ra chua?”

“Con chit nira.”

“Cir tiép tuc di,” Kaoruko hudng vé phia thang may. Kazumasa vira tiép
tuc bAm may vira theo sau co.

DPén lac roi khoi toa nha, ho di xac nhan duoc dia chi bénh vién. Ho go1i
taxi, bao dia chi mudn téi.

“Nay ai goi dén vay?”

“Bb”, Kaoruko nham nhan tra 101 roi léy dién thoai tir trong tai xach ra.

“Sao vay? Khong phai me dua bon no di boi sao?”

“Dung l1a vay, nhung khong lién lac duge.”

“Lién lac? La sao co?”

“Po1 em chut”, Kaoruko phéy tay cO vé cau gian, c6 ap dién thoai 1én
tai. Co6 vé nhu lién lac thong ngay 1ap tirc, c6 m& mié€ng hoi. “A, Miharu,
tinh hinh sao rdi?... Um... tm... H6?” Guong mat ¢6 nhan lai. “Thé bac si
bao sao? Vay a... um, chi hiéu rdi... Gio, chi qua do day... um, ca anh
nira... Puoc, lat gap.” Két thic cude goi, ¢6 ném chiéc dién thoai vao tui
voi vé mit toi sam.

“Sao rd6i?” Kazumasa hoi.

Kaoruko hit vao mot hoi that sdu roi néi, “Pua vao cép ctru 101.”

“Cap ctru? Tinh hinh nghiém trong vay sao?”

“Em ciing khong rd tinh hinh cu thé, c6 vé nhu con bé van khong tinh
lai. C6 lac tim da ngung dap.”

“Tim u? Thé 1a sao?”
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“Thi em da no6i la em cling khong r6 con gi,” sau khi né1 nhu gao 1én,
giong Kaoruko nghen lai. Nudc mit co trao ra.

“Xin 16i”, Kazumasa kh& tham thi. Anh thiy ghét bo chinh minh vi da
cau ban v6i Kaoruko khi c6 khong ndm rd tinh hinh ra sao. M6t con ngudi
mat ca tu cach 1am bé 13n tu cach 1am chong.

Vira dén bénh vién, hai ngudi lao ngay vao trong. Voén dinh kiém quay
18 tan dé hoi, nhung ho dirng chan khi nghe tiéng goi “Chi 0i”.

Miharu lai gan hai nguoi véi khée mat dé hoe va gwong mit 4o nio.

“0 dau?” Kaoruko 18n tiéng hoi. “Pang kia,” Miharu chi vao mot goc.

Pi vao thang may, ho 1én tang hai. Theo 101 Miharu, bac si van dang
tiép tuc cap ctru. Tinh hinh ra sao, van chua ai bao cho hay.

Noi ho duoc dian dén 13 mét céin phong dé bién phong cho danh cho
ngudi than bénh nhan. Ban ghé duoc xép ngay ngan, bén trong con trai
chiéu nhu kiéu phong truyén thong. Mot goc ¢o ca chin gap sin.

Me Chizuko ctia Kaoruko ngdi guc trén ghé. Bén canh 1a Ikuto méi 1én
bdn va c6 em ho Wakaba ctia Mizuho.

Nhin thdy vo chong Kazumasa, ba Chizuko dimg day. Trong tay ba nam
chat cai khan tay.

“Kaoruko, xin 16i con. Ca Kazumasa nita, thanh that xin 15i. P4 c6 me
di cung ma con dé xay ra chuyén nhu thé ndy, me chi mudn chét thay cho
chéu no,” ba Chizuko néi vay rdi khoc oa 1én.

“Pa xay ra chuyén gi vay? That ra chuyén nay 1a sao?” Kaoruko dat tay
1én vai me, d& ba ngdi xudng rdi cung ngdi theo xudng ghé.

Ba Chizuko lic dau, gio da sut sit khong khac gi mot dua tre.

“Chuyén nay thi, me cling khong rd nita. Chang rd c6 mot ngudi dan
ong tur dau ra dot ngdt la 1€n 1a c6 c6 bé bi chét dudi, réi me dé y l1a khong
thidy Mizuho dau...”

“Khong phai vay dau me,” Miharu ¢ bén canh noi. “Ban dau khi phat
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hién ra khong thay Mizuho dau nira, ta di hoi Wakaba, noi 1a con bé dot
nhién bién mét con gi. Thé 13 moi nguoi voi di tim con bé, ¢ ai do da tim
thay no.”

“A...”, ba Chizuko vii mit vao ban tay. “Dung r6i... Khong duoc, dau
6c me loan ca 1én rdi.”

Chén dong c6 1& da khién ky trc ctia ba trd nén hdn loan.

Miharu tiép tuc ké lai cAu chuyén. Theo 10i ¢, thuc ra khong phai
Mizuho bi dudi nudc ma 1a con bé bi ket ngdn tay vao cai luéi ¢ 16 thoat
nude va khong rat ra duoc, thanh ra khong cach nao roi khoi day bé boi.
Tuy nguoi ta da giap kéo ngdn tay cuia con bé ra nhung lac do, tim no da
ngung dap. Ho da 1ap tuc goi cép ctru, dua dén bénh vién nay. Tu luc dua
vao phong cap ciru dén gio, Miharu chi biét duoc 14 trai tim con bé da dap
trd lai. “Nhung diéu d6 khong co nghia 1a sinh ton”, bac si di noi vay.

Miharu d3 ¢b goi cho Kaoruko trong lic dang doi xe cap ctru. Nhung
khong thé nao goi dugc. Do khi dgi phong van, ¢ di tit dién thoai. Ba
Chizuko c6 nghe vé lich cta Kaoruko rdi nhung khong & duoc 16p hoc do
& dau va lién hé theo cach nao. Thé 1a Miharu danh goi vé cho ong ngoai &
nha, bao cho biét tinh hinh. May thay, ong lai biét duoc 16p Mizuho dang
theo hoc. Pé phong ¢ viéc can, 6ng da hoi chinh Mizuho. C6 vé ong di
néi voi Miharu 13 dé ong lién lac, moi nguoi hdy cham lo cho Mizuho.

“Bao 1a hiy cham lo nhung bon em ciing chang biét phai lam sao,”
Miharu nhin xuéng.

Nghe cau chuyén ctia Miharu, Kazumasa thdy long minh hdn don. Néu
khong dién dugc cho Kaoruko, thudng thi nguoi ta s& goi cho ngudi chong.
Ho chi khong goi khi chic chan nguoi kia cling tat dién thoai roi. Co 18
trong 1ong Miharu, tir 1au Kazumasa da chang con 13 anh ré cta co nira.

Nhung anh ciing chiang thé d6 18i cho Miharu. Ly do ly than, chic

Kaoruko ciing chi ké cho mdi minh em gai. Thi thodng liéc nhin mit nhau,
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thai d6 ctia Miharu cho anh thay diéu nay.

Kazumasa nhin déng ho. Sap stra 2 gid chiéu dén noi. Néu chuan theo
cau chuyén Miharu ké thi tai nan xay ra vao lic Kaoruko tt dién thoai,
khoang tam trudc 1 gid. Ca cap ctu da kéo dai gan mot tiéng, co thé nho bé
ctia Mizuho dang chiu nhiing bién d6i thé nao day?

Bé Ikuto khong rd chuyén gi dang xay dén v6i chi minh nén bat dau
thdy chan, ba Chizuko danh dua chau vé nha. C6 vé nhu Wakaba d3 hiéu
dugc diéu bi tham gi dang dién ra véi chi ho minh, nhung ctr bit con bé
phai doi thé ciing t6i nghiép nén Kaoruko néi véi Miharu:

“Chang biét phai doi dén bao gio, Miharu ciing vé di.”

“Nhung ma,” Miharu budng ling mét cu roi lai im ling. Trong day
mat hién 1én si hoang mang.

“Néu ¢6 chuyén gi, chi s€ goi em,” Kaoruko noi.

Miharu gat dau, c¢6 nhin chim cham vao Kaoruko rdi néi, “Em sé& cau
nguyén cho con bé.”

“U” Kaoruko dap lai.

Ba Chizuko va Miharu ra vé, bau khong khi cang trd nén ning né. Bénh
vién tuy ciing thong thoang nhung Kazumasa cam thay kho thd, anh thao ca
vat ra, ¢61 bo cd 4o khoac ngoai.

Hai nguoi gan nhu chang néi véi nhau cau ndo, chi biét doi vay thoi.
Trong khoang thoi gian d6, tin nhan van gui dén dién thoai cia Kazumasa.
Toan lién quan toi cong viée. Ngay thi Bay nhung van khong nging c6 tin
nhan. Moi email cong ty ciing chuyén hét vao ddy. Anh danh tit dién thoai.
Ngay hom nay khong c6 chd cho cong viéc.

Mo canh cira phong chd danh cho nguoi than bénh nhan 13 thay ngay
canh cira phong cap ctru. Kazumasa di ngé nghiéng nhiéu 1an nhung chang
c6 vé s& c6 bién chuyén gi ca. Bén trong dang dién ra diéu gi, anh hoan

toan khong biét.
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Nhan ra c6 hong da khat kho, anh ra ngoai mua d6 uong. Khi mua chai
nudc tra ngoai may ban hang ty dong, anh hudng mat ra ngoai cira so, chot
nhan ra man dém da phu bong.

Khoang hon 8 gio tdi, y t4 mdi xuat hién. “Anh chi Harima phai
khong?”

“Vang,” Kazumasa va Kaoruko dong loat dimg day.

“Bac si c6 chuyén mudn néi, anh chi khong phién ch?”

“Vang,” Kazumasa dap 101, anh nhin guong mat tron tria cua co y ta
tréng d3 qua ba muoi. Anh mudn dya vao nét mit cia cb 4y dé doan tinh
hinh t6t x4u ra sao. Nhung guong mit d6 chang biéu 10 gi.

Nguoi y ta dan ho vao trong cin phong ngay canh phong cip ciru. Trén
chiéc ban co dé cai may tinh xach tay, vi bac si d6 dang cham chu doc tai
liéu nhung khi vo chdng Kazumasa budc vao, d6ng ngimng ngay lai, moi hai
nguoi ngdi xudng ghé doi dién.

Bac si tén Shindou. Chuyén mon la ngoai khoa than kinh. Chic tudi
cling phai ngoai bdn muoi roi. V?mg tran rong tao an tuong la mot nguoi
hiéu siu biét rong.

“T6i mudn bao cho hai vi biét tinh hinh hién thoi cua chau,” bac si
Shindou hét nhin Kazumasa 1an Kaoruko rdi néi. “Nhung néu anh chi
mudn gip chau trude ciing duge. Vi tinh hinh hién tai, néu biét chat théng
tin du bi, co 1& anh chj s& dé dang chép nhan su that hon, nén t61 mdi ¢ ¥
mo1 anh chi vao day truoce.”

Nhitng 101 noi thang thin. Nhung chinh vi cach lya chon tir ngit cin
than nhu vay, khién ho cam nhan day khong phai chuyén nho.

Kazumasa nhin Kaoruko roi quay lai nhin bac si.

“Tinh trang nguy kich lim a?” Giong anh d4 c6 chut run ry.

Bac si Shindou gat dau, “Chau bé khong tinh lai.” Ong néi. “Co 1& anh

chi cling da nghe ro1, khi vira dugc dua dén vién, trai tim chau da dap tro
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lai. Pang tiéc 1a trudc khoang thoi gian d6, toan bd co thé chau bé khong
duoc cung cap mau. Co nhiéu trudong hop tuy bi vdy nhung ton thuong
khong 16n. Nhung ndo 13 mot van dé khac. Gio toi s& giai thich chi tiét hon
cho anh chi, nhung dang tiéc 1a ton thuong ndo cua chau, qua thuc 1a kha
16n.”

Nhitng 101 ctia bac si khién ca nguoi anh run 18n, tam mat chot chao
dao. Khong c6 vé gi 1a hién thuc hét. Nhung ddu d6 trong tdm tri, anh
mudn lam diéu gi d6, cam giac nay dang trdi ddy nidy méi dung 1 hién
thuc. Ton thuong ndo? N6 1 thu gi?

Harima Text ¢ cong nghé BMI, han phai c¢6 cach xur 1y nhitng hau
chung kiéu nay - Lat nita anh dinh s& dong vién Kaoruko dang tuyét vong
bén canh bang nhing 10i nay.

Nhung sau d6 Kaoruko cét 10i trong ddm nudc mat, “Cé kha ning con
bé s€ khong tinh 1a1?”, cau tra 161 cia bac si Shindou nhu c6 chut trat chia
so voi tinh than chién dau ctia Kazumasa.

Sau khi hit vao mdt hoi, bac si Shindou néi, “Anh chi nén chuén bi tim
1y 1a hon.”

“Huc”, Kaoruko bat ra mot tiéng, vui mat vao hai ban tay. Kazumasa
khong thé nao ngan lai nhitng con run nhe dang lan ra khap co thé.

“Co chira tri tiép cling khong c6 hi vong gi sao? Phai sém bo cudc
s20?” Anh cay dang hoi.

Bac si Shindou khé& chép d6i mat sau cap kinh.

“Puong nhién, hién gid chung t6i van dang dbc toan luc chita tri.
Nhung, dén thoi diém hién tai, chiing t6i vin khong xac dinh dugc bat cir
dau hiéu hoat dong ndo ctia nio cd bé. Song ndo ciing chi 1a mot duong
thang.”

“Song nio... vay la chét nio u?”

“Theo nguyén tic thi trong giai doan hién tai, ta chua thé str dung tir d6
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dugc. Song nao biéu thi hoat dong dién tich trong dai nao ctia chu nhan.
Trong truong hop cuia chau, ta chi ¢ thé xac dinh duogc 1a gio dai ndo dang
khong hoat dong.”

“Ngoai dai nao ra, cac khu vuc khac c6 co hoi hoat dong khong?”

“Truong hop ndy, chau bé di bi chimg réi loan y thirc do ton thuong
ndo hay con goi 1a tinh trang séng thuc vat. Nhung...” bac si Shindou can
moi, “kha ning d6 cling rat thap, t6i xin 18i khi phai néi vay véi hai ngudi.
Trong truong hop cua nhitng bénh nhan thuc vat, song ndo tuy cd khac
thudng nhung van biéu hién. Nhung tinh hinh chau theo két qua chup so
ndo MRI thi khé c6 thé néi 1a ndo bod van dang hoat dong.”

Kazumasa vd nguc. Anh cam thay khé the. Khong phai, sau trong 1ong
nguc anh dang cam giac dugc mot con dau that lai. Ngdi khong ciing thay
kho so. Phai hoi cai gi d6, nhung dau 6c anh chang hién 1én ndi diéu gi.
Pau oc tir chdi ca nhiém vu suy nghi mét roi.

Bén canh anh, Kaoruko van vii mit trong hai ban tay. Co thé ¢6 ¢t run
1én ting hoi.

Kazumasa hit mot hoi that sau roi 1én tiéng hoi, “Nhiing thong tin du bi
chi c6 vay thoi sao?”

“Pung thé,” bac si Shindou tra 1i.

Kazumasa dat tay 1én lung Kaoruko. “D1i gap con thoi.”

Nudc mit tira ra tir nhitng k& ngon tay dang 6m ldy guong mit co.

Theo huéng dan cta bac si Shindou, hai nguoi budc vao phong cap
ctru. Pung hai bén thanh givong la hai vi bac si véi vé mat nghiém nghi
dang quan sat dung cu do, diéu chinh may moc gi do. Bac si Shindou thi
tham vao tai mot nguoi trong s6 ho. Vi bac si kia dap 101 voi vé nghiém
trong. Khong nghe rd ho néi gi.

Kazusama cing Kaoruko lai gin giuvong, nhitng suy nghi u am lai vay

lay ho.
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Co6 bé dang say ngu noi do, khong ai khac chinh 1a con gai ho. Lan da
trang, gd ma tron, d6i moi hong. ..

Nhung khong thé néi 1a gidc ngti ém dém duogc. Co thé con bé ndi voi
du thur 6ng dan. Nhat 1a may ho hép nhan tao dang choc vao cd hong, nhin
cling du dau, Kazusama va Kaoruko chi uéc c6 thé thé vao chd ctia con.

Bac si Shindou lai g?m, nhu nhin thdu tim gan cua Kazumasa, noi,
“Chau bé khong tu thd duge. Co thé nd luc dén mirc no, ching t61 déu cb
gang ca. Hay hiéu cho day 1a moi nd luc cta ching t6i rodi.”

Kaoruko d3 dom lai gan giuong nhung chot ngimg bude. Co quay lai
phia bac si Shindou, “T6i1 cham vao mat con bé duoc cht?” Co hoi.

“Ctr ty nhién, hdy cur cung nung chau d1,” bac si Shindou dap 101.

Kaoruko dén dimg canh giudng, cd rut ré cham tay vao go ma trang
tréo cia Mizuho.

“Am 4p qua. Mém mai qua.”

Kazusama ciing dén dting bén canh Kaoruko nhin con gai. Tuy co thé
con bé bi ndi voi da tha linh kinh nhung néu ngam ki, guong mat d6 binh
yén nhu dang say ngu.

“Con bé 16n hon nhiéu rdi,” cau ndi chang co chut gi phu hop véi bdi
canh luc 4y. Lau 1am r6i, anh méi thdy gwong mit nga yén ciia Mizuho nhu
vay.

“Pung khong?” Kaoruko thi thim. “Nam nay em da phai mua 4o boi
méi cho né day.”

Kazumasa nghién ring. Pén gio phit nay, long anh da nghen @ rdi.
Nhung anh khéng duoc khoc. Anh di dan 10ng néu co phai khoc ciling
khong phai bay gio, do 1a chuyén cua sau nay.

Mot man hinh hién thi lot vdo mat anh. N6 1a may gi vay nhi,
Kazumasa khong biét. Dudong nhu khong cam dién, man hinh chi 1a mot

mau den thui.

33



Hinh anh cta Kazumasa va Kaoruko phan chiéu trén man hinh do.
Ngudi chong mic bd vest den va ngudi vo trong chiéc vay mau xanh tham,
trong nhu thé dang mic d6 tang.

4

Bac si Shindou bao c6 chuyén muén noéi v6i hai ngudi. Khi ho quay lai
can phong luc trude, Kazumasa va Kaoruko lai mot lan nita doi dién vai vi
bac si.

“T6i nghi chac hai vi cling da hiéu, tinh trang ¢ bé cuc ky hiém nghéo.
Puong nhién, ching t6i van tiép tuc cong viéc tri li€u, nhung ching to1
khong hi vong chau gai co thé phuc hoi, chi c6 thé kéo dai su song cta
chéu thoi.”

Bén canh anh, Kaoruko lay tay che miéng. Budng ra mot tiéng nic
nghen.

“Nghia 1 con bé sé& chét sao?” Kazumasa 1én tiéng hoi.

“Vang,” bac si gat dau. “Chuyén d6 sé& dién ra liic nao, toi khong thé tra
161 cau hoi nay duge. Chinh ban than té1 cling khong rd nita. Trong cac
truong hop nhu cia chau, thuong chi vai ngay sau tim s€ ngung dap.
Nhung tré con lai 1a mot chuyén khac. C6 trudng hop, cac bé co thé kéo dai
su sdng dén vai thang troi. Chi 13, khong c6 co hoi phuc hoi. Diéu nay toi
c6 thé khing dinh. C6 kéo dai ciing chi 1 séng tam ma thoi.”

Tung 101 cta bac si, nhu tac lai dau do trong da day. “Théi dugc 101, toi
hiéu r6i,” anh chi muén quat 1én nhu vay.

“Chéc anh chi da ndm duoc van dé roi chi?”

Véi cau hoi co phan nhu thic ép tir d6i phuong, ho chi ¢ thé lang 18
noi vang.

“Vay thi,” bac si Shindou thang lung 1én, diéu chinh lai dang ngoi, “tir
gi0, khong phai la vai tro bac si nita, to1 s€ noi chuyén vé1 anh chi trong vai

tro nhan vién di€u phoi cay ghép noi tang cua bénh vién.”
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“Sao?”

Kazumasa nhuéng may. Anh da khong thé tién liéu trude nhitng 101 nay.
Kaoruko ngdi bén canh anh ciing ngimg cir dong. C6 1& ¢ 4y ciing co
chung suy nghi voi1 anh. Vi bac si nay dang no1 gi vay.

“Anh chi thay bdi r6i cling khong la. Nhung voi tinh trang cua chau, toi
thiy cAn néi vé van dé nay voi anh chi. Xét vé mot nghia ndo do, day la
quyén loi cta chau va cua ca anh chi Harima nira.”

“Quyén loi...”

Nhitng 16i néi d6 khién Kazumasa hoi kho chiju. Pay khong phai nhiing
161 anh nghi minh s€ phai nghe trong hoan canh nay.

“T6i nghi hoi diéu nay kha thira thii nhung anh chi da dang ky hién
tang ctia con gai chua? Hay anh chi ting néi chuyén vé hoat dong cay ghép
ndi tang va hién tang cho chau trudc day chua?”

Kazumasa nhin guong mat bac si Shindou néi nhirng 161 nghi€m tac
kia, anh lic dau.

“Con bé lam gi biét nhimg thir d6. Ciing chang c6 1y do nao lai ndi dén
chuyén do6 ca. Anh xem, n6 mdéi sau tudi théi ma.”

“Cling ding,” bac si Shindou gat dau. “Vay thi, to1 mudn hoi hai vi phu
huynh, néu chau bi xac nhan 1a chét ndo, hai ngudi c6 dong ¥ hién tang
khong?”

Kazumasa hoi bat ngira nguoi ra sau. Anh khong thé 1ap tirc c6 cau tra
1061 cho cau hoi cua bac si. Pem ndi tang cia Mizuho hién cho mot ai khac?
Anh chua timg nghi dén nhitng chuyén thé nay cho dén tan hom nay.

Kaoruko ngang dau 1én véi vé phat y.

“Bac si dinh cay ghép ndi tang ctia Mizuho sao0?”

“Khong phai thé. Toi khong c6 y d6,” bac si Shindou voi vang xua tay.
“T6i chi mubn xac dinh nguyén vong ctia anh chi théi. Pay 1a mot thu tuc

trong cac ca bi nghi chét ndo. Néu anh chi tir chdi cling khong sao. Xin thir
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16i nhung toi chi lam dung bon phan mat diéu phéi vién trong bénh vién,
t6i khong co bat cir lién quan gi dén phiu thuat cay ghép noi tang. Ké ca
gia dinh c6 dong y hién tang thi ciing s& do diéu phdi vién bén ngoai tiép
nhan viéc nay. To61 chi c6 nhi€ém vy xac nhan y kién cua gia dinh thoi. To1
khong hé c¢6 y doi hoi anh chi phai hién tang.”

Kaoruko bdi r6i nhin Kazumasa. C6 dy van dang soc vi tinh canh bat
ngo nay, suy nghi con chua theo kip.

“Néu t6i tir chdi thi sao?” Kazumasa hoi.

“Ciing chang sao ca,” bac si Shindou diém tinh dap. “Cu tiép tuc tinh
trang ndy thoi. Co bé dang cho chét nén ta chi c6 thé doi dén luc d6 thoi.”

“Néu ching t6i dong y?”

“Néu la thé,” bac si Shindou hit vao mét hoi that sau, “ching toi s& tién
hanh tham dinh chét ndo.”

“Chét ndo... 3, ra thé,” Kazumasa d3 bit didu nim duoc tinh hinh. Anh
nhé ra 101 bac si Shindou luc trude, “Theo nguyén tic thi trong giai doan
hién tai, ta chua thé st dung nhitng cau do6 dugc.”

“Nghia 1a sa0?” Kaoruko hoi. “Tham dinh chét ndo 13 gi vay?”

“Pling theo nghia den ctia n6. Ching t6i s& tién hanh tham dinh chinh
thitc xem chau bé co bi chét ndo hay khong. Néu chau chua chét nio ma
phau thuat 1y noi tang cta chau 13 giét nguoi con gi.”

“Khoan d nao. Toi van chua hiéu. C6 nghia 1a chua chic Mizuho da bi
chét ndo u? Lic ndy bac sinéi co thé con toi s& & trong tinh trang nay dén
vai thang troi 1a y nay u?”

“Khoéng phai thé... c¢6 iy di hiéu 1am dung khong?”, Kazumasa nhu
mudn bac si Shindou x4c nhan lai.

“Dung, hiéu 1am 16i”, bac si Shindou cham réi thu cam, xoay nguoi vé
phia Kaoruko. “Ké& ca co bi chét nio, c6 bé van co thé ton tai ching ay thoi

gian, d6 moi la y nghia chinh xac.”
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“Sao, nhung, néu thé thi...” mat Kaoruko lai ang nudc. “Néu thé, con
bé c6 thé séng thém nhiéu thang nita, nhung ta van phai giét né lay noi tang
sao?”

“Céach noi giét nguoi thi khong dung 1am nhung...”

“Chang phai nhu thé u? N6 vin con dang song so so ra ddy, lai cudp di
sinh mang d6 chang phai 1a giét nguoi con gi.”

Cau hoi cua Kaoruko qué hién nhién. Bac si Shindou thoang c6 chut
nhu nghen 161, miéng ctr ha ra.

“Néu xac dinh 1a da chét ndo, ngudi ndy xem nhu da chét, khong thé
goi 1a giét ngudi dugc. DAu trai tim van dang dép, ciing chi 13 mot xac chét.
Khi két qua thim dinh chét ndo chinh thirc duoc dua ra cling 1a ngay gio tir
vong cua nguoi do.”

Kaoruko lic dau bat phuc. “C6 chét ndo hay khong, may ngudi biét
duoc béng cach nao? Véi lai, tai sao méy nguoi khong tham dinh luon di?”

“Boi vi” Kazumasa ndi. “Néu ta khong dong ¥ hién tang, ho khong thé
tién hanh thim dinh chét ndo. D6 1a nguyén tac.”

“Tai sao?”

“Béi vi... do 1a nhiing gi phap luat da quy dinh.”

“Phép luat u... em khong hicu.”

“Pay 1a mot quy dinh kha kho hiéu,” bac si Shindou néi. “Quy dinh nay
cling kha dic biét trén thé giéi. Nhiéu qudc gia khac di chap nhan rang chét
ndo dong nghia voi cai chét. Mot khi da xac nhan 1a nguoi nay bi chét nio,
dau trai tim van con dang dap, ho ciing sé& tir bo moi chira tri. Duy tri sinh
mang ciing chi nham phuc vu muyc dich hién tang. Tuy nhién, trong trudng
hop ctia nude ta, ngudi dan van chua chdp nhan van dé nay, nén nhiing ca
khong dong v hién tang, chét tim méi 1a chét. N6i ding ra, day 1a lua chon
gitra hai cach chét. Luc déu, t6i c6 néi dén chir ‘quyén loi’, d6 1a quyén cia

hai vi muon tién con gai minh theo cach nao, chét tim hay chét nao, do la
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quyén lua chon cua cac vi.”

Do 16i giai thich ctia bac si hay da dan ngidm tinh hinh, anh cam thay
stc luc dang ro1 khoi bo vai Kaoruko.

“Anh nghi sao?”

“Gi co?”

“Chét ndo. Chét ndo nghia 1a chét han u? Cong ty ctia anh chang phai
dang nghién ctru vé lién két gitra ndo bd véi may moc sao? Vay thi, anh
phai hiéu r6 van dé nay cha?”

“Bén anh nghién ctru 1ay tién dé chinh 13 bd ndo dang con sdng co. Anh
chua bao gio nghi dén truong hop bo ndo di chét ca.”

Gidy phut anh dap 10i c6 nhu thé, mét thir gi d6 nhu bat ra trong dau
Kazumasa. Nhung trude khi kip thanh hinh né da voi tan bién di.

“Cac truong hop gia dinh déng ¥ hién tang thuong do moi nguoi co
nguyén vong manh meé dé mot phr?m than thé chau bé duoc luu lai trén thé
gidi ndy. Nhiéu nguoi ciing cho day 1 viéc gitip nguoi.”

“Nhung,” bac si Shindou tiép 10i, “chiing t6i ciing chang gay khé khin
gi néu quy vi khong dong y. Toi xin nhac lai, ddy 1a quyén loi cta hai vi.
Chinh vi vay, hai nguodi cling khong phai tra 101 to61 ngay,” béac si Shindou
nhin ca Kazumasa va Kaoruko mdt 1an nita. “Mong hai vi hdy tir tir suy
nghi vé chuyén nay. Toi nghi viéc nay ciling phai ban bac v4i nhiing nguoi
khéc nira.”

“Chung t61 c6 bao nhiéu thoi gian?”

“Chuyén nay thi...” bac si Shindou nghiéng ddu trudc cau hoi cua
Kazumasa. “Toi chang thé noi gi nhiéu. Nhu t6i di néi lic ndy, tir khi chét
ndo dén luc tim ngimg dap chic phai kéo dai dén vai ngay. Nhung néu trai
tim chau bé ngimg dap, phan 16n noi tang ciing khong thé cay ghép dugc.”

Néu chon chét ndo thi nén dong ¥ sém, nguoi d6 co ¥ noi vay ching?

Kazumasa quay sang Kaoruko.
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“Ta vé nha thoi, thir suy nghi mot dém xem sao.”

Kaoruko chdp mit. “Dé Mizuho lai nhu vay sao?”

“Anh hiéu em mudn & bén con bé. Anh ciing vay. Nhung anh c6 cam
gidc néu thé ta s& khong thé binh tinh ma suy xét moi thir dugc.” Kazumasa
nhin sang bac si Shindou, “Hiy dé ngay mai ching toi tra 10i bac si c¢6 dugc
khong?”

“Thé cling tdt,” bac si Shindou dap 101. “Duya theo kinh nghiém cua t6i,
it ra cling phai mat doi ba ngay. T6i khong dam noi chic, mong anh chi
chuan bj tinh than san sang. Néu xay ra bat ctr thay d6i gi, chiing toi sé& lién
hé voi gia dinh ngay 1ap tirc, mong moi ngudi hiy ludn dé dién thoai lién
lac duoc.”

Kazumasa gat dau. “C6 dugc khong em?” Anh hoi Kaoruko.

N&i so hai lan trong day mat, c6 khé gat dau. “Trude khi tro vé, em
muén gip Mizuho 1an nita.”

“Pung rdi. Chang t6i gip con bé duge chu?”

“Duong nhién,” bac si Shindou tra 101.

Luc vé dén nha ¢ Hiroo thi ciing d3 qua 10 gid. Khi budc qua cong vao
dén hang hién, Kazumasa bi giang xé boi du moi loai cam xtc phuc tap.
Phai dén mot ndm roi anh méi lai bude chan vao ngdi nha. Anh that khong
nghi minh lai tr& vé trong tinh canh nay.

Khi mé canh ctra hién, bd phan cam tng ngay lap tirc ¢6 phan ting, dén
bat 1én. Kaoruko dang coi giay bat chot ngimg lai nén anh nhin ¢6 va thay
anh mat c6 dang nhin nghiéng nghiéng xudng dudi.

Noi d6 ¢6 mot doi xang dan nho nho. Mau hong véi dai bang do do.

“Kaoruko,” Kazumasa goi co.

Luc d6, guong mit ¢6 da nhan lai. Co quing phat giay di, lao 1én trén
cau thang ngay gan do.

Kazumasa cling c61 giay ra. Khi anh dang cham rai di lén cau thang,
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budc chan chot khung lai.

Boi anh nghe thiy tiéng gao khoc ctua Kaoruko. Tiéng khoc nhu gio
thét kia nhu thé boc phat ra tu day tdi den cua tuyét vong, doi lai trong anh.
Lan song dau kho day ap birc d6 khién Kazumasa khong dam budc thém
nua.

5

C6 mét chai Bunnahabhain trong phong khach. Chai ruou ubng do
dang tir mot nam trudc van con day. Anh vao trong bép lay ra mot cai ly
cao, b it da lay tir ti lanh vao. Ngdi xudng sofa trong phong khéach, anh rot
Whisky vao ly, tiéng da v& tanh tich. Sau may lan dung dau ngon tay gay
vién da lan tron, anh 1lam mdt hoi. Thr huong vi déc trung tir co hong xdc¢
1én miii.

Anh khong con nghe thay tiéng khoc ciia Kaoruko nita. C6 khong co ¥
trén khoi ndi budn, co 1& chi dé cing ¢6 sttc manh cho minh. Anh muong
tuong ra hinh anh ¢ ndm Gp minh trén givdng, ddm dia nudc mat.

Dit ly trén ban, Kazumasa nhin quanh moét lugt can phong. b6 dac van
chang khac gi so voi mot ndm truée. Nhung khong khi da khac nhiéu. Ta
phong khach vén van dugc trang tri bang nhiing cai dia tranh that dep gio
xép day 0 t6 dd choi. Trong gbc phong, mot cai xe trugt dan hinh nhan vat
hoat hinh noi tiéng, cd mot 6 to choi chan danh cho tré nho dé gon déy.
Khéng chi c6 thé.

Bup be, do Xép hinh, rdi bong - diu tich ctia mot cb bé sau tudi va mot
cau bé bdn tudi khoe manh hién hién rd rang.

Chéc Kaoruko sip xép lai cin phong cho 1 tré ddy. C6 1& ¢o ciing danh
kha nhiéu thoi gian ¢ noi ndy. Pé tranh cho 1ii tré mang cam giac thiéu thén
vi khong con bd, ¢ han di tu tay lam nhiéu thi.

C6 tiéng budc chan. Anh nhin ra thi thay Kaoruko dd dimg sin & 16i

vao. Ao phong va vay dai, co da thay sang bo do khac. Mai toc ro1 boi, mat
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sung hup vi nuéc mat. Chi trong mot khoang thoi gian ngin, trong cd gay
xop han di.

“Em cung udng duoc cht?” Kaoruko nhin chai rugu trén ban, ndi véi
giong yéu 6t.

“A, ciing dugc ma.”

Kaoruko vao bép. Anh nghe thay tiéng nhung chang rd ¢6 dang 1am gi.
Mot luc lau sau, co6 quay lai vo1 mot cai khay, bén trén 1a cai ly, mot chai
nudc khoang nho, va mot cai dap da.

Ngdi xudng goc gilta Kazumasa va cai ban, Kaoruko im ling bat dau
dap nho da. Hinh nhu c6 khoéng quen véi chuyén ndy vi von ciing chang
may khi ubng ruou.

Pén khi théy da da dap vua do, Kaoruko thd ra nhe nhom.

“Cam giac ky la that nhi? Con gai dang trong tinh trang nhu thé, vo
chong lai ra nhau uéng ruou. Ba thé con 1a mot ciap dang trong giai doan ly
than tién ly hon nita chi.”

Co noéi nhu doc thoai khién anh khong biét phai dap lai kiéu gi,
Kazumasa im ling ubng Whisky.

Khoang ling kéo dai thém mét lac nira. Cudi cing, ngudi pha v& nd
chinh 13 Kaoruko. “Khong thé tin dugc,” ¢6 1am bam.

“Mizuho d3 khong con trén thé gidi ndy nita... Em von chang ddm nghi
dén nhing chuyén nhu thé.”

Anh ciling thé, cau noi 1én dén mi¢ng Kazumasa lai danh nudt vao
trong. Nghi dén s6 1an gip mit Mizuho trong suét mot nim rong, anh co
cam giac minh khong du tu cach noi ra diéu nay.

Nam chit ly rugu, Kaoruko lai bit dau nac 1én. Nudc mét tran xuéng
ma, nho long tong xudng san. C6 véi lay hop khin gidy gan day, lau nude
mét cua minh roi lai lau mat san.

“Nay”, c6 no1. “Ta lam sao day anh?”
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“Vuy hién tang u?”

“Um. Ta vé nha dé noi chuyén nay con gi.”

Kaoruko th¢ dai.

“Néu céy ndi tang cua con bé vao co thé ai do, mot phﬁn than thé cua
Mizuho s& van con lai voi thé gidi nay ding khéng?”

“Con tuy theo cach nghi. Dau tim hay gan ctia con bé van con khong cé
nghia 13 linh hon con bé van con trii ngu trong d6. Puong nhién, néu nghi
rang s& giup dugc nhitng ngudi can cdy tang thi sy ra di cta con bé ciing
khong phai 1a vo6 ich.”

Kaoruko gac tay lén tran.

“N6i thang ra, em cam thy ctru giup nhitng ngudi minh chua timg gip
hay khong em ciing chang dang dé tam. Chic 1a do em ich ky.”

“Anh ciing chang hon gi em. Gid nay, anh chang thé suy nghi cho
nguoi khac duoc. Vi lai, ho co céy ndi tang con bé vao co thé ai chic cling
chang noi cho minh biét dau.”

“Vay sa0?” Kaoruko mé to mét véi vé ngac nhién.

“Chic chan vay roi. Ddu c6 dong y cho cdy ghép ndi tang, ta ciing
khong thé biét ching s& bi dua dén dau. Tuy c6 thé ho s& bao cho ta biét ca
phau thuat cdy ghép d6 c6 dién ra suén sé hay khong.”

“Htrm,” khit mtii mot tiéng, Kaoruko lai chim vao suy nghi. Tu luc do,
thoi gian lai tréi trong thinh lang.

“Nhung ma,” lic Kazumasa da uéng can ly thu hai, co6 lam bam, “ta ¢
thé nghi van ton tai ¢ noi nao do.”

“...Y em la sa0?”

“Chi can nghi 1a nguoi dang giit tim ctia con bé, ngudi nhan duoc gan
ctia con bé dang & dau d6 trén thé giéi nay, ngdy hom nay vin dang song
khoe manh 1a duoc, chi can ta nghi nhu thé théi... Anh thdy sao?”

“Chang biét nira. Tat ca chi 1a co 1€. Hon nira,” Kazumasa guc dau
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xubng, “anh khong thé nghi dén chuyén dem hién tang cia Mizuho, ciing
ching thé 1am noi.”

“Dung nhi,” Kaoruko khé tham thi 16i lai cho d4 vao cdc, co luc lic
dau. “Khong dugec. Pén chuyén Mizuho da chét em con chéng tin ndi, sao
nghi dén nhitng chuyén nay dugc day. That qua kho so.”

Kazumasa ciing dong cam véi c6. Anh van thay l1an cén chat gi 1a la.
Tai sao chi c6 vo chong anh phai chiu thir thach quai ac nay.

Nhung 15i ctia bac si Shindou lai vong vé. “Toi nghi ngoai ra ciing can
phai ban bac v6i nguoi khac vé chuyén nay.”

“Hay ta thir hoi ¥ kién moi ngudi xem,” Kazumasa noi.

“Moi nguo1?”

“Hai bén ndi, ngoai, anh chi em chéng han?”

“A,” Kaoruko gt dau véi vé mét moi. “DPung roi.”

“Ta khong thé tip trung moi ngudi vao cai gio nay duoc. Hay goi dién
hoi y kién xem sao0?”

“Ciing duoc nhung...” Kaoruko nhin anh voi anh maét triing sdu.
“Nhung ta nén m¢ 161 sao day?”

“Chuyén d6,” Kazumasa liém moi, “chi c6 cach noi sy that thoéi. Dau
sao bd me em ciing dd biét chuyén xay ra rdi. Ctr néi v6i bd me chuyén da
khong thé ciru duoc con bé nita, roi hoi y kién vu hién tang la dugc.”

“Chang rd em c6 thé giai thich rd rang vu chét nio kia khong.”

“Néu thay kho khin qu4, anh sé& giai thich thay em.”

“Vang, ctt dé em thir xem. Anh dung dién thoai ban khong?”

“Thoi, dé anh goi di dong. Em cur dung dién thoai nha di.”

“Vang,” dap thé réi Kaoruko dung day. “Em s& goi dién trong phong
ngu.”

“Hiéu roi.”

Kaoruko budc nhitng budc ndng né ra phia ctra. Nhung trude khi roi
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phong, c6 quay lai.

“Anh c6 thiy gidn me v&i Miharu khong? Chinh ho di khong trong
nom Mizuho tir té.”

Chiéc co dinh n6i dén chuyén ¢ bé boi. Kazumasa lic dau.

“Anh hiéu hai nguoi d6. Ho khong 1am diéu gi vo trach nhiém dau. Co
18, chinh ban than ho gio cling khong biét phai 1am sao nita.”

“Anh nghi vay u? That long em mubn ndi cau voi hai nguoi do.”

Kazumasa cam thdy hoi bdi rdi khéng ré co6 nén dong tinh véi co
khong, anh x4c nhan lai thai do ciia minh mot 1an nita. “Néu c6 1a em hay
anh & d0, c6 18 két qua ciing nhu vy thoi.”

Kaoruko chdm rii chép mat noéi cam on roi roi di.

Kazumasa kéo cai 4o da cdi1 ra virt bén canh lai gén, léy dién thoai tur tii
40 trong. Anh bat nguon 1én kiém tra thi da thay c6 may tin nhin. Nhung c6
vé khong c6 cai nao khan cp ca.

Anh do s6 cta ong Tatsurou tir danh sach. Trudc khi goi dién, anh can
nhic xem minh nén néi gi. Khong gidng nhu bé me Kaoruko, bd Kazumasa
chua biét chuyén gi di xay ra v6i chau gai minh. Lic con ¢ trong phong
doi bénh vién, anh da suy nghi bao lan xem c6 nén goi cho 6ng Tatsurou
khong nhung da quyét rang doi co két qua roi lién lac sau.

Pang mudi ndm trude, me anh di sang thé gidi bén kia vi chimg ung
thu thyc quan. Ptra con trai duy nhat ciia ba mai chang chiu két hon, ba da
ra di trong hdi tiéc vi chang c6 co hdi nhin duoc mit chau, nhung gio thé
nay c6 khi nao voi ba lai 1a diéu tét. Véi tinh cach cia ba, néu biét duoc
dta chau yéu quy lai ra di dot ngdt nhu thé, chic ba chiang thé nao chip
nhan n6i. Chic ba s& ngl vui, hodc phat dién 1én va do moi toi 15i 1én ba
Chizuko va Miharu.

Sap xép lai ngdn tir trong dau minh, Kazumasa nhac may goi. Anh nhin

d6ng ho thdy moi qua 11 gid dém, nhung véi mot ngudi da bude sang tudi
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bay muoi 1am nhu 6ng Tatsurou ma néi thi da 1a kha mudn. Co 1& bd anh
van con thire. Ngay sau khi Kazumasa két hon va roi gia dinh, 6ng dem ban
can biét thu kiéu Nhat gia dinh da séng tir truGe dén lac béy gio, chuyén ra
séng mot minh trong mdt can ho cao cép. Ong co dung dich vu giap viéc
nén cudc sdng ciing khong co gi bat tién.

Sau vai hoi chudng, dau bén kia nhac may. “A 16, tiéng bod anh tram
tram vang 1én.

“Con day. G160 ta no1 chuyén dugc chur a?”

“U, sao thé?”

Kazumasa nudt nuéc bot danh ve rdi mo miéng.

“Hoém nay, Mizuho gdp tai nan & bé boi. Con bé bi dudi nudc, xe ciru
thuong da dua dén bénh vién,” anh tudn mot trang.

Cé6 cam tuong ong dang hit vao mot hoi. “Um, rdi sa0?”, su diém tinh
da ro1 bo giong noi cua ong.

“Con bé khong tinh lai. Ho néi 1a da khong con kha nang ctru chita.”

Huc, anh nghe thidy mot tiéng kéu bat ra. Nhu dé diéu hoa lai hoi thd,
ong Tatsurou im lang.

“A 106, a 16”, Kazumasa 1én tiéng goi bo.

Sau mot tiéng thd manh ra, 6ng Tatsurou héi, “Gio, tinh hinh con bé
sao?” Giong ong khan khan.

Kazumasa ké chuyén tiép tuc tri liéu hoi stre cép ctru nhung chi 1a kéo
dai su séng tho1 chtr khong c6 co hdi phuc hoi, anh ké ca vu chét ndo nita.

“Vay la Mizuho da... Thé 1a thé nao? Sao moi chuyén lai thanh ra nhu
vay?” Trong giong noi co ca cam giac sau tham 1dn phin no.

“Con bé cham phai cai luéi chd 6ng thoat nudc, ngodn tay bi ket khong
thé rat ra duoc. Nguyén nhan, tir gio' con s& tim hiéu. Nhung gid con khong
dinh n6i dén van dé d6. C6 chuyén nay con budc phai nghi di. Chinh vi

vay, con ma&i got dién cho bo.”
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“Chuyén nay u? La sao, con ¢ y gi?”

“Chuyén hién tang.”

“Ha?”

Mic ké ong Tatsurou van chua kip tiép thu ndi tinh hinh, Kazumasa bat
dau ké chuyén co nén chap thuan hién tang hay khong, ca chuyén thim
dinh chét ndo nita. Dén d6 thi 6ng Tatsurou bao khoan d3, ngit 1i anh.

“Thang nay, con nodi gi vay ha? Gid dau phai lac néi chuyén do. Trong
thoi diém song chét ciia Mizuho nhu vay.”

Nhiing 101 cua bd khién Kazumasa chot bat ra, a, ding roi. bay la phan
tmg thong thuong ma. Trong khi ta con chua thé chap nhan chuyén mot ai
d6 minh yéu thuong da chét roi, chiang ai c6 thé chdp nhan ndi vu cay ghép
ndi tang ca.

“Khoéng phai thé. Gio da qua cai thoi diém song chét d6 roi. Mizuho da
chét r6i, con dang néi dén chuyén sau d6 day.”

“Chét gi... D6 1a chuyén sau khi thim dinh co ma.”

“Thudng 14 nhu thé nhung ¢6 1& con bé da bi chét ndo rdi.”

Kazumasa phai giai thich thém vé luat phap ciia Nhat Ban ddi véi vu
nay. Co6 1& Kaoruko ciing phai chiu su kho so twong tu. Kazumasa nim
duoc vin dé nhung anh khong thé néi rd rang dugc.

May ma nhiing 10i kién tri giai thich ciia anh da gitip 6ng Tatsurou nam
bat dugc moi chuyén.

“Vay sao? Nghia 13, tuy trai tim van con dap nhung Mizuho da chét roi.
Khéng con ¢ thé gidi nay nita 10i, ¥ con 1 viy sa0?” Ong Tatsurou ndi nhur
thé dang néi v6i minh.

“Vang a,” Kazumasa dap 1o1.

“Aaa,” ong Tatsurou tho dai. “Sao lai thé? N6 con bé nhu vay co ma?
Van con tuong lai dai rong nhu thé. Sao lai ra co sy nay chua? Néu duoc,

sao khong dé 6ng nd chét thay cho. B6 may c6 thé hién ca cdi mang gia
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nay.”

Nhitng 10i d6 rat that long. Sau khi Mizuho chao doi it lau, ong
Tatsurou dd 6m dtra chau dau 1ong, miéng ndi cau “Vi dira tré nay bao ong
chét cling dugc” dén thanh quen.

“Vay, bd nghi sao?” Pén khi bd anh ngimng 101, Kazumasa hoi ong.

“... Chuyén hién tang u?”

“Vang. DAu sao, con ciing mudn nghe ¥ kién cta bd.”

Pau bén kia, ong Tatsurou rén ri.

“Cau hoi kho that day. Néu coi nhu da chét, dem ndi tang di ciru giup
nguoi khac ciing coi nhu mot hanh dong nhan dao. Nhung bé mudn chim
soc nd dén tan phut cudi cung.”

“Vay a? Con hiéu chép nhén hién tang 1a mot can nhéc 1y tri, nhung vé
mit tinh cam van con phan van nhiéu lam.”

“Néu 1a ndi tang cta chinh minh thi dé dang hon r6i. Khong sao dau, ctr
dung di. Nhung ndi tang cia mot 140 gia nhu bd c6 18 ching ai thém dén.”

“Néu 12 noi tang cua chinh minh... u?”

Dot nhién, anh chot nghi dén chuyén cam xuc Mizuho ra sao. Puong
nhién, chuyén nay von kho cé thé cé.

“Kazumasa!” Ong Tatsurou goi con.

“Bd s& dé may dtra tu quyét. Cac con c6 lya chon ra sao bd ciing khong
phan nan. B thdy nhiing chuyén nay chi c¢6 thé dé bd me né quyét dinh
thoi. Con thay sao?”

Kazumasa hit mot hoi that sau rdi dap, “Con hiéu rdi”. Trude khi goi
dién, anh da 16 mo du doan duoc bd anh s& noi nhu vay.

“B6 mudn gip Mizuho. Mai c6 dugc khong con? Chang biét c6 con gip
dugc khong nira.”

“A, con nghi chic mai s& duoc déy.”

“Vay thi, bd s& dén tham chau nd. Ma khong, tir tham gio cling chang
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con chuén x4c nira... Tém lai bd sé di. Bénh vién & dau?”

Kazumasa cho 6ng biét tén bénh vién va dia chi. “Cac con ct quyét lich
ngdy mai rdi nhan tin cho b. Ma con phai nhd cham lo cho Kaoruko nhé,”
noi thé rdi ong Tatsurou ngat may. Ong khong hé biét chuyén vo chong con
trai sap sta ly di. Chic ong ciing chi nghi cin ho Kazumasa dang thué o 1a
can nha thtr hai ma thoi.

Pit dién thoai xubng, anh véi ldy cai ly. Nhidp mot ngum moi thiy
huong vi d3 nhat di nhiéu. Anh véi ldy chai ruou, lai d6 Whisky ra.

Anh cam dién thoai, bat dau go vai tir khoa tim kiém. Do 1a tir “chét
ndo0” va “hién tang”.

Ngay lap ttc, nhiéu bai viét xuit hién. Nhit ra trong d6 mot sd bai co
v€ ¢0 ndi dung, anh ludt qua mot lugt. Tu chung, anh bat diu nam bat duoc
1y do tai sao gia dinh minh lai roi vao tinh canh lo nghi kho so nhu thé nay.

Can nguyén nam ¢ viéc stra doi Luat Cay ghép noi tang.

Trudce kia, chi khi x4c dinh dugce ban than bénh nhan c6 nguyén vong
hién tang, nguoi ta mo1 chép nhan chét ndo 1a chét. Thanh tht, ho stra doi
thanh trong céc truong hop khong thé xac dinh dugc ¥ nguyén cta bénh
nhan thi c6 thé nhan sy dong thuan tir phia gia dinh. Ké tir d6, chung ciing
duoc ap dung véi cac ca nhi nhu Mizuho, vén khong c6 kién thirc gi vé ciy
ghép ndi tang, dwong nhién ciing chang bao gid nghi duoc dén nhitng diéu
nay. Thuc chat, diéu luat sira d6i nay cling dong thoi x6a bo ranh gidi tudi
tac clia ngudi hién tang.

Vé chuyén chét nio, cling co tranh luén la néu ban than bénh nhan di
c6 y nguyén d6 ciing d& dang thuyét phuc gia dinh ho hon. Ho can phai ton
trong di nguyén ctia nguoi bénh. Nhung nhiing truong hop khac, phai don
¢ép su lua chon lén gia dinh bénh nhan thi sao?

Cang nghi cang khong biét vo chong minh nén 1am gi, Kazumasa quing

dién thoai ra mot chd, anh dimg day.
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Roi khoi phong khach, di doc theo hanh lang. Anh dimng lai ¢ dau cau
thang, dong tai nghe ngong. Khong hé nghe thay tiéng khoc 16¢ hay chuyén
trd gi tir trén ting hai vong xudng.

Anh ngin ngai budc 1én tang. Lai gan cin phong ngi nam cudi hanh
lang, anh thtr gd ctra. Nhung khong nghe thdy bat cir phan tng gi tir bén
trong.

C6 khi nao co ay tu tir roi khong, ¥ nghi u am d6 dot ngot 16e 1én,
Kazumasa mé ctra. Can phong tdi den, anh bat cong tic trén tudong lén.

Nhung Kaoruko khong c6 trong phong. Nhin ba cai gbi xép thanh hang
trén cai givong 16n, anh chot nghi dén chuyén ba me con cung nga voi
nhau trén chiéc giudng nay. Mot y nghi chang lién quan dén tinh hinh.

Néu c6 ay khong co trong nay thi di dau dugce co chir? Kazumasa suy
nghi, lai ro1 ra ngoai hanh lang. Anh mé& mot canh cura doi, bat den 1én.

D6 1a mot cin phong kiéu Nhat rong ¢& 8 chiéu*. Giita phong, anh thay
dang Kaoruko ngdi thu lu ¢ d6. C6 ay 6m chit mot con giu bong trong
long. N6 1a mon qua sinh nhat bd me Kaoruko tang chau gai dip sinh nhat
ba tu6i ciia Mizuho.

“Gan day,” cd noi v6i mot giong déu déu, “nd hay choi mot minh trong
can phong nay. Con bé con no1, me o1, m¢ khong dugc vao dau nhe.”

“...Vaya?”’

Kazumasa nhin quanh cin phong. Bén trong chiang bay bién thir gi, chi
c6 hai cai thung cac-tong xép canh mé tudng. Anh thay bén trong nio 1a
bup bé, nhac cu dd choi hay nhitng khéi xép hinh. Bén canh thung con dé
vai cudn sach tranh.

“Em dinh doi Mizuho vio tiéu hoc s& dung can phong nay lam thanh
phong hoc cho con bé.”

Kazumasa gt dau, budc lai gan 6 ctra s6. Anh c6 thé nhin xubng vuon

tir day. Khi xay dung cin nha ndy, anh dd muong tugng dén lac minh ding
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& vuon nhin 18n thay 1i tré vy tay véi minh tir 6 ctra s6 nay.

“Em goi cho bd me chua?”

“Roi,” Kaoruko dap vay. “Ai ciing khoc. Tai méi van khong thdy em
lién lac gi, moi nguoi co vé ciing doan 1a khong ctru ndi roi. Me ¢t ndi xin
16i con, xin 16i con bao 1an nhu cAu mong em tha thir vdy. Con ndéi muén
chét dé ta t6i.”

Nghi dén cam giac ciia bé me vo, Kazumasa ciing thdy trai tim minh
nhoi lén.

“Vay a2 Con chuyén hién tang, hai ngudi ndi sao?”

Kaoruko nhic dau khoi con tha bong.

“Tty chung ta thoi. Boi bd me khong thé quyét dinh duoc.”

Kazumasa dua vao tuong, roi tir tir tut xudng ngdi theo thé bang tron.
“Nha em ciing n6i vay a.”

“B6 ciing noi thé sao?”

“U. Tai bd nghi chuyén thé nay chi c6 chiing ta 1a ngudi c6 quyén quyét
dinh tho1.”

“Biét ngay ma, c6 1& 1a thé,” Kaoruko cho con thu nhoi bong van om
trén tay vao trong thung. “Gid con bé xuat hién trong gidc mo thi tét biét
may.”

“Giac mo?”

“Vang. Hién ra trong gidc mo, ndéi nd6 mudn chiing ta lam gi thi tét. B
me hiy lang 1& rat hoi thd cua con di hay hiy dé mot phan than thé cta con
duoc & lai v6i thé giéi nay ching han. Néu thé, ta s& 1am theo ding y con
bé. Em c6 cam giac thé thi chung ta s& chang co gi phai day dut,” ¢6 noi thé
roi lac lac dau. “Nhung ma khong duge. Chac em chang thé ngi ndi dém
nay.”

“Khi néi chuyén véi bd, anh ciing c6 suy nghi giéng em.

Neéu co cach nao biét dugc cam giac cua Mizuho thi hay roi. Anh thi
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anh nghi thé nhung khong rd néu con bé 16n 1én, r6i suy nghi vé van dé
nay, né s& quyét dinh ra sao day?”

Kaoruko nhin dam dam con giu bong. “Mizuho 16n én... u?”

“Em nghi sao?”

Anh c¢6 hoi em cling biét dau, Kazumasa dy doan co s& dap lai nhu vay.
Nhung Kaoruko chi guc dau im ling.

“Thuc ra, lac trude & cong vién,” c6 no1, “me con em da tim co ba 1a.
Mot nhanh ¢6 c¢6 bon 14. La con bé tim thay ddy. ‘Me oi, chi ¢6 bong nay co
bon 14 thoi.” Lic do, em di noi, ‘Cha, g101 qua, ai tim dugc thir nay s€é hanh
phuc 1dm day, ta mang n6 vé nhé’. Lac do, anh biét con bé néi gi khong?”
Co vura hoi vira xoay sang nhin Kazumasa.

“Khong biét”, anh lac dau.

““Mizuho d3 hanh phuc roi nén khong can dau. Ta dé lai nhanh co nay
cho ai khac di’, thé thoi. Con bé cau mong hanh phuc s€ dén v4i mot ai d6
no6 chua ting gap mat.”

Nhu thé c¢6 thi gi nghen @ trong 16ng nguc. Pot nhién, nudc mat trao
ra, udt nhoe tim mét Kazumasa.

“Con bé that ngoan,” giong anh nhu tac lai.

“Dung, con b¢ that ngoan.”

“La nho ¢ em,” Kazumasa lay ngén tay gat di nudc mat.

“Cam on em.”

6

Kaoruko cho Kazumasa xem anh Mizuho dén tan khi troi himg sang,
roi anh tam thoi quay vé can ho & Aoyama. Can phai thay d6, réi con cong
viéc nita, néu nhu anh c6 thé sip xép duge mot sé viée rdi dung laptop lam
viéc & nha thi s& dé dang hon nhiéu.

Anh chiang chop mit dugc chat nao, ciing chang hé thdy minh budn

ngil. Nhung dau éc nang triu, nhitng ngdn tay gd trén ban phim tré nén ué
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0al.

Pén khi lam mot 1éo xong ca dong viéc, anh nhin dong ho thi d gan 9
gid sang. Anh hen gip Kaoruko luc 10 gio & bénh vién. Anh cling c¢6 nhin
ong Tatsurou vay. Theo nhu Kaoruko, c6 vé nhu bé me ¢d cling mudn gip
Mizuho.

Anh voi tay 1ay dién thoai goi cho Kanzaki Makiko. Anh ciing chang
nhé ¢6 1an ndo goi dién cho ¢ vao sang Cha nhat. Chang biét c6 bat may
khong day.

Nhung khi tiéng chudng vira reo 1én, dién thoai thong ngay, “Vang,
chao budi sang. Toi Kanzaki ddy.” Anh nghe thiy giong néi tuoi tinh cua
cO.

“Chao em. Xin 15i phién em vao ngay nghi thé nay.”

“Khong sao a. Co viéc gi vay a?”

“Um, thuc ra.”

Anh cam thiy lo ling theo kiéu khac hin lac ké chuyén véi ong
Tatsurou. Anh khong muén t6 ra yéu dudi trude cap dudi, co 18 day 13 tim
1y cia mot doanh nhan chang.

“Con gai anh gap tai nan, gio dang trong tinh trang nguy kich.”

“0, bé Mizuho sao?” Giong Kanzaki Makiko pha chut thang thét.

Co 4y ciing timg gip Mizuho. Hinh nhu 1a trong bira tiéc nao do.

“Con bé bi dudi nuéc & bé boi. Hién dang chira tri trong bénh vién
nhung van chua tinh lai. Theo 161 bac si thi van chua tim ra cach kha di nao
dé ctru chita,” nhitng 101 ndi déu déu nhu cira vao tam tri.

“Troi a”, Kanzaki Makiko chi c6 thé thang thdt noi duogc dén thé. Mot
thu ky c6 nang luc, dang ra trong tinh canh nay ¢6 phai an ui diéu gi do, lai
chang noi ngay duogc 10 nao.

“Chinh vi thé, anh can em diéu chinh lich 1am viéc tir ngdy mai cta anh.

Nhitng thtr ¢ thé bo qua hay diéu chinh, em hiy tu xem xét va sip xép
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gium anh dugc cht?”

Sau mot khoang ling, “Em rd 10i”, ¢o Ay dap 10i.

“Mai chi c6 cudc hop ndi bd cong ty, em nghi 1a s& sip xép duge. Néu
nay sinh nhiing van dé can chi thi hay can sy danh gia, can nhéic cua giam
déc, thir ndo co thé gui trude em s& cd gang giri anh sém. Khi can kip, em
goi cho anh dugc cht?” Nghién ring noi that ranh rot nhung trong giong
noi ciia cd dudng nhu co chit run rdy. Anh tuéng twong ra hinh anh mot
Kanzaki Makiko dang dao dong nhung van luét tay trén cai may tinh bang
yéu quy cua minh.

“Thé ciing dugc. Anh khong c6 v dinh tat ngudn dién thoai nhung néu
c6 chuyén gi can thiét anh s& lién lac trude voi em.”

“Em hiéu roi. Van dé 1a lich 1am viéc tir ngdy kia tro di, ta nén lam thé
nao day? Em sé& cb ging hily nhiing cai c6 thé nhung tht Tu ta c¢6 budi gidi
thiéu san pham méi.”

Pung rdi. San pham anh d& mat nhiéu nim dau tu nghién ctu. Anh tu
tin vao no. Pay chinh la budc nhdy vot cua Harima Text ma anh da tu hao
tra 101 trén bai phong van cho tap chi doanh nhan.

Rt cude, minh van 1a con nguol cua cong viéc, Kazumasa nghi ngoi.
Vui dau vao cong viéc phu hop voi tinh cach cua anh hon, c¢6 1& mong
mudn x4y dung mot mai nha yén am, hanh phiic ¢6 gi d6 hoi 1éch véi con
nguodi anh.

“Giam doc,” Kanzaki Makiko goi anh.

“A... xin 161 em. Anh hoi lo déing mét chit, vé su kién nay, em hiy sip
xép dé anh xuat hién sat chuwong trinh nhé.”

“Em hiéu r6i. Vay em sé& 1ap hai ké hoach, trudng hop anh tham gia
duoc va truong hop 15 anh chang thé xuat hién. Néu anh khong thé xuét
hién, em s€ nho pho giam ddc dai dién thay anh nhé.”

“Thé cling dugc. A, con nira...” ban tay Kazumasa si€t chat dién thoai
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trong tay. “Mong em hay giit kin chuyén nay. Néu c6 ai héi... dung rdi, em
clr n6i 1a gia dinh c6 chuyén budn, dap vay gitip anh nhé.”

“Em rd 10i a.”

“Nho ca vao em ddy. Xin 18i, Cha nhat thé nay...”

“Anh khong can phai dé tAm. Chuyén quan trong hon la...” ¢6 vé nhu
cd dang diéu hoa hoi tho. “That sy khong con cach ndo sao a? Khong con
chut xiu hi vong nao vao ky tich s€ xay ra sao?”

Kazumasa nghién loi. Néu anh 15 10, chic co dy s& khoc mat.

“Song nao, khong con nira.”

Kanzaki Makiko im ling. C6 1& ¢6 ciling chang biét dap sao nira.

“Piéu d6 co nghia 1a gi, mot ngudi ¢b it nhidu kién thire vé BMI nhur
em chac hiéu ch(?”

“... Vang.”

“Vay, nho em nhé.”

“Em hiéu rdi. Giam dbc ciing nén giit gin strc khoe. Ca phu nhén nira.”

“Cam on em.”

Anh ngit may, d6i mat khé chdp trude tia ning manh mé luén qua rém
cua.

Ky tich u...?

Trong cudc ndi chuyén giira anh va Kaoruko, tir ndy d3 xuét hién khong
biét bao nhiéu 1an nhi. Néu ky tich xuét hién that, phai tra gia thé ndo anh
cling bat chap, ban than trd nén thé nao ciing chang sao. Nhung thuc chit,
mdi 1an budng ra tir 4y, anh lai cang cam thay no gia tao. Boi vi 1a thu
khong xuat hién nén méi goi 1a ky tich con gi.

Anh di tam, thay d6. Bung khong thay déi nhung van lay géi thuc pham
dinh dudng dang thach trong ta lanh ra tong vao da day roi méi roi khoi
nha. Anh biét hom nay s& 13 mot ngay dai.

Khi anh dén bénh vién, da thay Kaoruko & do6 roi. BO me c6 ay va
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Tkuto, ca Miharu va bé Wakaba ciing d3 dén noi. Ba Chizuko va Miharu
khoc dén sung bong mat. B6 vo anh - 6ng Shigehiko, hai tay chum trén dau
gbi, cti thip dau trudc mit Kazumasa.

“Xin 181 con. B6 that su khong con mat miii nao dé xin con tha thir. Toi
cia me ciling 13 t0i ctia bd. Con c6 ming c6 chiri, co lam gi bd cling xin
chiu,” 6ng cd nodi ra nhitng 101 nhu tiéng rén ri.

“Xin b dirng noi thé. Con biét d6 khong phai 1a 161 ctia me.”

Nhung mit 6ng Shigehiko nhin nhim ca lai, ong ctr lic ddu day sau
nao.

Kazumasa ra ding trudec mat ba Chizuko va Miharu.

“Ta nhat dinh phai tim hiéu nguyén nhén tai nan. Nhung du c¢6 thé nao,
xin hai nguoi cling dung tu trach minh.”

Tt khée mi nhdm chit, nudec mat ba Chizuko tran ra. Miharu up mat
vao hai tay.

Khong 1au sau, 6ng Tatsurou cling xuét hién. Ong mac mot bd vest nau,
con that ca ca vat. Sau khi 6ng Tatsurou 1én tiéng chao Kaoruko, 6ng ciing
cung véi ong ba Shigehiko bat dau than van vé ndi dau mat di dira chau gai.

Y ta dén goi gia dinh Kazumasa. Bac si Shindou duong nhu dang c6
thot gian.

Khi anh ctng Kaoruko dén cin phong hém qua, bac si Shindou di doi
san.

“Gio toi s& giai thich cho quy vi nghe tinh hinh,” hai ngudi vira ngoi
xudng, vi bac si da néi. “Pau tién, moi anh chi theo ddi man hinh nay,” ong
chi vao man hinh may tinh.

Thi hién thi trén man hinh ¢6 vé nhu 1a ndo bd ciia Mizuho. Toan bo di
chuyén sang mau xanh, van con sot vai chd, rat it thoi 13 mau vang tron 1an
vG1 mau do.

“N6 hién thj hoat dong cua ndo. Nhirng not mau xanh la khong con hoat
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dong nira, nhirng khu vuc mau vang va chat mau dé kia van con chat hoat
dong. Nhung khoang nio khong con hoat dong nita di trai ra dén muc nay,
nhu vay két luan kha ning ndo di mat di chic ning cta minh 14 rat cao
cling hop 1y thé1.”

Kazumasa im ling git dau. Kaoruko ciing khong c6 vé sé lai gao lén
dau kho. Ky tich s& khong xay ra ddu, ho di néi v6i chinh minh nhu thé.

“Anh chi da ban bac vo1 nhau chua?” Bac si Shindou héi.

“Roi,” Kazumasa dap lai. “Chi 13, truéc khi ra quyét dinh, c6 vai diéu
ching to1 mudn x4c nhan lai cho chic chin.”

“Chuyén gi vay?”

“Pau tién vé tham dinh chét ndo, trong trudng hop xac nhan dugc nan
nhan khong bi chét nio thi sao, con bé s& khong chiju dau dén gi chir?”

Bac si Shindou gat gu nhu thau hiéu. Nhu c¢6 ¥ mudn ndi, 6ng ciing
thuong gip cau hoi ndy 1dm roi.

“Dai ndo khong con hoat dong nén cling khong co y thic, con bé sé€
khong cam thdy dau dén dau. Nhung cac bd phan khac cia ndo co thé van
con phan ung. Khi do6, chung t6i s& ngung ngay tham dinh. Bénh nhéan
khong bi chét ndo, chung t61 s€ dua tré vé tri lidu.”

“Nhung t61 doc dugc trén mang la qua trinh tham dinh ndo chét nay tao
ganh nang rat 16n 1én bénh nhéan.”

“Y anh 1a bai kiém tra thé phai khong? Pung nhu ngudi ta néi. Ching
to1 s€ rut 6ng tho nhan tao ra trong mdt khodng tho1 gian 4n dinh, x4c dinh
xem ngudi ndy cé thé tu the duoc khong. Néu khong thé ty thd thi trong
khoang thoi gian d6, co thé khong thé tong hop duoc oxy nén sé tao ganh
ning rat 1on. Nhung bai kiém tra ndy s& tién hanh cudi cing.”

“Liéu no c6 thé tro thanh nguyén nhan 1am tinh hinh xau di khong?”

“Ciing c6 nguy co d6. Trong trudong hop c6 thé xay ra anh huong tiéu

cuc, chung t61 s€ dirng tham dinh, 161 danh gia chét nao tur diém do. Chubi
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kiém tra nay sé tién hanh hai 1an, dén 1an tha hai van xac dinh 13 chét ndo
thi cling 13 lic chinh thirc tuyén bd ngay gid tir vong ctia ngudi do.”

Giai thich ctia bac si Shindou rat hop 1y va d& hiéu. Bi thuyét phuc, anh
]am bam, “Vay sao?”

“Tham dinh chét ndo tién hanh khong phai vi bénh nhan. Hay hiéu rang
day 1a mot khau trong qua trinh cay ghép ndi tang. Nhiéu ngudi con noi
khong thé chap nhan theo khia canh sinh hoc hay néi trang ra 1a tir chbi.”

Ciing c6 thé that, Kazumasa ngdm nghi. Pém qua, liic néi chuyén véi
Kaoruko, anh di tra ciru kha nhiéu vé tham dinh chét ndo & trén mang. Anh
khong rd chi tiét vé timg xét nghiém mot nhung hai nguoi rat quan tim dén
bai kiém tra thdo 6ng thé nhan tao. Ping theo nghia den, dy 13 hanh dong
“ngung cho thd”.

“Tién hanh khong phai vi bénh nhan” Nghe vay thi anh hiéu y nghia
ctia viée tham dinh nay.

“Con gi nira khong?”” Bac si Shindou hoi.

Kazumasa nhin Kaoruko rdi quay sang nhin bac si.

“Néu chung t6i chap nhan hién tang, nhitng bd phan d6 s& dugc dem di
cay ghép cho ngudi nhu thé nao?”

Bac si Shindou ching c6 gi bat ngo trude cau hoi nay.

“Van dé nay, toi chang thé tra 10i dugc gi. Theo nhitng kién thic co
ban, toan qudc c6 khoang ba nghin bénh nhan dang ky loc mau, phan nhiéu
trong s6 d6 ¢ nguyén vong cay ghép than, thong thudng ludn cé chirng vai
chuc ca nhi doi cdy ghép tim, v6i chimng d6 thong tin thoi, ta khong thé biét
duoc ai s€ tiép nhan nd1 tang cua chau. Néu hai vi mudn nghe thong tin chi
tiét, 61 s& lién hé véi diéu phdi vién cay ghép. Puong nhién, anh chi c6 thé
tir ch6i sau khi nghe diéu phdi vién giai thich. Anh chi thdy sao?”

Kazumasa lai nhin Kaoruko 14n nita, sau khi nhan dugc cai gat dau cua

c0. “Nho bac si giup cho,” anh nd1 v61 bac st Shindou.
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“To6i hiéu roi, moi anh chi doi cho mét chut,” néi thé roi bac si Shindou
r01 phong.

Chi con lai hai nguoi, Kaoruko 1ay cai khan tay tir trong tai xach ra. Co
ding n6 chdm quanh khée mat, tham thi, “Khong hoi chuyén d6 xem chimg
lai tot hon.”

“Chuyén gi co?”

“Dém qua, ta d3 noi roi con gi. Luc phiu thuit... luc phiu thuat 14y noi
tang ra, liéu Mizuho c6 thdy dau khong y.”

“A, a,” Kazumasa nhe giong ndi. “Em c6 nghe nodi roi con gi. Pai nao
da khong con hoat dong nén s& khong cam thiy dau nita.”

“Nhung ma, trén mang cling noéi & nude ngoai ho van dung thudc giy
mé con gi. Gidy phit dao mo ctra vao than thé 1ay ndi tang ra, huyét ap
bénh nhan ting cao, bénh nhan ciing bat ddu c6 dau hiéu quan quai con gi.
Chinh vi vdy, ho méi dung dén thudc gay mé.”

“Chuyén d6 liéu c6 thuc khong day. Nhitng chuyén trén mang cling co
cai ding cai sai ma.”

“Néu 1a that thi sao? Con bé phai chiu dau d6n thi dang thuwong 1am.”

“Dang thuwong u...?”

Chét néo roi, con can phai lo ling gi dén chuyén dau dén nita. Tuy nghi
thé nhung chang cau tir nao thoat noi ra miéng. Ban than Kaoruko cé 18
cling hiéu nhitng diéu minh dang noi ky la dén muc nio.

“Ta ctr hoi diéu phdi vién bén cdy tang xem sao,” anh tra 101 c6 vay.

Cénh ctra m@, bac si Shindou da quay lai.

“T6i da lién lac voi diéu phdi vién cdy ghép tang. Khoang mot tiéng
nita ho s& dén.”

Kazumasa nhin déng ho deo tay. Pung 11 gio trua.

“Bd t6i va bd me vo ciing c¢6 dén. Moi nguoi mudn duoc gip Mizuho

lan cuo1.”
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“Puong nhién 1a dugc rdi,” nodi thé nhung guong mit bac si Shindou ¢o
mot chit boi rdi, roi nhu thé da quyét y, 6ng nhin hai vo chong Kazumasa.
“Co mot chuyén, t6i mudn hoi.”

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“T6i td mo vé 1y do hai vi xem xét chuyén ciy ghép noi tang. Puong
nhién, néu anh chi khong mudn tra 10 cling khong sao ca.”

Kazumasa gat dau, “Ta ndi duoc khong em?” Anh héi Kaoruko.
“Pugc,” ¢6 chdp mét.

Anh quay sang nhin bac si Shindou.

“T6i da can nhic Mizuho s& mong mudn diéu gi. Lic ay, vo t6i da ké
cho t61 mgt chuyén.”

Kazumasa ké lai chuyén co bon 14 véi bac si Shindou.

“Khi nghe chuyén dé, t6i nghi néu c6 thé xac dinh dugc y mudn cia
Mizuho, con bé s& mubn danh doi sinh ménh chi con chit xiu ctia minh dé
gitip d& cho nguoi khac dang phai chiu dau kho - Con bé chic s& chap nhan
nhu thé.”

Long nguc bac si Shindou phap phong, hit vao mot hoi kha 16n, roi tho
phao ra mot cai. Sau khi 6ng nhin mdt lugt Kazumasa va Kaoruko, 6ng cti
dau. “Toi s& ghi nh¢d diéu nay trong tim minh.”

Nhin vi bac si nhu thé, Kazumasa cam thiy tuy két qua that dau kho
nhung that may bac si phu trach lai 1a nguoi nay.

Ho goi 6ng ba dang doi trong phong doi gia dinh, moi ngudi cung di
gdp Mizuho.

Trén chiéc giudng cip ctru, Mizuho vin ngi yén trong tinh trang bi treo
giang v6i ca dong dng nghiém nhu hém qua. Nhin guong mit binh yén say
nga d6, dau trong 1y tri di thau hiéu nhung that kho chip nhan rang linh
hén c6 bé da chang con day nita.

Ba Chizuko va Miharu bat dau khoc. Tuy 6ng Shigehiko va ong
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Tatsurou khong roi nudc mat nhung lai can moi day vé dau long. Wakaba
bam chat léy me, chi c6 Ikuto nhu khong hiéu rd moi su gi dang xay ra, lo
dang nhin nguoi 16n.

Moi nguoi lan luot cham vao co thé Mizuho. Ch:fmg phai dé xac dinh
con bé co thuc chét ndo ma giéng nhu dang chia tay luu biét trong tang 18.
Pau tién la ong Shigehiko va ba Chizuko, tiép theo dén 6ng Tatsurou, tiép
nira [a Miharu va Wakaba, cham vao mat vao tay Mizuho va tro chuyén véi
con bé. Phong cip ctru ngép tiéng khoc.

Cudi cung 1a vo chong Kazumasa. Anh cung Kaoruko va Ikuto lai bén
giuong.

Nhin hang mi nhiam nghién ctia Mizuho, bao ky niém trdi 1én trong anh.
Tuy mot nam ndy chang miy lic dugc gip con nhung Kazumasa nhan ra
cubn album cua trai tim van khac ghi, tai hién trong anh v6 s hinh anh.
Ban than anh von khong min ma gi véi gia dinh con nhu vay. Ngudi ¢ bén
lii tré ngay dém nhu Kaoruko thi nhiing ky tc d6 con dau dén dén mirc
nao, chi twong tugng ra théi ciing du thay choang vang roi.

Kaoruko ghé mdi lai gan ma Mizuho. Va rdi, c¢6 tham thi noi 10i noi
tam biét dtra con yéu. “Hay hanh phic trén thién dudng...” nudc mat tic
nghen moi cau tu.

Kazumasa nam l4y tay trai ciia Mizuho, dat vao 1ong ban tay minh. Nho
bé, nhe bang, mot ban tay mém mai. Va, rit am. Xuc giac cho anh théy
nhitng mach mau van dang nhon nhip van dong noi do.

Kaoruko dit long ban tay 1én d6. Ban tay con gai nam giita déi tay bd
me.

Ikuto ruén ngudi, nhin nghiéng guong mat chi. Trong mat thang bé, chi
no6 chi dang ngu thoi.

“Chi 0i”, Ikuto cét tiéng goi nho nho.

Pung gidy phut d6. Ban tay Mizuho nhu giat minh dong day trong nam
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tay ciia Kazumasa. Chi 1a chit cam giac thoang qua thdi, anh thay con bé
co6 cu dong, tuy khong thé thue su tin tudng. V6i lai, cham vao tay anh
khong chi c6 mdi ban tay Mizuho. Trén d6 con cé tay Kaoruko nita. C6 thé
chi 13 tac dong truyén tir ctr dong ban tay c6 ma thoi.

Kazumasa nhin Kaoruko. Anh chot thdy gwong mit ngac nhién cua co
cling dang nhin minh.

Luc ndy 1 gi vay? Nhu thé ¢c6 mudn hoi anh cau d6. Em c6 cam giac
ban tay Mizuho dang cir dong, nhung chic 1a do anh ha? Khong c6 chuyén
ban tay Mizuho ctr dong dau, ding vay khong?

Ao gidc r6i. Kazumasa nhu long. Ikuto dot ngdt goi nhur thé, cam giac
ctia anh d3 bi rdi loan r6i chiang. Hay c6 1& anh di vo thirc cir dong.

Mizuho di chét roi. Lam gi c¢6 chuyén co thé cir dong.

“Ikuto”, Kazumasa goi con trai. “Con nam tay chi di.”

Cau con trai nho lai gan anh. Anh cAm ban tay phai ctia nd, dan vao tay
Mizuho.

“No1 tam biét di con.”

“... Tam biét.”

Kazumasa chuyén anh nhin tir Ikuto sang Kaoruko. Anh méi nhan thay
6 van dang nhin minh. Nhu thé ¢6 dang mudn héi anh diéu gi do.

Pung luc 4y, canh clra mo ra.

“Piéu phdi vién ghép tang di tGi roi.”

Vio sau bac si Shindou 1a mdt nguoi dan ong cd gwong mit hién hau.
Tuy téc di 16m dém hoa rAm nhung dang vé van vo ciing viing chai.

Nguoi dan 6ng lai gan gia dinh Kazumasa, rat tir trong tai nguc ra danh
thiép ctia minh.

“Tbi la Iwamura. Chuyén 1an nay, toi rat 1y lam tiéc. Vi gia dinh muén
hoi vé chuyén tham dinh hién tang nén t6i dén day. Néu con diém nao chua

hidu, hay ctr hoi to1.”
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Kazumasa chia tay phai ra dinh nhan lay tim danh thiép dang gio ra
nhung tir bén canh, canh tay Kaoruko chot gio ra nam lay c6 tay anh.

Sao thé, anh mudén hoi vy nhung guong mit vo 1am anh giat minh. Doi
mat ¢ mo to, van ca tia mau. Chic chan khong phai 1a sung huyét do khéc
nhiéu.

“Con gai t0i,” Kaoruko noi. “Van con séng. N6 chua chét.”

“Kaoruko...”

C6 xoay mit vé phia Kazumasa.

“Anh ciling biét ma. Mizuho van séng. Chic chin van con song.”

Hai nguoi nhin nhau. Anh thuc 10ng muén dong tinh voi thtr anh sang
bung 1én trong mét cd. Vo chdng c6 thé dong long nhét tri thé nay, da bao
nam roi méi lai co duoc.

Anh khong thé 10 di suy nghi quit cuong do6 ciia c6. Ké co thé ngan lai
¥ nghi d6 cua ngudi vo chi c6 thé 1a chong.

Kazumasa nhin ngudi1 mang tén Iwamura.

“Xin 18i ngai, moi ngai giir lai danh thiép, chung t6i tir chéi hién tang.”

Nguoi dan 6ng biéu 16 vé hoang mang nhung biéu cam d6 khong luu lai
1au. Ong than nhién gat dau véi vé chuyén ndy ciing thudng xay ra roi quay
sang phia bac si Shindou. Béc si Shindou ciing nhe gat dau.

Nguoi dan 6ng tén Iwamura cr thé im ling roi phong cip ctru. Sau khi
tién 6ng, bac si Shindou quay sang nhin ngudi nha Kazumasa. “Chung toi
S€ tiép tuc tri liéu.”

“Mong bac si giup d& cho,” Kazumasa ctii dau.

Ikuto lai goi, “Chi o1, chi o1!”

Néu Mizuho tra 10i thi dung 13 ky tich, nhung chuyén d6 lai khong xay
ra.

7

Kaoruko dén truong mam non dung lic cong vira m¢. Rat nhiéu bac
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phu huynh dtmg dén doi sin. Gip miy ba me choi cung nén co ciing chio
hoi nhau vai cau. Moi nguoi déu chia sé ndi mat mét trude nhitng gi xay ra
vGo1 con gai co. Han 13 moi nguol phai chon lya tor nglr than trong 1am.
Trudc mat cd, nhitng tir nhu “con gai” hay “bé gai”, “chi 0i” déu khong hay
ca.

Kaoruko thdy chang can dén mutc nhu thé nhung khéng dam néi ra.
Lam nhu thé chi khién tdm trang c6 cang khé chiu hon théi.

Co6 hiéu truong dimg & bén hong cong, tao dudng tién cac chau vé nha.
Kaoruko cui dau chao ngudi d6, anh mét nhin vé phia khu 16p hoc. Nhiing
dtra tré ua ra tu trong 16p dang dung thay giay.

Co da thdy Ikuto. Thang bé dang dinh thay gidy nhung da dé y thay
Kaoruko, né cudi toe. Nhanh nhanh xo chan vao giay roi lao vé phia co.

“Gid ta dén chd chi a?”

“Dling r6i.”

C6 nam tay Ikuto, chao c6 hiéu truong mot 1an nita roi roi di.

Sau khi vé nha, chuén bi vai thtr can thiét, hai me con 1én chiéc SUV dd
& mé hién trudc nha roi xuat phat, co cho Ikuto ngdi trén ghé tré em & ghé
sau.

Di duge mot doan, ¢d chot nhan ra nhiét do diéu hoa théip qua. Tu luc
nao, anh mat tro1 da yéu dan, tha troi dat vao tiét thu. Sép stra phai cho
Ikuto mac 4o dai tay thoi.

Hai me con dén bénh vién lic 2 gio kém. C6 cho 6 t6 vao bii do xe, dat
tay Ikuto di theo 16i sanh chinh vao trong vién.

Co di thang vé phia thang mdy, 1én ting ba. Sau khi 1én tiéng chao y ta
trong phong y t4, cd6 budc doc theo hanh lang. Phong bénh ca nhan thir hai
tur trong cung, tinh ra 1a phong ctia Mizuho.

C6 mé ctra ra, di thidy guong mit binh yén say ngu cua Mizuho trén

giwong. Nhin mé day nd1 voi co thé con, tim c6 nhu tra mau. Nhung ma vé
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mit con bé yén binh lim, c6 ciing c6 thé an ui minh rang con bé khong phai
chiu dau.

“Chao con,” Kaoruko cit tiéng goi. C6 4n ngodn tay 1én méa Mizuho,
tham thi, “VAan chua chiu ddy sao con?” Luc ndo c6 ciling chio con géi kiéu
y.

Ikuto lai gﬁn bén géi, “Chi 01,” théng bé goi. “Em chao chi.”

Hbi dau, n6 con hay hoi “Tai sao chi cir ngti mai thé?”, nhung gan day,
thang bé nhu cling c6 quan sét riéng ctia minh roi, khong con hoi nita. Thay
vi thiy nhe nhdm hon, c6 lai thdy c6 chit budn.

Trong s6 d6 dac Kaoruko mang t6i, cd 14y ra mot cai boc gidy. Bén
trong 13 bo b ngt méi tinh. Trén d6 ¢ in hinh nhan vat hoat hinh Mizuho
yéu thich.

“Xin 16i con nhé, dé me thay dd cho con”, c6 ndi véi Mizuho, rdi bét
dau coi bo do ngu trén ngudi con bé. Ngudi con bi gan voi qua nhiéu tht
éng véi day nho lodng ngoang nén hoi dau cb chang biét phai 1am sao
nhung gio thi dd quen roi.

ROi ¢o kiém tra bim gidy, xi con bé di vé sinh nita. Phan kha 1dng
nhung mau khong té lam.

Sau khi lau sach s& phan than duéi, ¢ thay chiéc bim méi rdi cho con
mic dd ngl vao. Mizuho thuong tao cho ngudi ta 4n tuong 1a mot co bé
ngoan ngoan, nhung nhan vat hoat hinh trén bd dd lai khién nguoi ta nghi
t&i mot co bé hoat bat, choi dén mét 14 rdi lan ra ngu.

Trong khi c6 con dang don 16p chan ném thi c¢6 y ta tén Mutou budc
vao. Dé hit dom nhu moi ban.

“Ai cha, Mizuho c6 d6 nga dé thuong quéa nhi” c¢6 Mutou thudng bit
chuyén vd1 Mizuho trudce. Sau do, cé cuoi tit véi Kaoruko, “Hop véi con
bé 1dm.”

“Em mudn thay d6i khong khi chut.”
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Luén tién, Kaoruko noéi vé chuyén thay bim.

“Dao nay, tinh trang c6 vé tdt nhi,” c6 Mutou vira bat dau cong viéc vura
no6i. “Mach 6n dinh, chi sd SpO, ciing kha 6n.”

“Em ciling cam thay thé. Sic mit con bé dung 1a rat kha.”

SpO, 1a chi s6 bio hoa oxy do theo mach dap. N6 giup ta giam sat duoc
lugng oxy va hemoglobin* trong mau. Dua vao mot thiét bi do do bdo hoa
oxXy trong mau, ta c6 thé kiém soat tinh hinh ma khong can lay mau.

Kaoruko nhin cham cham vao thao tac hit dom cua y ta. Ciing giong
nhu viéc thay bim, 1oi s& ¢ lic ¢d budc phai 1am diéu nay. Khong chi co
thé. Cach tiém dung dich dinh dudng, diéu chinh tu thé ndm, va bao nhiéu
diéu khéc c6 budc phai nhé 1ay.

Ciing gan mot thang troi qua ké tir ngay bi tham d6. Sau bao 1an roi vao
tinh trang nguy kich, co thé Mizuho cling dan hoi phuc, gio moi thir da on
dinh 1am rdi. Vai ngay trudc, con bé dugc chuyén vé phong bénh ca nhén.

Muc tiéu tiép theo cua Kaoruko 1a dua Mizuho vé ngdi nha & Hiroo.
Khéng chi 1a & tam vai ngdy, c6 mudn c6 thé ty chim soc con tai nha.
Chinh vi thé, ¢ can phai hoc dugc nhitng k¥ ning y ta.

Sau khi lam xong mot loat, ¢6 y ta Mutou ro1 phong bénh. Kaoruko dat
cai ghé ra canh giudng, vira ngam con gai vira ngdi xudng.

“Ikuchan nay, hom nay ¢ truong, con lam gi nao?” Co 1én tiéng hoi bé
Tkuto dang bo dudi san choi véi xe 6 t6 d6 choi.

“Leoxaa.”

“Con leo khung xa a? Thé két qua sao?”

“Da, Iku leo 1én tan trén cao co,” Ikuto gio hai tay rudn Ién.

“Vay a, tot qua. Con gioi ghé. Mizuho, con nghe chwa?

Ikuchan gid d3 leo duoc 1én dén noi cao nhat khung xa roi day.”

Pua Mizuho vao trong ciu tro chuyén véi Ikuto 1a cach Kaoruko giét

thot gian ¢ day. Puong nhién, c6 c6 thé im lang ngdm nhin con gai minh
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ngu khong biét chan nhung c6 khong thé bo mic ciu con trai tho dai cta
minh duoc.

Ngay d6, Kaoruko khong chat héi han khi tir chdi hién tang cta con.
Hon ca thang troi tréi qua, ctr nghi ¢ thé lién hé véi Mizuho theo cach nay,
c6 mudn ty khen minh da quyét dinh nhu vay.

Bac si Shindou ciing chang héi gi vé 1y do thay d6i quyét dinh nhu thé.
Ong vén 13 bac si chuyén khoa ngoai than kinh nén chuyén kéo dai sy séng
ctia Mizuho ciing chang can hé gi dén 6ng. Tuy nhién, trong vai lan giap
mit, Kaoruko d3 ké lai cho 6ng nghe.

Gidy phut c¢6 va Kazumasa cing nim tay Mizuho, ¢6 c6 cam giac tay
con bé da cir dong. Ping vao gidy phut lkuto goi nguoi chi dang say ngu
cua minh.

Kaoruko nghi c¢6 thé Mizuho da c6 phan ung vdi tiéng goi clia em trai
minh. Nhitng chuyén kiéu nay kha vo 1y néu xét theo mit y hoc nhung co
da thuc cam thiy vay nén chang biét phai 1am sao nira.

Khi bac si Shindou nghe chuyén, ong dap “Vay a” vdi mot giong binh
than. Duong nhu chiang c6 vé gi 1a ngac nhién, “Luc d6 di xay ra chuyén
nhu vay sao?”

“Liéu c6 phai chi 13 40 gidc ctia nguoi 1am bd me hay khong?” Khi ¢o
hoi vay, ong da lac dau.

“Ta khong thé nam bat hét duoc co thé con nguoi dau. Diu ndo bo
khong hoat dong, co thé phan xa co khién co thé van cu dong dugc chang.
C6 6 biét dén Hoi ching Lazarus* khong?”

“T6i chua nghe dén tir ndy bao gid,” ¢b tra 1.

“Ta tig n6i dén bai kiém tra rat 6ng thé nhan tao trong tham dinh chét
ndo dung khong? Trong bai kiém tra d6, tirng c¢6 vu bénh nhan co canh tay
d3 lan truyén khap thé gigi. Khong rd nguyén nhan tai sao. Lazarus 1a mot

nhan vat xuat hién trong Kinh Tan uédc, mac bénh ma chét, nhung nho co
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Chua Jesus ma hoi sinh.”

Mot cau chuyén dang ngac nhién. Nhitng bénh nhan do, c6 thuc su bi
chét ndo hay khong? “DAu vin con nhitng thic mic, ngudi ta van danh gia
ho 1a chét ndo roi,” bac si Shindou noi.

“Néu nhin thdy Hoi chimg Lazarus, gia dinh khong thé coi ho da chét.
Nén nhiéu bac si va hoc gia dd néi rang bai kiém tra cudi cting khong duoc
dé cho gia dinh nhin thay.”

“Co thé con ngudi van con nhiéu bi an 1am. Ban tay Mizuho ctr dong
cling khong phai diéu gi ky la”, bac si Shindou da noi vay.

“Nhat 1a cac ca bénh nhi, chiing thudng cho ta thdy nhiing hién tuong
ngudi 16n khong thé nghi ra n6i.”

“Chi 1a...” bac si Shindou thém mdt cau, “toi khong thé nghi rang co bé
c6 phan tGng véi tiéng goi ciia em trai. Ndo bd chau gai dd ngimg hoat
dong, toi van khong thay d6i quan diém ctia minh.”

Nhu thé bac si muén néi rang, day chi 1a mot sy tinh cd ma thoi.

Kaoruko khong hé phan di 101 6ng. C6 khong can 6ng hiéu cho.

Co da tim hiéu, riéng Nhat Ban ciing c6 vai ca tré em roi vao tinh trang
chét ndo trong nhiéu nim. Hinh nhu da phian bd me cua cic chau nay déu
cam giac dugc mot mbi day lién két tinh than v6i con minh. Tat ca khong
hé mot chiéu. C6 thé rat yéu thoi, nhung co tin day la tin hiéu dira tré nhan
nht bd me minh.

Khi c6 dem chuyén ndy néi véi bac si Shindou, dng da bao 1a co biét.

“V& chuyén nay, t6i khong hé noi d6 chi 1a cam giac cta cb. Boi vi mdi
mot truong hop bénh 1y déu khac nhau. Vén ngay tir chét ndo truong ky
cling mang y nghia khd mo ho. Khong dong y véi chuyén hién tang thi
khong tién hanh tham dinh chét ndo. Lan nay ciing vay, dua trén nhiéu di
kién, chung toi chi danh gia duoc 1a chét ndo. C6 thé cling c6 nhiing trudng
hop dac biét.”
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“Nhung con géi chi c¢6 1€ khong roi vao truong hop do” tuy khong noi
ra miéng nhung anh mat diém tinh cua bac si Shindou nhu noéi vay.

V6i tinh hinh nay, ta khong thé xem xét kha quan hon u, trén thé gi6i
chua c6 ca ndo nhu vy sao? D6 chinh 14 cau héi cudi cung cia Kaoruko.

“Pang tiéc 13, t6i chua timg nghe thay,” sau khi noi nhiing 16i ning né
nhu vy, bac si Shindou nhin vao mat Kaoruko. “Nhung to6i nghi minh
khong co quyén ap dit. Toi 1a mot bac si ngoai khoa than kinh nén khéng
c6 quyén han trong viéc nay nhung t6i c6 cam giac nén tiép tuc xét nghiém.
Xin 16i c6, nhung ndo bd con gai cd di nging hoat dong, t6i khong tim ra
cach gitip tao ra bién chuyén t6t hon, t6i ciing khong muén chimg minh
minh ding. Tham chi con nguoc lai. Néu nhu co tht gi d6 van lai dugc
nhitng danh gia ndy, t6i ciing mudn biét. Ro6i chinh t6i ciing mong ky tich
xuét hién.”

Kaoruko im ling git dau. Co nhé lai ngdy hom d6, Kazumasa di noi
rang, “May c6 bac si Shindou phu trach”, ¢6 ciing dong ¥ véi anh.

Chua gi di sip dén 6 gio, Miharu dua Wakaba dén bénh vién. Khong
phai ngay nio me con co ciing dén nhung ho 1a hai vi khach thuong xuyén.
Vao trong phong, Wakaba nhin cham cham vao mit Mizuho, “Chao chi,”
con bé vudt toc chi.

Khi nghe ké rang tinh trang Mizuho di 6n dinh hon nhiéu, Miharu ¢
vé yén tim thy rd.

“Bao gio thi ta c6 thé dua con bé vé nha day?”

Kaoruko khé cti dau trude cau hoi ciia em gai.

“Ho béo rang can theo ddi tinh trang con bé mét thoi gian nita. N6 cling
can phai dugc cham séc chuyén nghiép, khong phai trinh d6 ga mo nhu chi
em minh dau.”

Vay a...

“Co6 veé con phai phau thuat mé khi quan ntra,” Kaoruko s& so vao co
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hong chinh minh.

“Khi quan?”

“Khi quan nhan tao d6 em, gio ta dang phai mé miéng con bé ra dé nhét
6ng thd vao con gi, nhung néu ctr dé thé nay, co thé sé c6 lic roi ra. Ld bi
thé that, khong c6 béac si thi khong thé cru van dugc tinh trang ban dau
nita. Trinh d6 k¥ thudt kho nhu thé cling khong thé dé nguoi khong c6 bang
cap 1am dugc. Vay nén mé khi quan con bé, rdi truc tiép ndi dng vao do sé
t6t hon. Puoc nhu thé, mdm miéng ciing d& hon.”

“Vay sao,” Miharu nhin Mizuho dang nam trén giuong, “irm, dung 1a
nhu thé s& tot hon. Nhung phai rach hong dung khong? Kho than con bé
qua.”

“U,” Kaoruko thi thao.

C6 nhin anh céc trudng hop chét nio truong ky, thdy ca nio ciing phai
m6 mé khi quan kiéu ndy. Xem xét theo khia canh chiam soc thi day 1a diéu
kién can thiét, ciing 1a mdt budc quan trong, nhung cd ciing xac dinh sin
mot cam gidc nhu mudn tir bo, néu cé thé trén tranh chuyén nay co ciing
mudn tron.

C6 nhin Ikuto va Wakaba dang choi véi nhau. O t6, d6 choi va bup bé,
no6i nhitng cau chuyén chi tré con méi hiéu, rdi cung cudi dua. Nhin hinh
anh 4y, c6 chang thé ngian minh khong nhé dén Mizuho lac con manh khoe.
Pau d6 trong tim thiy ruc 1én nhung ¢ chi ¢ thé ¢ ging ép minh nén
nude mat chye trao.

“Chi oi, chua dén gid sao?” Miharu lén tiéng hoi.

Kaoruko kiém tra gio trén dién thoai. Ba 6 gio 10.

“Um, chi cling phai di thoi. Phién em nhé, Miharu.”

“Khong sao dau. Ciing lau 1au moéi c6 dip ma, chi cr thong tha nhé.
Ikuchan, chao me di nao.”

Ikuto nhin Kaoruko v&1 mot vé mét ky la. “Me di dau thé?”

69



“Me di gap ban. Vay nén Ikuchan vé chd me Mi va em Wakaba doi me
nhe.”

Me Mi la chi Miharu. Mizuho chinh 1a nguoi khot 1€n cach goi di minh
theo kiéu nay.

Ikuto cling bam Miharu 1am. Thing bé cling than véi Wakaba nén co
khong phai lo léng gi. ‘bém nay, chi ¢6 hen v61 ddm ban thoi dai hoc,’ co6
da néi vay voi Miharu.

Trude ddy, co hay gui con & nha bé me vao nhitng lac nhu thé nay. Bay
gid, ¢d van c6 thé lam thé. Nhung bb Shigehiko c6 vé mién cudng.

“Me nébi véi bd 1a khong con tu tin nira. Chi s¢ néu roi mét ra Tkuto lai
xay ra chuyén gi, dén di vé sinh ciing chang dam, ciing chang lam duogc
viéc gi khac. Chéic vi thé nén nghe chuyén con dinh gui Ikuto thoi tim da
dap thinh thich roi.”

Nghe ké chuyén nhu vay, c6 chang thé cd nai giri con nita. Chua ké, ba
Chizuko van chua thdi tu trach minh, trai tim lai thdy dau dén khi nghi dén
chuyén do.

“Vay, me chi di chat théi nhé. Mai me lai dén.” Sau khi noi vay voi
Mizuho, c6 n61 mot 101 nho va Miharu.

“Me di nhé.”

Ikuto va Miharu, roi ca Wakaba ciing theo tién Kaoruko ra khéi phong
bénh.

Roi khoi bénh vién, ¢6 1én xe vé thang ngdi nha & Hiroo. Thay d6, trang
diém stra soan lai ¢ roi nha bét taxi. C6 bao voi tai xé mot dia chi & Ginza.

Loi dién thoai ra, c6 md tin nhin cta Enokida. Bén duédi doan viét tén
va dia chi quan hom nay, anh ta nhén, “Lau lim méi duoc gap mat em, anh
nira mirng, nira c6 chut bbi rdi.”

Kaoruko cho dién thoai vao tii xach, thé dai.

C6 di noi déi Miharu. Nguoi ¢6 gip dém nay ndo phai ban bé gi thoi
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dai hoc. Ma co 1€, ¢c6 em gai tinh ¥ cua c6 cling da 10 mo doéan ra diéu gi.
Con bé von di biét tinh trang vo chong chi gai minh thé nao rdi. Ngay
truéc khi Kazumasa roi khoi nha, Kaoruko di ké cho em gai nghe.

“Ly than 1am gi, chi nhanh chong ly hon ngay di. Bit anh ta boi thuong,
yéu cau phai tra chi phi nudi dudng cho con céi nita,” Miharu d3 manh
miéng nodi vay. “Chi gai em thira strc tim ra ngay d6i tuong tot.”

Khong can em gai phai néi vay, Kaoruko cling hiéu ro ban than chi co
thé 1am thé thoi. C6 da biét minh vdn 13 dang ngudi day cb chap tir xua roi.
Co ¥ thitc dugc mot ban than day han hoc trong chinh minh. Bé ngoai, co
t6 ra tha th@ cho hanh dong dé cua Kazumasa nhung khong thé nao quén
duoc chuyén anh ta d3 timg phan boi minh, vét thuong von ching bao gio
c6 thé lanh miéng, nhitng suy nghi d6 mai day dat chay ma oan hén.

Nhung c6 lai khong tién budce dén ly hon.

C6 duoc nhiéu tién bdi thudng va nudi dudng dén dau, mot ngudi phu
nir don than mot nach hai dra con han 1a khong dé dang gi. Kaoruko vén
c¢6 nghé phién dich nhung né khong thé dam bao cho ¢6 mot mirc thu nhap
6n dinh.

Céc con ctia co cling s& that vong. Khi dot nhién thay bd minh bién mat,
co d3 phai giai thich v6i ching, “Bb ban cong viéc 1dm nén mii chang thé
vé nha”. Thi thoang gip nhau, hai nguoi lai phai dién d6i vo chong thim
thiét. Chuyén d6 chang thé kéo dai mai duoc.

Co chang biét phai 1am gi, chi cang kich thém con gian. C6 nhiéu luc
nude mat ¢l roi ra ngay gitta dém, chang thé ngimg noi.

Dung trong giai doan do, co6 gap dugc Enokida Hiroki, bac si & phong
kham noi Kaoruko dén ké don mua thubc ngi.

“Cap thudc cho ¢6 ciing dugc nhung co thé chira tri tan goc ré 1a tot
nhat. Nguyén nhan mat ngu 13 gi, ban than co ciing doan biét dugc chi?”

Trong buo6i kham dau tién, Enokida da déo miéng noi1 vay.
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“Tbi dang lo ling chut chuyén gia dinh,” Kaoruko chi néi don gian vay
thoi. Enokida ciing chang hoi sau thém. Anh ta chi noi, “C6 c6 thé ty minh
giai quyét chu?”

“T6i ciing khong chic,” ¢6 da tra 101 vay. Enokida chi gat dau.

Thir thude c6 duoc ké don khong thich hop nén ¢6 lai dén phong kham
lan nita. Sau khi go1 y mot loai thudc khéac, Enokida hoi, “Sau d6, tinh hinh
gia dinh ¢ thé nao roi. Moi chuyén c6 chit chuyén bién tt nao khong?”

Kaoruko chi biét lac dau. Chang c6 1y gi dé vo vit trudc mit bac si.

Lan nay, Enokida ciing chang héi sdu vao cau chuyén. Anh ta chi cuoi
that hién roi noi, “Tom lai, ci ngu cho that ngon giéc da nhé.”

Mot ngudi c6 suc hit va mang lai mgt cam giac that la. Co ¢6 dy cam
anh ta s& chang ling ting trudc diéu gi, diu c6 bi tin cong thd bao, ciing
chi diu dang chap nhan ma thoi. VAy nén, trong lan gip thir ba, Kaoruko
tam su v4i bac si chuyén dang ly than véi chong va suy nghi dén bude ly
hon.

Pung nhu ¢6 doan, nét mit Enokida khong hé thay d6i. Anh ta chi nhin
c6 v6i anh mat chan thanh, “C6 da chju nhiéu mét méi roi nhi?”

“Xin 161 nhé, t6i khong thé tra 101 dugc diéu gi 13 tot nhét cho c6. Nguoi
quyét dinh chi c6 thé 1a ban than c¢6 ma thoi. Toi chi co thé ndi mot dicu,
nhitng ndi ban khoin ctia ¢d ¢6 ¥ nghia riéng cta nd, nhimg ndi lo d6 roi sé
thay d6i hinh dang.”

Hinh dang cuia ndi lo, ¢6 chang hiéu anh ta c6 ¥ gi nhung ct git dau
bura.

“Ngay qua ngay, dau ci 6m cung mot ndi lo, ban than nd roi ciing s&
bién chat. Nhu kiéu may ngudi dan ong 1am trong mét cong ty dang trong
qua trinh tai co ciu ciling vay. Ho s& bat dau lo lang tai sao minh lai phai
chiu canh nay hay lo ling khong 1& cong viée tiép theo s& ra sao. Ciing co

nhitng nguoi 1am cha lo anh hudng dén twong lai con tré, nghi dén budc
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duong sau nay. Nhung roi, ndi lo cua ho s& bién thanh lam thé nao dé con
tré khong bi tha hoa di, khong bi nhitng ké bién thai khac giéi du d.”

“Moi thtr ctr nén dé thoi gian giai quyét chang?” Kaoruko da hoi vay.

“Ciing khong han, nhung ciing c6 ngudi hiéu theo cach diy,” Enokida
than trong noi vay.

Mbi lan gip g, Kaoruko lai tAm su vé nhirng ndi lo ctia minh. Pung
nhu anh ta d3 du doan, moi thitr dan thay ddi. Co6 dan nghi quan h¢ vg
chong tré nén xau di do chong ngoai tinh 1a chuyén khong thé tranh khoi,
ca chuyén con cai ciing dé tu nhién. Piéu déng noi 12 co chang nhan dugc
101 khuyén dang ké gi tir Enokida. Anh ta chi nghe chuyén c6 ké ma thoi.

Hoa ra, minh chi can ai d6 lang nghe nhitng ndi lo budn ma thoi,
Kaoruko nghi vdy. Piéu d6 chic cling phan nira 13 dang. Nhung ¢b c6 cam
giac nira con lai 1a vi mot 1y do khac. Néu d6i phuong khong phai Enokida,
c6 khong nghi minh c6 thé thoai mai vay.

Khoéang ntra nam sau khi ly than, Kaoruko gap Kazumasa ban v4i nhau
chuyén sau nay. Co6 da kién quyét roi. Sau khi lo cho Mizuho nhip hoc
xong, ho sé& chinh thuc ly di, Kazumasa ciing khong phan d6i gi. “Pung la
khong con cach nao khac ma,” anh c6 vé cam chiu tir bo.

Sau khi quyét dinh moi chuyén, cam x@c cta co ciing thoai mai hon.
Mot diéu con ky diéu hon, ¢ co thé ngi ngon ma chang can ubng thude.
Khi ¢6 bao diéu nay véi Enokida, tot qua, d6i mat anh ta long lanh chung
vui cung co.

“Théy chua, em da vuot qua tam bénh cuia minh roi déy.

Chuc mung em. Ta phai di an mung thoi.”

R6i anh ta moi ¢6, “Ta cung nhau di an duoc khong day?”

“Co 1& em sé& tir choi, nhung t6i khong thudng moi bénh nhan nit di an
nhu vay dau.”

Co 1€ day la lan dau tién anh ta moi ai d6. Han anh ta da nhan duoc
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khong thiéu 161 moi tr phia bénh nhan nir 161, Kaoruko nhin Enokida chim
chdm. Mot guong mit can d6i, mang dén cam giac dé chiju cho ngudi khac,
chua ké anh ta con 1a mot ké gioi ling nghe, d6i v6i nhitng ngudi phu nit
dang 6m mdi lo riéng thi qua 1a day strc hut.

Bita com dau tién, ho di an trua & mot quan Y tai Akasaka. Roi khoi
phong kham, Enokida khoac 1én minh mdt vé ngoai lich 1am, mang mot
cam giac sang trong cuc ky ndi bat. V§i lai, anh ta n6i nhiéu hon mot chat
s0 voi moi khi nén cam giac than thiét ciing tang lén.

“Lan sau, nhat dinh s& moi em an tdi,” lac roi khoi nha hang, Enokida
da noéi vay.

“Vang, nhat dinh r6i,” Kaoruko ciing cudi dap lai.

Loi htra duge thuc hién khong lau sau d6. Ké tir day, mdi thang hai
ngudi lai dung bita v6i nhau mot dén hai 1an. Lan cudi cing ho gip nhau la
vao thang trudc. Vai ngay trudc tai nan ciia Mizuho, ciing 13 1an dau tién
Enokida mdi c6 dén nha anh ta.

Néu lic d6, co dén nha anh ta that thi gio moi thi ra sao day - Co ngam
Ginza vé dém tir trong taxi.

Piém hen 1a mot quan chuyén mon cua, trén tr?mg bon ctia mot toa nha.
Trong thang may, Kaoruko hit vao mot hoi that sau. Co léy tay phai v nhe
vao ma, xac nhan xem minh ¢6 16 ra vé gi yéu dudi chang.

Khi canh cira thang may mé ra, ¢ thdy minh & ngay 16i vao nha hang.
Nhan vién nit mic san trang phuc truyén théng, tuoi cudi chao khach, “Xin
chao quy khach.”

Kaoruko noi1, “To1 c6 dat trudc voi tén Enokida.”

“Chung toi dang doi quy khach day,” nhan vién phuc vu cti dau. “Vi
khach di cung da dén r6i.”

Nhén vién huéng din co dén mot cin phong riéng, Enokida mic vest,

dang uong tra doi sdn. Dit chén tra néng xuong, anh ta cudi rang & don
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Kaoruko.

“Xin 16i. D4 d¢ anh doi lau.”

“Khong sao, anh ciing vira moi dén.”

Nit nhan vién vira lui ra, Kaoruko moi kip ngdi xubng ghé da thiy
ngudi xuat hién dua khian 4m vao. Pong thoi, héi xem ho mudn dung do
udng gi.

“Em udng gi?”, Enokida nhin Kaoruko.

“Em udng gi ciing duoc.”

“Vay thi, an ming lau 1am méi c¢6 dip gip nhau, ta ubng sdm-panh
nhé?”

“Vang”, Kaoruko nhoén miéng cudi, gat dau. “Hay d6 anh.”

Sau khi nhan vién roi di, Enokida lai ngdm nhin guong mit Kaoruko.
“Em khoe chu?”

“Da, em van binh thuong.”

“Sau vu d0, strc khoe con gai em thé nao r6i?”

“Chuyén nay thi...” Kaoruko ldy khin lau tay. “Vang, gio cling khoe
hon nhiéu roi. Xin 16i da dé anh phai lo lang.”

“Khoéng, em dau can xin 18i. Néu thé thi tét. Dém nay, em ra ngoai ciing
duoc ha?”

“Vang. D3 c6 em gai em trong chéu roi.”

“Hiéu roi. Thé ciing d& lo,” Enokida chang c6 vé nghi ngd gi.

Kaoruko khong néi gi vé vu tai nan cua Mizuho. Khong phai c6 muén
gidu, nhung cb ciing chang thay minh c6 khoang thoi gian nao dé giai thich
rd tinh hinh. Vai ngay sau tai nan, c6 c6 nhan duoc tin nhin tir Enokida
nhung ¢6 chi nhan lai rang, stc khoe con gai ¢6 ¢ van dé nén khong thé
gap nhau mot thoi gian. Anh ta da déap lai 101 nhian do nhu sau, “Néu thé,
anh s& cb nhin khong lién lac v6i em. Em ¢ ging chim soc chau nhé.

Ciing nh¢ giir gin stc khoe. Em khong can phai tra 10i tin nay dau”.
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Kaoruko da nhin tin cho anh ta ba ngay truéc. “Lau roi khong co lién
hé gi nhi? Lau ngay khong gip, t6i mudn tro chuyén véi bac si nén méi lién
lac v&i anh. Khong biét phia anh c6 thay d6i gi khong?” Enokida ngay 1ap
tire tra 101 ¢d, quyét dinh hen nhau di an vao tdi nay.

Sam-panh da dugc dua td1. Sau khi Enokida goi mon, hai ngudi nang
ly. Nham th&r dung dich vin con dang noi chut bot nho nho kia, chat con
tran qua miéng doi vé trong c6 moi ky trc ngdy Mizuho gip tai nan. Dém co
ngdi ban vé vu hién tang v6i Kazumasa.

“Bi cam hay sao?”” Enokida hoi co.

“Sao a?”

“Con gai em ay. Em chi bao con bé c¢6 van dé strc khoe thoi.”

“A... vang. Dai loai la cam déy a. No b1 ki€t sttc. Nhung ma, gio da
khoe lai r0i.”

Co vira néi, vira cam thdy mot cam giac ning né moc mam trong nguc.
Trong d6 c6 ca ndi dau 1an cam gidc toi 161 vi ndi ddi. C6 cd nén xubng
cam giac mudn cau mit kho chiu kia, ¢d tha long co miéng.

“Vay 4? Cam mao mua hé nguy hiém day,” Enokida néi vay roi rudn
nguoi ra trudc, nhin dam dam vao guong mat Kaoruko. “Vay, em thi sao?”

“Em... sao a?”

“Tinh hinh strc khée cua em sao? Ngay tur lic em budc vao, anh da nghi
em c6 vé gay di nhiéu. Khong sai chr?”

Kaoruko thiang lung 1én, c¢6 nghiéng dau chép miéng.

“Dao nay, em ciing chang can nén khong rd 1am. Nhung anh néi vay thi
em lai théy yén tam. Dao nay em tron tap, chi so minh béo lén éy.”

“Khoéng phai do co thé em dang c¢6 van dé gi chr?”

“Khoéng phai dau. Em 6n ca ma.”

“Em noi thé thi anh yén tdm rdi,” Enokida gat gu.

D0 an dugc mang 1én mudn hon mot chit. Pau tién la mon khai vi dung
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tring cua va sap miso cua. Theo nhu goi menu, tiép sau do s€ la sashimi,
moén cua 16ng hap, lau cang cua tuyét.

Nhu moi khi, cdu chuyén cta Enokida lic nio ciing didy mau sic,
Kaoruko ciing 1ai chit chiéu hudng cau chuyén nita. Anh ta nodi vé nhiéu
cht dé nhung mao dau ludn 1a chuyén lién quan dén gia dinh va nuéi day
con céai. Nhitng cau chuyén 4y chi khién Kaoruko thay ning né hon vi cam
giac doi tra.

Chinh vi thé, Kaoruko bat dau dua ra nhirg chuyén khong lién quan
dén van dé gia dinh.

“Ma bac si nay, dao ndy anh c6 ra rap xem phim gi khong? Néu co
phim nao anh thich ra DVD, anh nhé cho em biét nhé.”

“Phim sao? Dtng roi. Phim nao d6 dé gia dinh xem chung ay ha?”

“Da khong, phim danh dé xem mot minh d6.”

Enokida lai tudn ra khong biét bao nhiéu tya dé phim, 1y giai diém hay
diém tét ctia chiing. Cau chuyén nay ciing di quéa sau dén muc khi roi khoi
ctra hang, chic cd chang con nhd dén phim nita, Kaoruko nghi vay. Co
cling chi mudn goi chuyén cho Enokida néi ma théi.

Cac moén an cu 1an luot ra. Enokida goi ruou udp lanh, vira thudng thuc
huong vi loai rugu d6, Kaoruko vira gip thirc dn. Mon in trén dia nao ciing
ngon ca, nhung c6 chang long da nao thudng thire. C6 chi dang cb lap day
da day minh nhu mot cai may. Gitra chung bung cling dd no, mon sushi
duoc dua ra cudi cung, c6 hau nhu khong dung diia.

“Tiép theo, chung t6i s& mang d6 trang miéng 1én,” nghe nhing 15i cta
¢ nhan vién, trai tim Kaoruko nic 1én mét tiéng, van con mang ra ntta sao?

“C6 vé em an it hon han moi khi nhi?” Enokida néi.

“Dling... 1a thé that. Chang rd nira. Ty dung em thay no qua.”

“Néu thay do an khong hop miéng ciing khong sao dau.”

“Khéng phai vy dau,” Kaoruko xua tay. “Ngon 1am, that day.”
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Enokida nhe git dau, tay man mé ly tra nong vira dua ra. Nhung khong
hé dwa 1én miéng.

“Trong khi doi em & cin phong nay, anh ¢6 nghi van vo vai chuyén,”
ngam nghia ly tra, anh ta bat dau cau chuyén. “Nghi xem trong tin nhan em
giri dén 1an nay dang ngam c6 ¥ gi, chang han. Puong nhién, néu em chi
mudn gip anh théi ciing khong hé gi, nhung chang hiéu sao anh c6 cam
giac khong phai 12 nhu thé. That ra, ban than anh ciing c6 diéu muén dé
nghi v6i em dém nay. May lan anh d ¢ dut khoat nhung mai chang co co
hoi. Ma khéng, c6 18 em khong cho anh co hoi d6 thi tét hon.”

Kaoruko nam chit hai ban tay dang dé trén dui. “Gi vay, anh muén dé
nghi chuyén gi sao?”

Chuyén do, Enokida 1iém méi, anh ta nhin Kaoruko.

“Chuyén em c6 thé dé anh gip hai con em khoéng? Anh muén gip
Mizuho va Ikuto.”

Guong mit nghiém tic ciia Enokida khién Kaoruko cam thdy ap luc.
C6 khong thé dut mat khoi anh ta.

“Nhung...” anh ta néi tiép, “anh ciing da noi roi, em khong cho anh co
hoi d6. Ban dau, anh nghi 1a do minh tudng tuwong ra thoi nhung rdi anh
chot nhan ra thuc sy 1a nhu thé. Em nhit dinh lang tranh chuyén cac con
em. Dung khong?”

Nhitng 161 n6i cua Enokida nhu ludi dao bén ngot ddm vao nguc
Kaoruko. C6 qua soc, khong thé néi ra 1i nao.

“C06 Harima,” anh ta goi c6 theo kiéu d6. Nhin ¢6 cham chq, anh ta stra
lai cach goi, “Co Kaoruko.” Giat minh, c6 ngudc nhin 1én.

“Khoéng can phai 1a hém nay. Néu ¢6 c¢6 chuyén gi mubn tam su, lic
nao cling co thé lién lac voi t6i. Néu duoc, toi sé nghe co ké chuyén.
Nhung, c6 thé t6i cling khong thé giup ich dugc gi hon cho ¢6.”

Gigng no1 cua Enokida nhu dang giay vo trai tim Kaoruko, chung
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nhanh chong loang ra. Am ap day nhung ciing quéa don dau.

Lan song dau kho don dap ap dén. C6 chang thé chdng choi. Birc tudong
phong ho trong tim ciia Kaoruko dang chong chiu dén tin bay gid di vo
tung tlr lac ndo. C6 clr nhin Enokida, nudc mat bat dau tudn trao. Tran qua
ma, ti tach roi xudng san.

Enokida tron mat. Kaoruko ciing chang rd anh ta thdy ngac nhién dén
mirc ndo. Ma ciing chang c6 tht thudc do nao dé dong dém ndi chuyén nay.
Co ciing chang c6 strc dau dé lau nudc mit nira.

Luc d6, ¢ chot nghe thiy giong néi, “Xin phép quy khach”. Tiép theo
canh ctra mé ra, ¢d nhan vién xuét hién, cd gai bung theo mot cai khay cé
hai dia dd trang miéng.

Nhung gidy phut tiép theo co gai do hit vao mot hoi, ngimg ctr dong,
Kaoruko lau khoe mat.

“Chung t61 khong an trang miéng nira,” Enokida n6i vé1 mot giong
diém tinh. “Nho ¢ tinh tién gitm. Cang nhanh cang tbt.”

“A, vang...” C6 nhan vién nhan ra minh di thdy diéu khong nén, voi
dong cura lai.

“Pi thoi,” Enokida noi. “Cur thé nay vé c6 duoc khong? Hay ta di dau
d6 di. Néu c6 mot quan nao yén tinh dé néi chuyén, chic em sé& c6 thé boc
bach long minh.”

Luc do6, Kaoruko cting da ctir dong lai dugc. Co diéu chinh nhip tho, léy
cai khin tay tir trong tai xach ra, cham khoe mat minh. “Da thoi, em khong
muon di.”

“Vay sao? Vay thi, anh goi xe gitm em nhé. V& Hiroo nhi?”

“Da khong”, Kaoruko lic dau. “Hay ta vé nha bac si nhé... Néu, anh
thay duoc.”

“Vé& nha anh?”

“Vang. Xin 16i dd duong dot thé nay. Néu anh thay khong duoc ciing 6n
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th6i”, Kaoruko van cr cui dau ngai ngung.

Enokida ngdy ra vai gidy nhu sap xép lai suy nghi, “Hiéu r6i,” anh ta
noi.

“Vay thi, ta cir lam thé nhé. Chang rd 13 vo tinh hay ¢d ¥, anh cling vira
don dep nha cua.”

Tuy biét rang anh ta dang sé¢ 1am, nhung Kaoruko ciing chang cé thoi
gian tran tinh lai.

Can ho cua Enokida nim & Higashi Nihonbashi. Mgt can hd 2LDK*,
qué rong cho mot nguoi 6. Riéng can phong khach kiém nha an da phai
rong dén hon 20 chiéu va sach s& y nhu 101 anh ta néi. Pén may cudn tap
chi vit bira trén cai ban ngay giita phong ciing thdy sanh diéu.

Theo 161 Enokida moi, Kaoruko ngdi xudng sofa.

“Nao, em muén udng gi? Anh c6 kha nhiéu loai rugu ddy. Chéc ta udng
chut nudc khodng da nhé.”

Kaoruko dap vang, trong long cling mong c6 chit nudc.

Khi ¢6 dang uéng nude, Enokida chi im lang, cling khong nhin vao mat
6. Dau Kaoruko chiang thém ké gi, ctr thé roi di chic anh ta cling chiang
noi gi dau.

“Anh nghe chuyén ctia em khong?” Pat cdc xudng, Kaoruko noi.

b

“Dugc,” chi n6i don gian vay roi Enokida khoac 1én minh vé mat
nghiém tuc.

Phai n6i gi méi duoc ddy, phai truyén tai thé nao méi dung - bao ¥ nghi
bay luon trong dau cd. RSt cude, Kaoruko chi néi duge nhitng 161 nhu sau.

“Con gai em... Mizuho, c6 thé s& chét.”

Hang mi Enokida kh& dong. Hiém khi méi thay anh ta c6 dau hiéu run
1én nhu vay.

“Cé the, 1a sao?”

“Con beé bi dudi nudc ngoai bé boi. Tim da c6 lic ngung dap. Sau do,
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trai tim da dap lai nhung khong hé tinh. Bac si néi con bé da roi vao tinh
trang chét ndo.”

Kaoruko cham rai ké lai nhirng chuyén da xdy ra nhu mgt con a&c mong
kia. Mot bi kich qua dot ngot. Co ké vé vu hién tang, vé chuyén vo chéng
6 d4 ban v6i nhau ca dém thé nao. Chuyén ho da du dinh hién tang khi dén
bénh vién ngay hom sau ra sao. Cho dén quyét dinh da thay d6i ¢ phat cubi
cung. Réi nhitng ngdy thang chim soc dira con gai dén gio van chua mo
mét tinh day. Ban than c6 cling théy ngac nhién sao minh co thé ké lai moi
chuyén co trat tu dén vay.

Enokida luc lic dau khong biét bao nhiéu lan, 4nh mét budn rau,
“Khong thé tin ndi,” anh ta Jam bam. “Anh khong thé tin ndi bat hanh lai
xay dén véi con gai em, cang khong thé tin em lai manh mé t6i vay. Gidu
trong minh ndi dau dén thé, lai di an v6i anh dém nay. Sao em lai...”

Kaoruko 1ay chiéc khin tay tir trong tai xach ra chAm chim nuéc mit.
“Em nghi day nén 1 lan cudi ciing.”

“Lan cudi ctng?”

“Gap g& v6i bac si. Chinh vi vy, em dinh dém nay s& 1a dém duy nhét
em mudn quén di thuc tai dau dén d6. Hi vong co thé nhu lac trude, khong
thay ddi gi, cing bac s vui vé bén nhau. Em da quyét dinh s& dién nhu
thé.”

“Nhung khong dugc,” co tiép 10i.

Enokida nhiu may, nhin vao mat Kaoruko.

“Vily gi em lai cho déy 14 1an cudi ciing?”

“Boi vi... em sé& khong chia tay véi chong em,” Kaoruko nam chat cai
khan trong tay. “Em muén danh moi thtr c6 thé cho Mizuho. DAu ai ¢6 noi
gi ching nita, trong 1ong em con bé van dang séng. S& co luc ndo d6 em
chap nhan 14 con bé da chét - em ciing khong rd ngay d6 co dén hay khong

nira nhung em quyét tim cham lo cho con bé dén tan ngay iy. Nhung vi
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chuyén ndy, em can rat nhiéu tién. Em cin phai dam bao cham soc day du
cho Mizuho nén chang thé di 1am. DAu ly hén vaAn nhan dugc chu cap day
du tir chong nhung em thiy bat an 1dm. Chinh vi thé, em s& dé tréng van dé
ly hon. Em d3 ban chuyén ndy v6i chong, anh y cling dong y.”

Enokida khoanh tay.

“Khong ly hén nén khong thé gip ngudi dan 6ng khac bén ngoai chur
gi?”

“Chuyén nay van co thé, nhung em s¢ minh s& chiu bai tran trudce trai
tim mat.”

“Bai tran la sao?”

“Néu con gip bac si, chic chan em s& lai mudn chia tay véi chong.
Mudn ly hén. Nhung ma van con Mizuho so sd ra ddy, em khong thé. Em
lo nhitng cdm xtc do s€ di theo huong ky la nao do.”

“Vay, nghia 1a...”, Enokida c6 vé da hiéu y Kaoruko nhung khong thé
noi ra thanh 1oi.

“Vang,” ¢0 no1. “Gia dy, em s€ mudn rat 6ng thé ciia Mizuho cho 16i -
nhitng suy nghi nhu thé chang han.”

Enokida lac dau. “Em sé& khong tré nén nhu thé dau.”

“Néu duoc thé thi tot...”

“Puong nhién r6i, em khong phai dang ngudi nhu thé. Néu em quyét
dinh nhu thé, d6 ciing 1a mot quyét dinh ding dan. Anh chi lo khong ro trai
tim em roi sé ra sao v4i tu cach mot bac si. Néu c6 bat ky méi ban khoan
nao, hay ctr dén chd anh. Néu khong thé gip ngoai, ta van c6 thé gip dugc
o phong kham chu?”

Nhitng 10i cia Enokida vang 1én diu dang trong tim Kaoruko. Chang
hiéu sao, ¢6 lai c6 v mudn pho mac tat ca. Chinh vi thé, tiép tuc gdp anh ta
s& nguy hiém.

Sau khi Kaoruko hit vao mot hoi that sau, co6 nhin lu6t qua can phong
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lan nita. “Anh ¢6 cin ho dep that.”

Enokida c6 vé ngac nhién, “Cam on em”, anh ta tra 161. Tai sao c¢6 dot
nhién khen cin phong ctia minh nhu thé, ngay dén anh ta ciing chang rd.

“That ra, néu dém nay dugc bac si moi, em chic s& dén lam phién anh.
Em muén quén di moi chuyén khéng vui, mudn lam nhitng chuyén nho
nhat, quay vé lam mot nguoi dan ba don thuan vay thoi,” Kaoruko mim
cuoi voi1 Enokida. “Con gai dang bi nhu vay, em dung la hu that. Mot
ngudi dan ba vira hu vira ngde nghéch qua di mat.”

Vi bac si lanh dam nhun vai.

“Tam su moi chuyén vo1i anh thé nay, em that tdt. Sau khi cung em trai
qua nhitng gidy phat hanh phiic méi biét duoc su that nay, cé khi ndo anh
lai théy ty han minh, khong thé nao vuot qua dugc con sb¢c nay subt mot
thoi gian dai thi sao?”

“Xin 16i anh...”

“Gid thi binh tinh lai di. Anh sé tién em dén chd c6 thé bat duge taxi.”

“Cam on anh”, Kaoruko noé1 vay roi uéng cde nuée khoang. That la ky,

nd ngon hon tat thdy moi mon an cé cham diia vao dém do.
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CHUONG HAI
Hay cho con bé tho
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1

Kazumasa ngang dau khoi tap tai liéu.

San pham tht ba trong danh myc thuyét trinh hém nay mang tén Brain
Robot System (hé théng ngudi may ndo) - mot nghién ciru mang ky hiéu
ndi bd BRS cua Harima Text. Truéc man hinh tinh thé long c& 16n 1a mot
nhan vién nghién ctru do trén dudi ba muoi.

“Pbi v6i viée diéu khién khong day BRS, chung t6i xin dugce phép bao
c40 mot két qua kha kha quan.” Guong mit cdu nhan vién nghién ctru tai di
vi cang thang.

Man hinh cuc 16n sau lung anh ta hién 1én hinh anh mgt nguo1 dan 6ng.
Nguoi ndy trac ngoai nim muoi. Trong kha béo tot nén khong giéng nguoi
bénh lam. Pau doi mil bao hiém, ngdi trén ghé. Néu nhin ki thi thdy co thé
da bi ¢d dinh lai boi dai an toan.

Hai canh tay nguoi may duoc dat trén mot cai ban, trudc mat ngudi dan
ong. N6 cling c6 nam ngoén tay han hoi, co thé di chuyén trai phai nhu tay
nguoi. Khoang gitta hai canh tay d6 dat sin mot to gidy thu cong mau do.

“Bat dau,” mot tiéng noi tir dau vong toi.

Ngay lap tirc, canh tay trai bat dau chuyén dong vé phia man hinh. Doi
voi1 nguot dan 6ng dang tham gia thi nghiém la canh tay bén phai. Canh tay
d6 gitip 6ng cam ly to gidy mau do.

Tiéng reo nho nho day 1én trong phong hop.

Canh tay bén phai cling dong day, kep to gidy d6 vao gitta nhitng ngén
tay. Thé roi, hai canh tay phai trdi xoay huéng chéch vé phia nguc nguoi
kia vira bat dau gap to gidy. Puong nhién khong thé lam nhanh chong
dugc, nhung hai canh tay cir dong co6 vé thuan thuc.

“Nguoi dan 6ng nay bi tai nan giao théng, chin thuong cot song cod
thanh ra liét t chi,” nhan vién nghién ctru bat dau gidi thiéu, “chi c6 thé tu

do van dong theo ¥ mudn tir phan c6 tré 1én ma thoi, 6ng ta khong hé gip
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bat cr van dé gi vé tri ndo. Khi canh tay ngudi may nam bat duoc bat ky tin
hiéu nho nao kich thich van dong canh tay tu day than kinh, ching s& van
dong. Tuy da c6 kha nhiéu thir nghiém tuong tu trén thé giéi nhung hau
nhu déu can phiu thuat, nhimg ¢ may nho gon dit trén giwdng khong can
phau thuat lai c6 thé 1am dugc nhirng vi¢c yéu cau tinh ti mi cao nhu thé
nay thi chua tung c6.”

Hai canh tay nguoi may di hoan thanh con hac gidy mot cach dang né.
Nguoi dan 6ng tham gia thi nghiém nhin vé phia may quay, chdm rai chép
mat hai 1an. Tuy biéu cam kha nghéo nan nhung di du truyén tai hét cam
giac thanh cong tur 6ng.

Mot t6 hop hinh anh minh hoa phirc tap xuat hién thay thé trén man
anh. Nhan vién nghién ctru hudéng 1én man hinh, anh ta chi ra nhiitng nang
cap k¥ thuat so véi lan trude, ndi vé nhitng van dé can phai giai quyét trong
giai doan sau. Dyua theo cach noi cta anh ta, ta co thé cam théy tu tin tran
tré.

“Kha ddy,” Kazumasa nghe thuyét trinh voi vé quan tim. Nhiing budi
thuyét trinh BMI kiéu nay dién ra mdi thang mot 1an nhung lan nao cling co
thir gi kha quan dé noi. Nhung két luan 1a do céc chuyén vién nghién ctu
ctia Harima Text, toan nhitng ngudi uu ta thi voi va qua. Mot phan ciing 1a
do yéu td canh tranh nita, nhirng k¥ thuat méi duge gioi thigu ra hom nay,
ngay mai cong ty khac dem ra quang céo thi cling khong c6 gi 1a la.

BMI - Brain Machine Interface, su két hop giita bd ndo va may moc.

Nghe that gidng chuyén trong mo. Dau c6 dau hang trudc bat ky vét
thuong nang né nao, chi can ndo bd van hoat dong binh thuong, cudc doi
d6 chua thé bj vt ra ngoai ria. Ho van c6 thé tim cho minh niém vui trong
su song.

Dung, chi can ndo bd van hoat dong binh thuong...

Kazumasa dang tdp trung nghe cdp dudi cia minh thuyét trinh nhung
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cling khong thé cudng lai hinh anh Mizuho dang nam trén giudng bénh.
Anh ban ron cong viée nén khong thé thudng xuyén dén tham con. Nhung
chi can ¢ chut thoi gian trong, anh lai lao dén d6 ngay. Pén diy rdi, ciing
chang dé 1am gi. Chi don gian 12 ngdm guong mit dang say ngi cta con bé.

Y ta cling thuong ghé qua, anh ciing hd trg ho nay no nhung c6 nhiéu
viéc khé phirc tap, can su tinh té nén Kazumasa cam thiy tay minh khong
thé 1am noi. Trong khi Kaoruko lai c6 vé thanh thao hon nhiéu rdi. C6 gang
hoc dé c6 thé dua con bé vé nha chim soc, co thé dam bao diéu kién tdi
thiéu can c6 khi cham séc tai nha. Khi nghe ¢ noi vé chuyén do, anh da
tron mat ngac nhién.

Sau khi tir chdi hién tang, anh ciing khong c6 y dé Mizuho xuét vién.
Dau trai tim con bé van con dang dap nhung chi dén thé thoi, anh cho rang
minh chi dang khong chap nhan duoc cai chét ciia dira con gai yéu. Anh sé
chuan bi tim 1y bénh vién s& rat 6ng thd ctia dira nho trong mot twong lai
gan. Ma khong, gio anh ciing dang chuin bi tim 1y cho diéu d6. Han
Kaoruko ciing giéng anh vé diém nay.

Nhung c6 iy khéng tir bo. Du trén phuong dién y hoc, hi vong c6 mong
manh dén mirc nao, c6 van dit cugc vao co hdi mot trén van nguoi chéng
16 lidu c¢6 dén luot minh hay khong dy. Hodc ¢6 mudn song voi ¥ nghi con
minh vin séng dau chi trong mot giai doan ngin ma thoi. Néu khong phai
thé, khong co chuyén c¢6 mudn mang dia con gai trong tinh trang nhu thé
vé nha.

Kaoruko that manh mé&. Ban than anh chic khéng so ndi ngén chan co
y.

Khi Ikuto goi chi gai, dich thuc anh cam théy canh tay Mizuho da cu
dong. Nhung su thac méc dy c6 phai 1a 4o tuong hay khong con manh hon
nhiéu. Mot nha chiém tinh tén Kokkuri da timg nhic dén diéu nay, anh nghi

6 thé chi 13 mét hién tuong twong ty ma thoi. Kaoruko noi 1a ¢6 khong cu
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dong, Kazumasa ciing khong nhé minh c¢6 ctr dong gi ca, anh nghi co thé
mot trong hai nguoi dd vo thire ctr dong hodc ¢ thé 1a ca hai.

Kazumasa ciing ching c6 ¥ nhdn manh vao diém nay. Anh mudn tran
trong niém tin ciia Kaoruko 1a Mizuho van chua chét, ban than anh ciing
mong méi ¢6 ky tich xuat hién.

Anh dang ngdi day, nghe bao cao két qua nghién ciru BMI thé nay, lai
cam thay trong réng dén duong d6, ngdm di ngdm lai cling 13 do anh co
nam trong tay nhitng k¥ thuat tién tién nhét ciing khong ctru ndi Mizuho,
chang co tin hiéu nao phat ra tir ndo con bé ca, co 1& chi con nudc tir bd
thoi.

Pén khi bimng tinh, anh méi thay nhan vién dang don ca anh mat vé phia
minh. Béo cdo ciia nhan vién nghién ctru BRS da hoan thanh. Ho dang rat
bat an cho doi nhitng chi thi tir anh.

Kazumasa dang hing roi anh khé gio tay 1én.

“Moi nguoi di di dung quy trinh r6i d6. Khong can phau thuat ngoai
khoa, ta c6 thé tién dén budc nay da la vuot troi 15m rdi. Van dé thi ding
nhu cdu noi, phan hoi cua xuc gidc vé véi bo ndo duge dén mirc nao. D6i
v6i nhimg ngudi bi thuong tat, néu cé thé phuc hoi xuc giac nhu thoi con
khoe manh, rat nhiéu ngudi chap nhan nhimg ca phiu thuat cé ty 1& nguy
CO cao.”

Cau nhan vién nghién ctru ¢6 vé cing thiang, dap rang minh s& c6 ging.

“Nhung dat duoc két qua thé nay, t6i ciing thay hai 1ong. Tl gio mong
ciu cb gang hon.”

“Cam on anh.”

“Cau da hoi cam nhan ctia nguoi dan 6ng tham gia thir nghiém chua?”

“Em d3 hoi rdi a. That ra, em cling mudn cho moi nguol cung xem
luén.”

Cau nhan vién nghién ctru bat dau bam cai diéu khién ngay gan tay voi.
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Lap tirc, mot to gidy xuat hién trén man hinh viét bang bat mau, “Y nhu
trong mo vay. To1 nhu dugc ting cho mdt do61 canh tay mdéi”, voi nét chix
cuc ky thanh lich.

“Pay 1a do ngudi d6 viét. Bang doi tay nguoi may d6. Ong ta khong thé
noi duoc.”

“Vay a? Pung 1a dang né dy,” Kazumasa gat ddu voi cdu nhan vién.
“Mot vét thuong niang dén mirc néi con khong xong.”

“Vang. Chi c6 thé ctr dong ludi mot chut thoi, khong thé 1am rung day
thanh quan. Vén cling khong thé ty minh hit tho.”

“Hirm, ra 1a thé.” Ngay khi vira né1 xong cau do, mot cau héi chot hién
ra trong dau Kazumasa. “O, khoan da. Khong thé 1a thé dugc.”

“...Y anh 13 sao a?”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén ong 4y khong thé ty minh hit tho,” Kazumasa tré vé
phia man hinh. “Hay cho t61 xem lai doan video kia di, hinh &nh nguoi dan
ong tham gia thir nghiém y. D¢ anh tinh ciing dugc.”

“A... vAng,” nguoi nhan vién van con rat d6i ngac nhién, voi vang bam
cai diéu khién. Han ciu ta ciing dang thac mic xem sép minh 1én con vi van
dé gi day.

Hinh anh d3 hién 1én. Ngudi dan ong trong tu thé ngdi.

“Nhin kia. Ong ta van ti thd day con gi?”

“Da khong, khong phai dau.”

“Tai sao? Pau c6 thdy 6ng ta gin 6ng tho nhan tao dau?”

“A, ra 1a chuyén ndy,” cdu nhan vién git dau ra vé di hiéu. “Dung,
khong gin ong th. Truong hop cua ngudi ndy, khéng can gin 6ng tho
cling duoc a.”

“Khong can gan cling dugc? La sao vay? Ban than ngudi d6 khong thé
tir minh hit tho, tai sao khong can gan dng thd nhan tao?”

“Do ong ta di dugc chita tri. Phau thuat dic biét...”
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“Phau thuat dic biét kiéu gi?”

“Chuyén nay, thi 1a...” mat cau nghién ctru vién di bat dau ngan nudc.

“Da thua,” mdt nguoi nao do6 gio tay lén. “To61 ndi vai cau dugce
khong?”

“Chuyén gi?”

“C6 18 toi co thé giai thich rd rang hon cdu ay vé van dé nay.”

“Tat sao? Cau thuoc mdt mang hoan toan khac ma.”

“Pung la nhu vdy, nhung khi biét vé bénh nhan kia, t6i ciing c6 cung
thic mic voi giam ddc, nén toi da ty minh tim hiéu vé chuyén nay.”

Kazumasa nhin cdu nhan vién van con ding nhu troi tréng vi nguong
ngung, 10i quay sang dap tra anh mat ctia Hoshino, anh gt dau cho phép
cau ta giai thich thay nguoi kia.

Hoshino dung 1én, cau hudng mit vé phia Kazumasa, hai tay chap trudc
mat.

“Nguoi d6 di duoce gan vao ngudi mot loai may kich thich co hoanh tao
nhip tim.”

Kazumasa nhiu may. “La thu gi?”

“May kich thich co hoanh tao nhip tim. Néi don gian thi cd may niy sé
tao kich thich dién 1én cac ddy than kinh co hoanh giup co hoanh co dén.
Ciing tuong tu may tao nhip tim.”

“C6 loai may moc nhu thé sao? La k¥ thuat méi ha?”

“Vé co ban, san pham nay da duoc nghi dén tir kha 1au roi. Ttr nhiing
nim 1970 d4 co ca thanh cong r6i.”

“Ttr thoi diém d6 u?” Kazumasa lic dau. “That dang xau ho, toi chang
hé biét gi.”

“Anh khong biét dén cling hién nhién thoi. Nhat Ban gan nhu chua bao
gid thuc hién nhitng ca phau thut dang nay. Cho may moc vao co thé vén

da kho khan, viéc duy tri vira phtrc tap, chi phi lai vo cung cao. Nhitng
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truong hop khong thé tu thé lai thuong chim vao gidc ngu sau, ho co thé
cat khi quan va gin 6ng thd vao ma khong gip bat ct van dé gi. Chua ké
v6i mot san pham con nhiéu van dé vé mat an toan ciing kho phd bién ra
ngoai.”

“Nhung nguoi dan 6ng nay lai dam gin tho d6 vao minh u?”,
Kazumasa chi 1én nguoi dan 6ng trén hinh.

“Ciing ¢ nhiéu 1y do. Tht nhét, trudng hop ctia nguoi dan 6ng nay gin
may d6 13 hop 1y. Con mot 1y do nira 1a ¢ may ndy da dat duoc mot sb cai
tién k¥ thuat. Nhitng van dé con ton tai dén tan bay gio da duge xtr 1y, nd
duoc gidi thidu 12 mot san pham cong nghé chua timg ¢d.”

Kazumasa dua nguoi vé phia trude. “Thé nghia 13 sao? Vé mit cin ban,
san phim ndy mang van dé nhu thé nao?”

Thai do cua anh khién Hoshino c6 vé khong vui, anh mét cu ta déo
quanh, “Néu giai thich dén ca nhiing diéu nay thi s& ton rat nhiéu thoi
gian.” Cau ta cg co hai tay vao nhau.

Nho thé Kazumasa méi léy lai chinh minh, anh nhin quanh. Cac nhan
vién cta anh dang ngdi im véi vé bdi rdi. Anh mat ho day vé bat an. C6 18
1a do giam ddc cua ho dang qua chu tim vao mot van dé khong lién quan
trong cudc hop.

“Xin 16i nhé”, Kazumasa ndi véi Hoshino, “Xin 13i di bét cau phai tra
161 nhirg cau héi van vo cia toi. Cau ngdi xudng di.”

Hoshino ngdi xuéng véi vé nhe nhom.

“A, ma cAu Hoshino ndy... phién cu 14t qua phong toi nhé.”

Cau nghién ctru vién tré tudi gilt ¥ nhin quanh, roi dap lai 10i anh, “Em
hiéu roi a.”

Co tiéng gd ctra. “Moi vao,” Kazumasa dap.

“Xin phién anh,” anh nghe thay c6 tiéng noéi rdi canh cira mo ra.

Hoshino cam theo mdt tap tai liéu budc vao.

91



“Xin 16i cau chuyén khi ndy. Vi mot cau chuyén ban than cé htung thy,
t6i d3a quén bang moi tht,” Kazumasa roi khoi ban, moi cdu ta ra sofa.
“Nao, ngdi xudng di.”

“Vang”, Hoshino khép nép ngdi xudng cai ghé sofa boc da.

“Ciing khong c6 gi dic biét. Chi 13 t6i muén nghe tiép cau chuyén kia
th6i,” Kazumasa ngdi xudng phia déi dién, “Chuyén d6 d6. Cai may kich
thich...”

“May kich thich co hoanh tao nhip tim a. Em cling nghi thé nén co
mang tai li¢u dén cho anh,” Hoshino dat tap tai liéu 1€n ban.

Kazumasa gat dau. “Tai sao cau lai quan tam dén k¥ thuat nay?”

Hoshino ngdi thang ngudi, cam ciing hoi héch 1én.

“Chang c6 1y do nao sau xa dau a, em nghi nhimg thong tin nay cé thé
tham khdo cho nghién ctru cua minh chang.”

“Cau dau c6 nghién ctru Brain Robot System (hé théng nguoi may nio)
nhu ngudi kia dau, nghién ctru cta cau vé tin hiéu ndo gui toi cac co giup
chan tay cta nguoi d6 co thé cir dong co ma.”

“Pung nhu anh n6i. Néu khong c6 chi thi tir ndo thi khi quan khong thé
hoat dong duoc, nhung né lai hoat dong dugc nho vao kich thich dién, vi
¢ cung co ché voi nghién cru ciia em nén em moéi c6 himg thi véi may
kich thich co hoanh.”

“Ra la vay a? Nhung hoat dong ctia co bap tay chin va co hoanh c6 do
phtic tap hoan toan khéng thé so sanh v&i nhau. Nghién ctru cia cau dich
thue ¢6 do khé cao hon nhiéu. Toi khong nghi ta c6 thé dic biét tham khao
duoc.”

Hoshino gat dau, ciu ta mo tap tai li€u ra.

“Hién tai thi dung thé. May kich thich dién tir chi don gian 13 tic dong
mot chiéu, tao ra mot nhip di¢u ¢d dinh dé 1am co hoanh co din déu dan.

Nhung chi thé thoi d3 ndy sinh ra ca déng van dé.”
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“Luc ndy cdu ciing c¢6 nhiac dén. Co van dé gi voi n6?”

“Vén dé tiéu biéu xay ra khi nu6t nham di vat. Luén c6 nguy co nhiing
di vat 1an trong d6 dn sé& lot vao trong Ong thd. Ngay ca khi ta ding mot
cach khac dé truyén dinh dudng thi vin c6 nguy co di vat lot vao trong cd
hong. Roi con nhitng van dé nhu khac dom chang han. Trong trudng hop
ctia ngudi binh thudng, khi ta cam thdy c6 dom trong cd hong s& thé nao?
Chac giam dbc hoan toan c6 thé hiéu.”

“Pom? Chuyén nay thi dwong nhién ri,” Kazumasa dang hing hai cai.
“Kiéu nay phai khong?”

“Da vang. Ho c6 hai loai, loai tu minh tao ra nhu gidm ddc 1am lac nay,
loai thir hai 1a dang phan Umg ty nhién. Khi ¢6 di vat lot vao 6ng tho, hé
thdng cam tng & 16p mang nhay trén bé mit s& truyén thong tin d6 1én cac
trung tam trén nao, 1énh duoc gui dén céac co hod hép nhu co hoanh, dan dén
hién tuong ho - day 1a mot phan tng sinh hoc nhim bao vé dudng ho hap
nhu khi quan hay phoi, cai nay 1a dang ho theo phan xa. Ngoai ra, ho ciing
c6 vai trd xa 16p dom tich lily trong dudng ho hap ra bén ngoai. Tuy nhién,
cong nghé hién dai nay van con kho tai tao dugc cac chirc ning ho, diu sao
chép duoc hinh thirc bén ngoai, van khong dé dang thay thé duoc hinh thirc
h6 hap thong thuong. Pay 1a mot bat cip cua nd. Van dé nay thi ngay ca
v6i nhitng nguoi khoe manh khi bi nghen chang han, cling mai méi co thé
lay lai duoc trang thai ho hap binh thuong, chic giai thich thé nay anh ciing
hiéu.”

Hoshino noi ning tron tudn tudt, cach sip xép y dé giai thich ciing dé
hiéu. Pung 1 cdu ta vira xem tai liéu vira n6i nhung ban than ciing d3 naim
rat chac nhitng ndi dung minh can noi.

“Vay la may kich thich co hoanh tao nhip tim da giai quyét duoc nhiing
van dé d6?”

“Tuy van chua phai 1 hoan hao nhung da giai quyét duoc phan nao.”
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“Theo cach nao?”

“N6i thang ra, cd may nay la mot dang may phat tin hiéu, két hop voi
hoat dong ctia ndo. Khong chi don gian & mdi viéc phat tin hiéu, n6 con thu
nhan vé tin hiéu tir 16p dom bao vé trong noi thé, roi thay doi loai tin hiéu
phat ra tuy theo van dé can xur 1y. Vi du, néu no bat duge tin hidu c6 di vat
trong co thé, nd s& phat ra tin hiéu thuc co hoanh ho ra. Co ché nay sé& xur Iy
duoc van dé kia, gitp ta c6 thé ho hdp nhu binh thuong.”

“Ra 1a vay. Nghe ciu néi, thi dung 13 diéu gi cling c6 kha ning xay ra.
Tuy trude gio chua ¢ nhung dung 1a ky dié¢u.”

Nhung Hoshino lai té ra nghi€m trong, cau ta lac dau.

“Nhung khong dé gi hién thyc héa dau. Nhiing nguoi phét trién loai
may nay dau tién phai phan tich nhiing tin hiéu thu vé va phat ra bai ndo bo
khi nguoi khoe manh ho va luc trd lai trang thai ho hap thong thuong ra
sao, 1ap mo hinh hé théng day no-ron than kinh. Ho s& dua theo mé hinh
nay dé tao ra ca mot hé théng tin hi¢u theo tung kénh. Tién mi¢ng thi ta go1
no 1a may kich thich co hoanh nhung that sy ngoai co hoanh ra, n6 cling co
kich thich dién tir 1én co bung nita. Em ciing chua hiéu hét duoc nhung
dich thuc 1a ton khéng it cong lao.”

Cau chuyén dén ntra chirng bdng trd nén bé tic. Nhung anh c6 thé hiéu
mtrc d6 khé khin, doi hoi trinh d6 k¥ thuat cao hon han so véi cong nghé
hién gio.

“Se€ co ich cho nghién ctru cua cau chr?”

“Em thdy né c6 nhiéu ¥ tham khao,” Hoshino gat ddu. “Ciing nhu giam
dbc da noi khi ndy, chi dé nghién ctru ctia em 1a gitp cho nhiing ngudi bi
thuong tit c6 thé ty ctr dong chan tay ctia minh. Nhung hién thuc 13, chi
gitp ho cur dong thoi thi khong dugce. Vi du nhu khi ho cham phai dd nong,
s& c6 phan tng rut tay vé, ta khong thé tao ra dugc nhitng phan xa nhu thé

thi ciing vo ich. Khac canh tay ngudi may, tay ngudi dé bi bong ma. Néu co
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thé xir 1y duoc nhirng van dé kiéu ndy, em c6 cam giac sé tao ra dot pha.”

Po6i mat Hoshino long lanh. Pung 13 nhic dén nghién ctru cua chinh
minh ¢6 khac, cam xtc nhiét thanh hon han.

“Cam on cau, phién cau qua, to1 da hiéu rdi,” Kazumasa noi. “Ta quay
lai cau chuyén kia nhé, bén nao da phat trién duoc cong nghé tan tién nhat
cua may kich thich co hoanh?”

“Po6i nghién ciru cia Vién ho hap ngoai khoa Pai hoc Y Yoshiaki. Em
da truc tiép di nghe giang ctia nguoi viét bai luan nghién ctru cta phia ho.”

Theo 161 Hoshino, ngudi viét bai luan d6 13 Pho gido su Asagishi, co vé
nhu ong 4y ciing tham gia phiu thuit cho ngudi dan 6ng tham gia thu
nghiém BRS.

“Pén bay gid, ho di tién hanh bao ca phiu thuat roi?”

“Em nghe 14 sau. T4t ca déu dang phuc hoi rat t6t.”

Kazumasa khoanh tay, sau mot khoang im lang suy nghi, anh mé
miéng.

“Toan bd cac bénh nhan d6 déu co y thirc ding khong?”

“Y thirc... u?” Hoshino nghiéng dau nhin xuéng dudi.

“Y t6i 13, khong ¢6 ca nao bénh nhan bi mét y thuc, hon mé trién mién
dau nhi?”

“Chuyén nay, thi...” Hoshino khong nhin thang vao mit Kazumasa,
mét chop lia lia, dau chai Xuéng. “Em chua xac nhan dugc nhung chic 1a
khong a. Nhitng trudng hop ngi trién mién nhu vay ho sé dung cach cat khi
quan dé gin v4i may ho hap nhan tao. Nhitng ngudi da khong con ¥ thic
thi ton cong lap dit ¢d may cao cAp nhu thé von di chang c6 ¥ nghia gi. Co
may nay dugc sang ché ra nham muc dich gitp bénh nhan c6 cudc song dé
dang hon ma.”

“Nhung cling c6 thé 1ap dit cai ndy cho nguoi mat ¥ thic nhi?”

“Chuyén nay thi... dung.” Hoshino nhu d quyét tim, thang than nhin
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Kazumasa. “DPing nhu anh no6i. C6 1€ nhitng bénh nhan trong trang thai
thie vat ciing c6 thé sir dung loai may nay. Theo nhimng gi em duogc biét, nd
khong can dén tin hiéu phat ra tir ndo.”

Théy 4nh mat nghi€m tac cua cau cép duoil, Kazumasa chot déy lén
nghi ngd. C6 khi nao nhan vién di biét dugc chuyén con gai giam ddc gip
tai nan, khong chi 1a roi vao tinh trang thuc vat, tinh hinh con khé 1a nguy
ngap khong? Hoshino chic ciing di biét duoc 1y do minh bi goi, nén mai
chuan bj ca tap tai liéu day thé kia.

“Cam on nh¢é, cau da cho t6i nhiing thong tin bo ich.”

“Da khong c6 gi”, Hoshino cti dau ngai nguing.

Kazumasa léy dién thoai tur trong t0i ra, anh goi cho Kanzaki Makiko.
Co lap tirc nhic may, “Kanzaki day.”

“Co qua day chit nhé”, anh chi noi vay roi dap may.

Chang may chdc, anh di nghe thiy tiéng g6 ctra, Kanzaki Makiko budc
vao phong. Co mic b vest xam, 40 so mi tring, mai toc den budc gon sau
gay.

“Té1 muodn cd lién lac vo1 mdt co quan nghién ctru”, Kazumasa noi.
“Vién ho hép ngoai khoa Pai hoc Y Yoshiaki. Thong tin chi tiét, co c6 thé
hoi cau Hoshino day - Hoshino, nho cau giip do cho nhé?”

“Duong nhién a,” cau ta dap.

Chi 1a, Kazumasa ngudc 1én nhin Kanzaki Makiko.

“Pay 1a van dé ctia ca nhan to6i. Mong ¢b luu ¥ ding gay anh hudng gi
dén cong ty.”

“Em hiéu y anh,” ¢6 thu ky nhe nhang cti dau.

2

“Khoéng can phai voi. Ctr tir tir, tir tir théi. Luu ¥ dimg cha xat, s& 1lam
da con bé yéu di day.”

Theo chi thi cua y ta Mutou, ba Chizuko ddi huéng nam cho Mizuho.
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Néu cir dé con bé nam nguyén mot tu thé, d& dan dén sung huyét, da con dé
bi ham ntra.

Ban tay ba Chizuko d& ldy co thé dira chau ngoai c6 vé khong chic
chan, vé mit ba khong hé thoai mai, ctr nhu thé dang lo lai xay ra tai nan gi
nira, nhu dang s¢ hai vay.

“Me oi,” Kaoruko 1én tiéng. “Dé y tay trai kia.”

“0, gi thé?” Ba nhin tay trai cia minh.

“Khong phai tay me dau, tay trai cia Mizuho co. Me¢ dung quén nguoi
con bé van con ndi v4i dng day.”

“A, a...”, ba Chizuko nhu dong cung lai giita ching.

Tuy nhin thi chiu khong ndi, nhung Kaoruko ¢ ging dé khong budng
101 cau gat. Co ma to tiéng & ddy, ba Chizuko c6 18 s& khong bao gid chiu
dinh dén viéc chdm séc Mizuho nita. Néu thé thi s& phién cho ¢6 lam.

“Khong sao dau a. Bac ct binh tinh, nhe nhang vay thoi. Dang. Thé 1a
duge 10i,” y ta& Mutou nhe nhang 18n tiéng tran an ba Chizuko. C6 y ta ky
cuu ndy c6 thé gitr binh tinh trong moi hoan canh.

R&t cude, ba Chizuko ciing dd hoan thanh cong viéc. Thay do6i vi tri
nam la cong viéc dé dang nhat trong viéc chim séc Mizuho. M&i chi c6 thé
thoi da gap khong it khé khan, thi khong rd sau nay con thé nao nita, nhung
Kaoruko d quyét tim phai manh mé& theo dén cung.

Ciing da hai thang troi qua ké tir ngdy tai nan xay dén. Bénh vién ciing
phai bat ngo khi thay trai tim Mizuho van tiép tuc dap. Moi chi s6 ciing da
6n dinh, chang con nhitng cudc goi cap ciru tir phia bénh vién nita.

Con duy tri duwoc dén mirc nao, cac bac si cling khong thé du doan noi.
Y nhu nhitng 10i bac si Shindou bén ngoai khoa than kinh ndo néi lic ban
dau. Mot khi truong hop 14 tré nho, ta s& chang biét duoc chuyén gi sé dién
ra.

Thé thi, Kaoruko chi c6 mét diéu can suy nghi thoi. Ctr cho 1a Mizuho
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van song, ¢o can phai chuan bi cho giai doan sau nay.

Néu tinh hinh van ctr nhu bay gio thi s& khong c6 gi kho khin véi viée
cham sdc tai nha, chinh bac si diéu tri dd nhan xét nhu vay khi noi dén strc
song than ky ctia bé Mizuho. Chi c6 mdt diéu kién. Gia dinh can it nhat hai
nguodi thanh thao nhitng cong viéc cham soc hién thoi nhu y tad dang lam.
Thuong chi can mot nguoi tac truc cham s6c Mizuho, mot khi co bat cu
diéu gi bat thuong s& co ngudi khac ¢ thé ganh d& ngay duoc.

Van dé 13, ngoai Kaoruko ra, ngudi con lai c6 thé 13 ai. Khong thé trong
cho gi vao Miharu. Em gai ¢6 con c6 gia dinh riéng. Kazumasa thi coi nhu
khong ban dén rdi.

Sau bao hoi trin trd, ¢6 quyét dinh nhd ba Chizuko.

Néu 12 binh thudng, co s& nghi dén me minh dau tién. Hoi ¢o vira sinh
Mizuho, ba con song ca thang troi trong ngdi nha & Hiroo dé hd tro cod
cham con.

Lan nay, ¢6 do du boi thdy bat an véi tinh trang than kinh cua ba
Chizuko.

Ké ca sau khi da quyét dinh sé tiép tuc tri liéu duy tri su séng cua con
bé, ba Chizuko ciing mai chang qua thim chau. Theo 15i ong Shigehiko, ba
ting noi rang cd cam giac minh khong cé tu cach dén tham. Phai toi lan thi
ba Kaoruko goi dién thuc giuc thi ba mai chiu dén bénh vién. D6 13 hai
tuan sau khi con bé nhap vi¢n.

Nhin dtra chau ctr ngu mai, ba Chizuko lai khéc. “Tai sao luc d6 me lai
khong nhan ra chtt, néu me chiju dé y thi di chang xay ra chuyén nhu thé
nay, néu duoc me cling mudn thay vao chd con bé, néu co thé virt bo ca cai
mang gia nay me ciing san sang, than gia ndy séng con y nghia gi dau chi,”
ba ctr khoc véi nhitg cau néi day hoéi han. “Xin 16i nhé, xin 151, chdu hay
ctr han ngudi ba nay di, cr nguyén ria cho ba sém chét di,” ba clr néi nhu

vay. Thanh ra, hé & trong phong bénh, ba lai chéng thé ngung nuoc mét.
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Tur d6, cir vai hom ba lai dén, nhung Kaoruko nhan ra mot diéu. Ba
Chizuko nhét dinh khong cham vao Mizuho. Pa thé ba lai con to nhu mudn
tranh lai gin dra chéu nita.

Khi c6 hoi 1y do ba dap 1a vi so.

Co thé ctia Mizuho bi ndi véi rat nhiéu thtr 6ng nghiém va may moc.
Ciing nho nhimg k¥ thuat phirc tap nay, sinh ménh nhé bé d6 médi duoc tiép
tuc duy tri. V41 mot than thé nhu thé, 1& cham vao khong can than, biét dau
lai gdy ra chuyén gi nghiém trong.

“Khong sao, me cir cham vao chéu di, con xin me¢ déy hay xoa dau con
bé”, mic 101 ¢d cau xin ba Chizuko van nhat dinh khong lam gi. Cur ¢ nai
ép ba thi ba lai bat dau run 1én, nén c6 cling chang dam lam gi qua do.

Trong tinh trang d6, ¢6 khong thé nho ba cham soc chau tai nha. Nhung
ching biét nén cdy nho ai nita, cd moi hoi ¥ ong Shigehiko, bd c6 da noi co
khong c6 gi phai ban khoan.

“Ctr @& me con 1am. Nhu thé s& tot hon. Diéu nay von di ¢o loi cho ca
hai bén. Néu me con biét con phai nho dén ai khac gitp d&, ban than chang
gitip ich duoc gi thi chic chan ba 4y sé& lai cang tu trach minh hon day.
Kaoruko, hay ctr dé b lo. B6 s& khién me con dong y.”

B& ¢6 d3 noi vay thi s& 1a nhu vay. Hon nira, ngudi ¢o c6 thé tin tuong
nhat dé gitp d& trong viéc cham séc Mizuho chi ¢ thé 13 me rudt ciia minh
ma thoi.

Nhung khong ¢6 gi ddm bao ba Chizuko nhan cong viéc nay. Kaoruko
cam thiy c6 dd cudng ép hoi qua. Ba con khong dam cham vao ngudi con
bé. Khi bd ¢d dé cap dén chuyén nay, c6 da dy doan réng me minh s€ 1ap
tire tra 101 1 khong 1am noi.

Thé nhung phan Gng cta ba Chizuko lai trai voi du doan. Khi co noi
dén chuyén dang suy tinh dé dua con bé vé& chim soc tai nha, ba co chut

ngac nhién, nhung sau d6 lay lai vé mat nghiém tic nghe Kaoruko noi
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chuyén, dén khi c¢6 bao 13 mudn ba gitp dd cho, ba ciing chang to vé gi
khéc la, chi nhin chdm chim vao mot diém nao d6 va bat dau suy nghi.

R6i, sau mot quang dai im ldng, 161 ba noi ra lai 1a, “Néu con théy me
lam duoc”.

“Déy Mizuho roi vao tinh trang d6, me phai chiu bi trung phat. Me¢
cling d4 nhiéu 1an nghi téi cai chét nhung ngudi nhu me cé chét di ciing
chang thay dbi duoc diéu gi. Con néu cr sdng kiéu nay ciing dau khé 1dm.
Me cling chelmg biét nén lam thé nao. Me nguyén danh tron phﬁn con lai cua
cudc doi dé cham s6c Mizuho. Néu con théy me lam duogc, cai gi me cling
s€ lam. Chuy¢n gi cling s€ lam.”

Nhitng 101 ciia me lam nguc Kaoruko nghen &. C6 thdy may man vi
minh d3 khong nhd dén ngudi khac. Néu ¢o lam thé, han ba Chizuko s&
cam thay mat di y nghia séng cta minh.

Vay 13, nguoi hd trg Kaoruko trong viéc chim séc Mizuho d duogc
quyét dinh. Nhung moi chuyén khong hé thuan budm xudi gié chat nio ca.
Ba Chizuko dén bénh vién hang ngay, hoc cach cham s6c nhung van can rat
nhiéu thoi gian dé 1am quen. Nguyén viéc cham vao than thé Mizuho, mai
dén gan day ba méi 1am duoc.

“Pé y xem than nhiét con bé c6 thip khong 1a ding, nhung hiy luu ¥
dén ca huyét ap thap nita. Bénh nhéan trong nhiing trudng hop nhu thé nay,
chi can co thé c6 chut thay d6i 1a huyét ap tut lién. Vi khong kip thoi dé y
diéu nay ma nhiéu ca roi vao tinh trang nguy hiém ngay lap tic.”

Y t4 Mutou day ba sir dung nhiéu loai dung cu do khac nhau. Guong
mit ctia ba Chizuko khi vira nghe 101 y t4 vira ghi chép lai that kho so.

Co cam thay c6 ai mo cira dang sau lung. Quay lai thi d6 1a Kazumasa
trong bo vest.

“Nay... gio, anh n6i chuyén véi em dugce khong?” Anh nhin me con ba

Chizuko rdi 1én tiéng hoi Kaoruko.
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“Puoc chir.”

Ba Chizuko gat dau, “A, cac con ct ty nhién.”

“Me dang hoc cach cham séc con be,” Kaoruko noi.

“Vay a! Mg chiu vat va 101.”

Thay Kazumasa néi thé, ba Chizuko khé lic dau, n6i “Khong dau”.

“Hom nay ta dimg ¢ day nhé,” y t4 Mutou roi khoi giuvong. “Néu c6 gi
can ctr goi t61.”

Moi nguoi 18n tiéng cam on cd y ta dang roi khoi phong bénh.

Kazumasa lai gin giudng. Anh cr ding ddy, nhin xudng dta con gai.

“Van khong c6 thay doi gi ha?”

“Vang.” Kaoruko dap 1i. “Dao nay, tinh hinh rat 6n.”

Kazumasa im ling git ddu. Anh mat van dan chat trén guong mit say
ngu cuia Mizuho.

Nhin dam ddm guong mit nghiéng nghiéng ctia chong, Kaoruko khong
khoi mudn moi ra nhitng suy nghi bén trong d6. Khong biét con ngudi nay
nghi gi vé da con gai dang phai duy tri sinh mang theo kiéu nay. Tuy
khong noi ra 101, nhung anh ta c6 nghi 1a chuyén nay ngu ngdc 1am khong?
C6 cho hanh dong ndy ngd ngan lim khong? Mot ké 1am cong viée deo
dudi nhitng cong nghé tién tién hang dau nhu Kazumasa, chang co 1y gi lai
tin vao sy ton tai cta linh hon.

Kazumasa quay sang Kaoruko.

“Ta néi chuyén chit nhé. Tuy ciing c¢6 néi qua dién thoai roi, nhung anh
c¢6 chuyén mudn ban véi em.”

“Puoc chir. Ta khong thé néi ¢ ddy sao?”

“Néu duogc, anh mudn noi chuyén riéng.” Tu luc noi thé, anh lai nhin
chdm chim vao Mizuho. “Sau d6, s& ké cho Mizuho nghe.”

C6 1& anh dang cd gang lwa chon ngdn tir hop 1y. “Hiéu 16i,” sau khi

dap 101 Kaoruko nhin ba Chizuko. “Vay, nho me cham chau mot chat nhé.”
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Ba Chizuko git dau voi vé cang thang, “Cac con di di.”

“Me ¢6 6n khong day?” Sau khi roi phong bénh, Kazumasa hoi cé.
Chuyén ba Chizuko s€ giap d& cham séc tai nha, co cling da n6i vé1 anh
roi.

“Néu khong oOn thi phién ddy,” vira nhin hanh lang va dao budc,
Kaoruko dap lai.

“Néu em van thay bét an thi ctr n6i. Néu can nguoi hd tro thi anh s& tim
cach lo.”

“Vang, cam on anh.”

Ngay tir lac nghe dén chuyén chim soc tai nha, Kazumasa di nghi t6i
chuyén phai thué nguoi. Anh hiéu rd Kaoruko khong thé tu lo mot minh
duge. Chi 1a ¢6 da tir chdi. Tir gi0, cO s€ con phai dya vao Kazumasa nhiéu
vé chuyén tién bac. Chinh vi vay, co mudn tu lo léy trong pham vi co thé.
chua ké, ¢6 kho co thé an tdm khi trong nha ngdy nao ciing c6 ngudi la sudt
bbn dén sau tiéng.

Hai nguoi vao quan ca phe ¢ tﬁng mot bénh vién, chon ghé canh ctra so.
Sau khi goi d6 uéng, ho chot nhd dén liic vo chong da phai ddi dién véi
nhau theo kiéu nay. Lan gan ddy nhat 1a lac quyét dinh chuyén ly hén thi
phai. Quyét dinh dé tréng vu ly hon nay ciing dd dién ra tir vai thang trudc
nhung lac do lai la n61 chuyén qua dién thoai.

Kazumasa trung ra mot vé mat khong dugc thoai mai 1am, anh uéng
cdc nude roi bat dau cau chuyén.

Chuyén anh mudn noi t6i, Kaoruko khong thé nao doan trudc duogc.

“Cho con bé¢ tu thd, chuyén do 1a sao?”

“Duya trén tin hi¢u may tinh, n6 co thé kich thich hoat dong cua co
hoanh. Néu c¢6 hat bui vudng trong duong ho hap thi ciing c6 thé ép ho ra
gitip tranh tic dom lai trong hong.”

“Khoan da nao. Co thé lam duoc diéu do sao?”
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“Ta can nghién ctru chi tiét hon nhung vé mit 1y thuyét thi hoan toan co
thé. P6 1a hé théng diéu khién kha niang ho hap nhan tao, goi tat 1a AIBS.
Cong nghé nay do Khoa Y va Khoa Cong ngh¢ DPai hoc Yoshiaki cdng tac
sang ché ra. Hom trudc, anh d3 gip mot ngudi trong nhém nghién ciu,
nghe ho nodi chuyén. Can phai phiu thuat nhung chi 1a dat thiét bi dién cuc
trong co thé ma thoi. Ta van can phai ndi véi thiét bi diéu khién va diy dan
bén ngoai nhung bo diéu khién khong 16n. So véi ho hip nhan tao thi dé
dang hon nhiéu. Em thiy sao?” Kazumasa hoi.

Kaoruko chdp mat. Anh nhin cua ¢6 roi xudng ban. C6 cam tach tra
nhan vién quan d3 mang dén cho minh tir lic nao, nhap mot ngum.

“Co can cat mo khi quan khong?”

“Khéng can. Ta ddu c6 can gin may ho hip nhan tao nén duong nhién
la khong.”

“Vay a... Khong can gan may ho hap nhén tao cling dugc u?”

C6 van chua hiéu ra van dé. D3 hai thang tir ngay tai nan, Mizuho van
song duoc nho may thd do. Co da nghi tir gio tro di, ¢d may la thi khong
the thiéu noi.

“Nhung mot thir tién 191 nhu vay, tai sao moi nguo1 khong gén vao?”

“C0 hai 1y do 16n. Mot 1a khong can thiét. Nhimg ngudi khong thé ty ho
hép phén 16n déu trong tinh trang thuc vat, chi can c¢6 may ho hép nhan tao
1a 6n. Con mot Iy do nira la tién. Khong duoc tinh bao hiém, chi phi lai
cao.”

“Chi phi cao la bao nhiéu?”

Kazumasa lic dau. “Em khong nén biét.”

Céach néi ndy cua anh cho ¢6 biét day 1a mot khoan tién khong hé nho.
C¢ 1€ khong chi & mirc mot, hai triéu khong thoi.

“Tai sao?” Kaoruko hoi.

“Gi co?”
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“Tai sao anh lai nghi dén chuyén gan c¢d may d6 cho con bé? Mizuho
dang trong tinh trang thuc vat thi dung may ho hap nhan tao ciing khong ¢
van dé gi ma.”

Kazumasa nhun vai.

“Nguoi bén DPai hoc Yoshiaki cling néi vay. Pay la mot ca khong co
trong gia dinh ctia ho. Ho cling khong rd nhitng ngudi mat ¥ thire deo tht
nay co y nghia gi khong.”

“Thé rdi, anh dap sao?”

Kazumasa ling nguoi mot lic rdi moi mé miéng.

“T6i mudn con gai minh duoc thd théi - Anh dép vay.”

“Puoc tho...”

“Anh lic nao ciing nghi khong rd minh c6 thé lam gi d6 cho Mizuho.
Néu thoai mai thoi gian, anh ciing muén chim soc con bé nhung thuc su
kho. Luc d6, anh tinh cd biét dén AIBS. Nghe chuyén d6 anh da nghi minh
mudn Mizuho duoc thd. Puong nhién, diy van khong phai 1a con bé tu tho
lay, 12 do may moéc gitp nd thd nhung anh c6 cam giac mot thir gi gan vao
trong da thit n6 s€ khéac vdi cai may thd nhan tao kia.”

Kazumasa vira noi vira khé 1ac dau. Nhin anh nhu vay, ¢6 cam nhan rod
day 1a mot nguoi dang kho chiu vi ban than bt luyc trude mot didu gi. Dung
cong nghé cao cp nhit kia ciing chi dé ban than minh c6 chat cam giac
thoa man hon thoi, anh chic chin 14 ngudi hiéu ro nhat.

Nhitng diéu nghi ngd trong long Kaoruko ndy gio da duoc giai toa.
Kazumasa han cling mudn Mizuho c6 thé tiép tuc séng.

“Co rui ro khong?”

“Phau thuat nén chic s& co rui ro. Néu nhan dinh thiét bi d6 khong hiéu
qua, ta sé dung ngay 1ap tic. Trong hoan canh d9, ta s& 1am phau thuit mo
khi quan va dit may ho hap nhan tao vao thay thé.”

Hiurm, Kaoruko khit mui.
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“Pé em suy nghi dd nhé? Em muén hoi y kién cta cac bac si trong bénh
vién nira.”

“Puong nhién 1a dugc. Néu em mudn nghe chi tiét hon, 1an sau, em dén
bai hoc Yoshiaki voi anh.”

“Vang, anh sap xép cho em di.”

Vé mit Kazumasa c6 vé an tdm hon, anh cam tach ca phé. “Em khong
mudn dé con bi phiu thuat vi mot Iy do chang ra lam sao nhu thé”, anh da
chuan bi tim 1y bi tir chbi thang thimg nhu vay roi.

Kazumasa 1t tay 4o vest 1én dé xem dong ho. Lic do, co thiy éng tay
40 so mi trang ctia anh c6 chat cau den. Céi 40 d6 chic phai mic hon hai
ngdy roi. Piém nay tir xwa da chang hé thay doi.

“Nay,” Kaoruko néi. “Han anh phai c6 ai d6 ch?”

“Chuyén gi co?”

“Nguoi phu nit ndo d6 chiang han. Chung ta ciing di dinh sé ly hon, anh
c6 tinh nhan ciing khong la gi. Néu c6 chuyén d6, em mong anh cho biét
vay tho1.”

Kazumasa nhan mat. “Lam gi ¢4.”

“That sao? Khong can phai gidu ddu. Em khong sao ca. Em quyét dinh
bo qua vu ly hon cling vi Mizuho ca thoi.”

“Anh hiéu.”

“Pé lo dugc cho Mizuho, ta can rat nhiéu tién. Em khong thé 1o noi.
Chinh vi viy, em méi nhd dén anh. Mua xuén nay, chinh em da yéu cau ly
hon. Em ding la qua ich ky.”

“Khong c6 chuyén do dau.”

“Khoéng phai dau, 1a em da ich ky roi nén em ciing chang c6 y troéi bude
anh. C6 thé gio anh khong c6 ai, nhung néu anh yéu ai d6 hay ctt n6i. Em
s& cb gang khong 1am vudng ban dén anh.”

Kazumasa ngoi thang 1én, nhin thang vao Kaoruko. Nhung anh lai
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chang nghi ra diéu gi ban than can phai noi.

“Xin 161 anh,” Kaoruko 1am bam. “Em 1a nguoi dan ba x4u xa...”

Nudc mat 13 chi roi xuéng dau gdi. Nudc mat nay 1 vi ddu, ban than
co ciing khong hiéu duoc.

3

Cuoc phau thuat AIBS dién ra ¢ bénh vién truc thudc Pai hoc Yoshiaki
sau khi thang Muoi hai bat dau duogc it ngay. Kazumasa cing v6i Kaoruko
va ba Chizuko doi trong phong cho. Theo nhu 161 dan trude, phau thuat s&
mat khoang ba tiéng dong ho.

Ba nguoi chang noéi ning gi voi nhau, chi ling 18 tiép tuc doi cho. Ba
Chizuko chum tay trudc mit, mi mit nhidm nghién. Phai chiang ba dang cau
nguyén cho ca phiu thuat thanh cong?

Nhung thanh cong & day 1a cai gi méi dugc?

Puong nhién, AIBS hoat dong binh thuong ciing 1a thanh cong roi.
Nhung néu khong 6n, ta c6 thé phiu thuat md khi quan lip may ho hip
nhan tao vao co ma, ciing chang c6 van dé gi ca. Tinh hinh Mizuho dao nay
6n dinh, sau khi thAm dinh 13 con bé hoan toan c6 kha nang chiu duoc ca
phau thuat, ho méi tién hanh. Chi can khong xay ra bt ¢t bién ¢d 16n nao,
Mizuho chic chin sé& sdng sot roi khoi phong phiu thuat.

Séng sot. ..

Khi nghe hoi vé viéc phau thuat, ai ai tir bac si phu trach trd di ciing c6
ciing mot cau hoi. Lam thé dé lam gi?

May ho hip nhén tao da thira du rdi co ma.

Kha ning c6 bé co thé ty ho hap tro lai ciing con chua dén mot phan
van.

Chang biét c¢6 bé co thé séng thém dugc bao nhiéu ngay thang nita.

MG&i lan nhu thé, ho déu dap, “Dé bd me con bé thiy thoa man”.

Thé 1a, mo1 nguoi déu khong noi gi nira. Bat €ép con beé tiép tuc song
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trong tinh trang d6 ciing 1a dé bd me né thay thoa man.

Nhung phan g ctia doi bac si phau thuat bén trudng Yoshiaki lai khac.
Ho mong chd ca phau thuit nay s& tao ra dong thai tich cuc gi d6 noi
Mizuho. Chua ké, ddy con 1a mot thuc nghiém c6 thé tha tha duoc néu 15
that bai. Kazumasa va Kaoruko da ky ban cam két s& khong bat cac bac si
phai chiu trach nhiém néu 1§ c6 bat ky anh hudng gi 1én co thé ctia Mizuho.

“Anh chi Harima”, nghe c6 tiéng goi, ho ngang dau 1én. Bac si Asagishi
dung d6 trong bd do phiu thuit mau xanh. Ong 1a ngudi doi truong day
thuc luc ctia do1 nghién ctru. Than ngudi nhé thé nhung ran chéc.

Kazumasa dung ddy khoi ghé. “Pa xong r6i a?”

Asagishi gat dau, sau khi nhin me con Kaoruko, 6ng quay lai nhin
Kazumasa.

“P3 phau thuat xong, ching toi dang xem xét tinh hinh hién tai cua
chau bé.”

“Tinh hinh ra sao a?”

“May da hoat dong.”

“May, thé nghia 1a...”

“AlIBS.”

Kazumasa hit vao mot hoi, anh quay lai nhin Kaoruko roi lai nhin
guong mat bac si.

“Vay la thanh cong roi a?”

“Hién tai thi khong c6 d4u hiéu gi bat thuong. Céac vi co mudn vao thim
khong?”

“C6 thé gap dugc Mizuho sao?”

“Puong nhién. Moi theo 16i nay.”

Véi nhitng budce chan thoin thoat, bac si Asagishi di doc hanh lang, sau
do la Kazumasa cung Kaoruko va ba Chizuko cling rao budc theo sau. Hai

ngudi ho nim 1dy tay nhau.
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Mizuho nam ngil yén trén giudng trong can phong ho dugc dan dén.
Bén canh c¢6 hai vi bac si, ho dang quan sat mot may do co6 vé kha phuc tap.

“Anh, miéng Mizuho...” Kaoruko thi tham.

“U,” Kazusama dép 15i ¢6. Anh hiéu y ¢c6 mudn néi gi.

Chiéc 6ng luc ndo ciing nhét vao miéng Mizuho ké tir ngay tai nan, gid
d3 bién mat. Da con bé di bi ham lai boi dam bing dinh ¢6 dinh éng hd hap
nhung dung 13 1au 13m rdi méi thdy miéng con bé nhu vay. Gid ciing da rat
6ng truyén dinh dudng ra khoi mii rdi, grong mit nga say chang khac nao
Mizuho nhitng ngay con khée manh.

Néu dé v ki hon, 1ong nguc nho kia dang phap phong. Mizuho dang hit
tho day.

Sau khi ban luan gi d6 v6i may vi bac si dang nhin cai may do, béac si
Asagishi quay lai chd gia dinh Kazumasa.

“Co van hanh tét, hién chua thiy c6 van dé gi. C6 diéu vi co thé khong
tir thd nén co bap ciing yéu di nhiéu. Kha ning hit vao ctia bé khong t6t
lam. Pén khi c6 bé phuc hoi co luc, ta phai dung phuong phap chup 6ng
thd dé bd sung oxy.”

“Con bé the khong kho sé chur a?”

Bac si Asagishi 1y 1am la voi cau hoi cia Kaoruko. “Y ¢6 1a sao?”

“Chi la...”

“Thé 1a duogc roi, em khong can phai lo vé chuyén d6”, Kazumasa quay
sang nhin vo. Roi anh 14p tirc nhin sang bac si Asagishi. “Tir gio, ta nén
lam sao?”

“Pau tién, ching t01 s€ theo doi tinh hinh. Khi chd phau thuat da lanh
miéng, xac nhan dugc tinh hinh hd hép 6n dinh, ching to1 s€ chuyén chau
vé lai bénh vién bén kia. Thuong sé mat khoang bay ngay, nhung ¢ thé sé
mat thém chut thoi gian nita.”

“To1 hiéu ro1. Vay nho anh giup d6 cho.” Kazumasa cui dau.

108



Kaoruko ghé mait lai gan khuén miéng Mizuho. “Em nghe thay tiéng
ngay ndy...” nudc mat nudt nghen 10i thét ra.

Nhin con bé, Kazumasa cam thdy may man vi da tién hanh phau thuat.
Ké ca khi vi béc si truc tiép md cho con bé ciing nghi rang bénh nhan nay
da khong con y thic, chang thé cam nhan duoc cam giac kho thé di ching
nita, thi chi can vg anh cam nhan duogc sinh ménh con gai minh da du dé
khién anh man nguyén lim rdi. Thé chang phai di 1a qua du sao? Kaoruko
khong c6 vé gi mudn rdi xa Mizuho. Co vé nhu ¢d van con mudn nghe
tiéng ngdy ngu ctia con bé. Vi bac si tré dang cam 6ng tho trén tay ding im
t6 V& boi roi.

“Kaoruko,” Kazumasa 1én tiéng goi c6. “Di thoi. S& phién cho viéc trj
lidu day.”

Anh n6i thé c6 méi dé y thiy bac si. C6 néi 10i xin 15i.

Khi vtra ro1 khéi can phong, di doc theo hanh lang, Kaoruko chot néi,
“Phai mua it kem tho6i.”

“Kem?”

“Anh thay miéng Mizuho rdi ddy. Miy chd dan bing ham lai ca roi,
dang thuong qua.”

“Vaya...”

“A, dtng roi. Tt gio”, Kaoruko dimg chan, khoanh tay trudc nguc,
“cling phai mua it 4o chui dau thoi.”

“Ao chui dau?”

“Vang. Trude gio khong thé thao dng thd ra nén em chi c6 thé mua cho
con 4o co cuc thoi. T gio, con bé co thé mic ca céc loai 40 chui dau roi.
Ca 4o len hay 40 phong, do thé duc nita.” Anh mét Kaoruko long lanh.

Kazumasa gt gu, “Em c6 thé cho con mic bao nhiéu loai quan 4o ciing
dugc. Con bé hop vé1 moi loai trang phuc ma”.

“Vay sao? Thtr gi cling hop a? Ngay mai, em phai ghé luén qua trung
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tam thuong mai thoi,” ¢6 vé cd dang tudng tuong dén chuyén cho con gai
minh mic nhiéu thir d6 khac nhau hay sao d6, 4nh mat ctia Kaoruko ctr bay
bong dau d6 trong khong gian. Nhu thé chot nhd ra diéu gi d6, ¢ chot
nghiém mat lai, “Anh,” c6 nhin Kazumasa v&i mgt anh mét chan thanh.
“Cam on. Em that sy cam on.”

Kazumasa lac dau.

“Khéng can em cam on dau. Thé 1a tot roi,” giong anh d3 c6 chut khan
khan.

4

Sau khi dd mua xong do, Kaoruko cung Ikuto dao budc trén dudng vé
thi chot thiy thir gi tring tring bay bay trong khong gian.

“Oi! Tuyét kia. Ikuchan, tuyét roi rdi,” Kaoruko nhin 1én troi.

“Tuyét kia, tuyét kia,” trong bd 4o khoac trum dau mau xanh den, bé
Tkuto ¢ vuon d6i canh tay ngan ciin ra. C6 18 thiang bé dinh hting nhiing
bong tuyét roi roi.

Pi vao dén gitta dong roi. DAy moi 1a 1an tha hai 6 thay tuyét dén som
khi vira méi qua Tét nhu vay & Tokyo. Nhung lan trudc, tuyét chi roi chut
thoi roi 14p tire tan bién. Lan nay chang 1 s& sao ddy. Néu chi 16t phot roi
du dé cam nhan dugc sic dong thi t6t, nhung néu phu day lam giao thong
dinh tré thi mét day.

Vé dén nha, Tkuto cdi gidy ra, di vé phia bon rira. Thang bé da duoc day
can than 13 khi vé nha phai rtra tay sach sé.

Kaoruko van xéach tii d0, md canh ctra gan nhat ra ngoai hang hién.
Kazumasa dinh xay cin phong d6 dé lam thu phong riéng nhung ké tir khi
anh roi khoi nha chang ai dong dén.

Nhung g16 n6 da ¢6 mot vai tro quan trong khac.

Nhin 18n cai giuvong sat bén cira s6, Kaoruko nhiu may. Khong thiy bé

Mizuho dang ra dang nam d6 dau nira. Khong thay ca ba Chizuko dang ly
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ra dang & day cham chau.

Pit tai do xudng san, co roi phong. Véi nhitng budc chan voi vang di
doc theo hanh lang, c6 m¢ canh cira phong khach noi d6. Khong khi & day
lanh hon can phong lic nay.

Co6 thay dang lung ba Chizuko mic chiéc 40 khoac mau xam. Ba & canh
6 ctra kinh hudng ra phia vuon. Canh d6 1a chiéc xe ddy dang cang, bén
trén phtt mot cai chin hong.

“A, con dd v&,” ba Chizuko quay lai.

“Me dang lam gi thé?”

“Lam gi u... Me thay c6 tuyét roi nén muén chi cho Mizuho thay thoi.”

Kaoruko lao ngay ra, co xoay dau chiéc xe ddy. Tuy c6 hoi chit nga ra
nhung mat Mizuho van nham nghién.

“Con bé sé& bi lanh ddy. Chan dau r6i a?”

“Chan u, ¢ thi...”

“Thoi duge roi. Dé con di léy. Me, me bat diéu hoa sudi gium con di,”
Kaoruko v01 budng lai mot cau roi di ra ngoai hanh lang.

Khi ¢6 cAm céi chan quay lai phong khach, ngudi Mizuho da lanh toat.
Sau do, co 1ap tic léy nhiét ké kep vao nach con bé.

“Sao me lai ty y dua con bé di nhu thé,” Kaoruko gém gur nhin me.

“Thi, bén nay ngam tuyét rd hon ma...”

“Con d3 noi 1a néu me c6 y dua né sang day, nhd dé cho phong di am
da cha. Me quén rdi sao?”

“Xin 16i con. Me so néu khong nhanh, tuyét s& tan mat hét.”

“Vay thi, me cling phai mic di 4m cho chéu no chu, roi 1ap tic bat diéu
hoa suoi 1én. L& nd bi cam thi biét 1am sao. Mizuho khong gidng nhiing
dtra tré binh thuong khac, chita khong dé dau.”

“Me hiéu r6i. Xin 15i con.”

“Me co thuc su hiéu khong vay? Lan trude, khi con di tam...”, Kaoruko
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no6i gat nhu vay 1a bai c¢o van con dang soi 1én sung suc vi mot 16i nhé me
cO6 mdi gay ra hom trudce.

Tay phai cuia Mizuho tu nhién cir dong.

Nhu thé mudn noi, “Me, dung méng ba thém nira”.

C6 vé nhu ba Chizuko ciing dé ¥ thay. Hai nguoi nhin nhau.

Kaoruko v01 im bat. “Mizuho bao hd me nén con bé qua vu lan nay. Me
nhé can than day.”

“u,” gat dau vay roi ba Chizuko nhin chdm cham vao chiéc xe déy.
“Cam on chau nhé, Mizuho.”

Kaoruko rat nhiét ké khoi nach Mizuho. Hon 35 dd mot chat, dao nay
than nhiét con bé ciing thap nén chic ciing khong phai van dé gi 1on.

Ikuto di ¢ trong phong tir ltic nao. Thang bé dung trudc canh ctra kinh,
nhin ra vuon. Tuyét dang pht mau trang tinh 1én 16p vo cdy xu xi mau niu
xin.

Thang bé quay lai nhin chi gai trén xe lan, “Chi oi, tuyét kia.”

Kaoruko ngam nghia gwong mat Mizuho. Duong nhu vé mit con bé co
chut gi yén binh hon han, nhung c6 1& ¢6 cam giac vy thoi.

Viéc cham soc tai nha di bat dau duoc g?m thang nay. Ban dau, mot
ngudi chang thé ty lo ndi, ¢d va ba Chizuko phai thay nhau cham lo cho
con bé¢ lién tuc 24/24. Tuy da duoc huin luyén kha nghiém tac tai bénh vién
nhung bat dau 1am mai thdy nay sinh ra hang déng viéc ngoai dy liéu. Nhur
chuyén xuét hién nhiéu dom hon chang han. C6 cho ring d6 1a do khong
khi khong dugc thanh sach, 1ap tic phai lip dit mot may loc khi cong sudt
cao moi kha 1én duge, chuyén dat 6ng truyén dich cling khong 6n dinh. Co
nhan ra c6 khi 1a do tinh hinh Mizuho ¢6 it nhiéu doi khac so véi hdi con
trong vién nhu bac si dén tham bénh di chi ra.

Bi ap luc bai tiéng chudng canh bao tir du thé loai may do, ca Kaoruko

1an ba Chizuko déu khong ngu dugc, luc nao dau 6c ciing mo mo hd ho. Ho
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cling thay lo so khi ctr phai tiép tuc cudc sdng theo kiéu nay.

Ma khéng, dén gio van day bat an d6 cha. Chi can giy ra mot 161 16n
nao d6 1a c6 thé cudp di sinh mang ctia Mizuho nén luc nao ciing phai ron
rén cin than.

Nhung ma, niém vui duoc chung sdng voi Mizuho da khién trai tim tro
nén manh mé hon rat nhiéu. Chi can suy nghi néu ban than khong cd ging
dura tré nay s& khong thé tiép tuc sdng da khién ho khong thé khoc nira.

May min thay, mot thang du dé moi ngudi quen dan voi cong viée
chim soc dtra tré. Gid ¢o ¢ thé giao cho ba Chizuko cong viéc chim soc
con bé mdi luc vang nha. Chuyén tu y dua con bé di nhu hom nay chic
cling do ba thay thoai mai hon nhiéu.

Hon nita, mot so thay d6i 16n da khuyén khich moi nguoi. P6 chinh la
viéc co thé Mizuho thuong xuyén ctr dong hon. Chuyén nay thi tir hoi trong
vién da xay ra vai lan nhung ké tr khi dua con bé vé nha cham séc, moi
chuyén xdy ra thuong xuyén hon han. Ca ba Chizuko ciing cam thay diéu
nay.

Chua ké, ho khong cho rang day chi 1a cir dong don thuan. Nhu luc ndy
vay, c6 cam giac nhu con bé mudn ngan cudc hoi thoai lai, cling hay thé
hién cam xtic vui vé hay phan nd hon. Tuy ¢6 cit nhiac minh 13 do ban than
tu tudng tuong ra thoi nhung cé nhitng lic khong thé nao dan long thé
duoc. Gi thi gi, c6 nhitng lic con bé phan tng lai tiéng goi clia ngudi trong
nha ma.

Khi dem chuyén nay di hoi bac si ngoai khoa than kinh Shindou, ong
chang c6 phan Gng gi nhiéu. “Do chim soc con bé tai nha nén moi ngudi
thay hién tuong kiéu nay ctia Mizuho nhiéu hon théi.”

Pung, bac si da dung tr “hién tuwong”. Pay chi don gian 1a phan Ung tu
ty sdng ma théi. Khong phai didu gi qua ky la.

“Trudc khi con bé xuat vién, chung toi da kiém tra chup cit 16p CT
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nhung tiéc 1a chua théy bt ctr dau hiéu phuc hdi ndo nao. Tinh trang cua
Mizuho van nhu thé.”

Viy thi, bac si Shindou cho ring, néu ding 1a con bé c6 nhiéu phan xa
van dong hon, co thé do anh huong cuia AIBS chang.

“Nham kich thich co quan ho hap van dong, ¢d may nay da truyén mot
xung dién yéu 1én hé than kinh, c6 thé nhirng xung di¢n do6 da tao kich thich
gi d6 1én tay sdng, co kha ning cao 1a nd co lién hé gi d6 dén chuyén tay
chan co bé cu dong.”

Ong cho rang chuyén con bé c6 phan xa khi ai d6 goi chi 1 diéu ngiu
nhién.

Kaoruko khong ghét dang bac si nhu Shindou. Ong chéc chin khong
noi ra nhimg diéu bét can, cd gang dua theo nhimg su that khach quan, éng
d3 lam dung trong vai tro bac si. Chi 13, nhitng diéu éng noi nghe sao qua
lanh lung trong nhitng gid phut nay, nhu thé ong dang c6 phu dinh moi thi,
ngan ta khong dugc mo mong vay.

Nhin dra con nhé mai chim siu trong gidc ngi, Kaoruko lai mot lan
nita nhic nhd ban than khong duge phép tir bo.

Diu cé thé gidi ndy cd noi rang con bé nay s& chang bao gid mo mit ra,
c6 van ludn tin rang ngay d6 nhat dinh s& t4i.

Co cho tay vao trong chin, khé khang ndm ldy canh tay Mizuho. Canh
tay mém nhu keo déo marshmallow va c6 vé nhu gay di so voi trude lac roi
vao con mo nay. Con bé ¢6 van dong gi du ma chang thé. Co bap da dan
teo lai ca roi.

C6 nhin 1én dong ho treo tudng. Pa hon 5 gid chiéu. Co nghi minh
cling nén di chuan bi bita toi, tim hon 6 gio an 1 vira. C6 dinh dén khoang
8 g10 1a da xong bitra, don dep xong xu61 moi thir. Bém nay, mdt “vi khach”
quan trong s& dén tham.

Co nghe thiy tiéng chudng cira vao tdim 9 gio toi. Luc nay, Kaoruko
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dang trong phong Mizuho cung ba Chizuko cho con bé an.

Co tiéng g0 cua roi canh cira mé ra, Kazumasa xuit hién, mic 4o
khoac. “Chao ca nha”, 101 chao d6 danh cho ba Chizuko.

“A, chao con”, ba Chizuko dap 1i. Khong phai 1a “Con vé roi dy a?”.

Kazumasa van séng mot minh trong cin ho & Aoyama. Ba Chizuko méi
duoc biét chuyén vo chong con gai minh da ly than gan day nhung ciing
khong hoi sau vao van dé. C6 1& ba dd nghe dugc chuyén tir Miharu tir
trude roi.

“Moi nguoi dang ban ha?”

“Khong sao,” c6 dap 101.

Anh coi 40 khodac ra, lai gin chiéc xe 1in ctia con gai. Vira méi dung
xong bira, co thé cuia Mizuho duoc dung ngdi 1én dé tranh thirc an trong da
day khong bi trao ngugc.

“Co thay doi gi khong?”, Kazumasa hoi khi van cham chd quan sat
guong mat con gai.

“Ciing khong c6 gi. Moi thir dang rat tot.”

“Vay a,” Kazumasa nhe nhang nim ldy tay Mizuho, sau khi nhiing
ngoén tay bao tron xac nhan cam giac, anh quay lai phia 16i vao.

Noi d6 c6 mdt nguodi con trai dang dirng. Cau ta cling mac do khoac,
xach theo mot cai cap kha 16n. Tudi khoang ba muoi. Dang ngudi manh
khanh, guong mat dién trai. Ngudi thanh nién d6 cai dau chao me con
Kaoruko.

“Pay 1a cau Hoshino nhu anh dd ndi qua dién thoai. Cau iy vao ciing
duoc chua?”

Kaoruko gat dau trude cau héi ctia Kazumasa. “Puoc, duong nhién
roi.”

“Cau vao di,” Kazumasa néi vay vo1 Hoshino.

“Xin phién ca nha,” nguoi thanh nién budc vao phong, dirng trude mat
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Mizuho, guwong mat nhu dang c¢d ging kiém giit vé cang thang.

Hoshino ngam nhin Mizuho kh4 1au rdi méi mim cudi véi Kaoruko.

“Bé dé thuong that ddy.”

Khi nhin guong mit d6, Kaoruko d nghi rang dy 1a mot ngudi co thé
tin tudng giao phé nhiéu thir. Khong phai diéu toat ra tir nu cudi clia cu Ay.
Ma 1a thtr c6 da cam nhan duogc toat ra tir trai tim do. Vay nén, cau cam on
lai ty nhién vot ra khoi miéng.

“Ikuto dau?” Kazumasa hoi.

“M6i ngti rdi.”

“Cau Hoshino ¢6 chuan bi sin mét vai th. Em c6 thé tiép chuyén cau
ay khong?” Kazumasa dit van dé véi co.

“Dugc a. - Me o1, con nho me lo ¢ day cling dugc chur a?”

“Khong sao. Con ctr tur tir nghe chuyén di,” ba Chizuko da noi vay. Ba
cling biét hai nguoi kia dén vi 1y do gi.

Kazumasa va Hoshino cung c6 di ra phong khach. C6 dinh moi1 nudce
nhung Hoshino lai n6i 12 khong can. “Em mudn tap trung vao nhiing diéu
can giai thich.”

Kaoruko lai thdy dugc nét tinh cach nghiém tic noi con ngudi nay. Co
1€ cau ta cling kha dugc viéc.

Hoshino léy ra tu cap cua minh mdt cai may tinh xach tay cd nho, dit
1én trén chiéc ban giita phong. Cau luét tay trén ban phim, mot doan video
xudt hién trén man hinh.

D6 1a video vé con tinh tinh. Trén dau nd c6 deo mot cai vong. Day
dién thong tir trén cai vong d6 xudng, ndi voi mot dau méi trén lung con
vat. Trudc mat con tinh tinh 12 mot cai hop co can, nd di duoc lép dat sao
cho chi tay phai c6 thé nim lay céi can do.

“Con khi ndy bi ton thuong cot séng, né khong thé ty minh cir dong tay

chan dugc. Nhung ma thong qua day dd, né hiéu duoc rang néu di chuyén
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that nhiéu cai can kia thi s& duoc thuéng dod an,” vira néi vy Hoshino vira
cho chay doan video.

Con tinh tinh nhin cai hop d6, trong chép mat, co nd di cir dong. Chi la
canh tay dang giit cai can van khong dong cua.

“Tay n6 khong thé cir dong kiéu nay. Nhung ma...”

Ngay sau nhitng 161 Hoshino néi, may quay tap trung vao chd tay cua
mot nhan vat, hinh nhu 1a nguoi 1am thi nghiém. Trén tay cAm mot thiét bi
nho. Ngon tay d6 4n nit.

Kaoruko bat ra mot tiéng kéu thang thot. Canh tay phai con vat da bat
dau ctr dong. N6 xoay cai can dén may vong.

Nguoi lam thi nghiém ngit nat. Ngay 14p tirc, canh tay con tinh tinh
dirng ctr dong. Mot 1an nita 4n nat. Canh tay lai ctr dong. ..

Hoshino tam dung video.

“Trong ndo con khi nay c6 gén dién cuc, no6 thu lai nhitng tin hi€u tur vo
dai ndo. Nhitng tin hiéu nay s¢ chuyén hoa thanh mot loai dién tir dac biét,
c6 thé truyén qua ca nhitng phan xuong cot sdng bi ton thwong va di khap
noi. Chinh vi thé, canh tay cta ndé moéi c6 thé chuyén dong nhu binh
thuong.”

“N6i nhu vy 13, ndo truc tiép truyén chi thi &én co bip”, Kazumasa &
bén canh di chét lai cau chuyén.

Kaoruko nhin mét luot gwong mat hai nguodi, ¢6 thd ra mdt hoi. “Hai
anh da 1am duoc diéu tuyét voi day.”

“Duong nhién, dé dwa né vao thuc tién van phai tén nhiéu thoi gian.
Chén tay d3 bi liét c6 thé sir dung lai nhu thuong khong chi can mdi ctr
dong dau ma con can cam giac qua bé miat xuc giac, nhu kha ning cam
nhan nhiét do ntra.”

“Vay sao? Nhung toi van thiy thé 13 qua tuyét voi roi. Chi 1a...”

Kaoruko chuyén anh nhin quay vé man hinh. “N&o bd con tinh tinh nay
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hoan toan khong c6 van dé gi dung khong?”

Vay thi, né chang c6 y nghia tham khéo gi ca, ddy méi 1a diéu c6 mudn
noi.

Ngay lap ttirc, Hoshino gat dau nhu thé nim duge mach tu duy cua co,
cau lai ludt tay trén ban phim. Mot video khac hién 1én man hinh. Lan nay
khong phai 1a tinh tinh nira, ma 1a hinh &nh mdt nguoi dan 6ng. Anh ta mac
mot bd d6 bao hd nhu thé sép stra di nhay du, bi treo lo lung gitra tro.

“Day la mot nguotl dan 6ng khée manh. Tay chan cir dong dugce tu do,”
Hoshino bat dau thuyét minh. “Chi thiy day dan tir canh tay dang khong?
Pé nidm dugc khi canh tay cur dong, ndo bo da dua ra chi thi nhu thé nao,
bon em di quan sat dong dién luu truyén trong bap tay anh ta. Bon em da
xur Iy dic biét tao ra loai tin hiéu cho dong dién luu do, guri dén thiét bi kich
thich tir tinh gan & that lung.

Pung nhu 161 Hoshino, soi day tir canh tay nguoi dan ong nay ndi véi
mot ¢d may c6 man hinh. Tir 6, mot soi day khac thong ra, nbi véi hong
nguoi nay.

“Chi xem ki nhé”, Hoshino cho video chay.

Nhu thé nhan dugc mét tin hiéu nao do, nguol dan ong bat dau cir
dong. Trong trang thai treo lo ling, anh ta cir dong canh tay ra sau trudc.
Man hinh cta ¢d mdy kia hién hién nhitng hinh dang soéng.

“Nhitng budc song trén man hinh chinh 1a budc dién tir trong co bap
ctia canh tay ddy. Bon em d3 yéu cau nguoi dan 6ng nay tha 1ong nira than
dudi. Vay nén, anh ta khong hé cir dong, cir budng thdng chan ra thé thoi.
Vay nhung, khi tin hiéu dién nay giri dén thiét bi kich thich tir tinh ¢ that
lung kia thi sao?”

Nguoi 1am thi nghiém nhan mot nat gi d6. Gidy phut sau d6, diéu dang
ngac nhién di dién ra. Chan nguoi dan 6ng dang thdng xudng bat dau van

dong véi cung mot nhip digu. Ngét cong tac 1a ngung hoat dong, bat lai

118



cong tac, lai van dong. Y nhu con tinh tinh luc trudc.

Hoshino cho video ngung lai.

“Co thé thay 1a nhimg van dong co tinh ty dong cao nhu di bo phan 16n
do tuy song diéu khién. Khi ta di bd, chan trai budc 1én trude rdi dén chan
phai, nhitng diéu d6 khong phai 13 do suy nghi cta chung ta. Néu noi vé
mit tong thé, ndo chi don gian 1a dua ra tin hiéu di bo théi. Thi tin hiéu do,
la c6 kha nang tai tao tur tin hi€éu van dong canh tay kia, bon em thyc
nghiém theo ding hudng nay. Day chinh la nghién ctru giip nhitng nguoi
bi ton thuong cot séng khong thé di lai dugc nita c6 thé van dong.”

“Nghién ctru ndy c6 hai diém 16n,” Kazumasa néi nhu thé tiép ndi ciu
chuyén kia. “Piém thr nht, khong phai ndo bd cung cép tin hiéu dén cot
song. Nguoi tham gia thi nghiém kia khong ¢6 ¥ ctr dong chan nhung chan
anh ta ty y chuyén dong. Va mot diém nira, khong gy ra kich thich hay x4o
trén co thé nén khong hé 1am ngudi tham gia thi nghiém bj thuong. Thiét bi
kich thich tir tinh kia vén chi 1a mot cudn ddy gin dang sau that lung ma
thoi.”

“Vay la khong can phai phdu thuit sao?” Kaoruko xac nhan véi
Hoshino.

“Khéng can,” cau k¥ su tré dap lai.

“Ngoai ra, néu ta lép dat vai mbi day nhu thé doc theo cot séng, lan luot
phat tin hi€u, sé c6 kha nang van dong co bép toan co thé.”

“... La vay u? Néu thé, chuyén nay, day la diéu t6i mudn biét nhat,
nhung,” ¢ liém méi réi méi noi tiép, “co thé nhu con gai t6i ciing co thé
cu dong dugc sao?”

Hoshino c6 chat khyng lai. Cdu ta quay sang nhin Kazumasa nhu thé
dang c6 y hoi liéu tra 101 c6 dugc hay ching. Thiy cai gat dau nhe tir cap
trén, cau 4y quay lai nhin vao mit Kaoruko.

“Em nghi cir dong duoc. Bdi chau khong bi ton thuong cot séng, néu
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khong cir dong dugc thi qua ky la rodi.”

Nhitng 101 d6 nhu giong 1én hdi chudng cau phic trong tai Kaoruko. Co
nham mat lai, hit vao mot hoi that sau.

“La nhu thé d6,” Kazumasa noi, “Khong c6 vin dé gi vé mat k¥ thuat.
Chi con 1a van dé lam hay khong thoi. Anh nghi em quyét 1a duoc.”

“Em di quyét tim roi. Em muén lam. Em muén 1am cho con. - Céu
Hoshino, nho cau giup cho.”

“Néu c6 chi thi... em s& gitp.”

Kaoruko nhin thang vao chong minh. “Lai phai ton kha nhiéu tién nita
day.”

“Chuyén nay thi em khoi phai lo,” Kazumasa xua tay. “Vay thi, cau
Hoshino, ta c6 thé tién hanh ludn tir ngay mai khong nhi? Néu cau can gi,
ctir bao voi t61.”

“Em hiéu r6i,” Hoshino bat ddu cat may tinh di.

Kaoruko tién hai ngudi dén tan ngoai hién. Hoshino khong hé thic mac
vé viéc giam ddc lai roi nha rieng. Co 1€ cau ta cling duogc ké cho hay noi
tinh phtrc tap cua gia dinh co.

“Vay, anh s¢€ lién lac v&i em sau,” mac chiéc 40 khoac vao, Kazumasa
quay lai nhin Kaoruko.

“Vang. A, anh nay,” Kaoruko ngudc 1én nhin chéng minh, “Xin 161, lai
phién anh 1am nhiing diéu phién phtrc nhu thé nay.”

“Em ndi gi vay,” Kazumasa nhiu may. “Thoi, ngi ngon nhé.”

“Chuc hai anh em ngt ngon.”

Khi Hoshino cti dau néi cau chao xin phép, Kaoruko noi véi cau 10
cam on.

Khi qua phong Mizuho, ¢6 thiy con bé di duoc chuyén vé giuong roi.

Ba Chizuko hoi ¢ tinh hinh ra sao nén c¢d ké chuyén di ban cing

Hoshino va Kazumasa. Me¢ c6 gat gu mai véi vé an tam, “Thé thi tot qua,”
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ba ndi trong khi nhin dra chau gai.

Kaoruko ngdi xudng cai ghé dit canh givong. C6 nghe nhing tiéng
ngay nho nho.

Hai tudn truéce, ho d3 dén bénh vién dé kiém tra. C6 nhé lai cudc nodi
chuyén vo1 bac si luc do.

Bac s Shindou phu nhan moi hoi phuc cua nao nhung dich thuc 1a tinh
trang ctia Mizuho da tot hon han. C6 di ké chuyén sic mat con bé tuoi tinh
hon hdi trude, cac thong s6 khach quan nhu huyét ap, nhiét dg, chi $6 SpO,
cling t6t hon nhiéu.

Nhung bac si chu tri lai cho rang d6 1a do hiéu qua cua AIBS. Nho can
thiép ctia may moc, Mizuho di c6 thé tu thd. Puong nhién, chi can tiéu hao
ning luong, ¢6 kha ning moi chi sb sé& tang cao hon.

“Cilng nhu khi ngudi khée manh van dong, huyét ap va than nhiét cling
s& tang 1én. Piéu nay ciing twong ty thoi, chi 13,” bac si chi tri tiép 101, “néu
¢t binh binh nhu thé nay, con bé chic chin khong tinh lai dugc. Bo nao
cling c6 nhiém vu duy tri nhiét d6 va huyét 4p cua co thé. Trong trudng hop
cua Mizuho, c6 1€ mot phﬁn co ning nao dé van con hoat dong.”

Kaoruko nuét tron ting 15i ctia bac si.

“Y bac si 1a sao a? Bac si Shindou néi rang toan bd ndo da ngimg hoat
dong ro6i ma. Co 18 bi chét ndo. Vay thi phan nao d6 van con hoat dong 1a
sao a?”

Bac si chu tr1 voi vang xua ca hai tay.

“A khong, chuyén ndo ngung hoat dong ma bac si Shindou noi nghia la
qua qué trinh thAm dinh, moi co ning can phai kiém tra déu di ngung hoat
dong.”

Theo nhu 161 bac si chu tri, ndo bd c¢6 phan thuy dudi hay tuyén yén
phia trudc giup phan tng véi nhiéu loai thay doi ciia co thé nhu tiét ra hoodc

mon hay duy tri nhiét d6 va huyét ap. V& diéu nay, bac si di dung dén tur
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“kha nang thich Gmg cua co thé”.

Tham dinh ndo chét 1a loai hinh kiém tra kha nang nhan thic va chuc
ning cta hé than kinh hop so, xem c6 con kha ning ty thd hay kha ning
thich trng c6 con hay khong.

“Lac méi vao vién, ta da phai tiém mot lugng 16n hodc modn vao trong
co thé chau Mizuho, vé sau chung t61 da co thé giam luong Xuéng. Hién tai,
ta khong can phai 1am thé nita. T6i c6 suy nghi 1a vé& mit nay, ndo bd van
con hoat dong chiang. Trong cac ca bénh nhi thé nay, day ciing khong phai
diéu gi ky la.”

Vay nén, néu co thé dé co bép van dong, co thé s& duoc duy tri tdt, v
bac si la thé do.

Luc nghe nhitng 101 nay, Kaoruko cam thay diéu ki la trong 1dng nguc.
D6 1a diéu gi, c6 khong thé hiéu ngay duoc.

Co tim ra cau tra 10i trong lc chim lo cho Mizuho. Khi ¢6 lau co thé
con bé, chan con bé c6 chut dong day. Bac si Shindou da no6i do chi 1a phan
xa ma thoi, nhung Kaoruko lai khong thé nghi nhu thé.

“Ai cha, thay budn ha? Con cir dong nhiéu chat c6 phai tét khong.”

Khi bét chuyén kiéu d6 v&i Mizuho, co chot nay ra. Néu con bé van
dong nhiéu hon, co bap ciing s& duoc rén luyén.

Co da v& 18 ra. Plng r6i, néu c6 thé rén co bap dugc thi tot qua con gi.
Néu c6 thé van dong hop 1y thi stc khoe s& duy tri tot, ngudi khoe manh
hay ké ca nguoi trong tinh trang nhu Mizuho cling nhu nhau théi.

Kaoruko di muén day suy nghi nay ra khoi dau, cho Mizuho van dong
u? Khéng thé lam chuyén nhu vdy duge. Khong thé quan minh trong
nhirng 4o tudng ngu ngde d6 duge.

Nhung dau c6 c6 cb quén di kiéu gi, suy nghi d6 ciing chang dut noi
khoi dau. Tham chi, ngay qua thang lai, suy nghi d6 mdi luc mot 16n thém.

CO con tra trén mang, tim nhiing bai bao dua theo tir khoa tinh trang ngu
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thuc vat, van dong nira. Puong nhién, chéng cO chut tin tirc nao giap co
gidi ma duogc chut gi.

Co chi co thé ban bac véi mot nguoi thoi. Chuan bi tdm 1y s& bi cudi
ché vi n6i ra chuyén ngu ngdc, cd quyét ¥ noi chuyén véi Kazumasa thir
Xem.

Nhung anh 4y lai nghiém tuc lang nghe nhitng diéu vo noéi. Réi, anh bat
dau noéi nhirg diéu bat ngd.

“Trong bénh vién, khi nghe bac si Shindou noi 1a kha nang Mizuho bi
chét ndo 1 rat cao, em da noi gi v6i anh, em con nhd ch? Em da ndi cong
ty anh c6 nghién ctru vé lién két gitta bo nfo va may moc co ma. Néu vay,
chic anh phai hiéu rd vé nhitng diéu nay cha. Luc d6 anh c6 dap 10i em
rang, nghién ctru ctia bén anh lay tién dé 14 b ndo van con dang séng chir
chua tirmg nghi dén chuyén nio chét con gi. Nhung lac d6, anh di co cam
gidc mot thir gi d6 nay ra trong 6¢ minh. D6 1a diéu gi, chinh ban than anh
cling khong o nita. Gid nghe chuyén em ké, anh d3 dinh hinh duoc rdi.
N3o bod cia Mizuho d3 chiu mot ton thuong nang né, mat di phén 16n chuc
ning ndo. Pa thé thi ta lay thir khac bu vao dé 1a dugc. Néu ndo khong ra
chi thi van dong thi ta s thay no ra chi thi vay.”

Khi Kaoruko hoi 14 liéu c6 kha ning khéng, Kazumasa di dap rang tuy
anh khong nam rd nhung kha ning 13 co.

“Anh mudn ban bac véi mét cau ky su xem sao. Hay noi chuyén véi
cau ta thu xem.”

Vay nén, sang nay c¢6 da nhan duoc lién lac tor Kazumasa bao réng hom
nay anh s& dua ngudi d6 dén nha.

C6 nhé dén guong mit ctia Hoshino. May sao, d6 13 mot ngudi thanh
that. Dau sao, c¢o ciing can nho cdu ta duy tri thé trang cho Mizuho trong
mot thot gian dai. Néu céu ta ¢ y dinh thi nghiém trén nguoi thi c6 da dinh

s€ tu choi.
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Kaoruko nam lay canh tay bé nho ctia con gai.

Gio n6 gay go 1a thé, nhung néu co6 thé van dong, co chut co bip hon
thi mdi ngay s& vui vé hon nhiéu.

Hon tat ca. ..

Mot ngay nao dé, khi phép mau xay dén va Mizuho s& mo mat ra, c6
thé thuc day béng chinh sttc cua minh, dimg 1én, di lai, c6 1€ con bé s€ la
ngudi thdy hanh phuc nhat.

“Tur gio dén khi ngdy 4y t6i, me s& co gang” cd tham thi khi ngam
nghia gurong mat say ngu cua con gai.

5

Vira nhét hét 46 dac trén ghé vao trong cip cta minh, chiéc dién thoai
dé trén ban bao cd cudc goi dén. Man hinh cho Hoshino biét 13 Mao goi.
Cau dung nguyén diy, nhac may. “Vang.”

“A 106, Yuuya ha? Em Mao day, gio ta n6i chuyén dugc cht?”

“Duoc chir. C6 chuyén gi vay?” Vira ndi cdu vira nhin dong hd deo tay.
Gio dd qua ba rudi roi.

“Chu nhat nay anh c6 du dinh gi chua?”

“Chu nhat u...” Hoshino 6m léy cip, mot tay van con cam dién thoali,
cdu bat dau bude di. “Chu nhat c¢6 vu gi 4?”

“U, hoi Miki dinh ra di an BBQ day. Pugc khong?”

“BBQ u? Um...”

“Sao? Khong 6n ha?” Giong Mao vit 1én sac 1ém, mang chut kho chiu.

“Khong phai 1a khong on, do ¢6 cong chuyén mat rdi.”

“0, tuan trudc anh ciing ndéi y nhu vay. Nay, ba tuan nay ta chua duoc
gip nhau roi day.”

“Biét 1a thé nhung anh dang ban ron khong tranh dugc.”

“Cong viéc nay do dich than giam ddc giao phd dung khong? That 1a,

anh lam viéc quai gi the? Khong thé giao cho ngudi khac duoc sao?”
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“Co n6i Mao ciing chang hiéu dau. Pay 1a céng viéc chi minh anh 1am
duoc nén giam doc mai phai 1én tiéng nho cha.”

Mot tiéng tho ra danh phi nghe 16 qua dién thoai.

“Hiéu rdi. Néu da nhu thé, em dau hang. Minh em di in BBQ vay.
Nhung ma ndy, anh ciing nén giit gin. Ngay nghi con lam viéc sudt nhu thé,
co thé khong tru ndi dau.”

“Anh biét r6i, cam on nhé. Em ciing thé, di an BBQ dung udng qua
nhiéu rugu day.”

“Em c6 1am thé bao gid ddu. Théi em clp may nhé,” nghe giong nodi co
vé Mao ciing vui vé hon roi.

Cau cho dién thoai vao tai, khi dang doi thang may, chot nghe co tiéng
hoi “Pi cong tac ha?” bén canh. Cau quay sang mdi thdy d6 13 mot anh ¢
bén doi BMI s6 1. P6 1a mot dan anh vao trude Hoshino mét nam, thude
doi nghién cuu hé théng thi giac nhan tao dé hd tro nhirng ngudi bi khiém
thi. Néu deo mot cai kinh dic biét va ¢b dinh lai bang mil bao hiém, ho co
thé di lai trén cung dudng mé 16 day nhiing chudéng ngai vat, qua 1a dang
ngac nhién.

Anh ta hoi cau di cong tac 1a vi Hoshino & trong cong ty nhung khong
deo bang tén lam viéc, cAm cdp tap trong khi chua dén gio tan ca.

“Em khong di cong tac dau. Chi la lam viéc ngoai cong ty thoi.”

Nghe céu tra 10i ciia Hoshino, anh ta té ra hoi bbi rdi nhung roi bat dau
guc gic dau thau hiéu.

“Pén nha giam dbc ha? Tdi co6 nghe nodi r6i. Cau sir dung ANC dé van
dong co thé tiéu thu chét ndo d6 ha? N6 vén 1a do dé nghi ctia phu nhan,
nhung giam ddc cling chiu kho tudn 10i vo nhi?”

ANC la bi danh loai may Hoshino dang nghién ctru. Tén goi chinh thuc
1a “k¥ thuat truyén tin hiéu than kinh nhan tao”.

“G1am doc co suy nghi nay la vi muon co gang hoan thanh mong moai
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cua vo ma thoi.”

Dau c6 ndi thé, canh cira thang may mo ra khi dan anh kia vira méi néi
dén d6. Gia c6 ai ¢ san trong déy thi tot qua, nhung thang lai trong khong.
Thanh thwr, khi hai nguoi budc vao trong, dan anh kia lai tiép tuc cau
chuyén.

“Chét ndo xir n6 roi con gi nira. Khong ¢6 ¥ thirc thi coi nhu chi dang
chd chét ma théi. Co van dong chan tay cho nguoi nhu thé cling chang c6 ¥
nghia gi. Chang khac gi ném tién qua cira s6.”

“Chi phi 13 do tién riéng cua giam déc ma.”

“Tbi biét chr. Nhung nay, lwong cho cau thi sao? C6 1a giam dbc di nira
thi cling khong thé bién nha nghién ctu thanh vat sé hiru riéng nhu vay
chu.”

“Pung 1a gid em dang dinh qua nha giam dbc dy, nhung em khong
nghi minh dang bi bién thanh vat s¢ hitu riéng cta ké khac. Em cho day 1a
mot co hdi quan trong dé co thé nghién ciu. Cot séng cua moOt bénh nhan
khong nhan chi thi van dong nao tir ndo bo, ta phai kich thich nhu thé nao
va s€ nhan dugc phan hdi ra sao, day 1a mot co hdi cho em tham dinh duoc
diéu nay, chic cling chang c6 co hoi thi hai nhu thé nita.”

Nguoi dan anh kia nhan vai, lic dau, “Téi thi chiu thoi.”

“Chiu gi a?”

“Chiju khong thé 1am theo céi kiéu d6. T6i chi mudn gitp nhitng ngudi
dang bi tat nguyén nén mai tiép tuc céng viéc nay. Toi co nguyén vong va
10ng kiéu hanh cta minh. Nhung trong trudong hop ddi phuong 13 mot bénh
nhan di chét ndo thi sao? Ho d4u con ¥ thirc nita? Ho cling s& chang quay
lai con gi? Dung may tinh hay may kich thich dién tir dé cho chan tay ho
van dong dé lam gi? Khong khac gi dang c¢d ¥ tao ra mot Frankenstein*
vay.”

Hoshino chdang them nhin vao mat nguoit kia, “Chac chan Frankenstein
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duoc xay dung c6 y thirc day.”

“Vay thi, con thua ca Franken di. Sir dyng than thé mot ngudi da khong
con ¥ thie dé tu thoa man minh. Chi muu 14 phu nhan gidm dbc nén ta
chang thé néi xau gi. Nhung toi thdy cdu nén sém rut ra 1a hon. Téi néi vi
cau ca thoi. Ma ciling c6 gi kho dau nhi? Cau ctr tién hanh nhiéu thuc
nghiém vao rdi néi 1a khong duoc dau, khong thé cir dong chén tay con chi
duoc dau, thé 1a xong xudi.”

Hoshino mong thang may dirng lai giira chimng, c6 ai d6 budc vao thi tot
nhung lai chang dugc nhu cAu mong muén, thang di thang xubng ting mat.
Khoang thoi gian d6, bau khong khi im 1ing mét cach kho chiu.

“Em khong thé noi rd rang voi anh dugc,” khi di roi thang may,
Hoshino néi v&i nguoi tién bdi kia. “Pung 13 céng viéc chung ta 1am co
lién quan dén nhirng tin hiéu xuét ra tir ndo bo nhung lai khong rd van dé
clia trai tim. Vé diéu nay, khong c6 hoc gia ndo trén thé gidi nay naim duoc
ca. Vay thi, dimg dong cham gi dén van dé nay, hiy chi nghi dén nhimng
diéu minh can thuc hién dé dap tng yéu cau thdi c6 duoc khong a?”

Nguoi dan anh d6 nhin cham chip vao Hoshino, “Cau kha day.”

“Vay a?”

“Tuy phap luat vin con mo hd vé diéu nay nhung vé mit thuc té, nhing
ngudi chét ndo bi cho 13 da chét. Thé nghia 1a cdu dang chiam lo cho mot
xéac chét 6. Thuc nghiém trén xac chét, toi day khong dam. Nghi thoi da
muén son da ga r6i.”

Nén con gian dit giat giat d61 go ma, Hoshino ép ra mot nu cuoi.

“Tiéu thu chua trai qua tham dinh chét ndo.”

“Vay la tinh trang thuc vat.”

“Em ciing khong biét. Em khong di nang luc thim dinh van dé nay.”

Nguoi dan anh kia do mit ra roi quay phét. “Ma théi. Toi d3 ndi dén thé

101, cau thich lam gi la viéc cua cau. Nhung toi chi n6i cau nay théi. Cau co
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nghién ctru cach giup ngudi di chét ndo cir dong duoc ciing ching gitp
dugc gi cho ai dau.”

“Em s& nhd diéu nay.”

“Chao, cd ging nhé,” nguodi dan anh kia gio mot tay chio, di theo
huong nguoc lai véi ctra ra.

Nhin theo bong lung d6, Hoshino 1am nham trong 1dng.

“Khéng gitp duoc gi cho ai u? Noi gi vay chir. i ¢ ich rdi ma.”

Khi cdu dén ngoi nha cia gia dinh Harima & Hiroo, dd qua 4 gid chiéu.
Cau bam chudng gan trudc cong, nghe thay tiéng phu nhan Kaoruko dap
lai.

“Em Hoshino day.”

“Vang,” cung voi cau dap do, khoa ctra mé danh cach.

Cau vira di ludt theo khu vuon, da thiy phu nhan mé cira san, ding doi
¢ hang hién. Da tréng, cam nho, ddi mat sic dai mot duong, khién ta c6
cam giac ngudi phu nit nay rat thich hop mic trang phuc truyén théng. Phu
nhan da ba muoi sau tudi, hon Hoshino tan bon tudi nhung nhin lan da van
con cang min d6, khong ai nghi 1a chi Ay da 16n tudi dén thé.

“Chao chi,” ciu chi dau chao.

“Cau d3 vat va roi. Lai lam phién cau nhé.”

Nhitng 10i nhe nhang cua phu nhin khién ciu thdy dep 1ong. Cau co
cam giac day khong phai 1a cach cu xir v6i cap dudi cua chong ma 1a cach
cu xU vo1 an nhan cua con gai minh.

Budc chan vao can phong moi khi, Mizuho dang ngdi trén xe ldn. Co bé
mac mot cai vay ke, chan mang quﬁn tt.

“Hom nay, ba ngoai chdu khong c6 nha a?”

“Vang. Ba dem con trai t6i vé bén ngoai r6i. Chac phai dén t6i moi vé.”
“Vay a.”

C6 nghia 13, hdm nay chi ¢6 cau va phu nhan. Ngay khi nghi rang moi
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chuyén s€ hay ho day, cau chot nhan ra con c6 su tdn tai ctia Mizuho nita
nén len 1én dinh chinh lai suy nghi cua minh.

“T6i da gan san day dan rdi,” phu nhan noi.

“Vay a. - Chao chau, Mizuho. Xin 16i chau chat nhé,” Hoshino hoi
nang phan than trén ciia Mizuho 18n, ldy tay giit lung c6 bé. “Vang, vi tri
nay khong c6 van dé gi ca.”

“T6i thay thé 1a vira roi. Chic dit chd d6 s& khong 1am Mizuho thiy
dau dau nhi?”

“Néu thé thi tot qua.”

Day dan & ddy chinh 12 thiét bi kich thich tir tinh dé giri tin hiéu dén cot
song. Bén trong cai hop da thiét ké khép voi hinh dang cot séng cua
Mizuho 12 mot hé thong day dan lang nhang phirc tap. Nhung hinh dang cai
hop mai van khong khdp duoc véi cot song cd bé, nén ciu da phai diéu
chinh kha nhiéu lan.

C6 mdy van hanh dit bén canh xe lin c6 dé hai khi cu. Mot cai 1a may
cung cdp tin hiéu ndi véi thiét bi kich thich tir tinh, né 13 thap diéu khién
ting diy dan s& phat ra loai tin hiéu gi. Tuy van chua hoan toan chuin
nhung mdi 1an Hoshino dén thim 14 céng ning cua nd lai c6 mot phan cai
tién. Mot cb may khac la thiét bi quan sat hoat dong co dudi dang dién tu.

“Vay thi, hom nay ta s€ lai bat dau tir van dong chan nhé. Nho chi phy
trach thiét bi dién cuc gitm.”

“Vang,” phu nhan dap vdy roi ngdi xudng trudc mit con gai, coi chiée
quan tat ra. Cudn day Hoshino dua ra c6 gin dién cuc dugc dinh bang
thach cao vao chan Mizuho. C6 da quen véi viée nay.

“Vay ta bat dau nhé.”

Hoshino bat dau ludt trén ban phim phat tin hiéu. Sau khi diéu chinh
pham vi van dong, tdc d6 va sd 1an, cau An vao nut bat dau.

Cang chan phai ctia Mizuho hoi nang 1én mot chit roi ngay lap tic vé
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tu thé cil. Tiép theo, céng chan trai cling van dong y hét. R6i lan luot van
dong mot chdp ba lan nhu thé, moi cir dong dung lai. C6 nghia 1a, c6 bé lai
vé tu thé ngdi trén xe 1an, hai chan thdng xudng.

Cau nhin man hinh kiém tra co bap. Co bap trai phai van dong déu
nhau, khong hé qua strc.

“Pugc roi nhi? Qua 6n.”

Nghe nhitng 161 cua cau, phu nhan khoanh tay trudc nguc, nhin guong
mat Mizuho.

“Con nghe thay chwa? Qua on roi ddy. That tét qua.”

Pang tiéc 1a ¢ bé hoan toan khong c6 phan tng gi trude nhitng 101 me
no6i. Nhitng luc nhu thé nay, néu cau c6 thé nhanh tay 1am thao tac nao do,
dé Mizuho co thé gat mot cai thi tét qua, Hoshino tuy co tuong twong dén
canh d6 nhung van chua thé 1én dén giai doan éy duoc. Moi thtr van con
phai van hanh bang tay.

“Vay thi, ta ctr dé chan dang ra nhu thé, lam lai cung mot van dong
nhé.”

“Vang,” dap 1oi nhu vay roi phu nhan nam 1ay ca hai dui Mizuho va mo
rong ra hai bén. “chi khoan da,” 161 Hoshino n6i da mudn. Co tiéng chudng
canh béo trén man hinh.

“Khong dugc roi...” Phu nhan voi nhanh chong thu chan Mizuho veé vi
tri ban dau.

Hoshino voi vang thao tac trén man hinh, tat tiéng coi bao dong.

“Lan trudc em ciing c6 ndi rdi, tuy Mizuho dd nglmg van dong nhung
khong ¢ nghia 14 tin hiéu tir co bap chau khong phét ra nita. Néu cur giit
nguyén mot dang ngoi, ciing s& ¢o tin hiéu cho tu thé d6 duoc phat ra. Néu
cO6 mot ngoai lyc manh tac dong vao tinh trang do, may tinh s€ phan tich la
vi tri co thé khac so véi tin hiéu truyén ra, n6 sé& réo chudng canh béo.”

“La vay nhi? Xin 16i cau. Toi bat can qua...”
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“Chij khong can phai xin 16i. Hién gio thi chua c6 van dé gi nhung vé
sau s& gan vao co cta chau bé, nén cé nguy co sé lam dau co cta chau day,
chi chu y gium nhé.”

“Toi hiéu roi. Xin 18i cau.”

“Em da bao chi khong can xin 15i ma.”

Hoshino vira cuodi vira néi vay, vé mat phu nhan méi dan ra.

Sau d6, mat khoang mét gio, cau gitip Mizuho ctr dong chin va canh
tay. Tuy van chi 1 nhitng loai hinh van déng co ban nhat nhung qua ngay
ngay van dong, cau cling nhan thdy moi thtr ciing tré nén muot ma hon. Co
1& cac khop ciing hoat dong thuan thuc hon nhiéu roi.

Khi tam nghi mot chat, phu nhan pha chit hong tra moi cau.

“Em d3 timg ké vé vi bac si tri liéu bang phuong phap xoa bop d6. Chi
con nhé chr?”

Phu nhédn vui vé nghe cau ké chuyén, c6 vé ddy ciing khong phai mot
cau chuyén t6i, Hoshino tham nghi.

“V1 bac s da xac nhan gium cau truong hop thuc vat nhu bé Mizuho thi
nén van dong & murc ndo 1a hop 1y phai khong. Vang, t6i van con nhd.”

“V1 bac si do, hom qua co kiém tra lai tinh trang cua Mizuho. Tuy moi
chut xfu théi nhung c6 vé nhu co bip cua con bé da sin chic hon rdi.
Nhiing chd ran xuong cling co d4u hiéu phuc hoi lai.”

“That sao a? Thé thi tot roi.”

“To1 c6 xem lich, cling mo1 duge khoang mot thang thoéi. Pung 1a, co
thé tré nho tuy€t voi that”, phu nhan nhin vé phia con gai, do1 mét nheo lai
ve man nguyén.

“Tir gio, ta s& tiép tuc rén co cho chau nd. Ca cac chd khac nira.”

“Thé thi t6i ming 1am ddy. Cam on cidu Hoshino nhiéu. Cam on cau.”

Phu nhan thang than nhin minh nhu vay khién Hoshino ngay ra.

“Khong, dau c6...” tay cau voi lay tach hong tra, con run nhe lan khap
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co thé.

Dung roi, d3 mot thang roi. ..

Thoi gian troi nhanh that, Hoshino ngam nghi.

Khoang hai thang trudc, giam ddc Harima di noi véi ciu rang c6 mot
chuyén quan trong can ban. C4u di ngac nhién thé nao khi nghe cau chuyén
mudn van dong co cho dira con gai dang ngti mé, khong con y thire nita.

Nhu thé ¢ diém bao. Cau c6 nghe ké chuyén c6 bé da tu thé duoc nho
hé théng diéu khién ho hdp nhan tao. Ngudi gidi thiéu cong nghé nay cho
giam doc Harima ciing 1a Hoshino, giam doc Harima ciing biét cau dang
nghién ctu du an ANC - k¥ thuat truyén tin hiéu than kinh nhan tao. Néu
nghi dén chuyén van dong co, hin tén cia Hoshino s& hién ra ngay.

Piéu ngac nhién nam & chd cau khong cho d6 1a chuyén vién vong.
Nguoc lai, cau con mudn 1am thir. Mot nghién ctru chua tirng c6 ngudi nao
trén thé gidi lam qua.

Cau bt tay vao lam ngay. Dau tién, cdu truyén xung dién yéu vao ting
phan trén tuy sdng, bat dau nghién ctru xem co thé Mizuho s& ¢6 phan tng
thé ndo. Theo ding thir ty, ciu bat dau ché tao ra thiét bi kich thich dién tir,
thiét bi phat tin hiéu, man hinh kiém tra séng co. Khi céac thiét bj da hoan
thanh 1a ¢ thé bit dau cong viéc rén luyén co, nhung d3 1a chuyén cua mot
thang trudec. Ké tir do, ¢t hai ngay, cau lai ghé noi nay mdt lan. Cach ra
mot ngay, dé co bap c6 thé phuc hoi.

Nhin vao tinh hinh hién tai, cdu hiéu duoc diém khé cua thir nghié¢m
nay. Chi can hoi thay dbi tin hiéu hay kich thich chéch khu vuc, co thé s&
cO nhiing van dong hoan toan khac. Cau mudn ct dong canh tay thi lai
chang dong day gi, thay vao d6 ca ngudi dung 1én, kich phan tmg 1én lung
cO bé.

Co thé con ngudi khac may moc, thoi gian di day cau diéu nay.

Hoshino hiéu rang dé c6 thé hoan toan di€u khién duoc, s€ can rat nhiéu
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ngay thang, ma khong, c6 khi 1a cd ndm thang nira.

Nhung thé ciing khong sao. Chi can nhu thé, ciu di thiy nghién ctu
nay co gia tri rdi, cau ludn thém nhé cam giac thoa man mdi ngay nay.

“A, dting roi. T6i c6 thir nay mudn cho cau Hoshino xem.”

Phu nhan chép tay vao nhau r6i dimg day, lai gan chd ti. C6 lay ra mot
bd dd tdy mau xanh thdm treo trén méc 4o.

O, Hoshino budt ra tiéng khen. “Pay 1a déng phuc a?”

Phu nhan tam tim gat dau. “Tht Hai tuan sau 1a 18 khai giang roi. Khai
giang tiéu hoc d6.”

“Vay sao. P4 tuan sau roi. Chac s& vui lam.”

Cau c6 nghe chuyén c6 bé dugc nhan vao mot truong tiéu hoc dic biét.
Chi 14 ¢ bé s& khong di hoc, gido vién s& dén nha mot vai budi trong tuan.
Mot dira tré clr mai say ngu thé sé gido duc theo kiéu gi day, cau rat to mo
nhung chang ddm mé 10 ra hoi.

“Vay nén, thtr Hai tuan sau, cau cho con bé nghi tap nhé. Mizuho khong
quen ra ngoai nén chic s& mét day,” phu nhan néi vay khi cit lai bd dong
phuc vao trong tu.

“Vay a. Em hiéu 161.”

“Nhung doi dén tan thtr Ba liéu c6 1au qua khong?” phu nhén trong co
vé tram ngam. HOm nay la tht Nam, co mudn tranh luyén tap lién tuc.
Luodn tién, Harima Text nghi thr Bay, Chu nhat.

“Vay thi, thrt Bay em qua nhé. Tuy la di lam ngay nghi, nhung em
khong thay c6 van dé gi.”

Cau néi thé, d6i may phu nhan chung xudng ngai ngan.

“Cau noi thé t6i thay cam on 1am... Nhung ciu khong c6 viéc gi sao?
Hen ho chéng han?”

M4 Hoshino tng do, cau lic dau.

“Khong sao. K€ ca co viéc, em cling s€ cO gang sap x€p.”
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Trong phu nhan nhu thé vira dugc ctru vét, ¢d 14y hai tay 6m nguc.

“Vay sao? Cau gitip t6i nhiéu qua. Cam on cau.”

“Khong co gi a.”

Hoshino dua ly tra 1én miéng. Vira thuéng thirc huong vi hong tra,
nhirng 161 vi tién boi kia dd noi, “Céu c6 nghién ctru cach gitip ngudi da
chét ndo ctr dong ciing chang gitup dugc gi cho ai dau”, va nhiing 161 phu

nhan no61 nhu xoan lai trong suy nghi.

134



CHUONG BA
Thé g161 no1 anh bao vé
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1

Quan ndy nam & Tsukishima. La mot trong nhitng quan nudng
monjayaki* trong khu nay. Mao nhom vao trong quan qua mot 6 cua kinh
dd thdy Hoshino Yuuya mic chiéc 4o phong ling tay, ngdi & ban canh
tuong. Pau hoi cti nhu thé dang lam gi d6. C6 18 dang cham chi nghich cai
dién thoai thoi.

C6 nhin dong ho, kém vai phut nita 1a 7 gid r6i. Yuuya dén sém hon so
v6i gio hen cling chang phai chuyén gi ky la. Chi co diéu, cai diéu binh
thuong d6 dém nay lai hién 1€n trong mét Mao that la.

C6 m¢ ctra ro1 budce vao trong quan, Yuuya ngang dau 1€n, gat dau voi

“Anh doi 1au chuwa?” C6 vira hoi vira ngdi xudng ghé ddi dién.

“Khéng, ciing vira dén thoi.”

Co nhan vién mang khin lanh dén. C6 ay ciing hoi hai ngudi goi do
ubng gi nén ho da chon goi hai bia twoi, nhim véi chut dau nanh.

“Hém nay nong that diy.”

Yuuya gat dau dong tinh v6i Mao. “Hinh nhu ciing phai gan 30 d6. Pa
ntra cudi thang chin ma con néng thé.”

“Ctr nong thé nay, hay ta di chd nao mat mé du lich di?”

Yuuya cuoi nhat, “U, néu co thoi gian.”

Y cau la gio khong c6 thoi gian cho chuyén doé.

Bia d3 1én, hai nguoi can ly du cling chang c6 gi goi 1a 4n mimg. R6i ho
goi mon monja kim chi thit lon. Bén trén rac mi baby star nhu moi khi.

Ciing phai tron mot thang rdi ca hai méi duge gip nhau. Ly do chinh 1a
vi lich cta ca hai khong trung. Phia Mao thi con cé thé linh hoat duoc
nhung van khong thé gip ndi do Yuuya khong c6 thoi gian.

“Coéng viéc ctia anh van ban ron vay nhi?”

Nghe Mao néi, Yuuya chi biét nhtn vai cuoi trir.
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“Biét 1am sao. Nghién ctru chua ting c6 tién 1& ma. C6 bao nhiéu thoi
gian ciing chang du noi.”

“Nghi ciing phai, anh cling ching méy khi dién cho em, ciing chang
nhian tin gi ca.”

“Em khong can dé ¥ nhiéu may viéc d6. Néu c6 chuyén gi, cr goi anh
la duoc.”

Um, tuy gat dau voi cau, Mao ciing khong thé x6a di cam giac bat man.
Nguoi yéu cua nhau, chang 18 khong ¢ viée gi thi khong duoc lién lac véi
nhau hay sao.

Nguyén li¢u cho mén monjayaki da dugc mang 1én. Cong viéc nudng
nay ludn 13 cia Yuuya. Cau tron bat nguyén liéu 1én r6i trai ra ban nudng,
dung hai cai phdi tron loai 16n, bam nguyén li¢u that nho. Dong tac cuc ky
thuan thuc. Lan dau tién nhin théy, o da rat ngac nhién.

Cong vi¢c lam thém thot dai hoc cua anh ma - cau da cuoi sang khoai
va noi thé day.

Bay gid ciing nhu khi ay, Yuuya ché bién khong mot bude thira, nudng
thanh moén monjayaki ngon lanh. Van guong mit d6, nhung c6 gi d6 khac,
Mao cam thay diéu d6. Yuuya dang hién hitu ¢ day khong con 13 Yuuya cta
ngay do.

“Nao, xong roi,” rac thém mén mi baby star 1én trén, Yuuya noi.

Mao léy mot cai thia det loai nhé goi 1a hagashi* ra xan mot miéng cho
vao miéng, “Ngon qua,” ¢ cam than. “Biét ngay ma, mon monja Yuuya
lam 1 s6 mot.”

“Em khong can phai khen anh, liic nao chang 14 anh nuéng chi.”

Vira 4n monjayaki vira udng bia tuoi, hai nguoi néi v6i nhau rat nhiéu
chuyén. Nhung toan 1a do Mao khoi ra ca. Chuyén coéng viéc, nhitng mdi lo
cua hdi ban be, xu hudéng thoi trang gén day, gidi showbiz. Puong nhién,

Yuuya chang t6 ra chan chuyén gi ca. Cau van nghiém tuc dap chuyén co.
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Co ¢co ké chuyén thét bai, cau cling s€ cuo1 nhu ¢6 mong doi.

Nhung, cdu lai chang ké cho ¢6 bat ctr chuyén gi. Khac han ngay trude.
Cau ting ké cho c6 kha nhiéu chuyén. Nhat 1a khi nhic dén chuyén cong
viéc, vé mit ciu rat rang r0. Tuy toan 1a nhiing van dé phtrc tap Mao khong
hiéu ndi nhung chi can cdu mé mi¢ng ra néi chuyén la dugc, chuyén cau
dam mé nghién ctru dén thé nao, dau phai chi mot hay hai lan cu thé hién
cho c6 thay dau.

Lan dau c6 gip Yuuya ciling vay.

Co tinh co gdp gd v6i Yuuya trong budi khai trrong nha hang ctia mot
nguoi quen chung. Trong bira tiéc nho gom nhimg ngudi than thiét véi chi
quan, tinh co thé ndo Mao lai ngdi chung ban véi Yuuya.

Guong mit gy, duong nét cling kha. Tuy anh chang khong hao htng
tham gia vao cau chuyén lim nhung c6 khong c6 an twong nguoi ndy té
nhat chit nao. C6 nghi c6 1€ anh ta thudc loai thich nghe ngudi khac noi
chuyén.

Theo dong cau chuyén, ciing dén lac Mao c6 co hoi ké vé nghé nghiép
cua minh. Khi ¢6 néi minh Iam trg 1y tai mot bénh vién thu y, cling c6 khi
phai tham gia vao mot sé ca phau thuat, Yuuya 1a nguoi ling nghe chim
chu nhat.

“Co c6 tham gia vao ca phau thuat nao cho thu nudi bi ton thuong cot
song chua?” Py 1a cau hoi chu dong dau tién tir cdu d6i voi Mao.

Khi Mao tra 10i 6, ca ngudi cdu ta chom vé phia trude, quing téi tap
cau hoi vé phia c6 nhu loai dong vat nao vay, mic do tén thuong ra sao, noi
dung ca phau thuat nhu thé nao. Tuy ban than Mao khong thy c6 diéu gi
kho chiu nhung nhiing vi khach & chung quanh cé vé choang vang lam.
Duong nhu Yuuya ciing dé y thay diéu nay, “Xin 15i anh chi,” cau néi voi
vé ngai ngung roi tiép.

“Em dang nghién ctru phat trién may hd trg cho nhiing ngudi bi tén
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thuong cot séng nén moi thé.”

Vira nghe nhirng 161 d6, Mao da c6 thién cam véi anh chang nay.

Khong phai chi vi lam mot cong viéc rat tuyét voi thoi dau, riéng viéc
anh ta luén nghi dén cong viéc ctia minh, lic ndo dng-ten ciing sin sang
ndm bat moi go1 y nho nhét, khién nguoi ta cdm nhan dugc sy thanh that.
C6 cho rang anh ta c6 thé thau hiéu duoc ndi dau trong trai tim ngudi khac.

Mao ké ring c6 c6 tham gia mot budi phau thuat mot cha cho bi tai nan
dan dén t6n thuong cot séng. Chi chd d6 dd khong thé ctr dong dugc chi
sau nita nhung sau khi duoc grfm véi mot cai xe 1an cai tién theo dang van
truot 1én nira thin sau, né c6 thé di chuyén chi bang chi trudc. Yuuya chim
chu nghe c6 ké chuyén, nira chirng con 16i ca sb ra ghi chép lai. Ngay 4y,
cdu tao ra an tuong hoi khac ngudi nhung Mao lai thdy hay ho. Hai nguoi
trd chuyén cuing nhau rat vui vé.

Luc nao doé lai gap nhau nh¢, Yuuya da noi véi ¢6 nhu vay. Thé 1a, hai
ngudi trao doi thong tin lién lac véi nhau.

“Chéc anh c6 ngudi yéu 16i?” Mao d3 ging hoi cau nay.

Yuuya cudi lic dau. “Tbdi chua c6. Con cd6 Kawashima thi sao?”

“Em gio cling con tu do.”

“Vay sao. Thé thi tét qua,” cau ndi thé rdi cudi toe.

Sau vai 1an hen ho, hai nguoi cir xuoi theo ty nhién ma thanh mat cap.
Hai bén déu ban ron nén thuong cting chi gdp mat nhau dugc do doi, ba lan
modi thang. Ho ctr duy tri quan hé nhu thé dén hon hai nam lién.

Mao ciing sip stra ba muoi roi. B6 me ¢ nha ciing thuong xuyén lién
lac, hoi han xem da gdp duogc doi tuong tdt nao chua? Co ctr ndi dbi 1a
chéng c6 ai nhu vay ca. Chi can ¢b 15 miéng ké vé Yuuya, thé nao bd me co6
cling doi gap mat, c6 khi con doi dua vé nha. Qué c6 & Gunma*, co thé di
vé trong ngay ma.

Khong phai ¢6 khong mudn dé Yuuya gip gia dinh. Nguogc lai, co da
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ludn cho doi co hoi nhu thé. Nhung co thay ban than khong nén dua ra dé
nghi kiéu ndy. Cau chua timg noi gi dén chuyén cudi hoi. Hoi cau chuyén
gip bd me c6 khac nao di cdu hon ngudi ta chr. Chua ké, ban than cb ciing
chua muén gap rat két hon lam gi.

Chi 13, gan day, c6 bat dau c6 cam gidc hoang mang chang rd moi
chuyén roi sé ra sao. Piéu nay khong lién quan gi téi tudi tac. Co thay bat
an do thai d6 Yuuya d3 c6 nhiéu d6i khac.

C6 bat dau cam nhan thay su thay doi ndy vao khoang nira nim trudc.
Khoang thang Ba. C6 giri tin nhan, cdu cling mai chang phan hoi. Pa thé,
lai chang bao gior thém dén tim ¢6. Co6 ¢6 mai cau di choi, cdu ciing kiém 1y
do tlr chdi.

C6 hiéu rd nguyén nhan tric tiép. Cong viée ngdy cang ban ron. Chua
ké, cong viéc do giam ddc yéu cau truc tiép, cling chi c6 minh Yuuya lam
duge. C6 hiéu cau mudn cb géng hét strc dé dap lai su trong doi kia. Thanh
thir, giai doan dau co cling khong quan tdm lam. C6 chi lo ciu ct ¢b ging
qua roi huy hoai strc khoe ma thoi.

Nhung 101, khong chi 1a ban ron nita, Mao ¢6 cam gidc cam xuc cua cau
danh cho c¢6 cling ngdy cang nhat dan. Co nhéan thiy nhd mot diém, Yuuya
cling khong con néi gi vé minh nita. Nhét 13 chuyén cong viée. Ngay trudc,
chi can ¢ hoi nhat dinh cau sé& ké. Nhung gio thi khac roi.

“Nay, ndy, con tinh tinh d6, gio' sao r6i?” Vira xtic thia hagashi an mén
monja nhan phd mai, banh gidy va trimg ca 6t, Mao vira vui miéng hoi.

“Oliver ha?”

“Pung, dung, nhoc Oliver ay. Ptra oat bi ton thuong cot séng, tay chan
khong cir dong dugc nita 4y. Nhung Yuuya da ché tao ra mot ¢ méy giup
n6 cir dong duogc canh tay con gi. Gio di co tién trién gi chua?”

Lan dau c6 nghe ké vé chuyén nay di 1a khoang mot ndm trude rdi.

Anh mit Yuuya lap lanh, to ra rat hao himg.
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Nhung Yuuya ctia dém nay khong con cho ¢b thdy nhitng nét mat nhu
ngay do nira.

“Vuy do da giao cho mdt tién bdi phu trach roi, gio anh cling khong nam
rd 1im. Nhung c6 vé ciing chang kha quan hon 13 bao,” cau lic dau véi mot
vé mat lanh tanh.

“Vay u? Em da nghi nghién ctru d6 tuyét voi 1a thé.”

“Cam on em.”

“Dot trudce, bénh vién bén em cd nhan vé mot bé meo bi anh hudng cua
chtng nhdi mau ndo nén nira than dudi khéng con co thé cir dong bén nhay
nhu trude nira. Em da nghi néu c6 ¢d may do chac sé ctru chita duoc cho nd
co.”

“Chang rd nira. Piéu quan trong 13 nio bd s& dua ra nhimg tin hiéu thé
nao théi. Bi nhoi mau ndo nén khong thé ctr dong duoc nita co nghia 1a ban
than nhitng tin hiéu d6 khong duogc phét ra tot nhu trude nira.”

Yuuya ngirng ban tay véi 14y mén monjayaki.

“Ta ding noi dén chuyén cong viéc nira di. Lau lim méi hen véi nhau
dugc mot budi ma.”

“A, em xin 16i. Pung roi. Thé thi anh khong thé thu gidn dugc. Nhung
ngady trudc anh ciing hay ké chuyén cong viéc cho em nghe ma...” Co
ngudc 1én nhin cau.

“Tinh hinh gid khac xua ri.”

“Khac sao co?”

“Khéc sao u...?” Yuuya dit cai thia hagashi 1én dia, thang lung 1én nhin
thang vao Mao. “C6 1& anh chua néi voi em. Pay 13 mot cong viée co tinh
bao mat cao. Thong tin chi tiét ngoai giam dbc ra, khong ai dugc biét. Vay
nén, mong Mao hiéu gium anh.”

“Em ciing c6 nghe rdi, nhung mot chit thoi ciing khong duoc sao?”

“Anh d3 duoc din khong duoc cung cap thong tin cho ca ngudi trong
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gia dinh.”

“Vay a... Em hiéu roi,” Mao rii dau xuéng. Co ¢6 cam giac Yuuya dang
gian tiép noéi v6i minh, em 13 mot ngudi o6 quan hé xa cach con thua ca gia
dinh anh kia.

Tuy cam xuc da chung xuéng lim roi, nhung c¢d cb gang gitt vé tuoi vui
khong thé hién ndi budn ra nét mat. Vay la, Mao lai 1a nguodi goi chuyén,
cling 14 ¢6 cb gang duy tri ciu chuyén. Nhung mot goc nao d6 trong thim
tdm, c¢6 cam giac moi thir dd doi khac rat nhiéu. Khong phai chi vi nghién
ctru mat nén khong thé néi ra. Ciing c6 thé 1a nhu thé, nhung cd cam giac
c6 diéu gi d6 khac nira. C6 thé néi, thir d6 dbi v6i Yuuya 1a mot thé gidi cau
mudn bao vé. Noi do, anh khong cho ké khac xAm nhép vao - ¢ ¢6 thé cam
thay diéu do.

Luc roi khoi ctra hang ciing dd gan 9 gid. Mao cam giac minh di doc
thoai sudt hai tiéng dong hd. C6 in ciing kha nhiéu nhung c6 ciing chiang
con nhé dén gitra bira minh da goi thém mon gi nira.

“No qua,” Mao vtra dao budc vira noi.

“Um, 1au ldm méi dugc an thé nay.”

“Gid tinh sao day? Pi Monnaka* chtr. Vao quan bar minh van thudng
di di.”

O Monzennakachou c6 quéan bar quen cua hai nguoi.

Nhung Yuuya dimng lai ngd dong hd deo tay, gwong mit cau trong co vé
kho khan rdi ldc dau.

“Khéng, toi nay ta vé thoi. T gio dén sang mai, anh c6 viéc mudn
lam.”

Mao dung khung lai, mét mo to.
“0, gi thé. Lai 1a cong viéc sa0?”
“Um... xin 16i em nhé.”

That sy anh dang 1am loai cong viéc gi, cdO mudn hoi vay ma nghen 101.
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“Lau 1dm ta méi gdp dugc nhau vay ma.”

Vai khodc tai chéo, Yuuya chip tay lai voi nhau.

“Thanh thét xin 161 em nhé. Luc nao d6 anh s& dén cho em. Hay thong
cam cho anh.”

“Puoc roi. Em goi taxi vé ngay ciing dugc. Cling chua mudn 1am.”

“Vay, ta cung nhau di dén chd nao bat dugc taxi nhé.”

Hai nguoi vira dom bude tiép, da thdy mot cai taxi dé bién tréng khach
tién tGi. Sao ma cai taxi méc dich lai dén nhanh duoc thé nay, Mao ndi cau.
C6 con ¢6 chuyén mudn néi véi cau co ma.

Yuuya gio tay vay xe taxi, “Mao, em 1én di.”

“Yuuya di trude di. Em di hudng nguoc lai ma, nén s€ qua mé bén kia
don xe”.

Con duong hai nguoi dang dimg 1a duong nguge chiéu.

Yuuya ciing chang khach séo gi, gat dau dong ¥ ngay.

“Hiéu rdi. Anh s& goi em sau. Nga ngon nhé.”

“Chuc anh ngu ngon.”

Nhin theo bong chiéc taxi Yuuya ngdi 1én di xa dan, Mao lai budc di.
Nhiing suy nghi khong thé nao dut cir xodn xit trong long co.

Khi ¢6 di dén nga tu tiép theo, co lai thdy mot chiée taxi tréng tir dang
trude chay lai.

Néu 1én chiéc xe d6, co s& di ngugc chiéu nhung mdt ¥ nghi chot nay ra
trong dau cd. Mao xoay nguoi lai, chiée taxi Yuuya dang ngoi hién van con
doi dén do. Nhin thay thé, c6 quyét tim rdi. C6 vay chiée taxi kia.

Chiéc taxi dung lai, cra sau m& ra. Mao leo vao xe, “Hay theo diu
chiéc taxi kia gitm chau,” ¢o chi dang trudc.

“Theo dau? N¢ s& di dau?” Nguoi tai xé toc bac hoi ¢ voi vé nghi ngo.

“Chau khong rd. Thé nén chau méi nho cha bam theo chi.”

“Ho,” giong ngudi lai xe ¢ vé phat y. “Téi khong thich lam may trd
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nay dau nhé.”

“Xin cht day. A, cha khong nhanh thi mét dau gio.”

Chiéc taxi cia Yuuya da di tiép mat rdi.

“That 13,” nguoi tai xé vira noi vira bat dau khoi dong may. “Dé ngudi
ta phat hién ciing khong hay dau. Kho that ddy. Néu c6 1am mat dau thi co
tha thir cho t61 nhé.”

“Khoéng sao dau chi. Xin 18i, da ép cha phai 1am thé nay.”

“Co khong phai canh sat d6 chir? Néu nguoi trong xe kia 13 tay nao ghé
gém 1am, ho ma nhan ra roi ép udng gi c¢d thi xin 18i nhé.”

“Khong sao dau. Nguoi ta cling 1a ngudi binh thuong théi,” c6 thém
vao. “Ban trai chau.”

“Ban trai? Theo ddu ban trai u? Ai cha...” Ngudi tai xé gat gii nhu thé
d3 ngo ra dicu gi. “C6 khi nao co nghi ngd cau ta ngoai tinh. C6 cho rang
gid cau ta s& dén chd nguoi dan ba khac?”

“Da, ma... dai khai la thé a.”

“Vay a, biét ngay. Dung 1a thing ban trai mat day. Néu vay, toi s& cb
giap ¢d,” bac tai cling da c6 chit nhiét tinh hon. Cé 1€ bi kich thich baéi sy
to mo.

Nghi ngo ngoai tinh u - ¢6 phai 13 thé khong nhi? Chi 14, day chinh 1a
diéu gﬁn nhét v4i tm 1y ciia Mao hién tai.

Cau co6 ban cong viéec dén may, ciing chang bao gid vé sém dén thé.
Truée kia, cling ¢ giai doan rat ban ron, c6 thoi gian ngi 1a tét réi nhung
cau van di cung véi ¢6 t6i luc dém muon.

Cu nghi nhu vay. C0 lai co6 cam giac cau s¢€ dén mot chd nao dé. Noi do
c6 diéu da lam trai tim Yuuya thay doi, c6 phai d6 chinh 13 thé gidi cau
dang bao vé khong?

D3 gan t6i khu thap Tokyo. Mao c¢6 thé phan nao xac nhan duoc truc

giac cua minh rd6i. Cung duong nay hoan toan khac véi duong vé nha
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Yuuya.

“Khong rd cau ta dinh di té1 dau. Co6 1€ 1a Ebisu hay Meguro chang...”
Bac tai 1am bam.

Bac tai xe cdu van chwa nhdn thiy gi. Xe ¢ van ci thi thoang ludn lach
qua may xe gan d6, dé bam theo chiéc taxi ctia Yuuya. May ma dudng phd
cling chang tic may.

“Quy khach nay, tim ra 6 ngoai tinh cua cu ban trai roi, c6 tinh 1am
gi?” Bac tai hoi vo1 vé hing tha ra mat. “Dinh pha u?”

“... Chau cling chua r0.”

“C6 lam gi 1a tu do ctia cd, nhung hiy giir cho minh mot cai dau tinh
tao. Néu c6 chuyén gi, d6i bén déu phai chiu hau qua ca.”

“Cam on cht,” c6 dap loi trong khi con chéng hiéu tai sao minh lai can
cam on.

Tim ra r6i s& tinh sao? C6 con chua nghi dén. Nén lam gi day?

D0t nhién, trai tim c6 dap ron 1én. M5 hoi taa ra dﬁy tay. Ban than minh
mudn 1am gi day? Néu moi ra duogc bi mat ctia ciu rdi, co s& lam gi?

“Co vé sép dén diém cubi roi déy,” bac tai noi vay, tbc do cling cham
dan.

Gid c6 méi dé ¥ xe dd vao khu dan cu. Puong khong rong rai 1am. Néu
toc do tai xé giam xudng, tiép can gan qua that khong on. Theo bién bao,
day 1a khu Hiroo roi.

“Biét ngay. C6 vé da dirng lai roi day.”

Tiéng dong co cia chiéc taxi dang trudc da nho dan.

“Théi, ta cir di qua nhé. Néu dimg lai & day thi dang nghi qua.”

“Vang,” ¢6 dap 10i, Mao nip minh that siu vao 16p dém. Pé Yuuya
nhin thay thi khong on.

Sau khi di 10ng vong, bac taxi ding lai. Mao bat ddy tir didng sau. Yuuya

da xuodng khoi taxi, dirng trudéc mot toa nha. Co vé cau chang dé y gi dén
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dang nay.

Thé 161, ciu bude vao trong can biét thy do.

“Co vé 1a can nha d6 roi”, bac tai ndi, “tuy chi ludt qua théi nhung cin
nha kha 13 bé thé day. Tinh nhin cua ciu ta ¢ trong mot cin nha nhu thé
sao?”’

Cha, luc lac dau roi Mao ldy vi ra. C6 nhin mic tién roi rat ra vai to
1.000 yén.

“Chao, ¢ 1én nhé. Tuy t6i n6i may lan rdi nhung hdy c6 gilt cho minh
cai dau lanh nhé,” vira tra lai tién thira, bac tai vira néi. Mot ong bac c6
guong mat hién.

Roi khoi taxi, ¢6 cham rdi lai gin cin nha. Néu Yuuya budc ra khoi dé
thi s€ ra sao? C6 khong thé giai thich dugc v61 cau ly do tai sao minh lai &
noi nay.

Cudi cung, co cling di dung trude cin nha d6. Pung nhu bac tai noi,
mot can nha bé thé. Bén kia canh cong sat trang tri cau ky 1a mot con
duong dai.

Mt c6 cham phai bién tén, Mao hit vao mot hoi. D6 1a cai tén Harima.
Co biét day 1a ho cta giam doc Harima Text. Yuuya dén day dung 1a vi Iy
do cong viéc sao? Cong viéc do giam dbc truc tiép giao phd nén sé tién
hanh tai nha riéng ciia giam déc u? Vay thi, khong chi dém nay, may lan
cau 16 hen véi ¢6 déu do phai di gap giam déc sao?

Can nha phong cach Au & cubi 16i di kia, bao boc bai mot vudn cay coi,
tao cam giac huyén twong. Co chot nhan ra chic 13 vi phan 10n céc 6 cira s6
déu khong thip dén. Gio ndy, nguoi trong nha chua thé di ngii duoc. Con
c6 Yuuya lam khach co ma. Nhiing ngudi trong ngdi nha nay dang lam gi
thé nhi.

Co chot thay, anh dén phat ra tir mot 6 cira sd noi tang mot, cin phong

& ngay gan hang hién.
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Mao nghi hodc nhin 6 cira s6 d6. C6 c¢6 cam giac noi d6 co thé gidi
Yuuya muébn bao vé.

2

Trude khi théao giay chd hién nha, Hoshino cai chao phu nhan mdt lan
nita. “Em that xin 15i vi ¢ dén muon thé nay.” Phu nhan mim cudi, xua tay.

“Khoéng sao dau. Cau Hoshino khéng sao chr? Khéng phai 1a di uéng
cung cong ty sao? Cau ctr thoai mai vui choi thém chut nira cling dugc ma.
Ta c6 thé tap luyén vao ngdy mai.”

“Khoéng dugc, néu nghi thém hom nay nita thi thanh ra trong ba budi
mat roi. Ma ngudi em c6 mui ruou khong a? Em d3 ¢6 tranh khong udng
nhiéu roi.”

“Khong sao dau. T61 mang cho cau it nudc nhé?”

“Da, khong can dau.”

“Em xin phép 1am phién nhé”, Hoshino thdo giay, xo6 chan vao d6i dép
di trong nha phu nhan di xép sin ra cho minh.

“HOm nay ba dau vay chi?”

Phu nhan cudi, chi 1én trén tang.

“Sau khi ru con trai t6i ngu, ba ciing di ngu réi. Hom nay truong mam
non c6 chuyén di ngoai, ba phai theo chau nén chic ciing mét moi roi.”

“Ra vay. Thé thi ciing vat va that.”

“Vang, cham Mizuho c6 khi lai nhe nhang hon,” phu nhan noi thé, khé
nhan miii.

Van nhu moi khi, phu nhan kéo canh cira ngay bén canh, “Moi cau.”

Sau khi c6 10i chao, Hoshino budc vao trong phong. Cau cam thay co
mui huong liéu thom thoang thoang. Bat dau tir hoi hé nay. Phu nhén bao,
dé ban than ngt ngon giac hon. Co 18 ¢6 cling nga ludn & day.

Mizuho nam trén givong. Co6 bé mac ao thé duc tréng, quﬁn thé duc

mau xanh dam, di tat tring. Phu nhan da khang khang rang phai mic dong
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phuc thé duc kiéu nay nhiing luc tap tir hoi thang Nam. Anh hudng tir
chuyén Mizuho nhép hoc tiéu hoc chang, Hoshino tham nhén dinh nhu vay.

“Mic kiéu nay nhung nhiét d6 cta con bé ciing khong giam 1a may dau.
Bac si ¢ bénh vién ciling ngac nhién 1am day.”

Phu nhan vui vé nhu vay cling 1a duong nhién. Thuong s€ khong cé
chuyén nhu thé nay dién ra véi nhimg ngudi bi chét ndo, hay moi co ning
cua ndo da ngung hoat dong. Tuy cac bac si khong noi ra, nhung trong long
chic ciing tham cho rang mot phan nao d6 ciia ndo bd Mizuho van con hoat
dong.

Hoshino ng(‘A)i Xuéng trudc may van hanh, cam dién tung cai mot. RAi,
ciu ldy may tinh ra khoi cai tti mang bén nguoi, két ndi véi may van hanh,
lién két v6i mot loat chuong trinh. Cai dit cac chuong trinh nay ton rat
nhiéu thoi gian, ciu phai dén day tir chiéu khong thi khong xong duge. Lic
cau cai xong thi ciing dd qua 6 gid, gan dén gio hen véi Mao.

Sau khi lip dit xong moi thtr, cdu quay lai néi v6i phu nhéan, “Chi da
gan thiét bi roi phai khong?”

“Vang, t0i dd gan ca roi.”

Hoshino gat dau, ngam nhin ¢6 bé Mizuho.

C6 bé nay da bi tuyén bd 1a roi vao tinh trang chét ndo khoang mot nim
trude day. Van con gilt dugc vé mat tuoi tinh, ho hép kéo dai dugc dén gio
nay qua that ciing can phai manh mé 1am. Da dé sin chéc, qua 16p 4o quan
cling c6 thé thay duoc van co bap tay, bap chan. Nhu thé ngay bay gid cd
bé s& mo mat, ngap mot cai that dai, réi dudi tay dudi chan vay.

Néu mé mit duge, chic cling chang can phai tiép dinh dudng dau. Boi
nira nam nay, that ngac nhién 1a thé trang cua cd bé van khong c6 gi thay
doi to 16n.

Mot vai chd trén bép tay c6 bé c6 gan dién cuc.

“Vay thi ta bat diu van dong tay nhé. Pau tién, cac dong tac ty do,”
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Hoshino bat dau ludt tay trén ban phim may chu.

Trong khi hai nguoi quan sat, tay Mizuho cham rai gap lai. Gap tay ap
dén sat ngyc thi dudi thang ra. Tay hudng thing ra khoang khong. Khi canh
tay dudi ra thé, cui cho lai mot 1an nira gap lai, quay vé vi tri ban dau. Lip
di lap lai dén khoang nam 1an nhu thé.

Hoshino gat gu, cau nhin phu nhan. “Hoan hao.”

“Van dong han hoi rdi ddy.”

“Nhu nhin 1am vay. Bay gio ap dit stc ning. Nho chi nhé.”

“Puoc,” phu nhan dap roi dung vé phia Mizuho. “Chuan bi, ok.”

“Bit dau nao,” Hoshino noi vay roi lai bat dau thao tac. Canh tay
Mizuho bat dau ctr dong. Pau tién 1a cui chd gap lai, rdi v6i cling mot mire
d6, nim ddm vung thang ra.

Pung lac d6, phu nhan chin nam tay ctia Mizuho. Chi iy ngin canh tay
Mizuho vung ra. Hoshino nhin man hinh dién co. Céu thy duoc phan canh
tay ctia Mizuho dang phai chiu ba phan luc 16n.

Sau khi tién hanh dong tac d6 sau lan, ho ngung lai. Khong thé lam
Mizuho mét dugc. Néu khong theo déi man hinh do luc co ma dé c6 bé van
dong qua strc, co bap sé bi dau nhtc.

“Ta nghi thoi nao. Co bé da van dong nhu nguoi thuong luyén co tay
roi.”

“Vay, chi pha cho cau cbc tra nhé,” phu nhan roi khoi giuvong. Nhung
khi dang di ra phia ctra, cd chgt ngimg chan nhin ban tay minh.

“Co chuyén gi vy a?” Hoshino 1én tiéng hoi.

Phu nhan ngang dau Ién. P6i mat d6 do hoe.

“Con bé khoe that déy. Tuy chi nhe nhang chan lai thoi nhung chi c6
cam giac nd c6 thé don gian hat tay chi ra nhu vay. Pa dén ngay Mizuho c6
thé lam dugc diéu nay rdi...” sau khi hing giong, ¢o hit vao thé ra nhu lay

lai hoi. “Xin 16i nhé, d¢é chi pha tra cho cdu,” c¢d ndi thé roi bude ra khoi
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phong.

Hoshino quay lai nhin Mizuho. Guong mat c¢6 bé c¢6 chut d6 hon so voi
lac ndy. Van dong khién khi huyét luu thong hon chang. Vi mot ngudi nio
bd dd hoan toan ngimg hoat dong, han s& khong xay ra dugc chuyén nay.

Hin 1a ndo bd cia Mizuho c6 diu hiéu phuc hoi chang? Hay la, ban
than bd ndo d6 van ludn cod ph?m con séng, hay la mot sy thuc tinh nao
ching? Ngoai ra, c6 mot diéu khién cau phai suy nghi. C6 kha ning 1 do
kich thich ctia ANC di kich hoat tiiy séng ctia ¢6 bé. Kha ning thich nghi
ctia co thé con nguoi von con rat nhiéu bi an. Néu 1a mét cot séng hoat
dong binh thudng, ¢6 thé né van c6 kha ning thich nghi.

Nhung v6i Yuuya ma ndi, diy khong phai 1a diéu gi quan trong lam.
Piéu quan trong véi anh 13, nho vao cong nghé cua minh, du chi 1a biéu
hién bén ngoai di nira thi co thé cua Mizuho dang tré nén khoe manh, va su
that 12 phu nhan d3 vui mimg dén roi nudc mat.

Hién tai, thoi gian trai qua trong cin phong nay 1a tim diém trong doi
song sinh hoat ctia Hoshino. Giam d6¢ Harima di cho phép cau duoc lam
viéc chinh tai day. Hoshino thuc su bi thu hiat béi nhitng thuc nghiém cho
thay kha ning kich thich cua tir tinh 1én cot séng c6 thé tao ra nhiing ctr
dong dén mirc nao.

Nhung 1y do cau mubn & trong cin phong nay trong moi khoang thoi
gian cho phép lai khong chi c6 thé.

M&i 1an Mizuho cho théy mot cir dong méi, moi 1an c6 bé lam ra duogc
mot dong tac ma trudc nay chua ting c6, phu nhan lai mimg dén (ra nuée
mat, lai n6i nhitng 151 cam ta ddi véi Hoshino. Nhing 10i ctia ¢6 khi d6 that
am ap, nhu thé ¢6 tin cau 1a vi ctru tinh d6i véi con gai co.

Pé dap lai nhitng tinh cam d6, Hoshino lai lao dau vao nhimg van dé
tiép theo. Cdu mudn phu nhin ning nghia véi minh, mudn c6 cam dong

dén tuén nudc mat nhiéu hon nita. Dang vé hanh phuc cua c¢6 la nguon
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dong luc cua cau.

Puong nhién, Hoshino cling nhan ra day 1a moét loai tinh yéu. That su,
1an dau tién duge moi vé can nha ndy, gidi thiéu voi phu nhan, cau di bi co
thu hat. Cam xuac khi d6 con mo ho 1am, nhung sau mdi 1an dén noi day, no
ngay mot thanh hinh trong cau.

Cau hiéu rang minh khéng duoc phép dé 16 nd ra. Ngudi ta di co
chong. Chong ¢ 4y lai 1a cip trén caa Hoshino, ngudi di tao co hoi cho
cau nam bat duoc moi thir trong hién tai. Mot khi cau phéan boi lai, moi thur
s& mat trang. Tuy vo chong ho da ly than, nhung van 1a diéu khong thé tha
tho duoc.

C6 diéu, Hoshino thiy hién tai d3 qua du dé hai long rdi. Cau ciing
khong dam nghi minh sé& trd thanh thtr gi d6 ddi véi phu nhan. C6 thé cing
¢ chim lo cho Mizuho, ctng chia sé niém vui véi 6, thé da 1a tot 1im roi.

Chot théy c6 tin nhin dén chiéc dién thoai, cAu xem thr thi dang 1a tu
Mao. Tuy c6 chiit bbi rdi, cdu van md ra xem thir. “Anh chac van dang lam
viéc ha? Ban ron nhu thé ma van ging gip em, cam on nhé. Pung cb qua.
Chuc anh ngu ngon.”

Hoshino ngdm nghi mdt chat roi nhan tin dap lai. “Cam on em di lo
lang cho anh. Ngii ngon nhé.”

Cau ngat ngudn dién thoai, thd dai mot hoi.

Cau da hen ho vé1 Kawashima Mao dugce khoang hai ndm roi. Trong )
nhitng nguoi phu nit timg hen ho, ¢6 dy 1a nguoi hop voi cdu nhat. Nhan
cach t6t, ddu oc ciing khong hé kém coi. Luc ndo ciu ciing cam thiy vui vé
khi nghe c6 ké nhirng chuyén x4y ra vo1 cong viéc trg ly tai bénh vién thu
y.

Pung 1a chang thé ché Mao & diém nao. Mot ¢d gai rat tot. Ngudi dan
ong nao lay duoc c¢o Ay han s& rat hanh phuc.

Pén tan gén day, Hoshino van dinh ninh ké d6 c6 thé 1a minh. Ké tr khi
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vao cong ty, cau ludn dit cong viée 1én hang dau nhung khong hé co suy
nghi khéng 1ap gia dinh ciing dugc. Cau da tuong twong dén thoi diém nao
d6, minh s& két hon, sinh con dé cai. Cau con nghi Mao s& 1a d6i tuong
thich hop ctua minh.

Cau chua ting noi ¥ dinh d6 véi Mao, vi ching c¢6 co hoi. Hoshino
cling chang ¢6 1y do gi dé voi két hon, ban than Mao ciing chang t6 vé gi
non nong. Cau di don gian nghi, dén khi mot trong hai bén can phai dé cap
dén van dé nay thi tinh tiép thoi.

Thé nhung, moi thir lai tién trién theo mot chiéu hudong cau chua ting
ngd téi. Cudc gip g& v6i phu nhan Harima va Mizuho di x6a trang tim ban
d6 twong lai Hoshino timg mo dén.

Bay gid, cdu ciing ching ghét bé gi Mao. Cau van co thé ké ra bao
nhiéu diém quyén rii cia co. Chi 13, cau khong con co thé tuong tuwong
dugc hinh anh cua minh trong viéc xay dung gia dinh vo1 ¢6 nira.

Ciing boi vi uu tién hang dau ctia Hoshino bay gio chinh 1a khoang thoi
gian trong can phong ndy. Nén két hon hay c6 gia dinh vao luc nay la
chuyén khong thé.

Hon nita, ngudi phy nit cdu yéu thuong nhat thé gian lai chang con 1a
Mao.

Cau cam thiy c6 16i. Cam thay minh d4 ich ky. Nhung ciu chang thé
doi trai tim minh.

Vay nén, that su la cau phai nhanh chong dat khoat voi Mao. Bém nay
cling thé, cdu d3 nghi bao 1an chuyén d6. Nhung rét cudc, ciu lai ching thé
no6i ra. Ciing mot phan 1a do ciu chang du diing khi, cdu ciing chang co tu
tin dé noi rd rang khi ¢6 doi hoi mot 1y do. Boi cdu mudn tranh ndi vé ngodi
nha nay.

V& Mizuho hay vé phu nhan? Cau ciing ching rd tai sao nira.

Cau co thé noi 1a da yéu nguot khac nhung néu bi hoi don 1a yéu nguoi
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& dau, 1a nguoi nhu thé nao, cau chang thé tng phé noi. Binh thudng, ciu
von khong giodi noi doi.

Gan day, cdu co suy nghi co khi ndo Mao s& budng 16 chia tay trude.
Co 4y 1a ngudi théng minh. Han 13 phai nhan ra Hoshino dang c6 van dé.

Trong khi con dang nghi vé chuyén do, ciu nghe thay tiéng gd cira.
“Cau mé gium t61 duge chu?”

Hoshino dung day, cau mo ctra ra. Phu nhan budc vao, hai tay con ban
bung khay tra. Bén trén dé sin hai tach tra va dia banh quy.

“A, cai nay, chi lai nuéng nira a?”

Nghe ciu hoi ciia Hoshino, phu nhan cudi gat dau.

“HOom trude, cdu Hoshino c¢6 khen ngon con gi. Vay nén, hom qua,
tranh thu ltc me t6i chdm Mizuho, t6i dd lam diy.”

“Vay sao? Vay thi em phai thuong thirc thoi.” Hoshino nhén 1ay miéng
banh. Huong vi thom ngon vira d, huong chanh lan ra trong vom hong.

“Cau thy sa0?”

“Ngon 1am a. Em an bao nhiéu ciing duoc.”

“Hay qua. van con nhiéu lam, ciu ding ngai. T6i 1am cho cdu Hoshino
ma.” Phu nhan néi vay r6i dua ly tra 1én miéng.

“Cam on ch1.”

Hoshino ciing nhap tich hong tra, triu mén nhin gwong mit nghiéng
nghiéng cta phu nhan. Moi anh nhin cta c6 déu don vé phia Mizuho.

Co I€ cau chrfmg bao gio co thé thd 16 ra duge tinh cam ctia minh véi
ngudi phu nit 4y. Nhung gan day Hoshino bat dau cam giac hinh nhu minh
khong di trén con duong mot chiéu. Rang dau khong noi gi, giita hai nguoi
van c6 mot mdi duyén manh mé& rang budc 1an nhau.

3
Sau khi d6 vao khu gtri xe dudi hdm cdn hd, ¢6 mé canh cira trugt ghé

sau. Bay 1a mdt chiéc xe ki€u xe tai nhe, 6 t6 cia bénh vién thi y noi Mao
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lam viéc nhung hau nhu chi ¢6 cd dung dén. Co thay chia khoa vao trong
tui hop.

Trong chiéc 16ng mau hdng dit trén ghé sau, mot con méo Ba Tu trang
mudt dang ndm cudn tron nguoi lai. Tén né 1a Tom. Mot 6ng cy mudi ba
tu6i. C6 nd van con deo mét cai vong nén vi hdm trude vira trai qua cudc
phau thuat cat tri xong. Tuy van con phai theo ddi tinh trang, nhung ngay
hom kia, chii nudi cua néd co lién lac dén, hai vo chéng ho Véng mat &
Tokyo hai ngdy nhung s¢ phai bé né mot minh nén méi nghi dén chuyén
nhd bénh vién cham cho. Thudng thi bén ¢ van tir chdi nhimg dé nghi kiéu
nay, nhung cht nuéi vén 1a khach quen 1au nim cua vién truéng nén bénh
vién md1 xem xeét day 1a mot ca dac biét, don nhan no vé. Hom nay gia dinh
chi vén phai dén dén nod nhung dén tan t6i mit van chéng ranh ra duoc chut
nao nén ho mdi lién lac nho giup d&. Chua ké, ho con chang biét lic nao
qua duoc, chéng con cach nao khac, Mao danh mang no vé cho ho.

Sau khi 6 khéa & ngoai hién tu dong md, co xach céi 1ong di vé phia
can ho. BAm chudng cira cin ho kia, c¢o 1ap tirc nghe thiy tiéng mé khoa
lach tach.

Me cua Tom - vo 6ng chu xudt hién. Mot nguoi phu nit chic da ngoai
nim muoi, rat dep.

“A, c¢6 Kawashima. Cam on nhé. Ma ciing xin 18i c¢d, phai nho ¢6 thé
kia.” P6i 10ng may chym lai thanh hinh chit bat ra chiéu c6 15i.

“Khong sao a, Tom rat khoe manh d6 ¢é,” ¢d gio cai léng ra.

“Vay u? Thé thi, tbt qua. - Tom, ngoan chr con. Xin 156i nhé, papa 1an
mama bat con phai ¢ nha,” ba cht nhan lay cai 16ng, bat dau 1én tiéng cung
nung meo yeu.

“Chung chau c6 can cho Tom, can ning c6 st di mot chut sau ca phau
thuat. Nhung d6 ciing 13 18 di nhién thoi nén ciing chang c6 gi phai lo lang

ca. Hay luu y dimng dé cha ta bj ciang thang nhé.”
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“C6 hiéu roi. A, dung roi. Chi phi 1an nay thi sao?”

“A, tién nong khong thanh van dé a.”

“0, c6 duoc khong ddy? Xin 16i chau nhé.”

“Co cha khong can dé tim dau. Moi ngudi giit gin stc khoe nhé,” Mao
ctii dau chao, roi khéi can ho.

Co quay lai bai dd xe, leo 1én chiéc 6 t6 cia minh roi ndé may, roi khoi
khu chung cu. Nhung khi xe dang chay bon bon, c6 chot phanh lai. Mat
nhin cham cham hé théng dinh v1.

Pay 1a khu Nishiazabu. Hiroo ¢ ngay gan ddy. Ngoi nha d6 nam trong
khu Hiroo.

C6 di an monjayaki v6i Yuuya vao tbi thir Nam tuan trudc nita. Thoi
gian thdm thoat, chua gi d& hon hai tuan tréi qua roi. Ngay hom do6 con
néng birc, nhung gan ddy, thoi tiét dd sang han thu réi. Trong khoang thoi
gian nay, hai ngudi van c6 nhan tin qua lai nhung chua hé gip nhau. Ma
goi 13 nhian tin cho ¢6 cht ndi dung thi chang co gi. Sao rdng khong thua
may 101 chuc in sén trén thiép dau ndim méi, c6 ciing chang thém doc lai.

Khi nhén ra thi ¢6 di cho xe chay tiép. Nhung khong phai 1a con dudng
vé bénh vién. Co di vé hudng khu Hiroo. Cam giac dau 6¢ minh tréng rong,
chi c6 chan tay la ctr ty ¥ van hanh.

Mot 14t sau, c6 da dén gﬁn noi mudn téi. Nhu thé thic vao lung Mao,
mot bii dd xe xuat hién ngay ding chd do.

C6 cham chidm nhan phanh chan, gat can lai va xoay vo ling. Co gai
cho chiéc 6 t6 vao mot chd tréng noi bai dd.

Trudce khi tat dong co, c6 xac nhan lai mdt 1an nita vi tri trén hé théng
dinh vi. Ban than cling ndm dugc dai khai vi tri cin nha d6 nén sau khi xac
nhan dugc cung dudng di tir noi hién tai, co tat dong co. Co Xuéng 0 to,
khoa lai rdi bit dau dao budc.

Minh dang muon lam gi day? Dén can nha do, r61 minh muon lam gi?
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Biét d¢au, hém nay Yuuya ciing c¢6 & noi d6 thi sao? Néu d6 dich thuc 1a
cong viéc cua anh Ay, cling khong ¢ gi 1a la. C6 mudn x4c nhan diéu gi?
Piéu d6 mang ¥ nghia ra sao. Ma khong, vé cin ban, c6 s& xac nhan theo
kiéu gi day?

Co6 ty hoi minh, nhung chang quan tAm c6 cau tra 10i hay khong, co van
khong hé dimg budc. R& ngoit noi goc dudng van luu lai trong tri nhd, cd
tiép tuc di.

Giira ban ngay ban mit, an tuong khac biét han nhung dung 1a dém do,
taxi da dua c6 di qua cung duong nay. Nhitng budc chan cua Mao cham
dan. Trong 10ng nguc cd, mot phan nao d6 dang mudn tri hodn lai.

Vi lai...

Ngoi nha d6 & ngay mé tay trai. Mot can biét thy phong cach Au nip
minh gita nhitng vom cay. Mau birc tuong nhd nho cua dém trong ky uc
héa ra lai 1a mot sic niu sang. Con nira, mai nha mau do.

Di doc theo hang rao mau be, c6 dimg lai trude canh cong 16n. Mau sic
khac nhiéu so voi nhitng gi nhé duoc, ¢b ciing hoi thic mac xem di ding
nha chwa. Nhung hoa vin trang tri trén canh cong chinh 1a thir ¢6 nhin thay
dém hom d6. Hon thé nita, bién nha dé “Harima”.

C6 nhin vao phia bén trong toa nha. Thay canh cira chinh din vao trong
nha cubi doan duong dai nho nhé. O ctra s6 ngay hom 4y sang dén, hom
nay lai treo rém kin mit.

Hom nay, Yuuya ciing c6 ddy ching? Lai dén day dé bao vé thir gi bén
trong d6?

Trén cOt tru noi1 canh céng, cO théy mot cai chuong. Néu nhin chudng,
moi thir s€ ra sao? Khi dugc hoi 1a ai, co s€ tra 101 ra sao day? “To6i l1a ban
gai ctia Hoshino Yuuya, hém nay anh ay c6 t6i day khong?” hay sao?

C6 lic dau. C6 khong thé 1am nhimng chuyén kiéu d6. Cr nhu mot ké

say tinh mu quang. L& dé Yuuya phat hién ra chuyén minh Ién theo doi chi
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khién moi thir cang t€ hai hon thoi. Cé khi cau lai tréd nén ghét ¢6 thi sao.

Vé thoi. Tai sao ¢ lai dén noi nay co cha? Co di lam gi vay?

Pung vao lic ¢6 dinh rdi khoi canh cong thi nghe thay tiéng nguoi dang
sau lung, “Co co viéc gi tim dén nha toi vay?”

Co giat nay minh dén trai tim tuong nhu ngimg dap. Khi quay lai, co
thdy mot ngudi phu nit mat trai xoan ding d6 véi vé mit nghi ngd. Ngudi
d6é mac mot bo vay xam, bén ngoai khoac mot cai 4o khoac mau héng nhat.
Guong mit xinh dep, phong thai thanh tao, rat hop véi tu cach chi nhan
cua cdn nha do.

“A, da khong, ciing chang ¢ viéc gi. Chi 1 nghe duoc chuyén tir ngudi
quen vé noi ndy nén...” nhitng 1di néi vira ra khoi miéng, c6 1ap tic hdi
han. Néu ¢6 noi rang minh chi 1a ngudi qua dudng, thiy cin nha dep qua
nén ngam thoi co phai tét hon khong. Nhung, da qua mudn roi.

“Nguoi quen ma co noi 1a?” Ping nhu c6 nghi, nguoi do hoi ngay.

C6 vé nhu khong c6 cach gi ddi tra duge. Néu co noi doi, tinh hinh chi
cang thém kho so hon.

“Da, la... nguoi tén Hoshino,” co 1i nhi tra 101.

Poi may ctia nguoi phu nit c6 vé dan ra. “A”, ¢ ta gat gu. “Vay sao?
Co cling 1a nguoi bén Harima Text?”

“Da khong, khong phai thé...” ching biét c6 nén noi gi by gid day.

Nguoi phu nir kia ra vé quan sat. “Co khi nao, la nguoi yéu cau
Hoshino?”

Bi ngudi ta ndi tring tim den, Mao cam thiy nguong nghiu. C6 hit nhe
toc mai lén, noi li nha li nhi, “Da, cling dai thé 1a thé.”

Trong 4nh mat ngudi phu nit d6 nhu 14p lanh tia anh sang. Ny cudi sau
d6 ctia nguoi dy cling mang day vé tinh quai.

“Ra 1a vay u? Cau Hoshino nay chang chiu hé ra chuyén c6 nguoi yéu

lam t61 twong cau ta chang co ai co. Nhung cdu ay cling la mot anh chang
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tuyét voi, khong c6 ai thi cang ky la hon nhi?”

Mot anh chang tuyét voi, ¢o chot thiy luu ¥ diém d6. Co ¥ nghia gi day.

“Da thua... anh 4y hay lam phién gia dinh 1am a?”

“Vang. Khoang hai, ba ngdy mot 1an. Hom nay du dinh 14 khong dén.”

“Dén thé co...”

“Cau ay 1am viéc gi ¢ nha t6i, cd chua nghe cdu Hoshino ké chi tiét gi
sao?”

Mao lic dau. “Anh iy ching chiu ndi gi ca.”

“Vay u?”, nguoi phu nit ddp v6i vé ra chiéu suy nghi. Thé roi, c6 Ay lai
cuo1 voi1 Mao.

“Néu dugc, moi cd vao dung tra. Toi ciing mudn ké c6 nghe vé viée cu
Hoshino dang lam.”

“Puoc khong a? Nhung anh ay da noi 1a toi mat rdi.”

“T6i mat u...? Ding 13 chuyén khong phai ai ciing c6 thé néi duoc.
Nhung ¢ thi duoc,” ngudi phu nit mé cong va noéi, “moi vao.”

“Em xin phép,” Mao budc chan vao trong khu nha.

“Ma t6i van chua héi tén ¢6 nhi?” ngudi phu nit vira dong cira vira noi.

“A... Em tén 1a Kawashima. Kawashima Mao a.”

“Mao 4? Tén hay qua. Khong rd viét theo cach gi vay?”

A0

Co dap 1a gom hai chit “Chan” trong “chan that” va chit “Ty” trong
“cung nhau”. Nghe vay, nguoi phu nit lai 1ap lai, “Tén hay qua”.

“Xin héi... chi 12 vo giam déc Harima?” Mao gang hoi mét cau.

“Vang,” nguoi phu nit dap 1oi. Sau d6, cb dy ciing gidi thiéu tén 1a
Kaoruko.

“Tén cua chi cling hay that.”

“Cam on c0,” phu nhan giam dbc noéi vay rdi bat dau di bo trén con
duong nho rai da. Nhin tdm lung d6, Mao 1én tiéng goi chi ta. Phu nhan

durng chan, quay lai.
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“Em d3 néi dbi 1a nghe anh ay ké vé nha minh. Thuc ra, em thay lo lang
vi khong rd anh 4y dang 1am gi nén mdi theo anh ay dén day. Vay nén, em
khong muén anh iy biét chuyén minh da tim dén noi nay. Néu chi khéng
thé dong tinh voi em thi it ndi thang ra a. Em sé& vé ngay. Em chi mong chi
khong néi gi cho anh ay gitim em th6i”, Mao dimg thang nguoi néi vay.

Phu nhan nghe ma khong hé c6 vé gi kho chiu, chi 4y tham chi con tum
tim cuoi.

“To6i hiéu roi. Viy ta s€ gitt bi mat vé1 cau Hoshino nheé. Té1 cling
chang 1ay 1am phién dau. Chuyén ciing thuong xay ra ma,” ngudi phy ni
no6i vy roi quay minh di tiép.

Phu nhdn mo cira ra, git dau véi Mao nhu thé moi ¢6 vao. “Em xin
phép 1am phién,” Mao néi r6i budc vao trong.

Hién nha kha rong rdi. Ngay gan d6 1a cau thang, dang giéng troi nén
tran kha cao. Thoang thoang mui huong dau day. Co 1& trong nha co xong
tinh dau.

Céanh ctra cin phong ngay bén canh mo ra, 1a mot ciu bé méi do tudi
mam non. P6i mit to tron dé lai 4n tuong that sau. Chic cu bé nghi me da
vé nén mdi ra, r6i thdy ngac nhién trudc ngudi phu nir la mat dang ding
day.

Phu nhan chdo héi nhung vé mat bé van cting do ra d6. Anh mat nhin
Mao chim chii. Mao c6 cat tiéng chao nhung thang bé chang noi ning gi.

Thém mot ngudi khac di tir trong phong ra. Lan ndy 1a mot ngudi phu
nir trung nién toc tring, dang nguoi nho tho. Ngudi ndy ciing da dé ¥ thay
Mao va to vé ngac nhién.

Mao cti dau chao.

“Khach cua nha ta do,” phu nhan n6i vay. “Con s€ giai thich sau, me co
thé dua Ikuto vao phong khach gium con duoc khong?”

“A, r01 r01,” nguoi phy nir trung nién c¢6 vé la me cua phu nhan noéi vay
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roi dat tay cau bé con. “Nao, Ikuchan, ra d.':flng kia choi game vdi ba nhé.”

“Chau muén choi xép hinh co.”

“Xép hinh ha? Roi, choi ndo, choi nao.”

Nguoi phu nit kéo tay thang bé, bién mat phia cudi hanh lang.

“Moi c6 vao nha,” phu nhan noi vay.

“Em xin phép,” Mao thdo gidy ra, roi budc 1én nha. Nhung cd chang
biét minh nén di theo hudng nao cho phai, nén ctr dimg ling ra & do.

Luc d6, phu nhan di vé phia canh ctra noi cdu bé lac ndy vira bude ra.

“Cau Hoshino luc nao ciing 1am viéc trong can phong nay. Co thé noi,
can phong nay chinh 13 phong lam viéc cta cau ay.”

Mao nudt nude bot. Biét ngay, c¢6 nghi. Dém hém do, 6 cira s6 sang dén
chinh 14 tir cin phong nay. Lic d6, anh iy da o day.

“Co Kawashima,” phu nhan nhin vao guong mat Mao. “Trong cédn
phong nay, c6 nguoi t6i mudn cb gip mat. Co co thé gip ngudi d6 chir?”

Anh sang 1ap lanh chan thanh nhung sic sio trong d6i mat d6 nhu thé
dam phap vao Mao. Tréng nguc co dap ddn, sy hén nhat trdi day. Chi la
dén nudc nay roi thi cd chang thé trén di dau dugc. “Vang,” co gat dau.

“Vay thi, mo1 ¢6”, phu nhan mé canh cura ra.

Do 1a mot can phong kiéu Tay rong rai. Thir dau tién cham vao mat co
12 mot con giu bdng to tudng dit & mé cira s6. Ngay canh d6 1a mot chiée
giwong. Khin trai givong co6 hoa tiét hoa.

Sau d6 c6 moi nhan thay mot cai ghé mau hong. N6 chang hé bé, tham
chi con khé 1a 16n nhung chang hiéu sao lai chang lot ngay vao tim mat
Mao nira.

Mot ¢d bé dang ngdi trén d6. C6 18 ¢6 bé ndy mdi vao nhitng nam dau
tiéu hoc. Guong mat kha hop véi kiéu toc cit mai thé kia, mot co bé dé
thuong. D6i mat nham nghién trong con say ngu, co thé thay rd hang mi

dai.
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“Pay 14 con gai t6i,” phu nhan néi. “C6 co thé lai gan thém chat nita
khong?”

Mao cham rai lai gﬁn chd ¢ bé. Co 1ap tirc nhan ra mot chuyén. Thur
ma ¢6 cho 1a cai ghé thuc ra 1a mot loai xe lan thiét ké dic biét theo dang
cang ctru thuong. Hon nita, mot éng dich trong ndi ra tir mii c6 bé. Co biét
do6 1a dung dich dinh dudng.

“Do mét tai nan dudi nude, con tdi dd ngi say hon mot nim nay. Ngudi
ta nghi, chac né s& chang mé mat ra dugc nita.”

Mao ngac nhién, quay phat lai nhin phu nhan. “Vay, c¢6 nghia 1a...”
nhitng cau tir ctr lap ling mai trén dau ludi.

“Vang,” phu nhan gt dau véi mot thoang cudi mim.

“N6i cho d& hiéu, con bé dang trong tinh trang thuc vat. Nhung céc béac
sT cho rang tinh hinh cta né khé c6 kha nang phuc hoi.”

Trong dau 6¢c Mao di hién 18n hai tir “chét ndo” nhung chang thé thét ra
thanh 101. C6 nhin c6 bé trén chiéc xe lan. “Nhung chang hé co vé gi 1a...”

Khong phai 1a mot cau khach séo. Sac mat va da dé co bé cho thiy day
1a mét dua tré hoan toan khoe manh, chua ké, ddu c6 mic quén 40, 6 van
thay nhitng dau hiéu co bap dang phat trién cta con bé.

“Nho sy gitp d& cua nhiéu ngudi, diéu ky diéu, nhit 1a nhd vao sinh
luc ctia con bé, ching toi duy tri duoc tinh trang nay cho con bé. Trong sd
d6, su giup d& cua cau Hoshino 1a khong thé thiéu dbi véi ng.”

“Anh 4y d3 lam gi?”

Sau khi nghe cdu hoi cia Mao, phu nhan cai dau voi mot vé kha 1a
hoang mang, “Pung r6i,” ¢o thi tham. “Co 1& dé c6 xem truc tiép s& dé hicu
hon. Kawashima, xin 18i, ¢6 ¢6 thé budc ra ngoai mot chit khong?”

“Vang, budc ra ngoai ay a?”’

“Pung, chi mot luc tho61.”

Tuy ching hiéu chuyén gi nhung Mao cir lam theo. Khi vira méi dtng
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doi bén ngoai can phong duge mot lic, “moi vao,” ¢ 1ap tirc nghe thy co
tiéng goi “vao di”.

Mot 1an nira, c6 budce vao trong can phong. Phu nhan dang ngdi trén
ghé. Mot hé thong may moc phuc tap sap thanh hang trén cai ban trudc mat
co dy. Pén tan luc ndy, ching con bi phi bang vai.

Mao chuyén anh mit sang c6 bé dang ngdi trén xe lin. Nhin thoang
tudng nhu khong co gi khac la, nhung dich thuc 1a co6 chat khac bigt. Tur
sau lung c6 bé do, mdt thir gi nhu day dién tho ra, lién két voi may moc
trén cai ban kia.

Mit c6 bé van nhim nghién, huéng mit vé phia Mao. Hai tay dé trén
hai bén thanh ghé.

“Xin gidi thiéu véi co nhé,” phu nhan noi thé roi bat dau cham vao dau
d6 trén cd may.

Giay tiép theo, mot chuyén khong tudng di xay ra. Ban tay phai dé trén
thanh ghé cta c6 bé nang 1én rdi ha xuéng. Mao mudn thdt ra 10i nhung
phai kho nhoc nudt lai.

“Nguy hiém 1am nén lac ndo khong c6 em ding dong dén, cau Hoshino
c6 n6i vdy day nhung chi thé nay thoi chic ciing 6n,” phu nhan ngang 1én
nhin Mao. “C6 thdy ngac nhién lim phai khong?”

Mao 6m léy nguc, ¢ diéu hoa hoi thé. “Chuyén la sao vay chi?”

“Nhu c6 da thdy do. Canh tay con géi toi da ctr dong dua vao nhiing
cong nghé tién tién do ciu Hoshino ché tao ra. Nho ¢6 cau Hoshino, con
gai toi co thé cir dong co. Ciing nhd thé nd c6 thé hdi phuc strc khoe cia
minh. Nhu bay gio, co xuong cia con bé gan nhu binh thuong.” Sau nhing
cau khen ngoi, phu nhan noéi tiép. “Cau Hoshino 13 4n nhan cta ching toi.
DPdi vé6i con gai to1, cau éy con 1a mét vi than. Nguoi cha thir hai.”

Mao chang tim ra 16i ndo dé noéi. C6 cir ngdm cd bé con dang nhim

nghién d61 mat ma lang nguoi.
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Phu nhan diémg day, “Xin 13i, dé t6i pha chit tra nhé, van chua moi co
gi ca,” roi roi khoi phong.

Mao van chua thé cir dong. Pau 6c co dang rat hdn loan.

Tinh trang thuc vat, ma co6 khi la chét nio. Nguoi nhu vay co thé cir
dong duoc sao? Cur dong duoc, phu nhan da cho co théy o1 do. Po 1a cong
viéc ctia Hoshino. Ct hai, ba ngay mdt lan, anh 4y dén cin phong nay, gitp
o bé cir dong than thé.

“Than linh u, ngudi cha thir hai u?”

“Anh 4y dang lam cong viéc gi thé nay?” C6 vira nghi thé vira tién mot
budc lai gan cd bé do.

Canh tay phai c6 bé lai bat 1én nhu luc ndy. Roi lai quay vé tu thé cd.

Séng lung Mao lanh toat. C6 bat ra mot tiéng kéu thang thot.

Co gai quay got lao ra khoi cin phong. Budc xudng chd di giay, co di
ngay d6i gidy ctia minh roi lao ra khoi hién nha. Trong khi vira lao vé phia
cong, guong mit nguoi yéu hién 1én trong tam tri.

Yuuya, d6 la thé gidi anh dang bdo vé w? Noi tdn cung ciia thé gidi do,

co gl vay?

“Déy chic 13 hién tuong eco?”

Nhitng 161 caa Hoshino khién Kaoruko dang ngdi thay cho Mizuho bd
d6 thé duc mau trang phuc vu viéc huan luyén sang bd do ngu ké soc ciing
phai ngung tay, quay lai nhin cau. “Eco? Co6 hién tuong d6 sao?”

“Tuy van chua thé xac dinh duogc rd rang, nhung...” Hoshino nhic tach
tra trén ban 1€n. “Nho kich thich tir tinh, nhitng dong dién luu nho trong
day than kinh da bi kich thich dan dén cir dong co bap, nho thé hé théng
than kinh véan dong 1ap tirc tré nén linh hoat hon. Nho nhiing phan xa doi
v6i nhitng kich thich rat nhé d6 da tao nén nhitng van dong tuong ty. o

chinh la hién tugong eco.”
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“Khong c6 cach nao ngin ching lai sao?”

“Da khong, néu ta nang cip chuong trinh, c6 18 s& giam thiéu duoc diéu
d6. Nhung hién tuong eco nay co gay bat tién gi khong?”

“Khéng dau, chang c6 gi nhiéu. Téi chi thdy ky la thoi.”

“Hi hi,” khoe miéng Hoshino nhu nhéch 1én cudi. “Ca nhitng ltc khong
dung dén may, bé Mizuho c6 thé dot nhién tao ra ctr dong gibng y nhu thé,
c6 18 s& khién chi hoi giat minh chut day.”

“Chi mdt chut thoi. Trong khoanh khéc, t6i da nghi Mizuho tu van dong
theo y thitc cia minh ddy. Nhung ma, t6i da ty din minh 1a khong phai...”
Kaoruko dit Mizuho niam 1én giudng, diéu chinh tu thé cho con bé rdi quay
lai ban

“Pung 1a c6 kha ning nay, may ma chi c6 ké cho em. Gio ta tinh sao
day? Co6 can diéu chinh hé thong khong, em thiy thuc ra ciing khong qua
kho.”

Kaoruko lic dau trude nhitng 101 caa Hoshino.

“Khéng can thiét dau. Toi ciing ddu c6 tu ¥ dong vao may moc dau.”

“Vang, thé thi tt a. Xin chi dung dong vao déy”, Hoshino nheo mét lai,
cau hép ngum hong tra.

Kaoruko cling véi tay 14y tach tra. B tach tra Royal Copenhagen nay 1a
qua ngudi quen mung cd két hon voi Kazumasa. Ngay trude, c¢o chi ding
dé trang tri nhung gio da thanh vat thudng dung.

“Nhung,” Hoshino m¢& miéng. “Tai sao thé a?”

“Tat sao gi co?”

“Y em la tai sao chj lai co ¥ tu minh van hanh may moc? Chic chi cling
hiéu néu nhu khong c6 em & cung trong lac huan luyén cho Mizuho thi
nguy hiém 1am ma.”

“Xin 16i cau,” Kaoruko ctr ngdi vay rdi cti dau.

“Lac d6 nhin Mizuho, t61 dot nhién c6 ¥ mudn cho con be cir dong...
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T6i nghi rang chi 1a gio tay 1én, ha tay xudng thi khong ¢ van dé gi ca. Gio
to1 s€ khong lam vay nira.”

Hoshino gat dau.

“Khi em tap hop du thong tin, hoan thién chuong trinh, chi c6 thé tu
minh van hanh dugc. Tir gio dén lac d6, mong chi ¢d gang cho doi thém.”

“Vang,” dap c6 vay roi Kaoruko nhin 1én Mizuho dang nam trén
giuong.

Chuyén x4y ra hai ngay trudc hién 1én trong tdm tri. Guong mat
Kawashima Mao véi vé dic thing.

Pén khi c6 bung tra quay lai phong cho cd gai 4y, chi con mdi minh
Mizuho. C6 kiém tra bén ngoai thi ciing chang thiy gidy dau nira. Co
khong nghi ¢6 ay bo di ma khong noi cau nao nén ctr doi mai mot luc 1au
nhung chang thay co ay quay tro lai.

Co ciing chang hiéu 1y do vi sao. Tai sao lai bién mat vo phép dén thé,
dau c6 viée gi gip gap dén miy ciing phai ndi mot cau cho phai phép ch.
Nguoi dang hen ho v6i Hoshino chic ciing phai nim duoc chit phép tic
thong thuong chir.

C6 quay lai phong Mizuho, thio may moc ra. Nhung trude do, ¢6 mudn
van dong cho con gai 1an nita. Cung mot van dong nhu da biéu dién cho
Kawashima Mao thdy, gio tay phai 1én r6i ha xudng. Mizuho 1am rét thuan
thuc.

“Con giodi hon rdi day. Ctr dong rat linh hoat.”

Vira bat chuyén voi Mizuho, ¢6 vira tat ngudn dién thiét bi. Dé tranh
bui bam ciling nhu khong khi ban, ¢ phu vai che 1én. Nhung, khi co bat dau
dinh théo thiét bi kich thich tir tinh khéi co thé Mizuho...

Canh tay phai ciia Mizuho dot nhién nhéac 1én, roi quay vé vi tri cii.
Kaoruko nin thd, mat nhin dam thiét bi da phu vai 1én. C6 nghi minh 15

quén ngat dién mat ro1. Nhung dién chac chan da ngat.
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Co nhin dira con gai van dang nham nghién mat. Co khi nao ky tich da
xay ra, nhung suy nghi d6 chi thoang qua trong tim c6 mot gidy phat roi
nhanh chong bién mat. C6 khéng nén nghi theo cach d6. Tur trude khi st
dung nhiing thiét bi nay, doi luc co thé Mizuho ciing tu nhién ctr dong. Béac
si Shindou da lanh ling cho do6 1a mot loai hién tugng, chi don gian 1a phan
Xa.

Giai thich cua Hoshino bay gid di thuyét phuc co. Hién tuong eco. Co
1& ¢6 nén nh¢ lay diéu nay 1a hon. Néu nhu lai ¢6 nhitng diéu nhu thé nay
xay ra, ¢6 khong duoc phép khién nguoi khong hiéu chuyén bi sdc.

Pung, c6 1& Kawashima Mao d4 nhin thay diéu d6. Trong lic Kaoruko
di pha tra, hién tuong eco di khién canh tay phai cua Mizuho cir dong, cd
ay da qua hoang so ma chay trén luon.

Co gai vo phép do6. Mot ¢o bé van con dang sdng cir dong ban tay thi co
gi ma phai so.

Nhung r6i Kaoruko quyét dinh khong cho Mizuho cir dong trude nhitng
ké khong lién quan nira. Hom trude, lau lam Kazumasa moi dua bd
Tatsurou sang choi nén c6 da dé Mizuho gio ca hai tay 1én trudc mat ong.
Luc d6, bd chong cd giat minh roi sau d6 ¢t nhu bi dong bang chang dong
day gi. Kazumasa d3 bao 1a ding qua dé tim dén chuyén nay.

Chang hiéu sao luc Kazumasa néi vdy, éng Tatsurou lai lo déing nhin
dtra chau gai.

“Gan dién vao co thé nguol nhu thé, phai to1 d6 con.”

Nhitng 101 n6i d6 dd chdm mdi ltra trong 1ong Kaoruko. C6 hit vao mot
hoi that manh rdi noi:

“Gan dién u? Tai sao thé bd? Giup chan tay mot dira bé dang say ngu
c6 thé ctr dong, gitp co thé con bé phat trién 14 viéc duong nhién phai lam
khi chiam séc nd. Con chi lam y nhu vay voi co thé caa Mizuho thoi. Thé

thi ¢6 gi ma phai t6i chi. V& cin ban, ddy 13 cong nghé cua cong ty anh
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Kazumasa ddy, 1a cong ty noi bd timg lam giam doc san xuat ra. RS rang
nhu vay, sao bd ¢6 thé ndi nhu thé chi?”

Con tirc gian d6 nhu danh manh vao o6ng Tatsurou, 6ng bién hg,
“Khong dau, bd d3 noi qua 1o, chuyén qua ky la khién b ngac nhién déy
thoi”. Kazumasa ciing xen vao giita, “Anh xin 16i vi d3 khong béo trudc
cho bo biét.”

Sau d6, nghe Kaoruko va Kazumasa ké chuyén, 6ng Tatsurou ciing c6
vé hiéu duoc rﬁng thiét bj do da gitp Mizuho reén luyén than thé, duy tri strc
khoe thé nao. Pén lc ra vé, ong nhin dtra chau bang vé triu mén, rdi noi
v6iné “Co gang rén luyén nhé, Mizuho.”

Tuy nhién, khong phai ai cling suy nghi linh dong dugc nhu 6ng
Tatsurou. Ma ciing c6 kha nang 1a ong chi vo chap nhan trudc mit con trai
va con ddu ma thoi. Néu 1a mét ké xa la nhu Kawashima Mao chéng han,
ho s& nghi xau vé chuyén nay ciing khong c6 gi la.

Hoshino udng can ly tra, dit cai tach 1én trén dia 16t. Sau khi kiém tra
d6ng ho, cau noi, “Hom nay, chic em cling phai xin phép rdi.”

Kaoruko ciing nhin chiéc déng hd treo tuong. Pa qua 7 gio tbi. Cau ay
d3 dén nha c6 duoc khoang hai tiéng dong ho rdi.

“Néu duoc, cau ¢ lai nha toi dung com nhé. Moi cau vay thoi nhung
hom nay ciing chang c6 moén gi dic biét dau.”

Lan dau tién duoc moi lai dung com. Nhiing 101 cua Kaoruko lot vao tai
cau nhu 161 néi déi, cau cu chdp chép mét.

“Da, khong... em xin 16i,” tuy cdu yéu 6t xua tay nhung vé vui mung
trén nét mat thi khong thé qua ndéi méat Kaoruko.

“Pirng gitr k& qua. Hay 1a cau c¢6 du dinh r6i? Hen ho sao?”

“Da khong, da khong,” Hoshino lac dau. “Khong ¢6 chuyén do dau.”

“That khong day. Cau Hoshino bo ca ngay nghi dé qua nha toi lam viée

con gi. To1 chi lo cau khong co6 ca thoi gian dé hen ho nira day.”
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“Hen ho u, chuyén d6...” sau khi anh mat Hoshino dao choi dau do,
cau nhin thang vao Kaoruko, “em khong c6 ddi twong nao nhu thé dau.”

“O, that khong?”

“That,” Hoshino gat dau v6i vé mat nghiém tac. “Khong co.”

“Thé thi tot qua. Toi chi thiy tiéc néu cau bi cudp mat thoi gian quy
bau bén nguoi yéu.”

“Chi khong can phai lo chuyén d6,” Hoshino cai dau 1am bam.

“Vay thi nhat dinh phai dung bita nha t6i ddy. Dé t6i bao ba chuan bi,”
Kaoruko ding day.

“Da khong, thuc ra, la thé nay”’, Hoshino dung 1én. “Em rat cam kich,
nhung thie su em phai vé cong ty ¢6 viéc. Em tam bo cong viée d6 dé dén
day, thanh ra...”

Kaoruko khé& nhiu may, c6 luc lic dau.

“Ra 1a vay a. Xin 16i nhé, vi Mizuho ma phién cau.”

“Khong c6 chuyén do dau. Pay la cong viéc cua em. Chi ding quan
tam dén may chuyén do.”

“Cam on cau nhiéu,” Kaoruko néi vay rdi mo ta ra. C6 1ay cai 40 khoac
ngoai cho Hoshino, roi mé rong ra cho cdu dé khoac.

“A, cam on chi...” Hoshino to vé rut ré, cau xoay lung lai cho tay vao
trong canh tay ao.

Co6 lac ndo ciing tién cau dén tin ngoai hién. Sau khi dung cdy 16t gidy
di xong doi giay da, Hoshino cti chao, tay phai xach cap. “Xin phép chi.
Ngay kia em lai t&1.”

“CAau da vt va roi. Pi vé can than nhé.”

“Cam on chi.”

Hoshino quay got, tay di dat 1én nam dam ctra. Nhung trude khi mo
canh cua ra, cau quay lai.

“Gi vay?” Kaoruko gat dau.
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“A, da khong...” cau ta 1iém moi. “Lan sau, nhat dinh em s& & lai dung
bira vo1 gia dinh. Tuy la do1 hoi hoi qua.”

Kaoruko trgn tron mat, khé hép hoi.

“Cau c6 yéu cau gi khéng? Cau thich in mon gi?”

“Yéu cau gi u?” Hoshino hoi do mit. “Moén gi ciing duogc a. Em ciing
chang dic biét thich hay ghét gi ca.”

“Vay thi, t61 phai nghi mon gi do dac biét moi com cau thoi. A, nhung
né6i thé lai dé cau ngodng doi roi. That 1a...”

“Khong, that su la gi cling dugc ma. Chi khong can qua ban tam. Vay
em xin phép nhé,” Hoshino lai cai chao lan nira réi mo cira roi di.

Kaoruko khoéa cira truéc roi quay vao phong Mizuho. Sau khi ngim
nghia gwong mit say nga cua con gai, ¢ nhin ra ngoai cira s6. Bong dang
Hoshino trong bo vest dang di ra phia cong.

K¢ hién théan tré tudi do. .

C6 khong thé dé cau ta thoat ra. Vi Mizuho, ¢6 phai lam nhiéu tht nira.
C6 mong mudn ciu ta khong co bat cir wu tién gi khac trong cudc séng cia
minh.

Kawashima Mao sé ra sao? C6 ta phai gidu chuyén da theo dudi cau ay,
nén ciing chang dam hé ra chuyén da tim dén diy. Nhung c6 ta d3 biét
ngudi yéu minh dang 1am gi. Chuyén cau ta dugc ton thd nhu than thanh ¢
noi nay.

Han c6 ta s& thay dau dén boi d6 1a mot thé giéi minh khong thé bude
Vao.

Hoshino da nod1 la khong c6 nguoi yéu. Tuy Kaoruko hi vong trong
tuong lai gan d6 s& khong con 13 10i néi doi, nhung ¢6 ciing cam thidy mot

chat toi 15i.
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CHUONG BON
Nguo1 dén doc sach
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1

Chuong ctra reo dung vao lic c¢6 vira mdi budc toc dudi ngua cho
Mizuho xong. Kaoruko thich 1am téc cho con gai lim. C6 nghi d6 1a kiéu
toc phu hop nhat véi con. Nhung nam trén giwdng kho nghiéng ngudi nén
binh thuong ciling it co hoi. Nhitng lic nhu hom nay, khi con bé phai nang
nguoi 16n mot khoang thoi gian ¢d dinh dé gip g& ngudi khac ¢6 méi co
dip duoc trd tai cho con gai mot kiéu toc dé thuong.

Kaoruko nhac cai dng nghe bén hong cira 1én. “Véang.”

“Xin chao. T6i 14 Shinshou,” van 1a giong noi déu déu moi khi.

“Xin moi,” néi r6i Kaoruko 4n nut md khéa cong. Co quay lai ngam
nhin Mizuho. Ao so mi soc ltmg tay véi chiéc vay ngin. Tuy mét van nham
nghién nhung lung thang, c6 ciing khong bi ngoeo. Chiéc xe lan da giup
con bé gitr ddng vé do.

Puong nhién, co va xuong ctia Mizuho hoan toan khoe manh nén moi
c6 thé dat con bé theo tu thé ay.

Kaoruko roi khoi can phong, ¢6 x6 vao doi xang dan dé & hién nha. Mo
khoa roi mo canh cira ra.

Shinshou Fusako di dimg sin ¢ d6. Ao trang va vay cong so mau xanh
thim, tGi chéo mau den. Nguoi phu nit cui dau chao Kaoruko. Mai toc bui
chat.

“P3 dé cb gido phai doi rdi. Lac nao ciing phién co thé nay.”

Pi voi nhitng 101 ctia Kaoruko, Shinshou Fusako chi dap ngin gon,
“Khéng c6 gi”. Gan nhu khong hé dong co miéng. Poi mat an sau 16p kinh
cling khong dong day. “Bé Mizuho sao rdi?”

“Nho troi, tinh hinh con bé van khong c6 gi la ca. Y nhu tuan trude. Ma
khong, c6 vé ciing kha hon chut xiu roi.”

“Thé thi tot roi. Toi ciing thiy an tim,” lic néi cau d6, khoe moi ngudi

phu nit kia hoi chat cong 1én nhu sip sira cudi nhung nhanh chéng tré vé

171



vé mit lanh bing. C6 ta dd budc vao do tudi bén muoi, binh thuong cling
khong trang diém dam, nhung nép nhan vin con it dén vay co 1& 1a do
chang mdy khi biéu 16 cam xtic gi nhiéu.

“Moi c0,” Kaoruko noi.

“Phién c4 nha”, Shinshou Fusako dap vay roi budc vao nha.

Shinshou Fusako biét Mizuho ¢ noi nao roi nén gd ctra can phong ngay
canh d6. Khéng can noi ciing biét khong c6 phan hoi. Biét trude 13 khong
c¢6 phan hoi nhung van g cira. Luc nao ciing vy ca.

“Mizuho, c6 vao nhé”, noi thé rdi c¢b ta md cira budc vao trong phong.
Kaoruko ciing theo sau.

Shinshou Fusako nhin thiang vao Mizuho dang ngdi trén xe ldn va ct
tiéng, “Chao em.”

“Dung nhu me em da ndi nhi? Sic mit em trong khée manh that déy”,
v6i giong déu déu, co ta kéo ghé lai gan roi ngdi xudng. “Hém nay, cd
mang dén mot cudn sach, c6 1& Mizuho s& thich diy. Cau chuyén c6 ma
thuat va nhitng loai vat that xinh.”

Shinshou Fusako bo chiéc tai chéo khoi vai, 1dy cudn sach tranh tir bén
trong ra. C6 ta gio bia trudc vé phia Mizuho.

“Mizuho, em nhim nghién mat nhu vy chic khong nhin thay duoc.
Bia cubn sach nay v& bong hoa tim v6i mot chi cio nho xinh mau nau do.
Loai hoa nay tén 1a Kazefukigusa nhé. D6 1a mot loai hoa than ky c6 kha
nang tao ra ma thuat. Cau chuyén ctia chung ta viét vé chu céo nho va loai
hoa Kazefukigusa nay,” van ct chia quyén sach vé phia Mizuho, co ta lat
lat trang sach. “Tai mot noi xa x61 nao do, c6 mot chi cao con dang doi.
Chang biét d3 bao nhiéu ngay chu chua duge an gi rdi nén dén 1ét di ciing
con kho khan. Pung lac 4y, ‘Cha, céo con dé thuong qua!’, ai d6 1én tiéng
bat chuyén véi chi. Do 1a mot cd bé loai ngudi, ¢d bé chic ciing nhan ra

cht cao nho doi qua ro1 nén lay ra miéng banh quy tur trong tii 4o cho cht.
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Chu an thir va thay n6 ngon that 1 ngon. Nhin thdy vay, c¢6 bé loai ngudi
noi ‘t6t qua’ roi chay bién mat.”

Kaoruko ¢ ging md cira khong giy ra bit ctr tiéng dong nao. C6 roi
khoi phong rdi lai ¢6 ging dong cira sao cho that kh&. Nhung c6 khong hé
di thang vé phia phong khach ngay ma dung d6 lang tai nghe.

Tiéng cua Shinshou Fusako van vong ra.

“Cht c4o nhé luén mudn gap lai ¢6 bé do6. Vao lac do, n6 tinh co théy
duoc thong bao ghi rang sip c6 bita tiéc trong lau dai. N giat minh khi
nhin thdy guong mat nit hoang vé& trén d6. Chinh 1a ¢6 bé da cho n6 banh
quy ngdy ay. Néu tham duy bira tiéc, chic s& gip duoc co. Nhung céo lam
sa0 c6 thé vao bén trong duoc. Lam thé nio, 1am thé nao day? Chu cdo nho
phién ndo di hoi 1oi khuyén tir ngudi ban tét Kazefukigusa. Khi Ay,
Kazefukigusa da ndi, ding lo lang cdo nho, tdi s& giup cdu bién thanh
ngudi, roi ngay lap tirc dung phép thuat. Sau d6 thi sao? Céo con...”

Kaoruko rén rén roi khoi chd do.

Hom nay 1a 6n r6i, hai ngudi dé ¢ riéng c6 ta ciing tiép tuc doc sach.

Hay 13, co ta d3 dé y thiy nguoi me dang dtimg nghe 1én ngoai nay.

Chang thé néi duoc gi. Panh xac nhan sau thoi. ..

Cb6 vao trong bép, dun nudc. it tach tra 1én ban bép, 14y 14 tra darling
tir trén gia xuéng.

Hai thang trude, Mizuho tré thanh hoc sinh 16p hai truomg hd trg dic
bi¢t. Con bé da nhap truong tir thang Tu ndm ngoai nén cling 1a chuyén
hién nhién théi. Nhung d6i voi Mizuho, chuyén hién nhién d6 lai chang
hién nhién chut nao.

Gio vién phu trach nim dau tién tén Yonegawa. Mot co gai day vé diu
dang gitra d6 tudi ba muoi.

Theo nhu nha truong, Mizuho khong thé tiép nhan cing mét kiéu gido

duc nhu nhitng dua tré khac nén s€ dung phuong phap giao duc tai nha.
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Céc gido vién s¢€ to1 nha, chon cach gido duc phu hop cho dua tré d6. Chinh
vi vay, cO d3 phai gip mit va néi chuyén véi phia nha truong nhiéu lan
truée khi nhap hoc. C6 ciing di c6 co hoi gip cd gido Yonegawa vai lan
nhung ngudi d6 ciing chang hé biéu 16 vé ngac nhién gi khi nghe ké vé tinh
hinh ctia Mizuho. C6 1& ¢6 4y da timg phu trach nhiéu hoc sinh nhu vy
trong qua khir roi.

“Ta s& 4p dung thir nhiéu phuong phap dé tim ra diéu Mizuho thich xem
nao. Han 14 ta s& tim dugc thir gi d6,” guong mat co gido Yonegawa tran
day tu tin.

Lan dau tién gip Mizuho ¢ nha, c6 da noi 1a trong con bé khong co vé
gi 1a bi thuong ton. Khong c6 vé gi co day.

“Trong em ay khong khac gi mot dira tré khoe manh dang say ngu ca.
T6i ngac nhién day.”

Nhitng 101 cua c6 lam Kaoruko thay rat ty hdo. T4t nhién réi. Co da
chiam soc, rén luyén cho con bé dén thé co ma. Mizuho chi dang ngu thoi.
Chi 14 van chua thé mé duge mat.

Budi hoc tai gia ndy dién ra mdi tudn mot lan. Co gido Yonegawa da thir
nhiéu cach tiép can v4i Mizuho. Bt chuyén voi1 con bé, cham vao co thé
hay cho con bé nghe céc loai nhac cu, dé cho 4m nhac chim ngap khong
gian. Thong thuong, co thé Mizuho gan voi rat nhiéu tht may moéc do
ludng. C6 ay ciing luu y dén nhitng thong sd do huyét ap, tan sd tim dap, sd
lan thd cua con bé. C6 vé nhu ¢6 mudn phan tich xem co thé Mizuho ¢6
phan tmg thé nao dé tim ra thtr gi phu hop voi con bé.

“Dau ¢ trong tinh trang ton thuong y thirc, em nghi van c6 nhiing loai y
thirc thudc dang vo thurc nita,” co gido Yonegawa da noi vay voi Kaoruko.
“Tung c6 ¢6 bé ngdy ngay thi thim vao tai ciu nhoc dang trong tinh trang
thuc vat 1a néu cau khoe lai t6 s& dua cau di an sushi. Chi c6 biét khi cau bé

m¢ mat da noi dieu gi dau tién khong? La cau ‘Muodn an sushi qua’ day.
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Nhung hinh nhu chinh cau bé dé cling khong nhd ¢6 ngudi néi chuyén véi
minh. Chi co théy chuyén nay that su rat dic biét khong?”

Vay nén, néu ta xem xét van dé theo khia canh nay, dau bay gio Mizuho
khong con ¥ thtc nira, nhung quan trong 13 phai tic dong vao phan tiém
thirc trong con b¢, c6 giao Yonegawa da noi vay.

Kaoruko kha 13 quan tim. Nhimg 101 nguoi d6 noi khong hé co chat gi
dbi tra, tham chi con rat chan thanh va day hi vong. Tuy nhién, c6 khong hé
cam dong, chic 1a do 10ng nghi ngod van duc day long co. Trong tham tam,
¢o ludn c6 ¥ nghi ngd vi ngudi nay phai phu trach nhimg tré em khuyét tat
nén mai thé. Quan trong 1a phai tic dong vao phan tiém thic - néu thé thi
con phai xem k¥ ning co ta dén dau, c¢6 di gieo trong 1ong minh suy nghi
kho chiu doé.

Khi nhé vé nhiét huyét cta co gido Yonegawa, cd da tham xin 18i vi da
nghi ngd nguoi ta dén thé. Hon nira, cd 4y dd lam qua t6t. Puong nhién 1a
Mizuho chang c¢6 phan tng gi rd rét nhung co dy khong hé co y dinh bo
cudc. Co khong chi quan tim dén nhitng phan xa don thuan, “C6 18 thi nay
Mizuho s& thich,” ¢6 noi vay rdi c mai gb gd cai trong do choi.

Kaoruko da cam than réng ho c6 mdgt ¢6 gido that tuyét voi. Vay nén,
khi nghe tin 1én 16p s& thay gido vién méi, c¢6 da budn lam. La do tinh hinh
sttc khoe ciia ¢6 Yonegawa khong tot, phai nghi dudng mot thoi gian dai
khong di day duoc.

Nguoi dén thay c6 1a c¢6 Shinshou Fusako ndy. Ngay tir an tuong dau
tién, c6 da cam nhan day la mot nguoi lang 1€ va té nhat. Biéu cam ngheo
nan, ciing hiém khi mé miéng. Khong hé néi ra phuong cham va niém tin
cua minh nhu c6 Yonegawa. Khi Kaoruko héi vé van dé nay thi chi ta lai
dat nguoc lai cau hoéi vai co, “Chi mong mudn s& gido duc chau theo céach
nao?”

“To1 nho ¢d,” Kaoruko nodi thé ro1 tiep, “Co Yonegawa da lam rat tot.
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Néu duoc, toi mong cb tiép tuc cach gido duc d6.”

Shinshou Fusako nhe gat dau v4i guong mit vo cam, “Dé toi suy nghi,”
co ta chi noi co vay. Co dé ¥ rang co ta khong hé noi, “T6i da hiéu roi”.

Nhung thoi gian dau, co ta ciing cham vao co thé Mizuho, cho con bé
nghe nhiéu loai 4m thanh khac nhau nhu cach c¢6 Yonegawa da lam. Mdi
lac nhu vay, co ta cling dé ¥ dén nhitng dau hiéu co thé cta con bé y nhu
vay. Nhung dén mot thoi diém nao do, co ta dan chi doc sach cho con bé
nghe. Tuy phan 16n chi 1a sich tranh danh cho tré nho, nhung ciing co
nhing truyén kha 12 16i cudn.

Kaoruko da héi thir, “Co cho réng doc sach s€ co tac dong vd1 Mizuho
sao?”

Shinshou Fusako lic dau, “Khong thé biét dugc co tic dong hay
khong,” ¢o ta nodi vay. “Nhung ma, toi cho rang day 1a thtr phu hop nhat.
Néu chi khong thich, ti c6 thé tim thém thtr khac.”

“Khéng, chuyén ndy thi... Vay nhd ¢6 nhé.” Kaoruko cui dau trong khi
van con nghi c6 tac dong va phu hop khac nhau & chd nao.

Nhung chuyén xdy ra sau do6 mot thoi gian. Mgt ngay cling nhu hom
nay, Kaoruko roi khoi chd ngdi mot lic dé pha hong tra. Co dé tach tra 1én
khay bung dén tan trudc cira phong, c6 vé nhu luc roi khoi phong, c¢o da
khong dong cira can than, canh cira mo hé ra mot khoang. C6 lay mot tay
gilt khay tra, mot tay dinh gd cra ma ding lai. Béi ¢6 nhin thay nhiing
chuyén dang xdy ra bén trong phong.

Shinshou Fusako khong hé doc sach. Co ta dit cudn sach trén dui, ctr
im ling nhin Mizuho. C6 nhin tir phia sau nén khong rd biéu cam guong
mit d6 thé nao. Nhung Kaoruko nhu thdy dau d6 lung lo cam giac tréng
rong noi tim lung ay.

Lam diéu nhu thé nay ciing v6 nghia.

Cé doc sach cho nd, con bé nay cling chang nghe thiy gi, chang co ¥
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thirc gi, cling chang c6 co hdi dé quay tro lai. ..

“C6 phai co ta dang nghi thé khong?” Kaoruko tham hoi.

Giir chat 1dy cai khay, co lang 1& quay lai 16i hanh lang vé phong khach.
Co mo ctra, ¢d ¥ tao ra tiéng dong that to. C6 cham rii di vé phia cin
phong, lai nghe thay tiéng Shinshou Fusako doc sach.

Co thay nghi ngd ngudi gido vién moi ndy tir lan do.

Co ta thuc c6 ¥ day dd Mizuho chr? Néu khong c6 ¥ do, thi ¢b ta chi bi
ép dén day vi cong viée thoi sao? Co 18 trong tham tAm co ta mudn tir bo
cong viéc nay lam roi phai khéng? Poc sach cho mot dira con gai da chét
ndo, chic ¢o ta nghi chuyén nay ngé ngan lam.

C6 mudn biét trong 1ong Shinshou Fusako nghi gi. C6 ta doc sach véi
cam xuc ra sao?

Pit tach hong tra thom ngao ngat 1én khay, Kaoruko roi khoi bép. Co
mé canh cira phong khach roéi dé nguyén d6. C6 gang khong giy tiéng
dong, co di doc hanh lang thiy tiéng Shinshou Fusako van déu déu vang
|én tur trong phong Mizuho.

“Lam thé nao dé ctru sinh mang nit hoang dy, Korn da hoi thai y nhu
vay. Theo nhu 101 thai vy, dé chita dugc cin bénh nay can dén hoa
Kazefukigusa nhung loai hoa nay hiém co6 1am, khong dé gi tim ra dugc.
Nghe thdy nhimg 151 d6, Korn bay ra khoi toa thanh. N6 vuot ndi, bang
song tim dén noi hoa Kazefukigusa sinh song. Kazefukigusa nhin thay né
thi 1én tiéng hoi, ‘A, cht cdo nhd, ciu sao thé?’ Nhung Korn khong con
nghe thiy tiéng do6 nita. N6 nim lay d6a Kazefukigusa 16i khoi mat dat.”

Kaoruko m¢ canh cua, budc chan vao trong phong. Nhung Shinshou
Fusako khong hé ngimg doc.

“Trén duong di, Korn théy co thé minh nhu ¢6 lra d6t, dén lic nhan ra
thi cdu di quay vé 1am chu cdo nho mat rdi. Phép thuat da tan. Chua cdo nhod

vO1 vang tra Kazefukigusa vé véi dat nhung da cham mat roi. Boa hoa ctr
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tan Ua vay thoi. Xin 16i, xin 15i, ban Kazefukigusa, chi cao nho cir khoc 16c
xin 18i. N6 khéc dén tan lic nao khong rd. Pém hom Ay, co tiéng dap cira
sO phong nit hoang. C6 hau gai ra md cira nhung khong thay c6 ai. Thay
vao do, mgt doa hoa Kazefukigusa dat & do. Nho bong hoa, nit hoang da
duoc ctru séng nhung khong ai hay ngudi nao di dit bong hoa trude cira
phong.”

“Hét,” Shinshou Fusako néi vay roi gap cudn sach vao.

“Budn that nhung qua 1a mét cubn sach hay”, Kaoruko dit tach tra
xudng.

“Chi d4 biét noi dung u?”

“Téi ciing ndm duoc dai khai. Cha cao nho nho phép thuat bién thanh
nguoi da gap dugce nit hoang phai khong?”

“Vang, ca hai cung choi dua va trd nén than thiét véi nhau. Nhung nit
hoang d6 bénh, thé do.”

“Qua stre, cha cdo nho da quén di chuyén phép thuat. Thanh ra, chu da
1am ra chuyén ngdc nghéch d6. Chu di mat di hoa Kazefukigusa than thiét,
lai chang thé gip duogc nit hoang nira.”

“Dlng 1a thé that, nhung rot cudc chuyén d6 cé phai 1a ngu ngdc
khong?”

“Y chi 1a sa0?”

“Néu chi cdo nhé chang lam gi, nit hoang s& chét. Chua ké,
Kazefukigusa 1a mot loai thuc vat ngén vu. Mot luc nao do6 no sé héo ri.
Luc d6, phép thuat ciing s& mat di tac dung. Pung 1a cha cao d6 di mat di
Iy tri nhung riéng chuyén ctru duoc tinh mang nit hoang, ta khong thé néi 1a
chu ta di c6 mot quyét dinh dung dan hay sao?”

Kaoruko d nim dugc 16i suy nghi cua Shinshou Fusako. “Nghia 1a,”
sau do co tiép tuc, “néu clir dé yén, sinh ménh do roi cling s& mét di, trong

khi con co thé giup d& duoc nguoi khac thi hiy 1am di c6 phai hon khéng
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u?”

“Ta c6 thé phan tich theo cach d6 ciing dugce. Nhung khong rd tac gia
ctia cudn sach ndy c6 nghi sau xa dén thé hay khong?” Shinshou Fusako
cho cudn sach vao tai, nhin 1én ban. “Mui huong that thom.”

“Co gido udng nhanh kéo ngudi.”

“Cam on chi”, c¢o ta xoay huéng vé phia ban, nhung Shinshou Fusako
no6i. “Nhung chi cling khong can phai khach sdo qua nhu thé, 1an sau khong
can moi toi tra nita dau. T trude dén nay chi da qua chu dao rdi. Pa phién
chi.”

“[t nhat cling phai moi duogc ¢o gido tach tra chi.”

“Khéng can, quan trong hon, t6i cling mudn chi nghe chuyén cing con.
Hi vong chi c6 thé biét duoc con gai chi dugc nghe nhitng cudn sach nhu
thé nao.”

Giira chimg cau chuyén vé doa Kazefukigusa va con cdo nhd, Kaoruko
roi di khién co ta thdy khong thoai mai ching?

Cau chuyén d6 khong phai 1a danh cho dira bé bi chét ndo kia, ma danh
cho me cua bé u?

“T6i hiéu r6i. Tir 14n sau, ching ta s€ [am nhu thé nhé,” Kaoruko nin ra
nu cudi hoi dép lai.

2

Bit chot théy mot thir lanh lanh cham Xuéng mii, Kadowaki Gorou tho
ra mot hoi. Chéng con cach nao khac, anh cling da chuén bj tinh than tir
trude roi, léy ra mot cai a0 mua tur tai xach dat bén canh.

Nhitng ngudi khéac ciing néi dai loai nhu, “Biét ngay 1a mua ma”.

Thang Nam nim nay néng birc 1am, tudng nhu mua heé ctr thé L lir im
dén. Nhung sang thang Sau, giita chimg nhiét do lai khong ting nira. Anh
nhimng tuéng minh di gip may, dimg dudng quyén gop ciing d& vat va hon,

thi mia mwa dd nhanh chéng ap dén. Mua 1a ké thu cua nhitng hoat dong

179



ting ho quy tir thién kiéu nay. Hom nay ciing vy, dén tan lic trudc anh con
phan van khong biét c6 nén ding hoat dong gitta chirng hay khéng nhung
khi kiém tra trén mang thay luong mua c6 vé khong 16n 1am nén méi quyét
dinh tién hanh. Thanh vién tham gia hoat dong nay chin mudi nguoi. Qua
giita trua, lic moi nguoi ding ¢ cau di b ngay phia trudc nha ga, huéng
vé phia dong nguoi bit dau kéu goi ciing 1a luc troi ddy miy mu. Sau
khoang ba muoi phut dang dai, nhitng giot mua bat dau 16p bop roi xudng.

Toan bo thanh vién déu khoac 40 mua trong sudt bén ngoai chiéc 4o
phéng d6ng phuc. Chiéc 40 in hinh Etou Yukino dang cudi tuoi. Liy mot
tdm vo dia nilon phil ra ngoai birc anh twong ty ctia con bé bén ngoai hop
quyén gop, ho lai tiép tuc hoat dong. Kadowaki cAm cai bién dé chir “Hoi
quyén gop cho bé Yukino” trong khi tay phai 6m hop dung to roi.

“Nao, cb lén.”

Nghe 16 van dong ctua Kadowaki, chin ngudi con lai cat tiéng “vang”.
Trir anh ra, nhitng ngudi con lai déu 1a phu nit. Mot budi trua ngay thudng
thé nay it khi c6 dan 6ng hd trg lam.

Thoi tiét kiéu nay ciing 1am thua bét nhimg ngudi c6 nhd ¥ ung hé.
Khéng chi bai sé nguoi di lai dang thua thét dan. Mot nguyén nhan 1a dam
6 du. Ho phai givong 6 nén mot tay da vuéng roi. Trong tinh canh d6 ma
lai phai rat vi lay tién 1¢ ra thi phién 1dm. Dau c6 mong mudn tng ho day
nhung ciing phai tic ludi dé sang mot ngay khac. O cling han ché tam nhin
khién nhiéu nguoi khong thdy nhimg nguoi dang dimg quyén gop ung ho
trén phd nita.

Trong nhitng lac thé nay, chi con cach phai ho that to théi, Kadowaki
hit hoi that sau, khi Matsumoto Keiko ¢ bén canh néi “Nho giap cho” thi
anh cat tiéng ho bang giong that rd rang, “Chau Etou Tukino ¢ khu
Kawaguchi dang bi bénh tim man tinh, tinh trang hién dang v6 cung nguy

ngap. Mong moi ngudi hiy ung ho gitip chau Yukino dé c6 bé c6 thé ra
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nudc ngoai phau thuat cdy ghép tim. Dau chi mot chut it thoéi ciing duoc.
Mong moi nguoi giup do cho.”

Giong néi d6 c6 hiéu qua ngay lap tirc. Hai ngudi phu nit dn mic kiéu
nhan vién van phong di ngang qua lic do, mot nguot da dung budc, vira rit
vi ra vira lai gan. C6 vé nhu ¢6 con lai ciing khé 1ong 1o di vu nay, nén tng
ho theo ban minh tuy chang c6 vé gi huong tng.

“Cam on hai ¢6,” Kadowaki néi vay roi chia to roi cho hai co gai.
Trong to ro1 do6 c6 ca anh cua bé Etou Tukino, ghi 10 tinh trang bénh 1y va
nhing gi c¢6 bé phai trai qua dén tan gio. Nhung hai ¢ gai kia chi khé xua
tay, ttr chdi khong nhan to roi d6 roi bo di. Nhiéu nguoi chi ung ho thé thoi,
chang ranh hoi quan tdm ndi dung sau xa lam gi, chi 1a khong mudn im
lang budc qua rdi vé sau lai thay but rit trong 1ong ching? Anh van con
nhé minh d3 ngac nhién thé ndo trudc nhimg thai do nhu thé khi mai bat
dau hoat dong, cam giac minh dang 1am loi trén su yéu 10ng cua ké khac.

Nhung khi hoat dong da bat dau duoc khoang mét tuan, anh chang con
nghi dén nhitng chuyén nhu thé nita. Anh nhan ra minh chang can phai qua
quan tdm dén nhiing diéu khong vui vé nhu thé 1am gi. SO tién thu vé ludn
it 6i nhu du doan. Anh ciing dian ban dong hanh khong can cb phong doan
vé cam xtic ctia nhimg ngudi ting hd. Chi can quan tdm dén chuyén quyén
tién thoi.

Puong nhién, ciling c6 nhiéu nguoi dong gop 1a vi thién y. “Cé gang 1én
nhé!”, nhitng cau dé ho ciing thudng nghe thiy. Co nhitng ngudi con cho
d6 an thtrc ubng nita. Nhitng lic nhu vay, anh lai c6 hao hing dé ho vang.

“Kadowaki,” Matsumoto Keiko cat tiéng goi. “Cau c6 dé y thay ngudi
dang kia khong?”

“0, dau co?”

“Pang kia 4y. Kia kia, cai hiéu sach & cung duong nguoc lai. Ngudi

dang ding trudc mé hiéu sach d6 do. A, khong dugce. Pung nhin cham
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cham nguoi ta nhu thé. Nguoi d6 dang nhin vé phia minh diy.”

Kadowaki vo lo ding nhin tr phia r6i méi nhin chiéu theo huéng mat
cua Matsumoto Keiko. Bung la ¢c6 mot nguoi phu nir ding canh hi€u sach
that. Anh deo kinh vao. Chi nhin thoang qua thoi, khong thé thdy ré mit
mili nguoi d6 thé nao, xét vao vé ngoai chic mot ngudi & do trén dudi bon
muoi.

“Nguoi phu nit mic cai 4o khoac len mau xanh thdm 4y 42”7

“Dung, dung.”

“Pé y thi sao?”

“Co cam giac khong tot dep gi. Ny gid, ¢ ta ctr nhin mai vé phia minh
day. Co khi phai hon 15 phut rdi.”

“Chic ho dang doi ai d6 nén thi thoang liéc nhin vé phia minh ma thoi.
Trong c6 vé dung 1a c¢6 Ay dang huéng mit vé phia ta ddy. Nhung dang
nhin nhiing ngudi di lai trén con duong nay thoi.”

“Khéng phai dau,” Matsumoto Keiko lic dau, nhung ngay lap tirc thay
bang giong vui vé “Ca... cam on nhiéu”. Mot nguoi phu nit ¢ tudi dang
ung ho.

“Cam on nhiéu,” Kadowaki noi vy roi chia to roi ra. Ngudi phu nit d6
twoi cuoi nhan 1iy. Nhung khong chi c6 thé, ba con bat chuyén, “That vat
va qua, ngay mua thé nay.”

“Da khong, dau c6 gi,” Kadowaki noi.

“Moi ngudi nhé dimg dé bi dm day,” ngudi phu nit trung nién dé roi di.
Khi tién bong lung d6 ra di, anh mit anh lai huéng vé phia nha sach, ngudi
phu nir 4y van dtng do.

“Vén con d6 sao?” Kadowaki 1am bam.

“Thay chwa? Kadowaki, c6 thé cau khong dé ¥ nhung ngudi d6 c6 ung
ho roi day.”

“O, that sao? Luc nao vay?”
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“Thi khoang hon 15 phut trude. Sau khi ung hd, c6 d6 con nhan léy to
roi tir chi Yamada ma. Roi di ra mé ay, dimg mai tir bdy dén gio. Cau khong
thiy la sa0?”

“Vay sao? Nhung thé thi c6 gi dang lo dau. Chic ngudi do ciing co ¥
t6t thoi. CoO 18 ciing nhu ba cu vira ndy do, lo ling cho nhitng ngudi con
hoat dong gitra tro1 mua nhu chiing ta chang.”

“Vién vong qua diy, Kadowaki. Thé gi6i khong phai chi toan nguoi tot
dau. S6 nguoi chi trich nhitng gi chung ta lam khong hé it, Kadowaki han
cling biét.”

“U thi thé. Nhung ho d3 tng ho r6i con gi.”

“Pung 13 ho d3 cho gi d6 vao trong hop. Nhung nao phai chi 1a tién
dau.”

“Khoéng phai tién thi 1a gi?”

“Chang biét nita. C6 thé 1a thw ky la gi d6. Gian chang han.”

“Gian? Cau lay dau ra cai suy nghi d6 vay?”

“Chi 1a vi du vay thoi. Lat nira m& hop tién ra, nhé can than déy,”
duong nhu Matsumoto Keiko khong c6 y dua.

Anh ngang dau 1én tim ngudi phu nit d6 1an nita. Nguoi ta da di mat tur
lac nao. Khi anh béao cho Matsumoto Keiko biét, “Pi dau mat rdi. Di dau
nhi, t6 mo qua,” ¢6 4y noi thé roi quét mat khap luot.

Hoat dong ngay hom ay két thuc trong vong chua day hai gio vi mua c6
vé nhu ngdy mot 1on. Don dep xong hét, khi Kadowaki cung nhitng thanh
vién khac dinh rat vé, anh chot cam thdy nhu c6 ai dang tién lai gan. “Anh

'37

gi 0i!” Nguoi d6 bat 10i. Nhin guong mit d6, anh c¢6 chit ngac nhién. La
nguoi phu nit khi ndy.
“T6i hoi anh chut ¢6 dugc khong?” Nguoi phu nit rut ré 18n tiéng hoi.
“Gi the?” Kadowaki hoi.

Matsumoto Keiko co6 vé cling da nhan ra, c6 ta ngung budc, trong co veé
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t0 mo.

“Nhitng nguoi tham gia hoat dong ting hd ngay hom nay déu 1a ngudi
quen cua ho a?”

Kadowaki ldc dau. “Y chi 1a sao?”

“Thi 1a... chic moi ngudi déu c6 quan hé gi d6 véi co bé c6 nguyén
vong ciy tang hay bé me chau bé ay?”

“A!1” Kadowaki gat dau. Gid anh d3 hiéu cau hoi clia ngudi nay.

“Ciing ¢6 nguoi 1a nhu thé. Nhung cling ¢6 nhiéu nguoi khong co quan
hé truc tiép voi bé Yukino va gia dinh Etou. Do ban bé va ngudi quen nho
va nén tap trung lai thoi.”

“Ra 1a thé. Cac anh chi gioi that,” ngudi phu nit néi voi giong déu déu.

“Cam on chi. Nhung, c6 gi khong?”

“Da khong, t6i chi thic mac nguoi khong co lién quan gi c6 thé tham
du hoat dong nay khong thoi Ay ma.”

“Chiting t6i cuc ky hoan nghénh 4y chtr. Thanh vién cang dong cang tdt
ma,” ngay sau cau d6, Kadowaki nhin ¢6 4y véi 4nh mat nghi ngo. “O,
chi 13 chi muén gitp d& chung ti sao? Chi ay?”

“Giup d& w, néu nhu c6 gi t6i gitp d& duoc.”

“Troi a. Néu thé thi nhanh nhanh néi ra c6 phai hon khong,” Kadowaki
nhin sang Matsumoto Keiko van con dimg d6. “Nguoi ndy mubn tham gia
cung. V& vin phong va tinh toan tong thu trude di. Lat to qua.”

Nhitng 10i cta anh ta khién cho Matsumoto Keiko tron tron mit ngac
nhién. Nhu c6 vé da hiéu ra van dé, “Vay lat gip,” noi roi co dy di theo
nhirng nguo1 khac.

Kadowaki quay lai nhin ngudi phu nit kia. “Chi c6 thoi gian chir, néu
dugc t61 s€ giai thich 6 hon cho chi.”

“Puoc chir.”

“Vay thi, ta hiy kiém chd nao dé ndi chuyén nhé.”
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Kadowaki xem xét dia diém rdi bit dau budc di nhung chang c6 y bude
vao quan ca phé ndo ca. RSt cudc, anh chon ghé ngdi doi chd bén xe buyt.
Hang hién c6 méi che nén hoan toan chang s¢ wét mua.

“Vi dang mic thir nay nén toi khong thé vao quan ca phé dugc”, anh tro
vao cai 4o phong. “Thir ndy noi bat qua. Néu mic thir nay budc chan vao
ctra hang an udng, kiéu gi cling mot phat 1én mang ngay. May ké d6 dung
tién quyén gop dé di an udng bét nhé ching, hay 13 néu d3 co tién di an
ngoai sao khong dung ca tién d6 dé tng ho di, kiéu kiéu vay d6. Thanh ra,
ngay khi két thuc hoat dong, nhiéu ngudi da 1ap tic thay d6. Nhung t6i thi
thuong cd mic thém. Bi ké khac ndi thang vao mat thi cling thdy hoi ngai
nhung to61 co thé chiu dugc. Toi mong mudn ¢6 thém, diu chi mot nguoi
biét dén chuyén Yukino.”

“Pung 1a vat va that nhi?”

“Su vat va ndy ciing chang thim vao dau dau néu so v4i sy vat va cia
bé Yukino va gia dinh Etou,” néi thé roi Kadowaki nhin ngudi phuy nit, “Chi
c6 biét trude vé ching t6i chua?”

Co ta gt dau.

“T6i tinh c& doc bao méi biét. Sau do, toi ¢d tim doc thém trén trang
chu nén biét duoc moi ngudi co hoat dong quyén gop vao hom nay.”

“Vay u? Néu thé thi chic chi cling nim dugc dai thé roi.”

“Vang, vé cd bé Yukino, c6 bé d6 néu khong dugce cdy ghép tim thi
khong thé séng noi nira phai khong? Can bénh d6 hinh nhur 1a...”

“Bénh dén co tim. Hinh nhu bt dau co triéu chtng tir khi méi 1én hai.
Sau do, con bé uéng thudc tri liéu thi duy tri duoc cudc séng binh thuong
nhung ndm ngodi, bénh tinh dot nhién tré nang, ho nodi rﬁng néu khong céy
ghép tim thi khong thé chira n6i.”

“Pung 1a thé that. Nhung trong trudng hop ca bénh nhi, kha ning tim

duoc nguoi hién tang trong nudc 1a rat thip nén phai tién hanh phau thuat
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cay ghép & nudc ngoai. Can mdt khoan tién rat 1om. T61 da vO cung ngac
nhién trudce so tien do.”
“Al cling ngac nhién ca thoi. Pén tin hai tram bao nhiéu triéu yén con

3

gi.

Lan dau tién nghe, Kadowaki cling ngac nhién dén nhiin nguoi.

“S6 tién 16m nhu thé, liéu c6 quyén gop ndi khong?”

“Kiéu gi ciing phai gom cho du théi. Gid con co ca mang xi hoi nén
cling thuan loi hon nhiéu so véi ngay xua. Chi chi can tra trén mang 1a biét
c¢6 nhiéu t6 chirc da thu gom duoc so tién 16n thé trong thoi gian ngin roi.
Khéng sao. Toi nghi 1a c¢6 thé.”

“A, dang r6i,” Kadowaki néi thé rdi chia danh thiép ra. Pay khong phai
la danh thiép cong vi¢c thuc té, danh thiép dé anh 13 “dai dién chuong trinh
ctru chita Yukino”. In sin ca dia chi viin phong.

“T6i van con chua hoi tén chi nhi? Néu chi mudn tham gia cing, ngudi
phu trach c6 thé lién lac véi chi.”

Nguoi phu nit nhan léy danh thiép cta anh roi im lang mat luc lau.

“T6i mudn gitp d&. Mot dira bé con nho nhu thé da phai chiu kho so
dén vay, t61 mudn gitp gi cho chau. Chi 14 t6i van con cong viéc, chi co thé
1am vao Chu nhat ma théi, diéu d6 khong phién chi?”

“Duong nhién 1a khong. Nhiéu ngudi khac cling vay théi. Moi ngudi
déu co cudc sdng riéng ma. Chi can gitip d& vao nhirng lac cé thé. Vay da
dt 1am r6i.”

“Vay sao?”

Sau khi té ra chit ngai ngan, c6 ta li nhi n6i tén minh. Hinh nhu tén 13
Shinshou Fusako. Nguoi nay dua cho anh dia chi email va s6 dién thoai.

“Chi lam gi thé?”, Kadowaki ty nhién héi.

Shinshou Fusako ngtng lai mot luc, “Giao vién”, c0 ta trd 101.

“Cha... tiéu hoc sao?”
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“Vang.”

“Rala vay.”

Co 1€ cling 1a mot nguoi yéu quy tré con, Kadowaki da tu cho minh
quyén nghi vay. Néu khong phai thé, chang dugc ngudi quen nho va, it ai
lai xung phong tinh nguyén nhu vay.

“Vay thi, chi Shinshou, con phai nho chi giup do nhiéu,” Kadowaki cti
dau, roi anh dung day.

“Anh gi 0i,” Shinshou Fusako cling dimg day. “Téi con diéu nita mudn
hoi anh.”

“C6 bé Yukino phai ra nudc ngoai lam phau thuét cay ghép la do tai
Nhat khong tim ra nguoi hién tang phai khong? Nhung theo Luét ciy ghép
da sira d6i nam 2009, tré nho cling c6 kha nang hién tang & Nhat Ban con
gi. Luat phap da cho phép nhung van khong co6 ngudi chiu hién, anh
Kadowaki nghi sao vé diéu nay?” Shinshou Fusako van hoi cui dau, anh
mat nhin xudng dudi néi bang giong déu déu may moc.

Mot cau hoi khién nguoi ta ngac nhién, Kadowaki do ngudi ra. Anh ¢
cam giac nhu bi mot ap luc gi d6 dé nang.

“Thuc ra, vé chuyén nay”, anh lap bap, “tdi chwa nghi dén nhiing
chuyén phtic tap nhu thé. C6 nghi ciing ching an thua gi ma. Ta khong thé
tim théy nguoi hién tang & Nhat. Con néu 1a My, ta co thé tim ra. Vay thi,
phai sang M¥ lam phau thuat. Quyén gop tién 1a vi muc dich d6. Thé thoi.
Chi thé thoi thi khong tot sa0?”

“Da khéng, khong c6 chuyén gi ddu... Xin 16i. T6i da hoi anh diéu ky
la rdi.”

“Khoéng dau, khong ky la dau. Pay han 1a mot van dé quan trong. Chi
14, toi cho rang gid chua can nghi cling duoc.”

“Dling 1a nhu vy nhi. Toi xin 16i. Vay thi, toi s& doi lién lac tir bén

anh.”
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Sau khi noi1 cau xin phép, Shinshou Fusako quay got budc di.

Nhin dang lung nguoi phu nir 4y, Kadowaki di nghi d6 1a mét con
ngudi ky la. C6 18 ngudi ta 13 gido vién, kién thirc cling hon nguoi chiang?

Anh khéng hé biét 1a Luat ghép tang da duogc sira d6i. Boi anh ciing
chang nghi n6 lai c6 thé lién quan gi dén minh. Anh nghe dugc nhing 10i
nay lan dau vao khoang ding ba thang trude. Ngudi noi 13 Etou Tetsuhiro.
B cua bé Etou Yukino, ban ctia Kadowaki va ciing 14 tinh dich.

Anh nhé lai nhirng gi d3 xdy ra vao ngdy hom Ay.

3

Anh gap Etou trong mgt quan ruou Izakaya* trong ndi d6. Cling da ndm
nam nay roi. Hom trude Kadowaki goi dién cho cau ta, chi n6i 1a c6 chuyén
can ban. Kadowaki ngdi vao ghé, 1on giong ndi véi Etou, “Chuyén 1a sao
vay?” roi dap ban cai ram. C6 nhan vién ra nhan gol mon giat minh voi
canh giac thoai lui.

“Lau 1am moi gip nhau ma lai thé,” guong mit khic kho cia Etou
thoang mot nu cudi. M4 cdu ta hop lai, cam nhon ra. Han nhién 1a gy go
hon so véi ndm niam trudc. Ma khong, riéng cai biéu hién d6 da khong 6n
roi. Phai néi 1a tiéu tuy méi dung.

“May khong moi du ddm cudi, tao cling hiéu duoc. Ca chuyén khong
lién lac gi v6i tao sudt nim nim rong ciing xong. Nhung khong thé co
chuyén nay dugc. Cung nhau dimg trén san dau sudt tdm nim rong 13 cai gi
v6i may chir. Khi nghe Nakatani ké chuyén, tao da rat budn long. C6 thé
hoi y kién mét cau ciu thu dy bi kém mot tudi ma khong thé ké cho tay bét
bong da chan dugc c ném forkball tim thap* cia may 13 sao?”

Nhiing 161 cia Kadowaki khién Etou nhan mit lai kho so.

“That ra, tao khong c6 ¥ béo cho dong ddi trong ddi bong chay. Tao biét
néu 1am thé, kiéu gi ciing lot dén tai may. Véi lai, moi nguoi ai ciing ban

ron. Tao cling chang mudn moi nguoi phai nang long thém vi nhitng diéu
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chang thé gitip noi. Nhung Nakatani van thi thoang lién lac vdi tao, con hoi
tinh hinh con gai nita. Tao cam thay kho s& vi phai n6i d6i nén mai ké tinh
hinh cho n6 hay,” roi con thém mot cau xin 10i ngén gon.

Kadowaki nhu bi nuét mat ludi, anh lac ddu. Nghi dén tinh canh Etou
hién nay, anh chang thé trach moc gi hon. Hon ca, anh ciing thdy an han vi
da chang lién hé gi suét ndm nim nay.

Hai nguoi timg thudc doi bong chay cua cong ty. Méi quan hé giira tay
ném va tay bat bong chinh. Poi ctia ho tham chi timg lot vao giai bong chay
thanh phd. C6 thoi ky, Etou lot ca vao mit xanh cta nhirng dng bau chuyén
nghiép. Vil khi cta cdu ta 12 nhitng ci ném téc d6 va ctii ném forkball tam
thap.

Sau khi rat khoi bong chay, Etou chuyén sang phong kinh doanh.
Kadowaki nghi viéc & cong ty, ké thira cong ty thyc pham cia gia dinh co
tir thoi 6ng minh. Anh von d3 hira véi 6ng sé ké thira cong ty. Nhung boi vi
qua chi tim vao bong chdy, anh da chénh mang viéc hoc vé kinh doanh.

Nhitng thay d6i vé hoan canh khién anh ciing b6t qua lai véi nhiing
dong doi cii. Nhat 1a giira Kadowaki va Etou vén ciing xay ra vai chuyén
nén ca hai c6 gitr khoang cach vo1 nhau. Pon gian 1a vi nguot1 Kadowaki
thwong tham nhiéu nim di két hon véi Etou. Kadowaki khong hé biét hai
ngudi d6 da bi mat hen ho v6i nhau. Bai vi khong biét, anh mai trat nhiing
tam tu vé ngudi ay cho Etou. Etou di nghe nhiing diéu d6 véi tm trang ra
sao nhi, suy nghi d6 khién anh khong thé nao gidp mat véi cau ta duoc.

Vay ma da nam nam. Kadowaki ciing khong giir thanh kién gi. Chi 1a
chang c6 co hoi nao dé lién lac voi nhau thoi, dé moi tht tréi qua dén tan
bay gio.

Thé rdi, cau em kém mot tudi trong do1 bong chay, Nakatani da lién lac
v6i anh. Cau chuyén cdu ta ké lai qua stc bat ngo. Etou mudn diang ky cho

con gai di ghép tim ¢ nudc ngoai nhung can rat nhiéu tién, hién dang nghi
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dén chuyén quyén gop ung hd nhung khong c6 ai dang tin twong dé nho
cay nén dang rat dau dau. Chuyén 1a thé day.

Trong tim Kadowaki con 1én nhitng suy nghi. Anh khong c6 bat cir hoai
nghi gi. Sau khi chia tay vé1 Nakatani, anh goi vao s6 dién thoai ctia Etou
hoi duogc tir cau ta. Sau vai cau dua chuyén, anh bao luon 1a co diéu mudn
no6i, hen mai gdp nhau.

“Yukari khoe cht?” Sau khi cung ly bia tuoi mung lau ngay gap lai,
Kadowaki hoi. Yukari chinh 1a tén ngudi con gai Kadowaki tirng yéu.

“A, ndi sao nhi? Con gai dang thé kia thi chang thé néi 1a khoe khoan
vui vé gi,” Etou tra 101, giong chung xubng.

“Con bé chic ciling 1én bdn rdi nhi. Tén gi thé?”

Etou cAm léy xi€n ga nudng, cau ta chidm dau s6t viét chit Yukino. “Doc
1a Yukino.”

“Tén hay ddy. Do ai nghi vay?”

“Ba x4 nha tao. Mong nudi 10n truéong thanh mot cb con gai trang tréo.
Suy nghi that gian don.”

Nghe Etou n6i ra miéng “ba xa nha tao” tu nhién nhu vay khi nhic toi
Yukari, Kadowaki ciing chang nghi ngoi gi nhiéu.

“Cho coi anh di. Chic trong may may luu nhiéu 1am phai khong?”

Etou cho tay vao trong 4o khoac ngoai, léy dién thoai. Sau khi ludt luot
qua mot luc, cau ta dat may trudc mat Kadowaki. Trén man hinh 1a mot bé
gai mic 40 phong mau hong. Co bé cam voi nudc trén tay, cudi toe toét.
Trong vira gidng Yukari, lai c6 nhitng nét dic Etou.

“Dé thuong qua. Sic da cling khoe manh ddy. Nhung trang thé ndy can
thém chut ram néng nita”, anh vira tra lai dién thoai cho Etou vira noi vay.

“Pay 1a anh tir thoi con bé con cb thé ngay ngay ra ngoai choi duoc,”
Etou cho dién thoai vao tii 4o trong. “Da né bay gio khong goi 1a trang

nira, xdm ngoét thi dung hon.”
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Kadowaki thay dau vao trong miéng. “Tim c6 van dé ha?”

Etou néc bia, gat dau.

“Chimg din ddy chang tim. Biét vé day chang tim ch&? Can bénh suy
giam chirc ning day chang. N6 1am giam kha ning bom mau cho co thé.
Khéng chéac chin nguyén nhan, ciing c6 kha nang do di truyén. Vi vay, bon
tao mo1 danh théi khong sinh thém dtra thir hai nira.”

“Vay la bénh bam sinh sao...”

“Nhung hoi dau, bénh cling chang dén murc ning lam. Udng thude vao,
han ché van dong qué strc, con bé ciing c6 thé di hoc miu gido nhu ngudi
khac. Nhung dén khoang nam ngoai, nd tr¢ nén ludi van dong, co thé dot
ngdt chuyén bién xau di. R6i thi nén mura, khong thé an udng duoc nira.
Cho né vao vién va tién hanh nhiéu kiéu tri liéu ro6i nhung khong c6 dau
hiéu kha quan. Thé r6i, ngudi ta thong bao rang chi c6 cdy ghép tim mai
ctru n6i.”

Kadowaki rén kh& mot tiéng, “Nhu vay sao...”

“No6i cdy ghép tim thé thoi, dau c6 dé dang dén thé. Néu 1a nguoi
truong thanh con c6 kha nang duoc nhan hién tang & trong nude, nhung cac
truong hop tré nho thi khong thé hi vong gi. Ludt ghép tang moi stra d6i da
cho phép tré em duogc hién tang néu nhu c6 su chap thudn tir phia cha me
nhung thyc sy 14 gan nhu khong c6.”

“Vay la phai sang My u?”

“Theo Luét ghép tang trudc khi sira doi, cAm hién tang ngudi chua du
15 tudi, néu tré con & Nhat dang ky cdy ghép tang thi chi c¢6 cach ra nude
ngoai. Ta ctr theo dung nhiing budc do. Tao cling cir theo ding cac thu tuc
d6 thoi nhung khi biét mirc chi phi thi moi tht t6i sim lai,” Etou chdng ca
hai tay 1én ban thé dai, lac dau.

Kadowaki vuon ngudi 1én trudc. Anh hiéu bay gio méi 1a van dé chinh

yeu.
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“Chuyén d6 thi hiéu nhung sao lai 1én t6i mac d6. Nghe Nakatani bao
1a dén hon 200 triéu yéu. That thé sao?”

“A, ding day. Chinh xéc thi can dén 260 triéu.”

“Sao lai nhiéu dén marc ddy... Hay may bi lira r6i?”

Etou v&i tay lay cdc bia nhung roi lai ngimg lai, cuoi cay ding, “Ai cha
vay.”

“Nhung ma...”

Etou rt so tir cai cap dé canh d6 rdi mo ra.

“Moi chuyén khong chi don gian la gia dinh ba ngudi di may bay loai
thuong sang My, phau thuat roi trd vé thoi dau. Phai thué may bay riéng dé
dua sang ddy. Loai may bay co trang bi ddy du thiét bi y té, dd phuc vy,
thudc nude, ngudn dién va binh oxy. Puong nhién, ngudi thudng dau cod
thé 1én may bay do, phai 1a nhitng nhan vién c6 nghiép vu han hoi di cung.
Trong s6 nhan vién phai bao gom ca bac si va y ta. Khoi can phai néi, chi
phi cho ho trong thoi gian tai nudc d6 cling do bén minh chi trd. Nhitng
nhén vién do s& vé ngay thoi nhung chi phi sinh hoat trong khi tim dugc noi
tang thich hop cling con ton nhiéu. Khong chi tién ¢, con tién sinh hoat phi.
Hon ca 1a vién phi cho con bé nita. Vi khong biét duogc chinh xac lic nao
méi nhan dugc tang nén ciing khong thé & ngoai tri dugc. Tinh trang nay
c6 thé kéo dai nhiéu thang. Trung binh thi 12 khoang hai, ba thang nhung
khong c6 gi bao dam 1a chi mtc d6,” Etou ngang mat 1én khoi quyén so,
cudi héo hon bét luc. “Nghe thoi da thay kho roi dting khong?”

Tuy ddéng cam véi ban nhung Kadowaki khong gat dau. “Mat dén hon
200 tri€u thi that...”

“Khéng chi c6 thé thoi dau. Co bao dam dugce hét khoan kia thi cling
chi chua dén mot nira tong thé dau.”

“La sao?”

“Dung la bénh vién & My c6 nhan cac ca cay ghép ndi tang cho nguoi
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ngoai qudc nhung khoan tién ta tinh tong trude kia chi 1a khoan dat coc
phai tra thoi. Con chinh thirc 1a bao nhiéu thi con tiy bénh vién. Phia bénh
vién tao guri hd so ding ky mét phi trong duong véi khoang 150 triéu yén.”

“Pén muc d6...” Anh nhu nin thd.

“Ma déy con la bénh vién loai ré do. Tuy theo tinh hinh tirng bénh vién
nhung nghe c6 ca diang ky dén 400 triéu lién. Pay 1a sinh mang nén ciing
khong thé noi dén chuyén dit ré gi dugc nhung 1a thé diy.”

“S4 tién 16n thé, ngudi thudng sao co thé tra ndi.”

“Vay nén mdi phai quyén tién. Nhu di néi r6i, hién tao dang lo tién
hanh ding ky cho ca phau thuat cay ghép tang & nudc ngoai. Ca van dé
quyén tién nita. Panh phai cai dau trude thién ha, nhd ho gitp d& cho thoi.
Nhiéu ngudi cling dd 1am vay. Chuyén nghe thi budn nhung ciing chi con
cach nay. Si dién hay tu trong chiang c6 chd ¢ ddy. Chuyén tinh mang con
gai minh ma,” d6i mat budn kho cta Etou nhu dang nudi mot thir anh sang
quyét tam.

Kadowaki nam dan tinh hinh. Anh con ban tin ban nghi khi nghe
Nakatani ké chuyén nhung tinh hinh c6 vé thé tham hon ca tudng tuong.

“Hiéu rdi,” anh noi.

“Pé tao giup may. Tao c6 nghe Nakatani ké réi nhung c6 vé khong c6 ai
dung ra chu tri ding khong? Tao biét may va Yukari khong co thoi gian. Dé
tao 1am vay. Ta phai gom vé 260 triéu ding khong?”

“Nhung ma, may ciing c6 cong viéc cia may co ma?”

“Pung 1a thé. Nhung tao c6 thé sip xép thoi gian. Tuy tréng tao Gi xui
vay nhung ciing 1a doanh nhan day.”

“Kadowaki,” Etou nghen 161. Mo1 mim chat. Lan dau tién, nhin théy tia
mau han 1én trén d6i mit 4y, 16ng nguc cua Kadowaki ciing ndng 1én.

“Tao ludn hdi han,” Kadowaki noi. “Tai sao lac 4y lai khong thé noi ndi

cau chuc mung. Tao biét may nhét dinh co thé mang lai hanh phuc cho
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Yukari nhung tao lai chang thé néi ndi. Pén tan gio, tao van khong thé nao
tho1 buc minh. Bon may két hon nodi bo kiéu thé trong khi dang ra c6 thé
1am that 16n, phai moi cac dong ddi cil trong doi bong chay thi khong co 1y
gi lai khong moi tao duge. Vay nén, hay dé tao bu dép cho bon may. Mot
tay ném dang trong thé ting thi chi co tay bat bong ctru ndi thoi con gi.”

Etou nghe nhirng 161 Kadowaki n61 v&i d61 may x6 lai, ngon tay cai va
ngodn tro ban tay trai bop bop hai bén thai dwong. Thé rdi, ciu ta ngang dau
1én, tir ngit d3 co thé sap xép thanh 1oi.

“Khi nghi dén chuyén quyén tién nay, tao nghi dén may dau tién. Thuc
ra, tao rat muén hoi ¥ kién may. Nhung tao khong dam. Chi riéng may 1a
tao khong dam nho va. Dén tan bay gid, tao van cam thiy thé. Tao khong
thé nhd may.”

“DPo1 da nao. Tao noi1 la...”

“Nghe tao di,” Etou gio tay phai ra nhu c6 y ngéan lai Kadowaki.

“Tao da nghi 12 khong thé nhd dén may nhung khi suy nghi xem c6 thé
nhd va ai hay khong, thi tao chiang nghi ra dugc ai khac ca. Hon nita, néu
x€ét xem phdi nho ai thi dau ctru gitp dugc Yukino. Tao chi c6 mdt con
duong dé chon thoi.”

“Vay...”

Etou nhin théng vao Kadowaki. Hai tay dat 1én trén dui, cau ta cui dau
that thap, “Cam on may. Xin nhd may day.”

Ngon lira trong long Kadowaki da bat dau bung 1én, lan ra toan co thé.
Khéng tim ra duoc 101 nao dé dap lai, anh ctr im nhu thé. Im ling réi chia
ban tay phai ra.

Etou dang cui dau ciing ¢ vé nhén ra diéu d6 nén ngude 1én. Khi anh
mat hai ngudi gip nhau, Kadowaki kh& vay ban tay phai dang chia ra kia.

Etou nam ldy ban tay 4y. Ban tay da timg ném nhimg phat bong cuc

nhanh ngay nao gio d2 mém hon nhi€u ro6i. Kadowaki nhin vao mat ban,
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bop mat cai that manh.
4

Thudng thi quyén tién ¢ cac khu thwong x4 16n hay thu vé kha hon.
Khéng chi béi vi noi nay ludn c¢6 dong ngudi tu tap. Nhitng nguoi dén day
v6i muc dich mua sam 1a chinh nén ai ciing déu it nhiéu ring rinh tién
trong tai. Khong can biét bao nhiéu phan trim trong ho c6 nhiéu tién, chi
can vao thung quyén gop 1a on.

Hom nay, mot tép ba muoi bé hoc sinh tiéu hoc tai ngdi trudng trong
khu Etou sinh séng ciing tham gia. Chi can cac bé xép hang dimg d6, 1én
giong “Xin cac chu cac c6”, “Mot yén thoi cling duoc”, “Mong gitip do em
Yukino sdp vao trudng di hoc cing ching chau” thi chang c¢6 ngudi binh
thudng nao lai nd 1ong budc qua ndi. Nhin nhitng ngudi qua lai véi vé mat
chiu thua rat vi ra nhu thé, anh cam thay mot 4p luc dé 1én minh nhung
khong thé nao noi duge theo kiéu cach ngot ngao nhu thé, Kadowaki ty néi
v61 minh nhu vay. Thoit han dét coc tién da sép t6i 1o

Anh nhin dong hd thi ciing sip 3 gio. Kadowaki budc lai gan nguoi
gido vién dén trong coi lil tré. “Cam on anh nhiéu. Ciing sap stra hét gio roi
do.”

“A, vay sao?”

Sau khi nguoi thay gido d6 kiém tra lai gio, anh ta tién vé phia trudc
mot budc, hudng vé phia nhimg dira tré dang sap thanh hang.

“Nao, cac em da vat va roi. Moi nguoi déu da c6 gang rat nhiéu. Hom
nay dén day thoi nhé. Hiy chuyén cac thung quyén gép cho cac cb chu di
nao.”

“Vang a,” cac chau bé dap lai vui vé roi bit dau trao cac thung quyén
g6p cho nhan vién. Chi nhin hoat dong d6 thoi, anh di cam thay sttc ning
ctia tirng cai hop 1i. Lidu c6 duge dén 500 nghin yén khong nhi, Kadowaki

tir tinh nham trong dau. Gan day, anh di dan c6 kha ning nham tinh sd tién
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tir trude khi mé hop quyén gop ra roi.

Cac chau nho tap trung lai chd thay phu trach cia minh nén Kadowaki
quay veé phia cac chau.

“Cac ban nho, hdom nay cam on moi ngudi rat nhiéu. Tung dong tién
dang quy cac chau da gom gop lai, cha s€ gui vao quy ‘Yukino’. Chu xin
thay mat cha me Yukino, cam on cac chau rat nhiéu,” anh chi dau that thép.

Thﬁy gido cu déy déy, mot ciu bé mai dén trude mit Kadowaki. Cau bé
chia ra mot phong thu.

“Pay 1a sb tién bon chau tu quyén gop duoc. Mong né s& gitp duoc gi.”

Mot diéu khong ngd toi, Kadowaki nhin cdu bé day ngac nhién. Chang
ta dang ngai ngung. Thay phu trach thi gat ddu voi vé man nguyén.

“Cam on chau,” Kadowaki thép giong. “That vo cung cam on. Chu
cling sé& ké lai chuyén nay cho bd me Yukino nghe.”

Kadowaki quay lai chd cac thanh vién khac, chuan bi ra vé. Anh giao
cho Matsumoto Keiko phong bi nhan dugc tir dam tré. Xtc dong that, co éy
t6 vé cam dong siu sic.

“0, con thiéu mot hop quyén gop.” Kadowaki nhin nhitng cai hop xép
hang not1 do.

“Ha?” Matsumoto Keiko ngang dau 1én thi nghe ding sau c6 tiéng noi
“Mong moi ngudi gitp d& cho”. Quay lai thi thdy mot minh Shinshou
Fusako van dang kéu goi nhirng nguoi qua duong.

“Xin gitp d& gitm. Hay quyén gop tién cho ching t6i. Hay giup chau
Etou Yukino ¢6 tién phiu thuit ciy ghép tim.”

Kadowaki kiém tra lai gio giéc roi lai gﬁn cO ta. “Chi Shinshou,” anh
goi, nhung dudng nhu chang c6 16i nao lot vao tai, cling chang c6 phan Gng
gi. Anh phai v vai tir phia sau thi méi thay c6 ta quay dau lai.

“Hoém nay dén day thoi.”

“Nhung chi mot chut thoi.”
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Kadowaki chi vao dong ho.

“Sap 3 gio mat roi. Ta da hira 13 chi hoat dong dén 3 gio thi bén phia
khu thuong x4 méi cho phép ddy. Quy tic ctia hoat ddng quyén gop 1a tuan
thi gio' gidc. Chung ta khong dugc phép 1am phién cac cira hang khac nita.”

Shinshou Fusako nhu nhén ra diéu gi do, anh mét danh lai va biéu cam
cling lang dan.

“Pung rdi. Xin 151, t61 da khong dé ¥ dén diéu do...”

Kadowaki cuodi véi ¢ ta.

“Chi khong can xin 16i dau. Toi hiéu chi nhiét tinh dén thé nao ma.”

Nhung c6 ta van 1i nhi dap lai, “Xin 15i nhé”.

Hai nguoi quay lai chd nhém nhan vién. Cac nhan vién tinh nguyén da
tan vé gan hét nhung Kadowaki can phai vé vin phong cing doi
Matsumoto Keiko. Ho con phai tinh toan s tién thu dugc nira.

“Anh nay,” Shinshou Fusako noéi. “To61i cling tham gia v&1 moi nguoi
duoc chu?”

“Y chi la vé van phong?”’

“Vang. Néu khong phién moi ngudi.”

Kadowaki va Matsumoto Keiko nhin nhau roi git dau voi Shinshou
Fusako.

“Chiing t0i nao c6 tir chdi ai dén... nguoc lai con cuc ky hoan nghénh
d6 chir. Chung toi ciing mong c6 tinh nguyén vién dé co thé xac nhan giim
viéc quan ly tién nong da dugc thuc hi¢n can trong ra sao.”

“Da khong, t6i khong co y nghi ngd hay xac nhan diéu gi ca...”

“T6i hiéu. Py don gian chi 14 van dé cam xtc phia t6i ma thoi.”

Shinshou Fusako giit vé mat vo cam, d6i mat an sau 16p kinh chi chdp
c6 vai lan trude nhitng 1oi Kadowaki noi.

Nguoi phu nit ndy tham gia hoat dong quyén gop 1an dau tién vao ngay

Chu nhat hai tuan trude. Dia diém la mot cong vién dang co su kién ban
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hang ngoai troi. Lic dau, giong cb ta lao khiao chang thanh tiéng nhung
duong nhu cling dan quen, dén cudi cung ciing ho to khong kém bat ky ai.

Co ta ciing tham gia budi biéu dién tir thién t6 chirc Chu nhét tuan
trudc. Vay nén, hom nay 1a lan tht ba roi. Chi riéng viéc 1én tiéng mong
mudn tham gia da thdy con ngudi nay nhiét thanh dén thé nao.

Co ta 12 ngudi nhu thé nao, Kadowaki c6 chit luu tAm. Ngoai chuyén 1a
gido vién ra, co ta khong hé ndi gi vé ban than minh. Anh khong rd ngudi
nay tham gia hoat dong c6 phai don gian chi vi ban than thay dong cam véi
muc tiéu cua né hay khong.

C6 vé nhu Matsumoto Keiko ciing ¢6 cing mdi lo voi cdu, ¢ 4y ciing
c6 may 1an noi kiéu “Nhiét tinh thi ciing t6t nhung duong nhu ¢ cai gi do
lala.”

Kadowaki chot nghi, néu dwa Shinshou Fusako vé vin phong, c6 1& s&
biét duoc diéu gi vé co ta.

Vian phong 1a mét can ho muon dugc ¢ khu Nishiarai. Noi nay déy
thung cic tong dung cac loai may moc phuc vu cong viéc va tai liu nén
riéng cac thanh vién chinh thirc ngdi thoi ciing kho khan. C6 diéu, hom nay
thém Shinshou Fusako nita cling chi dugc nam ngudi nén cling khong gap
van dé gi vé chd ngdi.

Moi ngudi mé hop quyén gop trén chiée ban hop rdi bat dau tinh dudi
su chi dao cia Matsumoto Keiko. Co 4y 1a ban cung 10p thoi cip ba cua
anh dong thoi 1a quan 1y doi bong chay. Chong co ciing 1a mot dan anh trén
hai nim trong doi bong. Co 4y c6 ca bang ké toan nita nén ciing kha gioi
mAy vu tién nong. Khi tim nguoi phy trach ké toan cho quy hd tro 1an nay,
tén ctia Matsumoto Keiko hién 1én dau tién.

Ho tinh di tinh lai vai 1an. X4c nhin mot s tién lon ding nhu
Kadowaki du doan.

Két dé sin trong vin phong. Trudc con mat ching kién ctia moi ngudi,
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toan bo sb tién di thu dugc cho tit vao trong d6. Néu c6 thé chuyén ngay
vao tai khoan cta quy thi tét qua nhung hém nay 1a Chu nhat nén chi con
cach nay ma thoi. Néu chuyén tién qua ATM thi s6 tién xu lai qua 1on.

S6 tién thu dugc ngdy hom nay ngay 1ap tic dugc cip nhat 1én trang
cht. Vi nhirg hoat dong kiéu ndy, su minh bach 1a diéu kién can.

Sau khi x&c dinh lich trinh cac hoat dong tiép theo, mo1 nguodi giai tan.
Chi con lai Kadowaki, Matsumoto Keiko va Shinshou Fusako. Lic kiém
tién va sap xép lich trinh sap t6i, Shinshou Fusako chang néi ning gi. C6 1&
co ta nghi minh khéng dugc phép lam phién ching.

“Chi thdy thé nao?” Via rap mdy pha ca phé, Kadowaki vira hoi
Shinshou Fusako. “Moi viéc rat rd rang dung khong?”

“R0 rang u, cai nay... Thuc sy 1a vO cung nghiém tic. Moi nguoi, that
1a gioi. Cong viéc roi gia dinh, c6 dén ching ay tha phai lo lang vy ma
ching hé ngoi tay,” Shinshou Fusako ling 1& noi.

“Thu duoc tién vé rdi ma lai ngoi tay, ta s& chang biét dugc diéu gi rdi
s€ xay ra. Chi can chat vo ylabivu khéng lién. Gio mang Internet tién 11,
nhing 10i d6n thoi lan truyén trong nhay mat.”

“Vu khdng 14 nhu thé nao a? T6i van chua hinh dung ra dugc. Pay rd
rang la mot hoat dong tuyét voi dén thé.”

Kadowaki nhin Matsumoto Keiko van con dang chim chu trudc may
tinh, cuoi dau kho réi quay lai nhin Shinshou Fusako.

“C6 nhiéu thr lim, dau tién 1a nhitng ké c6 suy nghi xau. To6i s& khong
di vao chi tiét, nhung s6 tién thu dugc trong hoat dong ung hd co thuc su
chi dung cho hoat dong chita tri, phau thuat cdy ghép tim thoi hay khong
chang han, s& c6 nguoi dit ra nghi van d6. Ngudi nha bénh nhan hay ngudi
trong hoi quyén gop sé dung tién d6 dé an choi phung phi chang han. Ciing
nhiéu v kién cho ring truéc khi bat dau hoat dong quyén gop, dau tién bd

me phai thong ké toan bo tai san hay phai ban nha di. Chinh vi 1& d6, trén
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trang chil, chiing t6i can phai gidi thiéu ca khoan chi phi gia dinh Etou phai
chiu hay chuyén gia dinh con kha nhiéu no nan 13 vi thé.”

“Tbi c6 doc roi. Toi nghi rang thé da du sang t6 1am roi, vay ma...”

Kadowaki ldc dau.

“Thé gi6i c6 nhiéu loai nguoi lam. Khong thiéu nguoi thdy ngan ngai
trudc cai ¥ twong quyén gop dén hai trim bao nhiéu triéu yén nhu thé.
Chua ké ai s& 13 nguoi thu tién vé ciing 12 diém dé gay hiéu 1am. Nhom
thanh vién trong ‘Quy hd tro Yukino’ phai khéng c6 lién quan gi dén gia
dinh Etou. Puong nhién, tai khoan ngan hang cling phai tach riéng ra. ‘Quy
hd trg” khong dugc dua tién cho gia dinh Etou. Khi can dén tién phuc vu
viéc chita tri, ‘quy hd trg” s& thay mat gia dinh Etou tryc tiép chi tra cho
timg bén va timg khoan mot. Pau tién 1a khoan tién Gng trudc can chi tra
cho bénh vién & My, s tién d6 ciling s& tir tai khoan cia ‘Quy hd tro’
chuyén vao tai khoan ctia phia bén kia. Ngay ca chuyén nay néu khong giai
thich ki cling dé bi nguoi ta vu oan gia hoa ddy. Anh Etou c6 6 16, 15 c¢6 ké
nao dam thoc cho 1én trén mang rdi thic mic tai sao khong nhanh chong
ban di hay tién xang xe tir dau vao chéng han, chuyén gi ho cling viét dugc.
R6i d6 cii nén ban di, tam sao that ban kiéu gi ciing duoc dau tién xing xe
chang phai 13y tir tién quyén gop.”

Shinshou Fusako nhin may, “Lién quan dén tién nong dung 13 phién
phuc that diy.”

Kadowaki thao cai binh ca phé ra, rot ca phé vao ba cai tach xép hang
d6. Ca cai may pha ca phé 1an cdc tach déu khong phai d6 méi mua ma do
moi ngudi mang tGi. Bot ca phé 1a tién ti cia Kadowaki. Néu néi manh ra
thi tién dién nudc ldy tir “quy tng ho” ciing c6 thé néi 1a dung tién bat
minh.

“S6 tién qua 16n nén an twong von da chang tét dep gi rdi. Kiéu gi thi

hinh 4nh dung ti€én mua mang song van qua manh.”
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“Mua mang song u?” Shinshou Fusako c¢6 vé suy nghi lung lam.

“Nghe c6 vé ky la dung khong?” Matsumoto Keiko ndy gid van im ling
dot nhién lén tiéng. “Bi bénh thi di chita tri. Ta phai tra tién cho chuyén do.
D6 1a diéu ai ai cling 1am. Pé c6 thé ctru mang mot dira tré dang khong thé
ctru chita duoc, bac cha me nao ciing san sang dd tién ra mua. Tdi khong
hiéu diéu nay thi c¢6 gi khong phai.”

“Vay nén, van dé nam & sb tién”, Kadowaki dat mot tach ca phé trudce
mit Shinshou Fusako va mét tach trude mat Matsumoto Keiko. “Néu sb
tién khong phai 1a 260 triéu ma chi 1a 260 nghin yén thi nguoi ta c¢6 tu chi
tra cling chang ai thém quan tdm. Ho ciing khong néi dén chuyén mua
mang song. Tuy c6 vé hoi ton kém nhung chi can khoe hon thi t6t thoi.”

“T6i cling nghi vay. Néu c6 than phién thi ¢ thé néi thich thi sang My
ma kham di. Toi so phai nhin xudng chan minh va cam chiu mot cai gia cat
o 1am.” Noi vay roi Matsumoto Keiko udng ludn tach ca phé den.

Shinshou Fusako ciing gio tay 1ay tach ca phé. Nhung nging lai gitra
chung, “Nhung ma,” ¢6 ta m¢ mi¢ng.

“Co @6 don trach nhiém 1én bénh vién My ciing dau phai diéu hop 1y.”

“Y chi 1a sa0?”, Kadowaki hoi.

Shinshou Fusako xoay nguoi vé phia anh. P6i mat kinh nhu 16e 1én anh
sang.

“Anh c6 biét dén Hiép udc Istanbul chir?”

“Istanbul? Khong, chua timg nghe qua - Cau biét khong?” Kadowaki
nhu mudn ra ¥ hoi Matsumoto Keiko nhung ¢6 ay im lang lic dau.

“Hiép udc duoc Hoi dong Cay ghép noi tang Qudc té di tuyén bd vao
nam 2008. Noi dung Hiép udc nay thit chiat hon quy dinh vé viéc di sang
nudc khac nhan ciy ghép va khuyén khich tu cung tu cip ndi tang cho viéc
cdy ghép tang. Ca Nhat Ban ciing déng thuan véi Hiép udc d6. Nhung nd
chi mang tinh hudng dan, khong co bat ctr tic dung rang budc hay quy dinh
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xur phat gi ca. Nhung céc quoc gia di thira nhan Hiép udc nay nhu Uc hay
Ptic, nhitng quéc gia chap nhan dan Nhat nhdp cu cin ban cling khong
chap nhén cho ngudi Nhat phiu thuat ghép tang.”

Nghe nhiing 10i Shinshou Fusako noi, Kadowaki lic dau.

“Néu 1a chuyén nhiéu quéc gia cAm ngudi tir nudc khac dén phau thuat
ghép tang thi toi c6 nghe tir Etou. VAy nén, hién ta chi c6 thé dua vao My.”

“My 1a mot trong sd it qudc gia ngudi Nhat co thé ding ky phiu thuat
ghép tang. Nhung khong c6 nghia n6 khong c6 gior han.”

“Tdi cling c6 nghe vé chuyén d6. Ta c6 luat 5% con gi. Luat quy dinh
hang nam tiép nhan 5% nguoi ngoai quoc ghép tang.”

“Téan dung diém nay, ngay trudc nhitng pht hao cac tiéu Vuong quc A
Rap ciing tim dén M§. Nhung miy nim gan day, ty 1& 5% d6 phan 16n 1a
nguoi Nhat. Hon nira, nhitng bénh nhan Nhat Ban sang d6 ciy ghép thuong
hay dugc xép thir tu vu tién twong d6i cao trong danh sach bénh nhan cho.

“Anh chi hiéu tai sao ch?”

Kadowaki mim chat moéi, nhun vai.

“Co thé noi 1a do tra nhiéu tién con gi? Thiéu gi chi trich gay git vé van
dé nay dau. Pong tién c6 sttc manh sap dit thir ty ma. Nhung theo nhitng gi
t6i dugc nghe ké thi khong c6 chuyén d6 dau. Nguoi ta xem xét sap xép thir
tu tuy theo tinh trang bénh 1y cua bénh nhan déy chu.”

“Vang, to1 cling c6 nghe vay. Bénh nhan Nhat Ban hay dugc uu tién
hon ciing 1a do ty 1é bénh ning cao hon. Nghi di nghi lai thi ciing hién
nhién thoi, chi c¢6 nhitng ca nghiém trong bt budc phai ghép tang ching ta
mo&i chuyén qua d6 1am phiu thuat ma. Nhung chi riéng chuyén d6 ciing da
1a su that da dé xép nhitng bénh nhan ngudi My chua dén muc cip ciu
xubng dudi hang vu tién roi. Pem chuyén d6 1am déi tuong phan xét ciing
chiang qua dang dau. Vay nén, phia bénh vién doi hoi mirc dit coc cao ciing

dé gi6i han sd lwong bénh nhan Nhat ghép tang qua My. Ca nhiing bénh
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nhan My dang cho doi kia cling danh chdp nhan khi nghe noi phia Nhat
Ban di chi tra mot khoan tién 16n nhu thé. Noi tém lai, sttc manh déng tién
cling 1a thuc té.”

Quan sat gwong mat khéng hé thay d6i biéu cam cua Shinshou Fusako
khi né1 nhitng 161 d6, Kadowaki cam nhan sau sdc vi sao Matsumoto Keiko
no6i chi ta ky di. Luc nghe néi mudn vé van phong, anh chi cho rang co ta
mudn biét thém vé nodi dung hoat dong nhung c6 vé muc tieéu khong nam &
do. Tu luc nao, vai tro hdi thoai trong nhom Kadowaki da xoay vong.

“Vay thi, y chi la sao?” Matsumoto Keiko no61 voi giong ra vé khoé chiu.
“Khong nhat thiét phai sang d6 ghép tang. Hoat dong giy quy ciing c6
diém khién cudng?”

Shinshou Fusako thu 4nh mét lai suy nghi mdt lac, “Vang,” c6 ta noi.
“Pung thé. Qua that toi ciing thay ky la.”

“Néu thé chij rat ra cling dugc. Ty chi mudn giup do roi du theo hoat
dong cua bén nay day cha, chi c6 ¥ gi?” Matsumoto Keiko bat ddu khau
chién, d6i mét vin 1én.

“Nao, nao”, Kadowaki c6 xoa dju tinh hinh, rdi xoay sang Shinshou
Fusako.

“T6i biét c6 nhitng tranh cdi xung quanh viéc cdy ghép ndi tang kiéu
nay. Nhung chiing t6i khong phai chinh trj gia, ciing chang c6 vai trd gi lién
quan. Vi d6 1a cach duy nhat dé ctru con ctia ban minh, chi can khong sai
luat thi day 1a con duong duy nhat ctia chiing toi, bat chap ai néi ky la ciing
mac.”

Nghe anh no6i thé, Shinshou Fusako thoang né mot nu cuoi hiém co.

“T6i n6i ky la khong ¢ ¥ chi hoat dong ctia anh chi. Toi chi thay ky la
vO1 tinh canh cac anh chi b1 dat vao ma thoi.”

Van khong hiéu cb ta thuc ra c6 ¥ gi, Kadowaki ciing gia bo gat gu.

“Nhu d3 noéi luc ndy, Nhat Ban ciing dong y voi Hiép ude Istanbul.
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Xubi theo d6, ciy ghép tang can phai tu cung tu cip hoa, nghia 1a phai dinh
huéng tién hanh trong pham vi mdi nudc. Luat ghép tang sira doi nam 2009
cling vi 1& d6. Theo nhu sira d6i 4y, truong hop nhitng bénh nhan di bj chét
ndo khong c6 kha ning dua ra y kién chinh thirc cia minh c6 thé tién hanh
hién tang néu gia dinh ho chip thuan. Chua ké, ngay trudc luat cam tré
duéi 15 tudi hién tang, gio' ciing dugce cho phép néu co su dong ¥ cua bd
me. Nhung ké ca sau khi da stra d6i, hién tang tré em van hau nhu van chua
c6. Khong phai vi khéng c6 nhitng tré bi chét ndo. La do bd me tir chdi.
Dan dén hau qua 1a nhitng dua tré nhu Yukino khong thé cay ghép ndi tang
trong nudc ma chi con cach di sang My. Ma néu ¢ thé ding ky phau thuat
trong nudc thi bao hiém ciing chi c6 thé d& cho vai chuc triéu, van phai tiéu
tén dén hon hai trim triéu yén. To6i chi mudn ndi 14 tinh canh nay ky la
qua.”

Nhin guong mat Shinshou Fusako n6i chuyén nhu vay, Kadowaki nhan
dinh dugc c6 ta mudn tham gia hoat dong lay tu tudng cai thién van dé nay
lam chii chét. Co ta dang dat ra cAu hoi v6i tinh trang cdy ghép ndi tang
hién nay tai Nhat Ban.

Kadowaki thé hat, khé xua tay.

“C6 thé noi 1a ky la. Nhung ta cling nén hiéu cho tdm 1y nhitng bac cha
me di tir chdi viéc hién tang. To1 chua két hon, chua co con nhung nghi
dén chuyén rach nat than thé bon tré 1dy noi tang ra ciing thay thuong lam
r0i.”

“Khoéng hé rach nat dau. Sau khi 14y ndi tang ra, bac si s& khau lai dang
hoang, tra thi thé sach dep vé cho gia dinh co ma.”

“Unm, c6 thé van dé nam d6,” Kadowaki khoanh tay gat gu.

“T6i c6 dira con trai 1én muoi,” Matsumoto Keiko néi. “Ta khong thé
dam chic s& khong co chuyén nhu vy xay dén. Mot khi da khong thé ciu

chira no1 thi dang nao cting dugc. Néu a1 d6 nodi co thé hién trai tim dé ctru
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dugc mot dira tré thi t61 nghi minh c6 thé chép nhan.”

“Chuyén don gian thé thoi sao?” Kadowaki nhin mot lugt gwong mait
hai nguo1 phu nit.

“Thi ta khong thé dam chic s& khong co chuyén nhu vay xay dén ma.
Néu bj tai nan, diu v&i mat hong ca 101, nguoi ta noi la s€ khong ctru chira
ndi nita, ciu van khong c6 ¥ dinh hién tang cta chung di hay sao?”

“Néu da roi vao tinh trang d6,” Shinshou Fusako néi tiép v4i giong lanh
lung, “lac dua dén bénh vién, ty 16 tim con dap thap lam.”

“Vay, ta phai hinh dung ra hoan canh thé nao day,” Matsumoto Keiko
bat dau cham chich.

“Vi nhu,” Shinshou Fusako néi, “tai nan dudi nudc chéng han?”

“Tai nan dudi nudc?”

“Ca hién tang dau tién cua Nhat Ban 1a ciu bé bi chét vi dudi nuée. Néu
con trai c6 Matsumoto cling bi chét dudi, roi vao tinh trang hon mé nhu
vay. Nguoi ta s& bat dau cho chau né thd bang mdy thd nhan tao, gan ti thir
may moc 1én nguoi nd. Nhung khong cé vét thuong ngoai da dang ké nao.
Mit né chi mai nham va roi vao tinh trang ngt say. Bac si noi thang bé da
bi chét ndo, néu quy vi chap thuan hién tang chiing toi s& tién hanh tham
dinh chét ndo. Tinh canh nhu thé thi sa0?”, Shinshou Fusako noi ranh mach
nhu thé d3 ting trai qua chuyén nhu thé.

Matsumoto Keiko chong cam trudc may tinh.

“Biét sao ddy... Néu khong tién hanh tham dinh thi sao?”

“Ctr thé thoi. Néu da chét ndo, ho ciing s& nglmg trg tim, dé bénh nhan
doi cai chét binh thuong.”

“Tién hanh tham dinh cling s& c¢6 truong hop khong phai 1a chét ndo
ding khong?”

“Duong nhién. D6 1a cudc kiém tra xac nhin diéu nay ma. Néu nim

dugc khong phai 1a chét ndo, ho s& nging tham dinh ngay 1ap tic. Tham
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dinh duoc tién hanh hai 1an, néu lan tht hai ciing xac dinh 13 chét ndo thi
chinh thtrc bao tir vong. Néu thé ta c6 tién hanh cdy ghép tang cling khong
thay d6i diéu gi. Nguoi da tir vong khong con co thé diéu tri duoc nira.”

Matsumoto Keiko 1ic dau that manh. D6i mit nhdm 1én tran. Nhu thé
dang tudng tuong con trai minh trong tinh canh do.

“Kho that déy,” co éy 1am bam. “Néu van con hi vong ctru duoc, chic
t6i chang thé suy nghi dén chuyén hién tang dau.”

“Béc si s& khong n6i nhimg diéu nhu vay néu con hi vong. Mot khi ho
dd noi dén thAm dinh ndo chét tie 1a ho khong con nghi ra dugc cach chira
tr1 kha quan nao roi, chi con nudce chd chét thdi.” Gigng noi1 cua Shinshou
Fusako mang mot strc doi hiém théy.

“Nhung néu khong c6 bat ctr vét thuong dic biét ndo bén ngoai, trong
nhu dang ngi, t6i khong dam nghi dén chuyén rat binh tho. Chac day ciing
la tam ly chung cua bac lam cha me th61.”

Ngdi nghe bén canh, Kadowaki ciing git gii. Anh hiéu cam xtc cta cd.

“Vay thi,” Shinshou Fusako 1én tiéng. Nhin guong mit d6, Kadowaki
giat minh. Mot cam giac lanh ling chua ting thdy van vuong noi d6. Nhu
thé da bo di cai mit na vo cam dé deo vao mot vé mit khac triét tiéu moi
loai cam xuc den tran trui.

Co ta tiép tuc, “Gia str, néu khong rat hoi thd cua dua tré ngay thi s&
thanh thé nao?”

“Khong rut ngay?” Matsumoto Keiko hoi.

“Lac nady, to1 co6 noi néu khong chép nhén chét ndo thi s& dé bénh nhan
chét binh thuong nhung ta khong thé biét duoc s& kéo dai bao 1au. Néu 1a
tré con, c6 thé s& mat mot thoi gian dai. Co nhiing ca kéo dai vai thang,
tham chi vai ndm,” noi thé rdi Shinshou Fusako lic dau. “Nén noi 1a duoc
cho sdng thi hon. Boi ban than bénh nhan dau con y thie nita. Nhung néu

con c0 ro1 vao tinh trang nhu vay, co s¢€ lam gi?”
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Matsumoto Keiko nhin Kadowaki v&i vé mat ngac nhién tot d6. Nhu
thé ¢6 4y mudn hoi ngudi dan ba nay sao lai c6 thé 16i ra nhimg 1y luan
kieu do.

“Néu la thé, néu thé... cha, chic t6i chi biét ing xur tly theo tinh hubng
tho1,” c6 kho nhoc dap 101.

Shinshou Fusako nhin dam dam vao c6.

“Khéng con ¥ thirc, dwong nhién ciing khong c6 kha ning giao tiép. Co
mudn mai chim lo cho mot dra tré phai duy tri sinh mang bang may moéc
khong? Vira ton rat nhiéu tién bac, khong chi kho cho minh ma con phién
cho nhiéu nguoi khac. Piéu d6 c6 thé mang lai hanh phic cho ai day. Co
khong nghi ddy chi 1a d& b me chung thoa mén cai t6i thoi hay sao?”

Matsumoto Keiko nhin mat, khép mat lai, tay phai gii gii ma. Sau mot
khoang dai ling im, “Xin 16i,” ¢ noéi. “Xin 16i nhé nhung t6i chua nghi sau
xa dugc dén thé. Cling khong muébn tuong tuong dén mot luc nao con trai
minh s& thanh ra nhu thé. Vay nén, dung 1a khong vao trong hoan canh thuc
thi khong thé hiéu duoc. C6 18 voi chi Shinshou, day chi 1a cau tra 15i cua
mot nguoi phu nit ngu ngde.”

“Ngu ngdc u, chuyén d6...” doi mat Shinshou Fusako ngan nudc, co ta
bdng trd nén bbdi rdi. Lan dau tién co ta mat binh tinh dén vay. “Xin 15i.
Chinh t61 cling da no61 qua.”

“Chi Shinshou,” Kadowaki 1én tiéng.

“C6 khi nao chi mudn 1am diéu gi d6 lién quan dén viéc ciy ghép noi
tang nén mai tham gia hoat dong cung chung t6i? Néu 1a nhu thé, chi ctr
thanh that n6i. C6 thé nhitng diéu chi mong méi rat tuyét voi nhung phia
chung t61 da xac dinh tranh moi tu twdéng mang tinh chinh tri.”

Sau khi Shinshou Fusako 1am bam trong miéng tir “tu tudng mang tinh
chinh tri”, ¢6 ta lic dau.

“Khong phai. Toi khong co ¥ d6. Toi chi mudn nghe ¥ kién cua hai
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ngudi ma théi. Chi 13, anh chi khong thay la sao? Toi hiéu tim 1y cua bac
lam cha me khi khong muén coéng nhan con minh d3 chét va ngan ngai
trude viée hién tang. Nhung mot sé qudc gia khac, khi ngudi ta dd xac nhan
1a chét ndo ho s& durng moi tr1 li¢u. Phy huynh noi doé tin ré’mg linh hon cua
nhirng dira con minh s€ lai duoc sinh ra trong mdt hinh hai khac. Ho mudn
thé xac cua con cai ho co thé giup ich phan nao cho nhitng dira tré dang
chiu kho s&, chd mong ndi tang khoe manh. Tt nhiing tu tuéng nay, chiing
ta moi c6 nhimg nguoi hién tang dang quy ay. Vay ma, nhitng nodi tang do
lai bi nhitng bénh nhan tir Nhat Ban tdi, danh cudp bang mot khoan tién
khéng 16. C6 1& nho d6, mét sinh mang tré con cua Nhat Ban dugc cuu
séng. Nhung thay vao do, mot dua tré ban xtr lai mat di mot co hoi duoc
ctru. Ta phai chiu chi trich tir qudc té 1a dwong nhién. Anh chi khong cho
réng Nhat Ban... nhitng bac cha me ngudi Nhat cling phai cép tién hon
sa0? Theo tiéu chuin hién tai, chua tung c6 bénh nhan chét ndo nao trén
toan thé gidi phuc hodi dugc ¥ thirc. Kéo dai tinh trang chét ndo vén khong
c6 nghia 1y gi. SO tién phai d6 vao cuc ky 16n chi dé duy tri sy ton tai ma
théi... Do 1a cai t6i cua bd me, cai toi cua nguoi Nhat. Néu moi nguoi nhan
thire duoc diéu nay, nhitng truong hop dang thuong nhu bé Yukino ciing sé
giam di rat nhiéu.”

Nhitng 101 d6 nhu ¢6 luc hat khién Kadowaki quén ludn ca tach ca pheé,
ctr nhin ddm dam vao miéng Shinshou Fusako. Mot mat anh théy so¢ khi
con ngudi nay co thé tron tru ndi ra nhimg diéu nhu thé va nhimg diéu co ta
n6i dang cho minh tdm nhin dé cai tién hoat dong cua chinh ho. Nguyén
nhan chinh 1a do cai t61 Nhat Ban sao?

“Xin 16i,” c6 ta chi dau. “Mot minh t6i cir ndi dai néi mai... Pay chic
cling khong phai van dé gi 16n véi hai ngudi. Toi khong néi dén chuyén
ctru Yukino, t6i chi mong sao c6 thé ctru gitp nhitng dira tré khac can cay

ghép nd1 tang, khong can phai di nudc ngoai.”
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Kadowaki thd ra mot hoi that 16n, anh gai gii dau.

“DPung la suy nghi cua chi khac hoan toan hoat dong ctia chiing t61. Tu
gid trd di, c6 18 chung toi s& tng hd ca viéc gia ting sé luong hién tang
ntra.”

“Nhung nhiing 161 d6 cling khong ctru dugc Yukino,” Matsumoto Keiko
no6i vy roi nhin Shinshou. “Chj ¢ cho rang chiing ti chi xem trong ngudi
quen, t0i cling chang cai.”

Shinshou Fusako van cit nhin Xuéng, roi cham rai lic dau.

“T6i hiéu rd tAm trang ctia moi nguoi. Néu ding trén lap trudng do,
chic toi ciing s& nghi vay. Chinh vi 1& d6, t6i méi mong ¢ thé gitp do gi
cho moi nguo1.”

Khong khi ¢6 chut gi ching xudng. Ba ngudi ciing nhdm vi ca phé.

“Chi Shinshou,” Matsumoto Keiko noi.

“Co khi nao, chi cling c6 ngudi quen nao dé doi cay ghép noi tang.
Nhung roi khong c6 ngudn cung va di xay ra chuyén dang budn gi
chang...?”

Shinshou Fusako dat cai tach Xuéng, mim moi.

“Khong han, toi chi thdy thuong thoi... Nhin tinh canh cua bao nhiéu
bac 1am cha me nhu thé, toi théy nguc minh nhoi dau.”

Pay c6 1& 13 101 n6i dbi, Kadowaki cam thdy diéu d6. Han 13 ¢6 ta cling
dang 6m trong 10ng ndi dau riéng. Diéu d6 di khién trai tim khong thé binh
yén.

Anh chot nhé ra diéu gi.

“Chj Shinshou, chi ¢6 muén di thim chau khong?” Nhiing 101 cua
Kadowaki khién Shinshou Fusako giat minh ddo mat. Anh néi tiép, “Pi
tham bé Yukino. Thét ra, khoan tién quyén gop ciling sip stra du dé tra
khoéan tién dit coc cho bénh vién & M¥ roi. T6i mudn bao cho gia dinh

chuyén nay, ciing ¢6 ¥y thdm hoi tinh hinh Yukino. Chj thay sao, ta cing di
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nhé?”

“To1 cling di1 dugce sao? T61 chi 1a nguoi ngoai thoi ma.”

“Chi khong phai nguoi ngoai,” Kadowaki noi. “Nghe chuyén cua chi,
t6i cam thiy c6 chit nguwong ngiing. TAm nhin ctia chiing t6i con thap kém
qua. Vay nén, toi cling mudn chi dem chuyén nay noi voi vo chong Etou.”

Shinshou Fusako nhin xuéng, ngdm nghi mot luc lau. Kadowaki ciing
khong tuéng tuong duge trong dau cd ta dang van vo voi nhitng suy nghi
thé nao nhung ddy chic chan 13 nhitng ¥ nghi nghiém tuc.

“Néu duoc, toi cling mudn di thim chau.”

“Vay ta quyét ngay thoi.” Kadowaki rut dién thoai ra.

5

Hom thir Bay sau ngiy Shinshou Fusako dén vin phong “quy hd tro”,

Kadowaki dua c6 ta dén bénh vién noi bé Etou Yukino dang diéu trj.
Trén dudng di, cb ta c6 nodi, “Toi c6 mua may the ndy tdi nhung khong biét
c6 6n khong?” rdi 161 tir trong thi gidy ra mot hop banh. Bén trong 13 banh
su kem.

“Ping dé bé Yukino nhin thay thi khong c6 van dé gi”, Kadowaki noi.
“Hinh nhu bén d6 nghiém khac véi ché 6 nudc va dudng trong khau phan
an 1dm. Luc ndo ciing chi cho an toan nhitng thir v6 vi, chic con bé ciing
am tc lam.”

“Vay sao? That dang thuong... Vay thi, khong nén dé con bé thay thém
nhi?”

“Khi vé, dua me con bé sau, tranh no nhin théy la duogc.”

“T6i s& lam thé. Pang ra khong nén mua may tht nay,” c¢6 vé Shinshou
Fusako thuc su théy an han. “Nhung ma, cai nay chic duogc nhi,” ¢ ta cho
lai hop banh vao trong tai gidy, tiép d6 16i ra mot con tho bong.

“Chic cai d6 thi khong co6 vin dé gi dau,” Kadowaki nheo mit.

“Nhung, sao chi lai chon th6?”
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“Trén website cia quy ung hd co trang cap nhéat tinh hinh cua Yukino
con gi. Moi ngudi ¢6 ding ca mot sd tranh nita, con bé hay vé tho nén toi
nghi chic no thich.”

“A, ra thé.”

Pung 1a mat ngudi 1am nghé gido c6 khac, Kadowaki thiy quan tam.

Phong bénh cua bé Etou Yukino 1a phong d6i. Nhung mdt bénh nhan da
Xuét vién tlr tudn trude nén hién tai co thé sir dung thoai mai.

Anh g6 ctra thi nghe tiéng phu nit moi ho vao. Kadowaki mé ctra ra.
Bén canh chiéc giudng bénh nhi, Etou dimg day, mic 4o phong polo.
Yukari ngdi phia ddi dién, c6 mic 4o phong va quan jeans.

“A, chao,” anh n6i véi hai nguoi kia roi nhin sang cO bé Yukino trén
giuong. “Chao chau.”

B¢ Yukino mic bo dd ngu mau xanh, ngéi dua vao mot cai géi 16n dém
sau lung. Cai cam nho bé va khuon mi¢ng khé dong, tao ra mgt am thanh
130 khao nho nhé. Chic c6 bé dang chao lai moi nguoi.

“Tinh hinh sao rdi?”, Kadowaki hoi Etou.

“U, van thé théi. Hom trudc, con bé cling c6 hoi dinh cdm mot chat,”
Etou ndi vy r6i nhin sang vo.

“Cam a? Thé thi khong 6n dau. Thé con bé dd khoi han chua?” Anh hoi
Yukari.

Co ay cuoi, gat dau.

“Con bé hoi bi sét mot chat, em ciing lo 1am nhung gio thi 6n ca roi.
Cam on anh nhé.”

“Thé thi tét. Moi nguoi déu dang dbc strc hd tro, nhé can than déy”, cau
nay 1a danh cho Yukino. Nhung ¢6 nhoc méi 1én bdn théi, mot ong cha
khong than quen t6 ra than thién nhu thé ciing khién bé lo ling.

Kadowaki quay lai phia sau lung.

“Anh c6 no1 chuyén voi Etou qua dién thoai 161, hdm nay anh muon
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gidi thiéu véi gia dinh mot nguoi nén dua chi ay dén day. Chi Shinshou day
da co6 long tham gia hoat dong quyén gbdp cung chung ta.”

Shinshou Fusako budc 1én, cai diu chao, “Tdi 1a Shinshou. Mong duogc
moi nguot gitup do cho.”

Yukari cling dting day, ¢ cti dau chao lai, “Cam on chi d gitp d5.”

“C6 clr ngdi di. Cham bénh cho chau chic vat va 1am.”

“Khoéng, nao co thé...” Yukari xua tay.

“That ra thi,” Shinshou Fusako ldy tir trong t0i gidy ra con tho bong lac
ndy, “t6i c6 mang chit qua dén cho bé Yukino.”

Guong mit Yukari rang r& han 1én, ¢6 dua hai tay 1én nguc.

“Cha, bé tho kia. Hay qué, Yukino 01.”

Shinshou Fusako lai bén givong, gio con tho ra trude mat Yukino. Véi
guong mit 1an 1on gitta cam xGc ngac nhién xen ngan ngai, Yukino nhin
me. Nhu thé c¢6 bé dang phan van khong rd c6 thé nhan hay khong.

“Nhan di con. Khi nhan qua ta phai néi thé nao?”

Khuon miéng Yukino khé map may. Lan ndy, cAu cam on nghe rd rang
hon hin. Vira cham tay vao con tho, cd bé 1ap tirc 6m siét 1ay nd. Guong
mat tréng nhot nd ra nu cuoi.

Trén ngudi cd bé ¢ gan tht day gi d6. D6 1a may tro tim danh cho tré
nho. Day dan d6 ndi v6i mot may kich tim dat canh giwdng va mot cai ong
nho.

Trai tim nhan tao co6 loai céy vao trong va loai thiét bi ngoai co thé.
Nhung may tro tim danh cho tré con thi chi c¢6 loai ngoai thé ma thoi. Co
thé qua nho nén khong c6 chd dé ciy may vao.

Gan day, Nhat Ban mai cho phép sir dung mdy tro tim nhan tao danh
cho tré nho. Trudc dé, ho van dung loai danh cho nguoi 16n nhung loai nay
dé x4y ra nguy co v& mach mau nén loai may danh cho bénh nhi méi duoc

chép thuan.
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May trg tim danh cho tré nhé khong dong nghia véi ty 18 ton thuong
huyét mach br?lng khong, chi duy tri cho dén lac co6 thé nhan duoc ndi tang
cdy ghép, néu str dung qué lau s& ddn dén nguy co nhdi mau nio.

Kadowaki nhin soi ddy nho nho néi véi co thé Yukino va trom nghi
chang con dudng lui nita roi.

“C6 Shinshou day,” anh néi voi Etou, “c6 ¥ kién ctia riéng minh vé tinh
trang cdy ghép ndi tang hién nay ctia Nhat Ban.”

“Ho,” Etou nhin ¢d ta véi mot anh mét khac.

“Y kién a, ciing dau dén muc,” Shinshou Fusako hoi cup mat xudng roi
ngang dau 1én mot lan nira. “Nhung néu so véi cac quéc gia Au My, toi
cam giac ching ta da cham tré qua lau roi. Thé nén, anh chi Etou méi phai
kho s& thé nay, d6 1a ¥ kién cta riéng t6i.”

“Y chj 13 do s lugng hién tang qua it?”

Shinshou Fusako gat dau trudc cau hoi cua Yukari.

“Pung vay. Dau c6 sira d6i Luat cdy ghép ndi tang nhung tinh hinh van
khong hé kha quan hon. Chinh phu ciing chang c6 mot bién phap tich cuc
nao. Néu clr thé nay, s€ lai co nhiéu dira tré roi vao tinh trang nhu Yukino.
T6i khong biét lidu c6 thé 1am gi trude tinh hinh nay.”

“Chiing t6i ciing thay kho so vi diéu ndy,” Etou noi. “Khi bac si noi chi
c6 thé ghép tang dé ctru Yukino, toi da rat séc. Nhung t6i thdy con vo vong
hon khi ho bao véi t6i rang ty 1¢ ghép tang ngay tai dat nudc nay 1a gan nhu
bang khong.”

“Téi cling nghi vay. Chinh vi thé, t6i mai noi dat nude nay da qua cham
tré.”

“Nhung ma,” Yukari lam bam.

“Em c6 thé hiéu tdm 1y cua nhiing bac cha me khong muén hién tang
ctia con cai minh. Néu Yukino khong bi cin bénh quai 4c ndy ma gip phai

tai nan chét ndo, r61 ho hoi em c6 hién tang con khong, em han cling s€ ban
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khoan 1am.”

C6 vé nhu cling cing tAm trang v6i vo, Etou lang 18 gat dau.

“Thé m&i ndi luat méi khong duoc & chd d6,” Shinshou Fusako chét lai
mot cau. “Gio, ta dang noi dén chuyén chét nio dang khong? Diéu lién
quan mat thiét 1a mot khi khong dong ¥ hién tang, ta s& khong biét dugc
nguodi d6 chét ndo hay khong vi ho sé& khong tién hanh tham dinh. Do
khong tién hanh tham dinh, cac béc si chi dung tir ‘c6 18”. C6 18 1a chét nio,
thé thoi. Nhung cach noéi nay khong thé khién cho cha me dtra tré ra quyét
dinh duoc. Trai tim ching van dap, sdc mit van con tét. Ching co6 bac cha
me nao mudn cong nhan con cai minh da chét. Chinh vi vay, ta can cai cach
luat phap. Néu di xac dinh bénh nhan c6 ty 16 chét ndo cao thi phai nhanh
chong tham dinh. Mot khi d3 xac dinh 1a chét ndo tic 13 tir vong, lap tuc
ngimg moi chira tri. Néu c6 nguyén vong hién tang thi s& duy tri sinh mang
- nhu thé c6 phai tot khong. B6 me chung ciing ¢ thé tir bo. SO luong
ngudi hién tang cling sé ting.”

Sau khi hung hon noi ra mot trang, co ta hoi vo chéng Etou, “Anh chi
c6 nghi vay khong?”

Yukari nhin chong roi gat dau.

“Van dé nay kho dy. Néu c6 thé lam nhu nhimng gi ta noi thi tt, nhung
quy dinh nhu thé ciing c6 1y do ctia no...”

“Do chinh tri gia va nhitng ngudi c6 quyén han khong muén chiu trach
nhiém thoi. Ho khong c¢6 diing khi dé quyét dinh chét ndo di phai 1a chét
chua, tu tuong théa hiép dan dén b luat hién tai. Ho cling khong nghi duoc
rang vi nd bao nguoi d phai chiu kho thé nao.” Shinshou Fusako nhin
nghiéng nghiéng xudng dudi réi mai lay hoi néi tiép, “Anh chi biét nhimng
dtra tré chét ndo truong ky chu?”

Vo chong Etou c6 vé bang hoang dén im liang. Do cum tir con la 1Am

vo1 ho chang.
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“Khi bac si noi co 18 con anh chj bi chét ndo, nhirng bac cha me¢ khong
mudn chép nhan diéu d6 sé lya chon mai cham soc cho dua tré dau khong
¢6 co hoi phyc hoi. Cac anh chi nghi sao vé chuyén nay? Co thiy phi hoai
khong?”

Yukari nhan may, 161 khé nhoc dap, “Em hiéu... cam gidc cua ho.”

“Nhung néu hién tang ctia dtra tré do, ta c6 thé ctru giup duoc cho ai do
thi sao?”

“Diéu d6 thi that 1a...”

“Chi Shinshou,” Etou néi. “Mong chi ding hiéu 1am, chung t6i khong
hé mong sé& co dura tré nao bi chét ndo dau. Toi cling d3 ban véi vo minh
roi. Tuy quyét dinh gom tién va cdy tang & nudc ngoai nhung chung t6i da
tir bo hi vong kiém dugc ngudi hién tang roi nén chi dimg ndi ra nhiing 15i
nhu thé. Co nguoi hién tang ciing dong nghia véi chuyén mot dira tré qua
doi & dau d6, han s& c6 nhiéu nguoi phai dau kho. Chung t6i nghi phiu
thudt ghép tang xuat phat tir thién y nén khong c6 y mong chd hay hi vong
qua nhiéu. Chung t6i cling khong c6 bat cir kho chiu gi v6i nhitng nguoi
khong chip nhan chuyén chét nio, c6 gang tiép tuc cham séc con cai cla
ho. Béi vi, dta tré van con séng doi voi nhirng bac cha me d6 con gi. Néu
d3 vay, d6 chiang phai 1a mot sinh ménh can phai tran trong hay sao? Quan
diém cua toi 1a thé day.”

Nhitng 161 n6i ciia mot 6ng bd dang mong moi duge cdy ghép tang cho
con khong rd s& c¢6 anh hudng thé nao trong long Shinshou Fusako. Chi ¢6
d6i trong den cir mii dua qua dua lai sau cip mat kinh nhu d3 t6 céo trai
tim c0 ta.

“T6i hiéu rdi,” ¢b ta ndi. “Anh chi da giup t6i tham khao dwoc nhiéu
diéu. Tai thuc long cau mong con gai anh chi s€ s6m hoi phuc,” roi lich sy
cti dau.

“Cam on chi1”, Etou dap lai.
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Sau khi tién Shinshou Fusako, Kadowaki cing Etou di udng. Yukari da
bao hai nguoi cir di vi lau 1am mai c6 thé thanh thoi.

Ho vao mdt quan com quen thudc. Pau tién 13 goi bia chic mung thanh
qua cua dogt gay quy.

“Nguoi do cling la that,” Etou dung mu ban tay quet 16p bot con sot
trén miéng roi noi.

“Y may la chi Shinshou d6?”

“U. Tu nhién bi héi nhitng chuyén dé, tao thay ciing ngac nhién.”

“G14 ma tao khong gidi thi€u chi ta.”

Etou cudi dau kho, 1ic dau.

“Khoéng dau. Néu khong co nhitng ngudi nhu vy, thé gidi ndy chang
thé thay d6i dau. Nhitng ké nhu ching ta chi mai mé lo lang nhitng van dé
trudc mat, chang c6 thoi gian ma nghi dén nhitng chuyén nhu luat phap.”

“Dling 1a vay, kién thirc ctia ngudi nay dung 1 rat cao. Tao ciing thay
ap luc.”

“Chi ta thyc su la ai vay?”

“Hinh nhu 13 gido vién. Tao cho rang chj ta cling c6 hoat dong gi do
lién quan dén van dé ciy ghép ndi tang nhung khong rd chi tiét. Nhung chi
ta thuc su co thé tré thanh mét nguén luc d4u tranh 16n cho chung ta. Chi
tham gia vao ngay Chii nhat thoi nhung rat nhiét tinh.”

“Thé thi dang cam on qua. Nho nhitng nguoi nhu vay, gidc mo khong
tudng lai dang dan thanh hién thuc. 260 triéu yén, hoi dau tao da nghi do la
con s trén troi day...”

“Véi tinh hinh hién tai, chic s& duogc. Ta chi can c6 thém chut nita
tho1.”

Etou dit coc bia xudng, dé hai tay 1én ban véi vé mit nghiém tuc.

“Dau sao thi cling 1 nhd may. Néu may khong tro thanh dai dién cua

“quy ung hQ” thi ta khong co6 gio phut nay. Tao that long cadm on may.”
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Kadowaki nhan mat, dap ban.

“Théi nao. Ai lai cti dau & chd nay. Vi lai, chua két thuc dau. Ta con
chua bat dau co ma. Khi nao Yukino binh yén phau thuét roéi khée manh
quay tr& vé may cam on tao ciing dugc. Lan d6, dimg c6 vao quan an ré
tién nay, ta phai danh chén & nha hang cao cap.”

Etou diém lai vé mat, tay cam léy chai bia, “A, d6 1a diéu duong
nhién,” rdi rot vao cdc cua Kadowaki.

Sau d6, hai nguoi quay lai dé tai bong chay lau khong dé cap téi. Co vé
tam 1y cling da duoc giai toa it nhiéu, Etou trd vé lam ké néi 1am ngay xua.
“Nhanh nhanh két hon di,” cu ta don ép Kadowaki. “Két hon roi lam thiang
cu, day no bong chay nita. Bon tao khong c6 y lam dara th(r hai. Chi con
trong chd vao may théi,” cau ta noi thé réi chi thang vao mat Kadowaki.

“Tro1 a, tao léy vo cho vira long may thoi éy ha?”

“Dling roi, Néu oat d6 trd thanh tuyén thi bong chay, tao s& ga Yukino
luén.”

“Ay, nghe ciing khong té nhi?”’

“Thay chua? Nhanh két hon di. Vi lai, dén tudi nay ma con doc than
thi...”, nira chirng Etou chot nghi€ém mat. Cau ta 161 dién thoai tu tai qu?m.
Cé6 vé nhu c6 cude goi dén.

“Tao xin 16i ti nhé,” noi thé vi Kadowaki roi Etou ap dién thoai vao
tai, dimg dy. C6 1& nhimg ngudi xung quanh qua on do. Céu ta budc ra
khéi quan.

Kadowaki chgt nhé ra mot chuyén, anh 161 cai phong bi tir bén trong ao
ra. Khi tro vé, Shinshou Fusako d3 trao n6 cho anh. Luc d0, ¢d ta c6 ndi:

“Tbi c6 ké cho ngudi quen vé “quy ung hd” cia cac anh, moi ngudi da
ting ho dy. T6i gom lai thanh mét khoan kha kha rdi ra ngan hang doi tién.
Mong hay nhan cho.”

Phong bi nay kha ning. Bat gip anh mit vo chong Etou nén anh tranh

217



khong xac nhan sb luong nhung day han phai 1a mot khoan 16n.

Kadowaki ngé thir bén trong phong bi. D6 1a mot tap tién muoi nghin
yén.

Tién m&i van con budc thanh tap. Nghia 1a phai dén mot tricu yén. Phai
thu gom tir bao nhiéu ngudi méi duoc sé tién nhu vay nhi?

Anh chot mudn hoi cau hoi y nhu Etou lic ndy. C6 ta 1a nguoi nhu thé
nao vay...

Etou da quay lai. Anh cat lai phong bi roi nhin cu ta, Kadowaki c6 mot
du cam xau. Guong mit ciia ban anh d3 tai xanh, dang vé vira ndy hoan
toan bién mat.

“Sao thé?” Kadowaki hoi.

Etou rut t0 muoi nghin yén ra khoi vi, dat 1€n ban.

“Xin 16i nhé, thanh toan giim tao. Tao phai dén bénh vién ngay.”

“Co chuyén gi thé?”

“... Yukino dot nhién kéu dau dau, sau d6, hinh nhu né bt dau lén con
co giat. Nguoi ta dd chuyén nd vao phong cap ctru r0i,” giong cu ta khan
di han.

Kadowaki giat ldy t& mudi nghin yén trén ban, dui lai vao nguc Etou.

“Khong can tién d4u. Di nhanh 1én.”

Etou nhan lai tién, néi xin 1i r6i voi chay di. Nhin déng lung d6 di
khuat, Kadowaki bat dau dimg day 1ay hoa don di thanh toan.

6

L& gidi tan “Quy ung hd Yukino” dién ra tai hdi quan cong dan cuia
quan.

Goi 1a 1 cho sang chir thuc ra ciing chang c6 gi. Etou ndi muén néi 16
cam on véi nhitng nguodi da hd tro trudce gid, nhitng thanh vién “Quy hd
trg” lién hé v&i nhitng nguoi timg ung hd dé hop lai v6i nhau ma thoi.

Ngay hom 4y, tinh trang cua Yukino dot ngdt chuyén bién xau, con bé

218



nhanh chéng roi vao tinh trang hon mé, khoang bén ngay sau do thi qua
doi. Nguyén nhan chinh 13 do nhdi mau nfo. La do tac dong ciia may chay
tim nhan tao 1€én mach mau. Nguy co da trd thanh hién thuyc.

Kadowaki vira dong vién gia dinh Etou trong con dau budn vira lo toan
cho ca 1& cau siéu dém va 18 tang. Ho t6 chtc kha tiét kiém do Etou néi
dung tién vao nhitng viéc nhu thé nay 1a that 1& v6i nhitng nguoi da dong
gop tién tng hd.

L& giai tan dién ra sau khi Yukino mat bay ngay.

Pau tién, Kadowaki ding ra gidi thiéu. Trudc mat khoang mdt tram
nguoi, anh ¢é 101 chia budn vé sy ra di cia bé Etou Yukino, ca nhirng 101
cam on voi nhimg nguoi da tng hd ho. Tuy 16ng nguc tréng rong véi ndi
dau budn nhung khi cui dau trude trang phdo tay ciia moi ngudi, anh nhan
thirc r0 rang hon vé nhirng diéu minh c6 thé lam va da thuc hién duoc.

Tiép d6, vo chong Etou dtmg 1én. Trong bd vest, Etou ciing vo minh cui
dau that thap roi hit vao mot hoi va 1én tiéng:

“Cam on moi ngudi da danh thoi gian ban ron dé dén day hom nay. Xin
thanh that cam on. T6i mudn néi 10 tri 4n voi quy vi nén méi to chirc budi
1 nay.” Cé nén cam xuc, ciu ta noi tiép. “Pé thuc hién cho béng duoc
mong mudn dua Yukino ra nudc ngoai cdy ghép tim cua t6i, Kadowaki da
1ap nén “Quy ung hd” nay ba thang trudc. Toi di rat bat an khong rd moi
chuyén c6 sudén sé¢ hay khong nhung nho c6 su gip do ciia moi ngudi,
ching ta da thu duoc mot khoan tién 16n dén déang ngac nhién. Toi khong
ngd 1ong tir tim ctia moi nguoi chung quanh lai 16n dén thé. Pang tiéc 1a
sinh ménh leo 1it nhu ngon dén trudc gié cia Yukino khong con nita,
nhung t6i tin trai tim con bé khic sau tim long yéu thuong cia moi ngudi
danh cho no. Ca doi hai vo chong t6i s& khong quén an nghia nay. Tuy chua
rd ¢6 thé 1am duoc gi nhung chiing t6i thyec mudn dén dap lai on nay.”

Pau d6 tir ddm dong nhitng ngudi tham gia di co tiéng khoc. Bong
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dang nhitng ngudi phu nit 14y khin tay cham nudc mat da xuat hién.

“T6i ¢6 mdt diéu mudn thong bao,” Etou noi to hon doi chit, quét mét
mot vong toan bo hoi truong, “nhu quy vi da biét, nguyén nhan truc tiép
dan dén su ra di cua Yukino 13 do ching nhoi mau ndo. Mdy tro tim giy ra
bién chimg mach mau va 1am tic nghén mach mau nio. Diéu dé khong 1am
tim ngimg dip ngay, con bé bi chan doan 1a chét ndo. Chinh vi thé phia
bénh vién da xac nhan véi chung toi vé chuyén hién tang. Ngoai trai tim,
cac bd phan khac van rat khoe manh. T6i di ban véi vo, ching t61 da théng
nhat 13 gio dén luot con gai minh c6 thé ctru gitp tinh mang ctia ngudi khac
roi. Tdi hém do, tham dinh chét ndo 1an dau di dién ra. Toi va vo cling
dung xem. 2 tiéng sau d6, thim dinh d6 dién ra mét 1an nita nhung két qua
van nhu vay. Thoi diém ho xac dinh chét ndo cling 14 gio phit tir vong ctia
con gai t6i. Chung t6i da hién phoi, gan va hai qua than cta con bé. Co vé
nhu chung sé duogc ting cho bon dia tré. Toi tin 13 linh hon cua Yukino van
cOn ton tai & dau d6 nhat dinh s& c6 mot cudc doi méi hanh phac. Cling nho
c6 moi ngudi, téi mai co thé ra quyét dinh nay, khong c6 chut ban khoan
nao. Thue su, thuc sy cam on tat ca moi nguoi.”

Vo chéng Etou lai mot 1an nira cai dau that thép, tiéng vO tay noi 1én
rao 1ao.

Sau khi két thiic budi 1&, moi ngudi lan lugt 1én c6 10i chao hoéi vo
chong Etou va Kadowaki. Tuy ai ai ciing c6 vé dau budn nhung dudng nhu
cling thdy nhe nhdm hon. C6 1& 1a cam giac thoai mai sau khi két thuc mot
cudc chién truong ky.

Khi dong ngudi da ra vé, Kadowaki quét mat khap lugt hang ghé, trong
1ong c6 chit thac mac. Van con mot ngudi phu nit ngdi d6. Anh nhan ra do
1a Shinshou Fusako. C6 ta van cir guc & day.

Cam thay to mo, Kadowaki lai gan. Co 1& ¢6 iy dang cam thdy khong

dugc On chang.
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Nhung do6i chan anh dung lai gitra chung.

Anh nhan ra Shinshou Fusako dang khoc.

Doi vai ¢o rung 1én, nhitng tiéng nic nghen ddy sau ndo. Nhimg giot
nudc mat 13 cha roi w6t ca noi chan.

Khéng 16 vi sao, Kadowaki chang dam hoi diéu gi.

7

Trong khong gian ngap tran huong hoa mdc, ¢6 phat hién thiy mot déa
cuc dai n¢ trong goc nit not hang rao khi dang tudi cho dam cay canh
ngoai vuon. Mot bong hoa nhé mau tim nhat. Nam nao ciing vay, hoa luon
nd vao tim nay.

C6 tiéng gd coong coong vao 16p kinh trén dau, Kaoruko nging dau
1én. Ba Chizuko & phia bén kia 6 ctra s6 chi vé phia canh cong.

C6 nhin thay Shinshou Fusako trong bd 4o so mi tring va vay mau
xanh thim dang rao budc men theo 16i nho vao nha. Co ta huéng vé phia
Kaoruko chao.

Kaoruko dtmg day, bo cai mii chéng ning ra va cti dau chao. Luc ¢b ra
mé cua hién, Shinshou Fusako da doi san ¢ do.

“Chao chi. Huong hoa mdc that ngot ngao nhi,” nguoi gido vién truong
dac biét lic nao cling chao hoi kiéu han ché ctur dong mo1 nhu thé. “That
u?” Kaoruko tra 161. “HOm nay cling nho c6 giao nhe.”

“Tbi ciing thé,” noi roi Shinshou Fusako budc vao trong nha.

Ba Chizuko roi khoi phong Mizuho, chao héi mét cau r6i theo 16i hanh
lang di vao trong nha. Ikuto van con & trudng.

Shinshou Fusako lai gén clra, van g0 léy 16 nhu moi 1an. “Mizuho, ¢o
vao nhé.”

Kaoruko ciing di theo khi chi ta m¢& ctra va budc vao trong.

Mizuho dd ngdi san trén ghé, mic 4o khoac ni mau do, van 1a kiéu toc

dudi ngua quen thudc. Sau khi chao ¢6 bé nhu moi 14n, Shinshou Fusako
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ngdi xudng cai ghé hudng vé phia Mizuho. Ghé cta Kaoruko chéch sau
lung chi ta. Chiéc ghé cling dugc dat sin & day roi.

“Huong vi thu d3 tran day roi d6. Co di bo tir ngoai ga vao ma chang d6
chut md héi nao ludn dy. Gi6 cling rat sang khoai. Dao nay, Mizuho c6 ra
ngoai khong?”

“Dao gr:in day, t61 c6 cho chéau ra ngoai mdt lan,” Kaoruko néi. “Con
gidi thiéu véi mot ba cy, ba Ay con khen con bé dé thuong nita.”

“Thé thi tot qua. Chéc cd bé cling mudn noéi chuyén vai ba ay. Mizuho,
chac lac d6 em vui 1am.”

“Lac do, con bé mic cai vay lién no thich nén rat vui.”

“Viy sao. Chic 1 hop véi ¢6 bé lam.”

Vira ngdm nhin Mizuho, hai ngudi vira néi chuyén voi nhau. Trude khi
budi hoc bét dau, ho ludn tro chuyén theo kiéu nay.

“Nao, co s€ lai gidi thi€u truyén moi cho em nhu cac tiét hoc khac nhé”,
Shinshou Fusako 14y sach tir trong tai ra. “Cau chuyén hom nay vé chu ca
hé va ch chim hai yén nhé. Hang ngay, cd hé déu thdy budn chan. Cau
mudn di nhiéu noi nhung vi 1 cd map va bach tudc hung ton ngoai kia nén
chdn vui choi cua ciu ciing han ché di nhiéu. Roi dén mot ngay, trong khi
c4 hé dang thong dong boi 1i, thr gi d6 lao tir trén xudng tao mot tiéng
tim. Cau giat minh, 1an nay thir d6 lai lao vot khéi mat nude. Cau thac méc
doé 1a thar gi, khi nghe ngong tinh hinh bén ngoai tir trén mat nudc, cau lai
giat minh thém 1an nita. Mot tht cdu chua ting thdy dang bay luon trén
khoang khong chang hé c6 nude do. Ca hé hoi, “Ban 12 ai, ban dang lam gi
thé?”. Pbi phuong dép lai, “t6 1a chim hai yén. T¢ dang di tim moi. Vay thi
ban 13 ai? Loai c4 ndo ma da dé bong bay dep d& vay?”

Sau lan gi6i thiéu voi nhau vé ban thian minh, ching da nho dén than
linh cho minh dugc séng trong 16t cta dbi phuwong mot 1an dé duoc xa roi

cudc song ma ca hé va chim hai yén da quen thudc tu lau.”
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Kaoruko & bén canh ngdi nghe, thay cau chuyén nay c6 vé 1a mot phién
ban khac cua truyén “Hoang tir va cAu bé an may”. Ho thdy bat man voi
cudc séng minh dang c6 va thiy ghen ti voi cudc séng ciia nguoi khac.
Nhung mot khi dat ban than vao hoan canh cua nguoi kia, ho méi hiéu
duoc nhitng kho sé va lo ling cua ddi phuwong, mot mo-tip quen thude.

Ca cau chuyén vé ca hé va chim hai yén ciing s& di dén cai két nhu thé.
Chim hai yén biét dugc rang cudc sdng 10ng bién c6 nhiéu ké dich hon trén
trdi nhiéu, con ca hé da ngdm duoc ndi khon kho khi phai bay luon subt di
tim moi nhu thé. Thanh ra, chung da thuyét phuc dugc chinh minh rang ban
than dang hanh phuc va tré vé nhu ci.

“Mot cau chuyén kinh dién nhi?” Kaoruko néi. “Dau bén ngoai nhin
kiéu gi, chi c6 nguoi d6 moi hiéu duoc ban than that sy kho s dén chirng
nao. B&i vay, khong nén ghen ti véi nguoi khac dting khong c6?”

“Dling vay d6. Nhung d6i luc thtr thay minh vao dia vi ctia nhau chic
cling khong té. Nhu ca hé va chim hai yén d6.”

“Chj lai no6i diéu khé khan roi,” Kaoruko dap tra anh nhin théng thin
ctia ¢o gido. “Cé gido ciing mudn thir vao vi tri cua ai d6 u?”

“Tbi thi khong,” Shinshou Fusako lac dau. “Nhung thé gidi nay ciing co
nhiéu ngudi c¢6 suy nghi la ky.”

“Nhu thé nao thua c6?”

Chi ta nhin chim chim vao mat Kaoruko rdi quay sang guwong mit
Mizuho.

“Xin 18i nhé, Mizuho. Dé ¢ néi chuyén voi me chit nhé,” noi thé rdi
chi ta xoay hudng ngdi d6i dién véi Kaoruko.

“Chuyén gi vay?” Kaoruko hoi. Mot du cam khong lanh khién nguc co
nghen lai.

“Hai ngdy trudc, mot ngudi dan ong dd dén tham truong t6i. Ngudi ndy

tén 1a Kadowaki”, Shinshou Fusako bét dau cau chuyén. “Anh Kadowaki la
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giam déc mot cong ty thuc pham nhung khoang hai thang trude, anh dy da
tré thanh dai dién mot quy ung ho nhim muc tiéu cdy ghép tang cho mot
daa bé.”

Kaoruko hit sdu vao mot hoi, co6 dap tra anh nhin cua ddi phuong.
“Nguoi d6 mudn gi vay?”

“To1 kha co6 himg tht véi vu nay vi hinh nhu ¢6 mdt nguoi tén la
Shinshou Fusako da tham gia lam tinh nguyén vién cho hoat dong quyén
tién d6. Puong nhién, nguoi d6 khong phai 1 t6i.”

Kaoruko chép mat, nhung khong hé né tranh. Ciing chang néi gi.

“Anh Kadowaki d6,” Shinshou Fusako néi tiép, “da ludn tim nguoi phu
nir dy. Boi vi dira tré di mat, “quy hd tro” da giai tan nhung s tién thu
duoc van con ddy. Ho dinh danh s tién d6 cho nhimng hoat dong tuong tu,
ho muén dic biét xin phép nhimng c4 nhan di tng ho khoan tién 16n. Ngudi
cung tén Shinshou Fusako dd gdy quy duoc mot s tién 16n. Nhung anh ta
cheing thé lién lac dugc véi nguoi do. Sé dién thoai d6 da huy hop déng nén
khong thé goi dugc nita, giri email ciing chang thay tra 10i.”

“Roi sao nita?” Kaoruko hoi.

“Nguoi phu nit d6 ty nhan minh 13 c¢6 gido. Chi c6 ngan ay thong tin
cling kho tim kiém nhung ho con nim dugc mot diém khac. C6 ta biét kha
nhiéu thong tin chi tiét lién quan dén cdy ghép noi tang, ciing c6 vé 1a mot
ngudi tri thirc. Anh Kadowaki da phan tich rang c6 thé trong s6 nhiing dua
tré co ay timg day c6 bé ndo can phai cdy ghép tang nhung that bai. Nhitng
noi nhan céc tré nhu thé thuong chi c6 cac co s& gido duc truc thudc bénh
vién. Nho thé, anh Kadowaki da tim dén duoc truong ho trg hoc sinh dic
biét ching toi. Két qua 13, anh ta tim thdy mot co gido tén Shinshou
Fusako.”

Kaoruko nim chit hai tay trén dui.

“Nhung khéng dung nguoi. Anh Kadowaki d6 chic cling ngac nhién

224



’
~ 2

lam.

“Vang. Nhung ta khong thé cho diy chi 1a mot vy trung tén ho don
thuan. Ho Shinshou ciing 12 ho hiém, t6i ciing nhan thiy c6 diém dang luu
tam khi gap g& nguoi nay.”

“Chuyén gi vay a?”

“Theo nhu anh Kadowaki, ngudi phu nir cling c¢6 tén Shinshou Fusako
d6 c6 khuon mat khac han téi nhung kiéu toc, mét kinh, cach dn mic va
phong cach néi chung lai rat gibng. C6 vé ngudi nay cd y gia 1am t6i. Vay
nén, ngudi d6 da hoi 1a chung quanh t6i ¢6 ai d6 mudn gia 1am toi khong.”

“Co giao da lam gi?”

Shinshou Fusako vAn nhin Kaoruko, c¢6 ta ngdi thang 1én.

“Pau tién, t6i d3 nghe chi tiét cau chuyén ctua anh Kadowaki. Ngudi
phu nit tén Shinshou Fusako d6 di lam gi, noéi nhitng gi chang han. Hon
nita, toi xin that 1& chut”, ¢6 1y lai hoi, 1iém moi. “Téi dd néi rang ban than
khong thé tra 16i chic chin ngudi phu nit d6 1a ai. Nhung néu phia anh
Kadowaki khong thdy co van dé gi thi toi s& thay anh xtr 1y vu nay. SO tién
quyén gop d6 anh Kadowaki c6 dung 1am gi, nguoi d6 chic chin ciing sé
khong than phién - T6i chi 1am thé théi.”

Ban tay nam chit cia Kaoruko dan loi long ra. “Anh Kadowaki cé bi
thuyét phuc khong?”

“Chi dap hiéu r6i thoi. C6 18 anh ta cling dd quan sat dugc diéu gi d6.”

“Vay sa0?” dén lic nay Kaoruko mdi ha 4nh nhin xudng.

“Chi Harima”, Shinshou Fusako cit tiéng goi. “Néu chi khéng co
chuyén gi mubn néi ciing chang sao. Toi ciing chang toc mach. Nhung néu
mudn bay té chuyén gi cho voi ndi 10ng, t6i nghi minh c6 thé lang nghe.
Chic ciing chang c6 ai khac ngoai toi c6 thé nghe chuyén cia chi.”

Céach noi can trong va khach sdo cta Shinshou Fusako khién Kaoruko

khong thé thét duge ciu nao. Nguoi phu nit nay qua khong hé tim thuong
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chut nao.

“Nguyén nhan bat dau tir viéc t6i dd xem trom cip cua cd gido,”
Kaoruko ndi vy rdi ngang dau lén.

DPo6i mit cia Shinshou Fusako ¢6 chit mé to sau doi trong kinh, “Chi da
xem cap toi roi u?”’

“Xin 16i ¢d gido,” Kaoruko noi. “Hbi c6 mébi bat dau doc sach cho
Mizuho. M6t 1an t6i ra ngoai rdt tra xong nhan thiy cb gido di khéng doc
sach nira. Nhin dang lung c6 lic d6 trong long t6i nay sinh nghi van.
Khong rd ngudi nay co thuc 1ong coi Mizuho nhu mot hoc sinh van con
dang song hay khong. C6 khi ndo cd cho con bé da chét ndo roi, day dd
cling vo nghia gi chang?”

Shinshou Fusako nhin méng lung vao khong khi nhu thé dang ¢6 luc loi
ky trc. Dudng nhu xac nhan timg c6 chuyén nhu thé, chi ta gat gu.

“Luc d6 sao? A, tdi nhé roi. Vay sao, chi da nhin tu sau lung.”

“Ttr 46, t61 cir mai tran trd vé chuyén co gido suy nghi gi trong dau.
Mot 14n, sau khi co giao doc sach xong, roi dimg day di rtra tay. Toi théy tai
xach cta c6 dat trén ghé c6 vé nang triu vi sach, sip sira roi xuéng dén noi,
t6i m&i dinh chinh thi thdy mot to roi trong d6. Tuy nghi 1a khong nén
nhung t6i van cr 16i ra, vi 1§ thiy cum tir cdy tang viét trén d6 mat roi.
Pung, to roi d6 viét vé hoat dong “Quy tng hd bé Yukino”. Toi doc va cam
thdy rat soc. Lai cang khong thé tin ¢d gido nira. Trudc mit Mizuho thi doc
sach nhu vay nhung trong 1ong ¢ chic chang coi chung toi ra gi ca. C6 khi
nao cd cho rang ching t6i tén bao tién cua ling phi khong, hay con bao
sinh mang can dugc ciru gitp 1a thé vay d6.” Shinshou Fusako cudi budn.

“Vay a? Chi da nghi ngo thé sao? Thé thi, sao chi lai co y dinh tham gia
vao hoat dong tr thién vay?”

Kaoruko xoay sang nhin Mizuho, dtra con gai yéu dang mic chiéc 4o

khoac do, mat nham ho. Hang mi do co6 1€ s€ vinh vién khong m¢ ra nira.
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Doi tai d6 khong con nghe dugce tiéng goi. Nhung Kaoruko s& van dé con
gai minh nghe nhitng chuyén tiép theo chir, ¢6 hoi c6 chit ban khoan.
Nhung day 13 chuyén can ndi, phai néi trong can phong nay.

Co quay lai nhin Shinshou Fusako.

“Sau d6, t6i di cAn nhic cam xUc cua cd. Mot nguoi ung ho hoat dong
ciy ghép tang cho tré con nhung lai doc sach cho Mizuho thi s& c6 tam 1y
ra sao. Toi cling tim hiéu mot s6 thong tin vé viée cay ghép tang. Biét dugc
nhiéu diéu hon va v6 cung ngac nhién. T6i nhan ra minh da vo tri dén thé
nao. Khong thé cdy ghép tang trong nudc dugc, bao dua tré phai chiu khod
so dén vay... Toi thdy minh vaAn con hanh phuc. Vay nén, t6i mudn biét cau
tra 101, toi dd dén d6. Bén v6i hoat dong quyén tién.”

“Chi mudn suy nghi véi tdm 1y ctia ho sao? Nhu ca hé va chim hai
yén.”

Nhiing 101 do khién Kaoruko nghen hoi. Tai sao Shinshou Fusako lai
nhin thau hét moi thir nhu vay.

“Nhung t6i khong hiéu. Dau can che gidu minh, dau can phai hoa trang
thanh t6i nhu thé.”

Kaoruko mim mi¢ng, co lac dau.

“Néu t6i an mic theo kiéu ky la gi d6 thi rat 1a thiéu ty nhién. Téi can
c6 mot hinh twong. Ma t6i cling chang nghi ra duoc ai khac. Toi ciing di co
¥ chuan bi mot cai tén gia nhung lai chang thé néi ra... Khi néi ra tén co
gido, toi da thay dung mot cai tén hiém that khong 6n, nhung ma. .. Xin 15i
cd.”

“Chij khong can xin 16i dau. Téi ciing chang thiy phién gi. Hon nita...”,
Shinshou Fusako hoi vuron minh téi trude. “Cham dugc vao thé gidi do, chi
cam théy sa0? Chi d3 nhin nhan duoc diéu gi chua?”

“Nhin thay hay phai néi la... dugc ctru vét.”

Kaoruko ké chuyén da gip vo chéng Etou ra sao va ca chuyén ho
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khong cam thay cay ding d6i v6i nhitng bac cha me khong chiu céng nhin
chuyén con minh bi chét ndo va tiép tuc cham s6c nhu thé nao. Pdi véi cha
me, dira tré van con sdng nén d6 van 1a mot sinh ménh quan trong.

“Chinh bai vi vay, téi di mudn lam gi d6 gitp bé Yukino...”, nhu thé co
thir gi dang 1én trong long, nudc mat chay ra. Co ldy dau ngén tay gat mat.
“Toéi cling chang biét néi gi trudce lwa chon chip nhan hién tang cua vo
chdng anh chi Etou. Chi 14 t6i thay dinh ménh sao qua nghiét ngi.”

Shinshou Fusako th¢ dai.

“Vay con toi thi sao? Chi van con nghi ngd ti 42”

Kaoruko khé lic dau.

“T6i ciing chang rd nita. Néu noi 12 that 1ong tin thi 12 n6i déi.”

“Vay sao. U, ctr dé thé di,” Shinshou Fusako gat gui nhu thé dang thuyét
phuc chinh minh r6i nhin thang vao Kaoruko. “Chi con nhd cau chuyén d6
chtr? Chuyén cha cdo nho va bong hoa Kazefukigusa.”

Sau khi thg hit mot hoi, Kaoruko khé gat, “Vang, t61 con nhg.”

“Pé clru nir hoang, cdo nho d3 quén ca chuyén phép thuit dang gitip d&
minh, giat nguoi ban Kazefukigusa khoi mat d4t. Thanh ra, cau ta mat ban,
cling chang con duoc gip lai nit hoang nita. Chuyén nay, chi Harima c6 noi
1a thdy ngdc nghéch dung khong?”

“Dung rOi. Nhung theo nhu 161 c6 giao, lya chon cua chu ta da dung.”

“Néu cio khong 1am gi, nit hoang s& chét, nhd Kazefukigusa 1én thi lai
khién phép mau tan bién. Nhung ma chi can ctru dugc nit hoang 1a du tét
roi, toi da 1y luan nhu vay.”

“Luc d, toi chi thdy y ¢6 1a mot sinh ménh dang nao ciing mét nén khi
van con gia tri hiy ting cho nguoi khac, t6i cho rang co gido co ¥ bong gid
12 Mizuho ciing nén hién tang thi hon...” Shinshou Fusako nhin mit.

“Khong phai vay sao?”, Kaoruko hoi.

“Pung 14 t6i nén giai thich r6 rang hon. T6i khong dinh néi thé. Y toi la
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nguoc lai. Hanh dong cua chua cdo co6 1€ dung theo khai niém dao duc ma
thoi. Nhung chi Harima d3 néi 13 ngdc nghéch. Hoi méi doc, t6i ciing nghi
vay. Khong, khong, c¢6 1€ tac gia cau chuyén cling nghi vay. Khong quan
trong hanh dong d6 c6 ding theo luan 1y hay khong, van dé nam & chd sao
ta lai cam thdy thé. Thiéu gi y kién cho rang con nguoi 1 loai sinh vat
khong thé song chi dua vao dao dirc. Piéu quan trong nhat 13 thanh that voi
cam xuc ctia minh. T6i cho rang con ngudi dimg cdu né qua vao dao duc
trong cach séng ciia minh thoi. Toi chi mudn truyén tai suy nghi nay nén
moi chon cau chuyén doé thoi.”

“La vay a? T61 da nghi theo hudng hoan toan nguoc lai.”

C6 18 1a trong long co sin ¥ nghi ngd Shinshou Fusako nén méi thé,
Kaoruko nghi vay. Khi hoc hoi thém vé chuyén ciy ghép tang, ¢ khong
con tu tin vao viéc minh dang lam ciing vi nhiing suy nghi trai chiéu kiéu
nay chang.

“Ca Yonegawa ciing vdy,” Shinshou Fusako vAn ¢ ngdm nhin Mizuho.
“T6i dd mong cd 4y co thé thanh that hon mot chat.”

Cai tén bat ra ngoai du doan khién Kaoruko ngac nhién. “Co gido
Yonegawa sao a...?”

Shinshou Fusako nhin Kaoruko.

“Giao vién day dd cac ca dic biét cling s€ c6 luc gdp nhiing em hoc
sinh trong tinh trang thuc vat nhu thé nay. Co gido Yonegawa ciing vay, han
co dy ciing d4 trai qua vai truong hop.”

“Vang, c¢b y ciling noi vay. Nhung co iy co noi tuy gio khong cé ¥ thirc
nhung quan trong 14 phai ndi chuyén véi phan tiém thirc kia.”

Shinshou Fusako gat dau.

“Ciing c6 nhiéu cach tiép cin nhing tré nhu vdy. Cham vao than thé cac
chau, cho cac chau nghe tiéng nhac hay nhac cu. Tro chuyén. Tim ra xem

ching co6 phan Umg véi dicu gi.”
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“Co gido Yonegawa da lam rat tot.”

“Toi ciing nghi vdy. Nhung két qua 13, c¢6 4y lai 13 ngudi chiu ton
thwong. Tinh hinh strc khoe ctia ¢6 4y trd nén nhu vay 1a do van dé tam 1y.”

Long nguc Kaoruko co diéu gi nhtrc nhéi. “Day dd Mizuho cing thang
dén vay sao?”

“Néu chi chu tam vao két qua, moi chuyén s& thanh nhu thé. Nhung toi
cho rang nguyén nhan chinh 1a ban than c6 4y thoi.”

“Y ¢6 1a?”

“Khi nhan lai 16p, t6i ¢6 nghe cd Yonegawa ké so qua. Co ay di ndi vé
Mizuho nhu sau. Ptra tré d6 khac nhiing dua tré khac.”

“Khac nhu thé nao?”

Chéc co ¥ n6i dén chuyén con bé khong trong tinh trang thuc vat ma da
chét ndo réi ching.

“Khong cam thay yéu ot - ¢ 4y ndi vay”, cau tra 10i lai ngoai tam du
doan.

“Yéu 6t...”

“Nhirng dtra tré trong tinh trang thuc vat thuong co chan co tay sé bi
teo lai, da nhan nheo. Thuong co d4u ham va 16 loét. Nhin tinh trang do, ta
khong can ndi cling hiéu ching dau dén yéu 6t dén chimg ndao. Nhung
Yonegawa da no1 Mizuho khong nhu vay, co bép van tbt, da dé héng hao,
nhin chi nhu mot ¢6 bé khoe manh dang nham mat thoi. Pay ciing co thé 1a
két qua tir nhitng cong nghé tan tién nhat nhung ta van phai nghi dé 1a ky
tich. Khi mé1 gdp Mizuho, toi cling nghi vay.”

“Thé thi ¢6 van dé gi dau.”

Shinshou Fusako lic dau.

“Van dé nam & c6 Yonegawa. Khi tién hanh nhiing diéu giong nhu ddi
v6i nhitng dira tré trong tinh trang thuc vat tir trudc téi nay, ¢ dy cam thiy

minh d3 khong nim dugc trong diém. Mdi khi cho ¢ bé nghe, cham vao
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con bé 13 lai thdy c6 ddu hiéu su song. Thé 1a sao? C6 bé can c6 thir gi d6
than bi hon thé nira chang? Khong thé chi dwa vao vé ngoai khong thoi. Va
co Ay bat dau co nhitng mdi lo nghi.”

Cau chuyén khéng gidng voi nhitng diéu c6 di nghi, Kaoruko khong
biét nén tra 10i ra sao. C6 vé nhu c6 da hiéu lam c6 Yonegawa. Co iy da
1am qua strc r0i.

“Khi dén day duoc mot thoi gian, toi cling dd hiéu dugc ¥ co Yonegawa
mudn néi,” Shinshou Fusako néi. “T6i dd c6 ¥ mong doi mot phan tng
mang tinh y hoc tir Mizuho. Nhung t6i chi dén ddy mdi tuan mot lan, phai
lam gi méi 6n day? Sau bao nghi ngoi, cau tra 101 t6i tim thdy 13 hiy lam
nhitng diéu Mizuho chic s& mudn lam. Tbi thdy dé 1a doc sach. Toi cam
thdy hanh phuc khi nhitng cdu chuyén ndy ngdm vao Mizuho. Ma diu
khong t&i doc véi con bé, cir doc sach thé nay thoi toi ciing cam thay du
binh yén roi. Khong rd nén truyén tai tinh cam cua toi dén véi Mizuho theo
dang thirc nao thi tot day? Toi cho rang mot khi me chau c6 thé cung nghe
doc chuyén thi ké ca lac toi vé roi, ¢d cling co dugc dé tai hay ho dé tro
chuyén v61 Mizuho.”

Van 1a giong noéi déu déu nhu moi khi nhung hém nay lai khién
Kaoruko thdy 4m ap. Dé tai hay ho dé trd chuyén v6i Mizuho - C6 khi nao
lai dng 14 nhu vay? C6 nghi ngd Shinshou Fusako, khi ¢6 ta vé rdi, dung
1a Kaoruko ¢6 “trd chuyén” voi Mizuho vé ndi dung cudn sach. D6 1a niém
thu thai nho nho cua ¢ tir hoi thang Tu dén gid. “Vay thi lac do, tai sao cd
lai...”

“Ngung gitra chirng ay ha?”

“Vang,” Kaoruko dap.

Shinshou Fusako m& rong cudn sach trén dui.

“Nhu t61 da noi roi, mot yéu td quan trong 1a cam xtc cua toi khi doc

sach. Néu tam t61 bat 6n, chdac sé anh huong khong tot véi Mizuho. Nén
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trong khi doc sach, toi ngung mot chit gitra chimg dé xac nhan xem trai tim
minh ¢é thuc binh 6n hay khong. Xin 16i, di tao nén hiéu 1am nhu thé.”

“Vay la thé sao. La dé xem... trai tim minh c6 binh 6n khong u?”

“Chi 1a vay thoi,” Shinshou Fusako khé 4n vao nguc minh. “Pé xac
nhan diéu d6. Xac nhan xem doc sach trong cin phong nidy co6 phu hop
khong.”

“Phu hop... 4, ra 13 thé.”

Kaoruko nhd ra khi bt dau doc sach, chi ta ¢6 noi khong 1o li¢u c6 phu
hop vd1 Mizuho hay khong.

“Néu phia chi Harima khong c6 v kién gi, t6i van mudn tiép tuc doc
sach thé nay, khong 6 c6 duge khong?” Shinshou Fusako khé hoi.

Kaoruko cti dau. “Duong nhién. Xin nho ¢6.”

Shinshou Fusako xoay vé phia xe lan. “Tét qué rdi, Mizuho.”

Sau khi ngam dta con gai dang nhiam nghién doi mat, Kaoruko ciing

cuo1 voi ¢d giao.
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CHUGNG NAM
Néu dam vao trai tim nay

233



1

Khi cham tay vao canh coéng, Kazumasa thdy ky la. Canh ctra ndy tuy
m¢ dugc ca hai canh nhung thuong thi canh trai bi chdt ¢b dinh lai, chi dé
canh phai mé ra vao thoi. Gio ca hai canh déu khong dong. Vira thic mac
anh vira dinh chdt canh cua lai nhung chot nhan ra 1y do khi anh nhin
xubng dudi chan.

Trén nén dét con sot lai nhitng ddu 1an banh xe. Chéc 1a c6 day xe lan di
qua. Kaoruko ciing tig nhan véi anh ké rang thoi tiét da 4m dan 1én, ¢ 4y
cling hay dua Mizuho ra ngoai di dao hon.

Mizuho khéng can dung dén may ho hap nhan tao, dia vao mon qua tir
cong nghé tién tién mang tén AIBS dé ti hé hap duoc nén trong anh mat
ngudi ngoai, ho chi thay nhu con bé dang say nga. Gan ddy, v anh dung
mot cai xe 1an thuong dung dé dua con di dao nén chic ciing khong thu hut
nhitng anh mat to mo.

Nghi dén khoang thoi gian dai ké tir khi nghe tin con bé di roi vao tinh
trang chét ndo thé nay, dén anh ciing thay chang thé nao tin n6i. Thoi gian
chay voi, chua gi d3 hon hai nim rudi troi qua roi. Tuy bi nhu vdy nhung
sang thang ti, Mizuho ciing trd thanh hoc sinh 16p Ba rdi.

Anh vira ngdm cdy cdi trong vuon dang thoa sic xuan ndng vira di doc
con duong nhé. Khi mit cham vao 6 cira s6 phong Mizuho, anh thoang
thiy c6 bong ngudi.

Anh mo khoa, mé cira trude nha ra. Goc dé gidy c6 vai doi gidy ¢ to
nho khac nhau xép can than. Trong d6, c6 mot doi gidy da nam gidi.

Tur trong phong Mizuho, giong Ikuto vong ra. Roi o tiéng dap 10i cia
Kaoruko. Ai ai ciing c6 vé vui lam.

Kazumasa mo cira ra. Thir dau tién dap vao mat anh 1 hinh anh Mizuho
dang 6m ldy con giu bong to dung. Con bé mic quan yém, 4o do.

Bén canh 1a Ikuto, sau tudi. Ciing dién cung kiéu d6 nhu thé nhung
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thang nhoc lai mic mot cai 4o phong xanh. Nhin 1én thdy Kazumasa, thang
bé reo “Bo!” 16i lao téi.

“Q, khoe chtr nhoc?” Kazumasa xoa dau cau con trai dang om iy chan
minh.

“Pa phién anh 161", noi vay roi Hoshino dimg day, cti dau chao. Chu ta
mac cai so mi cong so, khong deo ca vat.

“Cau da vat va roi,” sau khi no6i mot cau véi cau cép dudi, Kazumasa
nhin sang Kaoruko dang ngdi ngay bén canh. Hinh nhu c¢é 4y gay hon
nhiéu so véi 1an gap trudc. Vay nén, anh madi héi, “Dao nay em khong co
van dé stc khoe gi chir?”

“Khong sao. Em cam on.”

Truéc mat Kaoruko 13 ban thao tac. Trén d6 1a cac loai may moéc diéu
khién cir déng co ciia Mizuho.

Cé6 vé nhu c6 dang diéu khién dudi su chi dao ciia Hoshino.

“Me dau roi?”

“Trong bép. Me dang nau bira toi.”

Vay &, Kazumasa gat dau 16i tir trong ti gidy minh mang t&i mot hop
qua. “Cho Mizuho nay.”

Mit trude cta cai hop 1 16p kinh nén c6 thé thiy ca thir bén trong. Mot
con thu nhdi bong. Trong nhu con céo nhung vira cd nét gibng gau, vira co
vé giébng meéo. Nhan vién ban hang cling bao 1a mot loai vat khong co that
ma. Hinh nhu 1a mdt nhan vat trong hoat hinh noi tiéng, con vt biét dung
phép thuat. Kazumasa chi hoi tén vay thoi.

“Anh ting tryc tiép cho con di. Chic nd s& vui lam”, khée miéng
Kaoruko né mot nu cudi y nhi.

Kazumasa nhuéng may, gat dau, “Anh hiéu.”

Anh lay tay 16i con thl bong ra khoi cai hop rdi lai gan Mizuho. Tuy

moi chi hai tuan khong gap, con gai da c6 vé 16n hon ro1. Co 1€ 1a co thé
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dang trong giai doan phat trién.

“Mizuho, qua cho con day. Nhé cung nung né nhé”, sau khi gio con tha
bong trude mit con gai, anh 1ap tirc dit nd xudng canh givong.

Tiée qua, Kaoruko trung ra mot vé bat man. “Hiém khi co dip, em dinh
dé con bé 6m ldy n6 ma.”

“0, nhung ma...” Kazumasa ngac nhién nhin Mizuho van con dang 6m
con gau to tudng.

“Khong sao - Tkuto, nhan géu tor chi nhe,” Kaoruko noi vay roi thanh
thao ludt tay trén ban phim.

Canh tay Mizuho dang 6m lay con giu bong d6 chot néi lyc va budng
thdng xudng. Khi con giu bong sép stra roi ra. Ikuto di giit 1dy no.

“Rdi, anh 1am di,” Kaoruko cudi go1y voi Kazumasa.

Anh cam con tha bong tir trén givong 1én. Khi anh van con dang boi rdi
khong biét nén lam gi, Kaoruko di lai g& 1én ban phim.

Poi tay dang thdng xubng cia Mizuho lai bat dau hoat dong. Cui tay
cong mot goc 90 do, hudng long ban tay 1én. Nhu thé dang mong doi thir gi
do.

“Cho con bé 6m lay di,” Kaoruko noi.

Kazumasa dit con thl bong 18n trén tay Mizuho. Kaoruko lai bat dau g
phim. Tay Mizuho co lai, con bé dm con giu bong vao trong long.

“Tbt qua roi, Mizuho nhi?”

Cung lac Kaoruko 1én tiéng, Hoshino & bén canh dudi tay, bat dau ludt
trén ban phim. Ngay 13p tirc, g0 mad Mizuho dong day, khoe miéng hoi
nhéch 1én.

“0,” Kazumasa ddi theo chim chim. Nhung gidy tiép theo, Mizuho
quay lai vé mit v6 cam ban dau.

Anh quay lai nhin Kaoruko. “Gi kia, chuyén ltc nay?”

“Cuo1 do con gi. Ngac nhién chua?” Kaoruko cudi hanh dién.
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Kazumasa chuyén anh nhin sang cau nhan vién bén canh, “La cdu lam
sa0?”” Hoshino khé& nhiu may, gat dau.

“Ciing khong biét phai noi 13 d3 1am hay khéng... Thyc ra, em tinh cd
tao ra ddy...”

“Tinh c06?”

“Em nghi chic anh ciing rd, hé co mit khong phai do tay song diéu
khién ma do mét cau ndo nim canh hanh ndo. Vén khong co ranh gidi 1d
rang gitra tay sdng va tiy ndo nhung tao sy kich thich 1én tiy séng khong
thoi dé tao thay ddi cho co mit hién thoi van con nhiéu kho khan. Chi
nha...” Hoshino liéc sang nhin Kaoruko, “néi rang mudn tim cach giap
Mizuho thay d6i biéu cam.”

Kazumasa nhiu may, anh nhin vao mat vg, “Em nho cau éy chuyén do
sao?”’

“Khong duoc sao?”, Giong Kaoruko c¢6 an mui nguy hiém. “Cuoi 1én
chut khong phai sé& d& thuong hon sao? Anh khong thiy vy a?”

Kazumasa thd dai, anh quay sang nhin Hoshino. “Tinh hinh gio sao
ri?”

“Nhu em d3 néi khi ndy, hién van con kho khin trong viéc kich thich
1én co mat. Nhung hoan toan c6 kha ning tao nén chut it thay doi trén co
mit roi. Tha thue, tir khoang mua thu ndm ngoai, em da co thé tao nén
nhitng cir ddng nho nho trén co mé va co cam. Theo tin hiéu phan hdi lai tir
tuy séng, em cho réng 6 thé tai hién hé théng, tao mot s6 kich thich 1én hé
than kinh co mat.”

“Ra thé...” Kazumasa mot 1an nita nhin sang gwong mit cta cd con gai
van nham nghién d6i mat.

“Anh chic khong dé y dung khong? Mdi thang chi dén thim duoc d6i
ba lan thoi ma.”

Khong hé phan ung lai giong diéu ché trach ciia Kaoruko, Kazumasa
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thuc Hoshino tiép tuc cau chuyén.

“Em da nho chi nha quan sat gitm xem co mat ¢6 bé cir dong trong
nhimg truong hop nao. Chi iy da cuc ky cha ¥y, rat ¢d ging tong hop lai
giim em ting chi tiét nho nhat. Em dua vao d6 tham khao dé dua ra mot s6
thir nghiém, ngay sau khi tao nhiing kich thich tir tinh 1én co bap, em thur
tao thém chut kich thich nhé nhé mét 1an nita, dan dan méi 1an tim ra duoc
cach dé dang tao ra nhimng thay d6i nho 1én co mat. Nhung van con chua
chac chan co thé tao ra thay d6i hay khong. Do d6 khé cuc cao. Ta ciing
khong dam chéc sé& tao ra dugc nhiing thay doi kiéu gi. Tuy cling nhiéu lan
tao ra dugc guong mat cudi nhu lac ndy roi nhung ciing c6 nhitng luc chi
cu dong dugc mdt bén ma voi cam ma thdi. Em dung chit tinh co 1a do
thé.”

“Con tuy thudc vao tam trang cua Mizuho do,” Kaoruko noi. “Em nghi
thé.”

“Dau khong co y thirc?” Kazumasa hoi.

Kaoruko liéc xéo anh, “Tam trang mot ngudi tét hay khong phai bat
budc phai nghi rdi modi cam thay hay sao? Em nghi khac. D6 1a mot loai
ban ning an sau trong co thé con ngudi. Y thic va ban ning 13 hai thr biét
1ap.

Kazumasa nhan ra dudng nhu ban thin di néi diéu khoéng phai. Anh
cling chang c6 long nao dé tranh cai vé nhitng van dé thé nay, anh quay
sang Hoshino, “Cau dinh tiép tuc ra sao?”

“Chi dinh thu thap thém dir li¢u théi a. Gid mébi chi cir dong dugc ma
va cam nhung néu dao sdu nghién ctru thém c6 1& s& lam cir dong duogc ca
nhitng co khéc nira. Néu 1a nhu thé, co kha nang tao ra nhiéu biéu cam
phong pht hon,” giong noi ctia cdu nhan vién tré tudi day hao himg.

Anh chi c¢6 thé dap “Vay a?” ma thoi. O ddy con Kaoruko dang theo

doi. Kazumasa lay tir trong tii giay ra mot cai hdp nira.

238



“B6 mua ca qua cho Ikuto nira. Mot bo 1ap ghép lam dugc ca ré-bét 1an
may bay day nhé. Khong biét con c6 lap duogc that dep khong day?”

“Hay qua,” cdu con trai sau tudi dit con giu bong van dang 6m xudng
san, chay ngay lai chd bd. Khi nhan hop qua tu tay Kazumasa, cau bé lai
gr?m khoe v&1 Mizuho trude khi mo ra, “Chi o1, em nhan dugc qua nay. Em
lap xong sé& cho chi xem nhé,” bang mdt giong rat vui vé.

Mot thtr gi d6 thuc vao trong 16ng nguc Kazumasa. C6 vé nhu Kaoruko
chi néi véi Ikuto 1, “chi bi bénh ngi” ma thoi. Thang bé van tin vao dicu
d6 va cho rang chi minh van nhu xua.

“Anh qua chao hoi me chit nhé,” Kazumasa néi thé réi roi khoi phong.

Khi anh vao dén bép, ba Chizuko van con dang thai rau. Anh dung ¢ 16i
vao, 1én tiéng chao ba.

“A, Kazumasa. Chao con,” ba Chizuko ngung tay mdt chdc, cudi voi
anh. Roi lai l4p tirc quay vé viéc ctia minh.

Anh nhin canh tay gy gudc cua ba 16 ra ngoai tir cai tay 4o xin Ién.
Tam trang cua Kazumasa nang né hian. Dao nay, sic mit ciia me vo anh
khong hé tot. Ba rd rang da gay hon trude, chinh vi thé trong cling gia di
nhiéu.

Ba Chizuko ngung tay, nghi hodc nhin anh. “Sao thé con?”

“Da khong, chi 1a con théy ¢ 16i voi me.”

“Sao thé?”

“Thi 1a vi, me da giap do cho Mizuho. Ca chuyén nho me lo gium viéc
nha nhu thé nay nira.”

Ba Chizuko t6 ra cuc ky ngac nhién, nguot hoi ngua ra, con dao trong
tay khé rung 1én.

“Con noi gi vay ha, dén tan luc nay roi. Do 13 chuyén hién nhién ma.”

“Nhung bo lai bd mot minh nhu thé. .. con ciing thy c6 15i.”

Ba Chizuko ldc dau that manh.
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“Bo con On ma. Ong dy bao ban than minh ty lo duoc nén phai chim lo
cho Mizuho cho t6t.”

“Piéu d6 khién con thuc sy rat biét on nhung con thiy lo. Néu cir thé
nay mai, me va Kaoruko chic s& 6m ca thoi.”

Ba Chizuko dit con dao xudng, xoay han ngudi vé phia Kazumasa.

“Sao lai thé? Me chiam lo cho Mizuho va gitup d& Kaoruko 1a diéu hién
nhién théi. Con dé me 1am diéu nay la me théiy cam on 1am rdi. Thyc ra thi,
néu con co khong cho me gap lai Mizuho lan nita, me cling chéng co tu
cach dé noi ra cdu trach moc. Me di chang thé 1am gi ndi trudéc mot sinh
ménh bi cudp di. Vay nén, Kazumasa, xin con dung noi nhiing diéu nhu
thé. Me mudn nén me mai 1am thé thoi,” giong me vo anh da cé chit run
run, d6i mat d6 da bét dau hoe do.

“Me n6i thé thi con ciing thdy thoai mai hon mot chat. Nhung chi xin
me dimg gang stc qua.”

“Me hiéu. Néu me dm lan ra ddy, Kaoruko s& vat va hon gap miy lan
bay gid,” ba Chizuko dung ngén tay bop bop tran réi mim méi, lai bat dau
tiép tuc thai.

Kazumasa roi khoi bép, tha minh xudng chiéc ghé sofa trong phong
khach. Anh vtra c6i1 4o khoac, thao ca vat vira nhin quanh can phong.

Do choi cua Ikuto dang quing lung tung khip noi. Ngoai diéu d6 ra,
moi th&t vin y nhu hai tun trude. Gio suy nghi lai, moi thtr van y nguyén
nhu mot ndm trudc, hay tham chi hai nam truéc day. Can phong nay, ma
khong, duong nhu thoi gian da ngung lai trong cdn nha nay.

Nhung thuc t& nao co phai. Ngoai trir cin nha ndy, moi tht déu dang
d6i thay. Mot ngudi séng bén ngoai nhu Kazumasa, anh chi ¢6 thé chap
nhan, khong thé phan khang. Khong duoc phép vo nhu chang thay.

Trong khi con dang van vo suy nghi, anh nghe thay tiéng chan tir ngoai

hanh lang. Nguo1 budce vao la Kaoruko.
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“Anh, cdu Hoshino vé kia.”

“Gi thé, khong & lai dung bita sao? Em timg néi 1a nhitng luc ndo t6i
mudn, cdu dy sé O lai dung bita véi ca nha ma.”

“Pung 1a nhu thé nhung t6i nay cau 4y tir chéi. Lau 1am ca nha méi co
hém dugce quiy quan bén nhau nén ciu ay khong muén 1am phién. RS rang
1a khong can giir y dén thé.”

“C¢ I€ anh ¢ day nén cau ta cling ngai.”

“Cha, ¢6 1& 1a thé.”

“Thé thi danh chiu th6i”, Kazumasa dimg day.

Anh di ra ngoai hanh lang, da thay Hoshsino dung chd dé giay. Cau ay
mac 4o vest ngoai, deo ca vat.

“To1 cr nghi cau s€ ¢ lai dung bita co,” Kazumasa noi.

“Cam on anh. Nhung tdi nay em xin phép a.”

“Vay thi, t61 cling khong nai ép.”

“Cam on anh d3 c6 10i. - Chi nay,” Hoshino quay sang Kaoruko. “Bu6i
tiép s& vao thtr Hai tudn sau nhé.”

“T6i hiéu. Hen gap lai cau”, Kaoruko dap 10i.

Hoshino gat dau rdi quay nhin Kazumasa n6i mot cau tam biét, “Em
chao anh nhe.”

“Pé toi tién cau ra cong”, Kazumasa xo6 chan vao gidy.

“Khéng, chi 13... Gid nay ra ngoai lanh 1am dy. Giam ddc lai khong
mac 4o khoac ngoai.”

“Khong sao. Toi cling mudn noi chiit chuyén véi cau.”

Guong miat Hoshino thoang vé lo ling, 4nh mat nhin vé phia sau
Kazumasa. Chic dang trao doi cai nhin véi Kaoruko.

“Nao, di thoi,” Kazumasa mo cua.

“A...vang.”

Anh budc cham cham trén con duong ra phia cong. Ping 1a khi troi co
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chut se se nhung ciing chang dén mirc qué lanh.

“Vo t6i chic cling da quen voi thiét bi kich thich dién tir rdi nhi? Lac
nay, canh tay Mizuho hoat dong linh hoat déy.”

“Pung nhu anh néi. Em ciing khong thiy c6 gi phai lo lang ca.”

“Toi c6 doc bao céo cua cdu va ¢ an tuong la cau da ndm bat duoc
trong diém dé dat dén nhirng k¥ thuat vu viét trong van dong co roi. That
su rat tuyét voi.”

“Cam on anh,” Hoshino néi ciu cam on kha ctimg nhic. C6 1& cdu ta
dang dinh thim do xem giam ddc c6 ¥ dinh néi gi day.

“Pén day thoi,” noi thé roi Kazumasa dimg chan. Hoshino dang song
budc di cung anh ngac nhién dung budc va quay minh lai.

“Ciing da c6 két qua, co 1& dén luc chung ta nén dit diu cham hét di
tho1.”

“...Y anh 13 sao a?”

“To61 nghi hay giao viéc ren luyén Mizuho cho Kaoruko, cau quay lai
vo1 nghién ciru BMI di.”

“Quay lai... nhung ma, hién em vin dang nghién ctru lién quan dén
BMI ma. Nhirng kich thich tur tinh 1én van dong co cling 1a mét dang ctua
BMI ma.”

“Cau Hoshino,” Kazumasa dat tay phai lén vai cau nhan vién.

“BMI viét tat cho cai gi? Brain Machine Interface. D6 1a cong nghé dua
trén bd nao. Nghién ctru trén nguoil khong con co nang nao cling cd gidi
han ctia n6. Cau khong nghi vay sao?”

Hoshino hoi ha cim Xuéng, nhin anh c6 chut gi nhu la thach thirec.

“Anh khong nén néi nhu thé vé bé Mizuho.”

“T61 chi no1 sy that ma thoi.”

Khuon miéng Hoshino hé ra nhung lai khép lai, cdu ta khé dang hang

mot cai ro1, “Em c6 thé phan bién khong?”
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“Cau cu no1 di.”

“Vay thi, tai sao co thé bé Mizuho van phat trién vay? Tai sao c6 thé
duy tri nhiét do co thé? Tai sao khong dung dén thuéc ma moi chi sé van
t6t? Néu ndo khong van hanh, ta s& khong thé giai thich dugc nhiing hién
tuong nhu vay. Tuy em chi nghe tr chi nha nhung c6 vé nhu bén phia bénh
vién cling da xac nhan la mot phﬁn nio bd van con dang hoat dong.”

Kazumasa gii dau, roi chi thing tay vao mit Hoshino.

“Thé thi c6 sao? Dau mot phan ndo bd c6 dang hoat dong ciling chang
thay ddi duogc chuyén hién tai con bé khong c¢é y thirc.”

“Y thirc ctia con ngudi vinh vién 1a mot hop den.”

“Nay, nay, toi khong thé nghi ddy 1a mot cau noi tir chuyén gia vé nio
dau day.”

“Boi vi em la chuyén gia nén can gitr su khiém tén,” sau khi néi nhing
101 sic 1ém, Hoshino duong nhu ciing giat minh truéc anh hudng cua diéu
d6 nén moi thodi lui. “Xin 18i. Pang 1& em khong nén néi ra voi giam doc
nhiing 10i that 1& dén thé.”

Kazumasa thé ra mét hoi, anh lac dau.

“T6i m&i phai cam on cdu. Vén di, d6 cling 1a chi 1énh tir toi con gi.
Gitip cho co thé cia Mizuho tré nén t6t hon, d& cong viéc cham soc chau
cho me con Kaoruko cling nh¢ vao cau ca. Gio nay lai bao cau phai tir bo,
dung 1a toi da ich ky roi. Nhung moi thir déu 6 thoi diém ciia nd.”

“Y anh 13 bay gio dd dén luc.”

“Boi vi cau khong thé ¢t mai theo dudi cong viée nay dugc.”

“Em c6 cam giac cong viéc hién tai la muc ti€u séng cua minh.”

“C6 thé ctr dong co mit mot dira tré dang khong co ¥ thire, giup con bé
thay doi sac thai biéu cam sao? Ngudi ta s& thay ky quai d6.”

“Em clr ké nguoi ta thich noi gi thi n6i”, néi thé réi Hoshino nhu dang

muodn don hoi, 1ong nguc phap phong ro1 nhin thang vao Kazumasa. “Dung
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12 em lam viéc theo chi thi tir phia giam ddc. Nhung em ciing lo cho cam
nhan cua chi nha. Chi éy cling co nhiéu niém vui tir do.”

Nghe nhu thé Kaoruko s& khong chiu budng cdu ta ra, mot phat biéu
cuc ky tu tin.

“Toi ciing s& ndi chuyén véi cod dy. Clir dé day, day khong phai 1a
chuyén phai lam ngay lac nay.”

“Em hiéu rdi.”

“Xin 13i da giir cau lai thé nay.”

“Da khong,” lic dau rdi 4nh méit Hoshino hoi nhin vé mot chd khac.
Thay thé, Kazumasa quay lai, anh c6 thé thdy Kaoruko noi mé cira sb
phong Mizuho. Anh mat ¢6 4y dang huéng vé phia nay. “Xin phép anh,”
Hoshino cti dau rdi bat dau budc di. Sau khi ra dén céng, cau ta lai cui
chao anh mét 1an nita roéi bo di mét.

Kazumasa quay got, bat dau quay lai 16i vao. Anh nhin vé ctra s6 phong
Mizuho nhung khéng con thay Kaoruko dau nira.

Anh nh¢ lai nhiing diéu da dién ra trong cudc hop Hoi déng Quan tr1
hém trudce. Lac do, Kazumasa d3 chiu nhiéu cau hoi vé viéc Hoshino da bi
161 qua sau vao vu nay.

Hién tai, cong ty dang dau tu manh nhét vao nghién ctru BMI. Mot
nguoi dong vai tro trung tdm nhung lai bi 161 vao cong viéc khac chéch
hudng véi cong viéc chinh ciia minh khéng phai 13 diéu hop 1y. Hon nita,
cong viéc nay lai qua dac thu, chi mang lai lgi ich cho $6 it cling co dau
hiéu anh huong rd rang cia tinh cam ca nhan. Tuy theo mat nhin, nguoi ta
c6 thé hiéu 1am rang dang c6 nguy co str dung viéc cong nhu mot loai tai
san ¢4 nhan. Néu clr dé tinh trang thé nay s& khong dugc su ting ho tir phia
cd dong, anh can phai nhanh chéng tim ra phwong sach xir 1y tinh hinh.

Tuy da tranh d& cap dén tén, nhung rd rang 1a phé phan hanh dong cua

Kazumasa.
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bap lai, Kazumasa da noi, “T61 khong nhd ¢ ra chi thi vé bat clr
nghién ctru vd nghia nao ca. Tuy hién tai méi chi 1a mét nghién ctru cong
nghé thap mang tinh dai ching ma thoi nhung toi tin d6 13 nghién ciru can
thiét cho tuong lai cia BMI, vay nén hi vong moi ngudi hiy cé tam nhin
lau dai hon” - anh da giai thich nhu vay.

La mot doanh nhan trong nganh san xuat, anh hiéu cach noi d6 khong
mang tinh tuyét dbi. Chic chan nhitng phan luin cua Kazumasa khién
khong it nguoi thiy bat man. Tam thoi ¢6 thé dwa vao d6 nhung nhin lau
dai thi s& con lam chuyén. Puong nhién, néu khong c6 hira hen gi véi ho
thi khong 6n, ban than Kazumasa 13 ngudi hiéu rd nhat.

Nhung Kazumasa néi v6i Hoshino d dén thoi diém khong phai 1a do
ap luc tir phia hoi dong.

Nhitng v kién tir hoi dong da dén tai ong Tatsurou. Hom trude, dng béo
1a ¢6 chuyén nén anh d3 qua gip ong, cau dau tién 6ng ndi lai 13, “Con van
cho tiép tuc chuyén kia ha?”. Khi anh hoi 1a gi thi 6ng d3 thang thimg dap
la vu kich thich dién tir kia.

“B6 da bao con bao lan 1a dimg ngay cai vu d6 di co ma. Con ¢ ¥ gi
day?”

Ong Tatsurou khong gip Mizuho hon mét nim nay rdi. Ké tir vu dung
kich thich tir tinh dé ctr dong chan tay chau gai, 6ng di khong muén gip
Kaoruko. Bé ngoai, 6ng c6 xin 16i nhung trong thAm tim van khong thé x6a
bo di cam gidc khé chiu d6. Co vé d6i véi ong Tatsurou, hanh dong cta
Kaoruko khong khac gi “str dung than thé con cai nhu mén dd choi dé lam
diu di cam xuc trong minh”.

“Nguoi cham lo cho chau 1a Kaoruko. Con khong thé ché trach gi
duoc.”

“Con la ngudi chi tién co ma. Con ctr kéo dai sy sdng con bé nhu thé dé

lam gi? Tir bo ngay tir sém lai khong t6t hon sao?”
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“Lam gi u?”

“Boi vi...” 6ng Tatsurou mim méi. “Con bé rdi s& méi nhu vy con gi?
S& ching bao gid 1dy lai dugc ¥ thire. Néu da thé, hiy vi Mizuho ma dé né
som siéu thoat di. B6 da quyét roi. Pua tré d6 da khong con ¢ lai voi thé
gid1 nay nira.”

“Dung tu ¥ giét nd thé.”

“Vay né sdng duoc sao? Con thyc 1ong nghi thé? Rdi sao?”

Nhitng cau hoi ciia bd, Kazumasa ching thé tra 1oi ngay duoc. Sy thuc
d6, ban than anh ciing thay séc.

“Anh néi chuyén gi v6i cau Hoshino thé?”

Kaoruko hoi Kazumasa khi anh di ngdi trén chiéc sofa trong phong
khach va dang nhdm nhép ly whisky. Luc d6 di qua 10 gio rdi. Sau bita
com ca gia dinh, ba Chizuko cho Ikuto di tim con Kaoruko cho Mizuho
dung bira. R6i hai ba chau Ikuto 1én ludn tang hai.

Ké tir khi Kaoruko bat dau chim con tai nha, mdi thang Kazumasa vé
tham nha doi ba 1an. Hoi dau thi du ¢6 t6i mudn, anh vin thudng vé cin ho
cia minh nhung gan ddy anh c6 hay ngu lai hon. Ciing bai budi sang khi
Tkuto di mau gido, n6 hay hoi “B6 dau?”.

“Pé mot minh Mizuho vay c6 6n khéng day?”

“Chi mot chit thoi thi ciing dugc. Néu khong, 15 lic nao khong c¢6 me
thi dén di vé sinh ciing khong noi a2”

“Ciing phai nhi?”

“Nay, anh da no1 chuyén gi vay?” Kaoruko 13p lai cau héi.

Kazumasa cham rai nhac cai ly lén.

“Chuyén tir gio' vé sau. Anh nghi cdu ta ciing dén lic phai quay lai vé6i
cong viéc chinh rdi. Chung ta khong thé dé tinh trang thé nay mai duoc.”

“Vay a?” Kaoruko ngdi xudng bén kia ghé. “Mizuho van con can dén

sy giup suc cua nguoi ay.”
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“Vay u? Nhung em ciing d3 van hanh duoc may kha kha rdi con gi.
Cau Hoshino ciing noi gio thi chic khong phai lo nira roi.”

“Néu chi 1a 1ap di lap lai nhitng ctr dong thi duoc. Nhung ta van chua
biét d3 cho Mizuho van dong hét 100% strc luc ciia minh hay khong ma.
Ciling mdi tao dugce chut biéu hién trén guong mat con bé théi ma.”

“Anh ciling ngac nhién vé chuyén d6,” Kazumasa udng hét chd whisky,
dit cai cbe xudng. “Nhung c6 can phai lam dén mirc 4y khong?”

“Y anh 1 sa0?”

“Anh nghi ctr dong tay chan ciia con bé 1a viéc ¢ ¥ nghia. Co bap duoc
rén luyén thi phan Gng sinh héa cling diéu do hon.”

“Co bap duoc coi nhu 14 gan thir hai 4y. Ngudi binh thuong ma bi yéu
co quan chirc nang gan thi chi can rén luyén co bép 1a 6n. That su, khi
huyét ctia Mizuho ciing luu thong, huyét ap ciing on dinh. Nhiét do co thé
cling c6 vé nhu t6t hon rat nhidu. Ngoai ra, tiét mo hoi, bai tiét va st tai
tao da - lo1 ich khong thé tinh toan hét duoc.”

“Piéu d6 thi anh hiéu. Nhung thay d6i biéu hién trén mait con bé co y
nghia gi khong? Cir dong co mit ctia con bé nhu thé, anh khong nghi ra ich
loi gi tir viéc d6. Pung 1a gidong nhu nhitng gi em da ndi luc trude, ddi khi
thdy vé mit twoi cudi ciia con bé that 13 d& thuong nhung d6 1a van dé cia
chung ta, diéu nay c6 lgi ich gi cho Mizuho khong?”

Thai duong Kaoruko ndi gan ran rat. Nhung d6i méi c¢o dy van cb ép ra
nu cuoi.

“Ta c6 thé bién diéu trude gio khong 1am ndi thanh diéu co that. Khong
phai la khong tao ra lgi ich gi dau. Néu khong ren luyén thi co mat s€ bi
thoai hoa dan. Gitp phat trién moi nang luc cho tré 13 nhiém vu cta bac
lam cha me. Anh khong nghi thé sao?”

“Dau ban than con bé con khong c6 y thirc”, Kazumasa cd nén cau nay

lai. L& mo miéng ra ciu d6 1a hét duong nghi luan.
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“Em ciing cam thay c6 16i véi anh,” ¢6 18 12 do Kazumasa im ling nén
Kaoruko noi tiép, “ta da phai tiéu ton rat nhiéu tién bac vi Mizuho. Chic
cling d3 gy khong it phién ha nita. Vay nén, em khong mudn phai phién
anh nhung tay vao chuyén chim con. Em ciing quyét dinh duy tri tinh hinh
nay. Mong anh hiy ctr dé em lam diéu em muén thém mot thoi gian nira.”

“Chuyén tién bac thi khong c6 gi nhung...” Sau khi Kazumasa nhip tay
g6 xudng ban vai 1an, anh kh& gat dau. “Dé anh suy nghi thém xem sao.”

“Em mong anh s€ co cau tra lo1 that tdt,” Karouko ¢b nén nu cuoi, ding
day. “Théi, chiic anh ngti ngon. Ping udng nhiéu qué day.”

“U, ngi ngon.”

Sau khi nhin vo ra khoi phong, Kazumasa lai cho da vién vao ly, rot
thém whisky. Vira dong nut lai chai rugu, anh nhé lai chuyén da xay ra
cach day hai ndm vai thang. Pém hom d6 anh ciing uéng whisky y nhu thé
nay. Hién gio, cai chai trong tay Kazumasa la hang Bowmore nhung luc do6
la mot chai Bunnahabhain.

Cai dém hom Mizuho gip tai nan dudi nudc. Pém anh noi chuyén véi
Kaoruko xem phai lam gi day. Ho ban bac v&i nhau, di cung théng nhat
chép nhan vu hién tang.

Néu nhu khéng rat lai quyét dinh d6, gid moi thir sé ra sao? Mizuho thi
khong con gi dé noi roi, chang con ¢ lai v6i thé gidi nay. Kazumasa va
Kaoruko c6 1€ s€ ly di dung nhu du tinh. Ikuto di theo Kaoruko. Kazumasa
roi s& ra sao? Co 18 s& tiép tuc gui tién nudi con, sdng mot minh ling 18
trong cin nha rong 16n nay. Ma khong, chic khong duoc nhu thé. Chéc anh
s& budng tay, song mot minh trong can ho kia nhu bay gid thoi.

Pong nghia voi, anh nhin quanh cin phong.

Kha ning cao 1a ngdi nha nay s& vang bong cha nhan. C6 khi lai di xay
mot ngdi nha hoan toan khac thé vao mat roi.

Anh lay ngoén tay vé tron vién da trong cdc ruou, “Vay gio phai lam
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sa0?”, Kazumasa 1am bam.

Anh ty hoi minh nhu thé nay s& t6t hon ching. Ctr duy tri sinh mang
cia Mizuho nhu thé nay u? - 1a cdu hoi luén canh canh trong 1ong nguc
anh. Con bé da duy tri 1au hon so v6i dy tinh rdi, anh ciing khong thé chdi
b6 cam giac bdi r6i ndy. Néu nhu lic d6 chdp nhan chét ndo, chac s& khong
c6 cudc ndi chuyén lac ndy. Anh ciing khong cam thay khién cudng khi
Kaoruko ¢ giit Hoshino nhu thé.

Chua ké anh ciing chang phai ban long vé Mizuho nita. Ciing chang
phai ngdi udng whisky voi nhitng méi lo khong dut nhu bay gio.

Cau tra 101 1a gi, Kazumasa lac dau. Lam gi ¢6 chuyén dé dang thé.

Néu ngay d6 anh chdp thuan lam thim dinh chét ndo, chic ban than
cling khong thé cudi ndi, ludn giay vo chinh minh vi khong rd da lam ding
hay sai. Biét dau Mizuho lai c6 thé hdi phuc. C6 thé khong tri khoi hoan
toan nhung s& co ngdy con bé hoi tinh lai, va giao tiép nhu ta mong doi,
chang phai sao? Dau khong thé lam thé, chi cAn Mizuho van co thé séng
trong mot dang thirc nao d6 thi chang phai ciing ¢ thé vui vé day thoi. Pau
phai khong thé thé hién dugc tinh cam dau chtr. Cang nghi cang nhu lac
vao mot mé 10 sdu tham, cam giac an han cling manh Ién dén murc nao cling
khong kho tudng tugng ra.

Ké tir dém d6, c6 1& ban than ho di chua thé tién 1én ndi budc nao,
Kazumasa nghi vay.

2

Khi di ngang qua ctra chinh vao bénh vién, Kazumasa khong tranh khoi
cam giac hoai niém. Nh¢ dén hon hai nim vé trude, ngay nio anh ciing di
di vé vé noi nay. Nhung rdi, anh 1ap tirc nhan ra minh that thiéu suy nghi
khi dung dén tir hoai niém vao gio nay. Ké tir ngay do, khong co bat ctr
chuyén nao duoc giai quyét.

Khi anh hoi thim 18 tan, ho lién ndi bac si doi sin & phong doi khu
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ngoai khoa than kinh ndo nhu thé da duoc béo trude. Nhung khong dam
bao chic chin. “L& ¢6 bénh nhan cap ctru, bac si s& phai thay ddi lich cho
phu hgp véi tinh hinh nén ¢6 gi mong anh thong cam cho,” nguoi phu nit &
quiy noéi voi mot giong may moc.

Khi anh di dén phong doi thi chi c6 mot bénh nhan cao tudi dang & do.
Bénh nhan d6 ciing bi goi, ding day di ngay sau d6. Kazumasa ngdi 1én
chiéc ghé dai, bat dau doc cudn tuan san mang theo nguoi.

Ngay sau d6, anh cam thiy c6 ai d6 lai ding ngay canh minh, bong
ngudi che téi mot khoang noi tay. Kazumasa ngang dau 1én dang lac nghe
tiéng noi, “Lau ngay khéng gip”. Bac si Shindou trong mau 4o choang
trang nhin xuéng anh. Guong mit tri thirc d6 van chang d6i khéc gi.

Kazumasa gip cudn tap chi lai, dimg day khoi ghé.

“P3 1au khong gap. Gia dinh t6i da nhan duoc nhiéu sy gitp d& tir phia
bac si,” anh cai dau chao.

Béc si Shindou gat dau, moi anh theo minh ri bat dau budc di.

Anh dugc moi vao mot cin phong c6 ban va nhiéu thiét bi do dac. C6
vé khong phai phong chan bénh hay diéu tri gi ca. Bac si dd kéo ghé giim
nén Kazumasa ngdi xudng.

“Tinh hinh con gai anh c6 vé van On nhi? Xét nghiém thang trudc
khong tim ra bat ky ddu hiéu bat thuong nao.”

“Pung 1a nhu thé that. Cling nhd cac bac si.”

Bac si Shindou dot nhién mim moi, dong tap tai li¢u lai.

“Nho ching t61... That sy, anh nghi vay sao?”

“Y bac si la gi?”

“Co thé con gai anh chi van con dau hiéu sy séng dén tan bay gio von
khong phai do chiing t6i chita tri, ma nhd sy nd luc va bén bi cua anh chi
con gi. Pang 1a nhu vay. Bénh vién chang 1am gi ca. Chang t6i chi lam cac

xet nghiém va cap nhirng loai thuoc can thiét ma thoi.”
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Khong biét dap lai gi, Kazumasa danh im ling. Bac si Shindou xin 16i
anh, mot tay nam chit lai.

“Té1i lai an n6i kho nghe roi. Toi khong cb y dau. That 1ong toi rat ngac
nhién va ngudng mo. Toi cling dd ban luan cing béc si chu tri va ong dy
cling c6 chung suy nghi véi t6i. Ching toi cang hiéu thém sy tuyét voi va
bi 4n ctia co thé con ngudi.”

“Vay nghia 13, dung 1a Mizuho dang tirng budc phuc hdi u?”

Bac si Shindou khong dap ngay cau hoi cua Kazumasa, sau khi can
nhéc can than, ong lic dau.

b

“Cach néi nhu vay khong thich hop,” 6ng thin trong bat dau. “Néu
mién cudng ma ndi thi... dung, cb 1& tinh trang cta cd bé chi dang dé kiém
soat hon.”

“Dé kiém soat hon 14 sa0?”

“Céc trj s it bién d6i, lidu luong thudc chan tri cling ngay mot it di.
Nhitng ganh niang 1én me con chi nha han ciing giam di kha nhiéu.”

“Vay khong goi 1a phuc hdi hay sao?”

Poi trong mit den cta bac si Shindou khong nging di dong, “Khong
thé goi vay dugc,” ong tra 101.

“Tai sao lai vay?”

“Phuc hoi nghia 13,” bac si Shindou liém méi, noi tiép, “vé lai trang thai
nhu trudc kia. Khi ngudi bénh co dau hiéu tré lai voi thoi ky khoe manh, ta
méi dung dén tir 4y. Nhung trudng hop ctia con gai anh thi lai khong phai
vay. Do kich thich tir tinh 1én tay séng va co bip, diéu tiét co thé co bé
dugc duy tri it nhiéu nhung dé chi 1a duy tri ma thoi, khong phai 14 vé véi
thé trang trude kia. Ndo c6 bé khong hé c6 dau hiéu thay doi gi... Ma
khong, chiing toi doan ¢ 1& ving nido chét dang ngay cang lan rong ra”.

Kazumasa thd phi ra mot hoi that 16n. “T6i mubn noéi vé chuyén nay.”

“Cling ding nhi. Trong cudc dién thoai sang nay, anh c6 ndi 1a muodn
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hoi vé tinh hinh n3o bd con gai ma. Nhung van nhu nhitng gi toi da néi khi
éy, ching t61 khong nam dugc chinh xac tinh hinh hién tai.”

Theo 161 bac si Shindou, Kaoruko néu rd nguyén vong bd qua céac bai
kiém tra ndo bo trong cac dot kiém tra dinh ky. Kazumasa c6 thé phan nao
hiéu dugc 1y do. C6 4y muén tranh su that néu 15 khong hé c6 bién chuyén
tt, tham chi con di theo chiéu hudng XAu.

“Ciing chang sao. Piéu t6i mudn hoi khéng phai chuyén bay gio, ma la
chuyén ngay hom do.”

“Ngay hom d6?”

“Ngay Mizuho bi dubi nudc. Khi bac si bao voi chiing toi 1a con bé da
bi chét ndo.”

“Vang,” bac si Shindou nhe git dau. “Anh mubn hoi chuyén gi?”

“Tbi s& hoi thang. Néu nhu lic do, chung t6i cho phép tién hanh tham
dinh chét ndo, bac si cho réng moi chuyén sé ra sao? Li¢u Mizuho co6 bi két
luan 1a chét ndo khong? Mong hay tra 10 thanh thuc cho toi hay.”

Bac si Shindou nhin thang vao guong mit Kazumasa. Poi mat duong
nhu dang bi 16i, tai sao dén tan gio nay réi ma anh lai dwa ra cau hoi nhu
vay?

“Tb1,” vi bac si ngoai khoa than kinh ndo kh& hé bd méi, “toi cho rang
ty 18 cao 1a chét ndo. Ké ca bay gio, néu co dira tré nao khac ciing roi vao
tinh trang y nhu con gai anh, c6 18 tdi cling s& dua ra chan doan tuwong tu.
Khong hé do dy. Va chic chan toi cling s& moi bod me cua chau dua ra
quyét dinh hién tang y nhu dém d6.”

“Dau cho hon hai nim nay Mizuho van dang séng so s d6?”

“Boi vi chét ndo khong c6 nghia 1a trai tim ciing lap tirc ngimg dap, lac
d6 toi cling da ndi nhu thé. Du moi thtr kéo dai dén murc nay, dung 1a ciing
ngoai strc tudng tuong.”

“Vay thi, néu bay gio, ta tién hanh tham dinh chét ndo cho Mizuho, bac
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s nghi sao. Lic ndy, bac si di néi 1a khong phuc hdi con gi. Néu bay gio ¢6
tham dinh, chic két qua van chi 1a chét ndo thoi phai khong?”

Bac si Shindou cham réi gat dau. “Toi nghi 1a thé.”

“DAu co thé co phat trién u?”

Kazumasa mé miéng héi mot cAu hién nhién dén vay, nhung bac si
Shindou lai thodng né mdt nu cuo.

“Chic t61 da néi diéu gi ky la chang?”

“Khoéng phai, néu 13 mot vi bac si khac chua nghién ctru gi vé diéu nay,
chac ho s& nodi 1a khong tién hanh tham dinh nita cho xem. Pung nhu anh
da chi ra, néu toan bd co nang cua nao da ngung hoat dong, chic chin co
thé s& khong phat trién. Khong thé diéu hoa nhiét do co thé, cling khong thé
6n dinh huyét ap. Néu suy nghi theo 16i thong thuong, ddy khong thé 1a
chét ndo duogc.”

“Nhung ma”, bac si Shindou néi1, “da tung cd nhitng ca nhu vay trong
qua kht. Khong can biét c¢6 phai 1a chét ndo hay khéng, ho van ctr séng
sudt nhiéu nam, van ctr cao 1én sudt thoi gian d6. Vé diéu nay, nhitng ngudi
theo phai phat trién cdy ghép noi tang ciing da phan dbi rang vay 1a dau co
chét ndo that sy hay phai ching cic ngudi da khong tién hanh thim dinh
chinh thirc. Puong nhién, han 13 s& ¢6 nhitng ca nhu vdy. Nhung t6i cho
rang trén bé mat luat phap, nhiing ca chét ndo von ciing khong it 6i gi. Boi
theo tiéu chuan thim dinh thi di 1a chét ndo nhung mat phﬁn ndo bo van
con hoat dong. Va, chau Mizuho - con gai anh cling thudc cac ca nhu vay.”

“Chang phai néu mot phan ndo b van con hoat dong thi khong thé goi
1a chét ndo co ma?”

Bac si Shindou khé khang nhtn vai.

“C6 1& anh cling hiéu nham rdi. Ma thoi, toi cling khong cb ép. Ban than
cum tir ‘chét ndo’ van con rat nhiéu bi 4n va tranh cii.”

“Y bac sila sao?”
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“Dinh nghia chét ndo 13 toan bd co ning cua ndo di ngimg hoat dong.
Céc tiéu chuin tham dinh déu nhim xac nhan diéu nay. Nhung c6 thé noi
d6 chi 1a bé mat. Do ban than ching ta cling chua biét rd hét moi diéu vé bod
ndo. Ta van chua thé hoan toan nam dugc liéu rang dau d6 van con bd phan
nao ngam hoat dong hay khong. Néu di thé, sao ¢ thé khang dinh chic
chin n3o bo di hoan toan ngung hoat dong duoc.”

“Pung 1a vay,” Kazumasa kh& lam bam.

“C6 18 anh di biét, tir chét ndo von duoc dua ra nhim phuc vu muc dich
cdy ghép noi tang. Nam 1985, nhém nghién ctru Takeuchi BO Y té dua ra
nhitng tiéu chuan tham dinh, khép véi nhitng tiéu chuan d6 s& bi xép vao
dién chét ndo. No6i cho rd rang, nhing tiéu chuan nay khong hé khang dinh
tat ca cac chire nang déu nging hoat dong. Vay nén, khong thiéu nguoi cho
rang d6 14 nhitng tiéu chi sai lam. Ciing c6 nhiéu y kién phan dbi chét ndo
ddng nghia véi tir vong.”

“Phan tich nay da danh diung trong tam.”

“T6i hiéu cam nhan cta anh. Nhung ta khong dugc phép quén tiéu chi
Takeuchi khong phai 1a dinh nghia vé tir vong, n6 chi gidi han trong viéc co
quyét dinh hién tang hay khong ma théi. Gido su Takeuchi truong nhom
nghién ctru d nhin manh vao “point of no return’ - khi dé roi vao trang thai
nay ty 1¢ phuc hoi bang khong. Vi vy, thay vi cai tén ‘chét ndo’ ta c6 thé
dung cach néi ‘khdng con kha ning phuc héi’ hay “tinh trang tién tir vong’
thi hop 1y hon. Nhung ddi v6i nhitng chinh tri gia ¢6 ¥ phat trién ciy ghép
ndi tang, ho s€ mudn thém chit ‘chét’ vao d6. Vi thé ma moi cudc tranh
luan déu tro nén phirc tap.”

“Dau chuyén ghép tang khong lién quan dén viéc chét ndo co phai la
chét hay khong u?”

“Dang tiéc 1a vay”, bac si Shindou manh dan gat dau khi théy anh da

ngd ra van dé. “Thé nao méi 1a tir vong? Ta khong nhét thiét phai 6m cai ly
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luan triét hoc d6 1am gi. Piém chi chét 1a dap Gmg nhitng tiéu chuan nao thi
duoc phép hién tang? Rat khé dé phap luat cho phép hién tang nhitng ngudi
van duoc cho 1 dang séng. Ta can ¢ cdu ‘ngudi d6 da chét rdi’.”

“P3 chét roi... u? Dau ndo Mizuho van phﬁn nao hoat dong nhung mot
khi da khdp voi nhimg tiéu chuan tham dinh, con bé s& bi danh gia 1a chét
ndo, hay noi cach khac 1 da chét roi - ¥ bac si 1a vy sao?”

“Pung nhu anh no61.”

“Dau lung n6 van cé thé dudi thang w...?” Gi thi gi, anh van quay lai
van dé do.

“Tbi cho rang tiéu chi Takeuchi khong sai. Co rat nhiéu ca nhi bi chét
ndo truong ky. Nhung chua ting ¢ céng nhan ca nao phuc hoi ¥ thic sau
khi bi thAm dinh chét néo, rat 6ng thé nhan tao ca. ROt cude, tinh trang chét
ndo dugc duy tri lai din dén tim nging dap. Su ton tai ciia chét ndo trudng
ky khong tao nén bat ky anh huéng gi dén quy trinh tham dinh tién dé cho
viéc hién tang. D3u lung c6 dudi thang ciing thé thoi.”

Kazumasa rii xudng, 1iy tay day tran. C6 1& anh can sap xép loai suy
nghi trong dau.

“Tb6i s& ndi voi anh thém mot diém,” bac si Shindou gio ngoén tro. “Co
mot trudng hop nhu thé nay. Pira tré nay cling giéng Mizuho, bi chan doan
1a chét ndo tir khi con bé nhung van duy tri sy séng rat lau. Trong khoang
thoi gian d6, dra bé van cao 1én, thé trang cling 6n dinh. Sau khi rat éng
thé va tién hanh kham nghiém tr thi, ndo bd da hoan toan chay ra, khong
¢ bat ¢t dau hiéu nao chirng t6 van con hoat dong. Tuc 13, chét nfo hoan
toan. Chic chan khong chi ¢6 mot truong hop. Trén thé gidi ndy chic
khong thiéu ca bénh nhu vay.”

“Mizuho, c6 khi nao cling nhu vay?”

“T6i khong thé phii nhan. Co thé ngudi van con 4n gidu nhiéu bi an.

Nhat 14 tré em.”
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Kazumasa 14y hai tay 6m dau, nia thin trén ngira minh trén ghé. Sau
khi sim soi tran nha, anh nhim mit lai.

Giir trang thai d6 kha 1au, anh méi bo tay xudng, nhin béc si Shindou.

“T6i mudn hoi lai 1an nita. Néu gio chép nhan thdm dinh chét ndo cho
Mizuho, ty 1 két qua 1a chét ndo khé cao ding khong?”

“Cé I€,” bac si Shindou tra 161 véi anh nhin mong lung.

“Vay thi...” Kazumasa iy hoi hoi tiép, “hién tai, nha t6i... dira con gai
¢ nha to1 la bénh nhan. Hay 1a mdt xac chét day?”

Bac si Shindou té vé kho xtr, ngon tr duong nhu da nghen lai. Bo6i
trong mat den d6 ctr dao di dao lai ro6i nhu da quyét ¥, 6ng méi ndi voi
Kazumasa.

“P6 khong phai 1a diéu toi co thé quyét duogc.”

“Vay thi ai s& quyét dinh?”

“T6i khong biét. C6 1& chang ai trén ¢di doi nay ¢ thé quyét noi.”

Mot cau tra 101 qua hiém, Kazumasa nghi vay. Dong thoi, anh ciing thdy
d6 13 cau tra 101 thanh that. Khong ai c6 thé quyét noi. Pung 1a nhu vay.

“Cam on bac si,” anh cti dau chao ong.

3

Miharu dua Wakaba dén choi vao mot ngdy dau thang Tam. Hom d6 1a
thir Bay, khong co y ta dén tham bénh ciing khong c6 ¢ gido dén day hoc.

Chudng cura reo dung luc Kaoruko ro1 khéi phong Mizuho, ¢6 vira doc
cho con bé nghe xong cudn sach muon duoc tir Shinshou Fusako. Truyén
ké vé nhan vat chinh séng qua nhiéu lan bién hoa thanh nhiéu loai sinh vat,
vi nhu timg sdng mot doi xuwong rong noi sa mac nhung van thau hiéu dugc
niém vui duoc sébng nhu thé nao, 1an nao doc co ciing thiy rao ruc trong
16ng nguc. Vay nén, khi ra ngoai cira d6n me con Miharu, ¢6 em gai di lo
lang hoi “co chuyén gi sao?”. Chic la do mat c6 di hoi do 1én. Kaoruko

cudi kho, chita nguong 13 chang c6 gi. Nghe c¢d bao 13 doc sach roi thay

256



cam dong qua ma thoi, Miharu chang néi gi, chi cudi kho hiéu.

Khoang mua hé nim ngoai, Chl nhat tuan nao Miharu ciing ghé qua.
Luac béy gi0, Kaoruko da mao danh Shinshou Fusako dé tham gia cac hoat
dong quyén goép. Puong nhién 1a c6 khong ké that cho Miharu biét. C6 chi
giai thich 1a di tham dy budi hoi thao vé cach cham séc tré hon mé ma thoi.

“Me dau?” Miharu hoi.

“Di mua d6 roi. Nhan tién ghé vé xem tinh hinh nha cira thé nao”,
Kaoruko nhin sang Wakaba. “Chao chau, chau khoe cht?”

“Chao bac”, Wakaba 1én tiéng chio co. Ptra chau gai cung tudi Mizuho
gid di 16n nhiéu rdi, khong con luu gilt dang voc ctia mot dira bé con nita.
Mot co be 16p Ba tiéu hoc. Mot dua tré duoc di hoc han hoi, mot co bé 16p
Ba tiéu hoc danh chinh ngon thuan. C6 nghe ba Chizuko ké 1a con bé rat
gioi thoi sdo. Lai con thudc bang ciru chuong 1au lau. C6 1& con bé ciing c6
nhiéu ban bé trén truong, co thé cuoi dua tro chuyén va choi that nhiéu tro.
Puong nhién thé ndo cling s& c6 tranh cii, c6 ndi xau nhau. Nhung ma, day
1a cach tré con ng xtr trong cac mdi quan hé cta chiing né.

Néu nhu khong c6 tai nan d6, chac Mizuho ciing... c¢6 khong thé ngin
minh c6 nhimg suy nghi nhu thé. Mdi 1an gip Wakaba, ¢6 lai nhan ra phan
nao do trong minh dang sap ctra lai, cling thiy buc boi chang biét phai 1am
sao dé diéu khién cam xac nay.

“Béc o1, chau gap Mizuho dugc chu?” Wakaba hoi.

“U, duoc chtt. Chau ctr gap no6 di.”

Wakaba coi giay ra roi thanh thao mé cira phong Mizuho. Miharu ciing
theo con di vao. Tir dang sau, Kaoruko theo ddi tinh hinh.

C6 vira doc sach cho con bé nghe luc ndy nén Mizuho van con dang
ngoi trén xe lan.

“Chao, Mizuho. Hém nay, me cdt toc hai bén cho con ha, hop lam diy.”

Pau tién, Miharu 18n tiéng bat chuyén véi con bé. Do toc Mizuho duoc cot
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1€n thanh hai tim xinh xinh trai phai.

Wakaba nam 1ay tay Mizuho.

“Chao chi, Wakaba day. Hom nay, em c6 mang dau tay dén. Hom trudc,
ca nha di dén tan Nagano hai vé lam qua ddy,” con bé néi 1i nhi nhu thé tu
n6i chuyén véi chinh minh. Cé chut gi d6 nhu 1a gitr k&.

Miharu ldy tir trong cai ti vai to tudng mang theo mot cai hdp vuodng.
Trong d6 dung ddy diu tdy d6 mong. Wakaba nhén 13y cai hop roi dua lai
gan mit Mizuho.

“Pay nay, dau tdy day. Mui rat thom, Mizuho cam nhan dugc thi tot
qua.”

Mot luc lau sau d6, Wakaba ro1 khoi Mizuho, con bé noi “da day” roi
chia cai hop cho Kaoruko.

“Cam on chau. Mui rat thom, chic Mizuho vui 1dm,” Kaoruko nhan léy
cai hop, cudi véi co chau gai.

“Vang,” Wakaba dép lai. Anh sang l4p lanh trong d6i mait 4y sao ma
trong treo.

“Tkuchan di dau roi chi?”, Miharu héi.

“Pang trén tang hai. Chi c6 bao me con em t&i choi nhung chic nd van
con mai game. Chi phai di goi n6.”

“Théi, ciing chang c6 gi. Ikuchan chic ciing chang c6 hing tha gip me
con em dau.”

“Pay khong phai 13 van dé, phai chao hoi cho han hoi cht. Ma em co
ubng tra khéng? Co bich banh ngon lim, d6 ngudi ta cho.”

“Vang, vdy em xin phép. Wakaba thi sao? An banh v&i me va bac nhé?”

“Khoéng,” Wakaba lic dau. “Lat Wakaba an. Con mudn bén Mizuho
thém luc nira co.”

“Hiéu rdi,” Miharu dap vay roi ndi v6i Kaoruko, “Thé ddy!” Kaoruko

gat gat dau.
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Lan nao dén nha, hau nhu Wakaba déu & bén Mizuho. C6 1& véi con bé,
Mizuho van 1a ngudi chi ho déng tudi than thiét cua ngay xua. C6 18 nd van
tin rang tuy gid chim sdu trong gidc ngt nhung s& c¢6 ngdy chi nd6 mé mat ra
va chot v&i n6 nhu ngay xua. Co khi nao, nho mdt thr nang luc tinh than
dic biét chi co ¢ tré con da giup con bé hiéu duge Mizuho ching.

Roi khoi phong Mizuho, di nira chirng vé phia phong khach, ¢ dimg lai
& 161 1én cau thang va goi vong 1én, “Ikuto. Me Mi va Wakaba dén choi kia.
Xubng chao di chir.”

Roi doi thang bé dap nhung chang c6 dong thai gi. Phai gao 1én mot 1an
nita, thang bé mai dap tra bang mot giong kho chiu, “Con nghe thiy roi.”

“Chi dimg ép thing bé qua. Chic no ciing thiy phién d6,” Miharu hiéu
¥, khuyén.

“Dao ndy n6 budc vao giai doan noi loan hay sao d¢6. Ctr nhét minh mai
trong phong chang chiu ra. Khi hoi vé chuyén trén truong, ciing chang chiu
dap cho tir té.”

“Ikuchan ciing 16n r6i con gi.”

“Gi co. Lop Mot tiéu hoc 4?”

“Pbi véi bon tré con ma nodi, tr mam non 1én tiéu hoc di 1a mot budce
chuyén 16n 1dm rdi.”

“Co 18 1a thé.”

Thang Tu ndy, Ikuto vao tiéu hoc. Nhin con trai deo cip sach trén lung,
cd d3 vo cung cam dong. Cung lic, cb lai thay dau budn vi chang thé nhin
Mizuho trong dang vé d6. C6 cAu mong Ikuto c6 mot cudc sdng hoc dudng
vui vé thay ca phan chi gai minh. Thang bé di hoc r6i nhung ciing chua
thdy van dé nao nay sinh dang dé c6 phai luu tim ca.

Pung luc Kaoruko dang rét ra hai tach tra, Ikuto tho mat vao phong.
Théy Miharu, théng bé cti dau, “Chao me Mi.”

“Chao Ikuchan, truong hoc vui cht?”
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Khi Miharu hoi vdy, thang bé gat dau noi “Vang”. Vé mit né khong to
ra chut gi phung phiu hon ddi ca.

“Con thich mén gi? Toan? Qubc ngit?”

Ikuto ¢6 vé nguong ngung, nd ¢t van veo mai rdi méi dap, “Thé duc.”
La mon Thé duc.

“Mon Thé duc a? Ciing phai thé1. BPuoc van dong no kia chic vui l[am.”

Nghe Miharu néi thé, Tkuto c6 vé rat vui. Nhu thé thang bé dang duoc
nguoi khac cong nhan vay.

“Néu con dinh tim Wakaba, thi con bé dang trong phong chi d6,”
Kaoruko noi vay.

“Vang,” Ikuto dap lai. Nhung vé mat thang bé nhu ¢ chit xiu xudng.
Ciing ching ¢ ¥ chay ra d6 ngay.

“Sao thé? Con khong mudn gip Wakaba ha?”

Tkuto lic dau. “Khéng phai.”

“Vay thi ra gap em di chu?”

Théng nhdc moi sép sua 1én bay to chat vé bdi rdi, nd nhin mot luot
Kaoruko va Miharu néi, “Con di gip em” roi roi khoi phong.

“Giai doan ndi loan & chd nao co?” Miharu hoi nhd. “No6 van ngoan
nhu trude gio ma. Ngudi 16n héi gi cling dap han hoi.”

“Chac hom nay n6 dang vui vé. Néu khong vui thi ciing dang c6 to vé
day. Hom khai giang cling thé, no con phai tu gidi thiéu véi bao nhiéu
nguoi. Toan nhiing nguodi xa la.”

“Ho, gio1 qua do chtt. Chuyén nhu thé nao vay?”

“Pau tién 1a tu gio1 thieu ban than. Chao moi nguoi, em la Harima
Tkuto 16p 1-3, mong moi ngudi gitip d& cho. Néi vay roi cti dau that thap.”

“Gi6i qua. Thé thi, moi nguoi s& nhé ngay dugc tén thang bé day.”

“Thay chwa? Roi sau d6, né bao ddy 1a chi gai minh rdi gidi thiéu ca

Mizuho ntra d6.”
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“0”, d6i mat Miharu mo 16n. “Pay 1a chi gai minh... chi dua ca
Mizuho dén ca budi 18 khai giang ctia Ikuchan ha?”

“U, duong nhién rdi. Do 13 ngdy trong dai ctia em trai ma, dwong nhién
phai dua dén chtr. Chi con mua cho con bé quan 40 méi mic ngay hom do.
Ikuto cling no6i mudn dua chi dén tham dy ma.”

“Htrm,” Miharu nhin xa xam.

“Sao? Co gi lau?”

“Khéng, c6 gi dau” Miharu voi voi vang vang lic dau. “Em chi lo moi
ngudi sé thay ngac nhién thoi. Thé khong ai néi gi a?”

“Chuyén d6 thi c6 chir. C6 ngudi con kéu chic ¢d vat va 1am. Nhung ai
ai cling tO ra quan tdm hét. Trong con bé khong co gi 1a bi chan thuong
ning ma. C6 vé nhu nd cd thé mé mit ra va chao hoi véi minh ngay Ay.
Cho nén chi méi ndi véi ho. Chang vat va gi dau, dau dua tré co nghich
ngom dén mirc nao thi luc nd ngu ciing dé dang chim soéc hon ma, va nha
t61 lic ndo cling thé nén chang ai néi gi nira. Ciing vui phét.”

Miharu chi néi “Thé ha?” roi chang hoi han thém gi vé 18 khai giang
nta.

Ciing 1au khong gip, hai chi em c6 rat nhiéu chuyén dé néi véi nhau.
Miharu lai bat diu cin nhan vé chong minh. Chong ¢ ay 1a doanh nhan,
ngudi thude dang chu nghia duy 1y dién hinh. Vi tu tuong d6, anh ta chi
trich timg li ting ti moi hanh dong ctia vo khién c6 cam thay chan nan ma
lai chéng thé tranh cii lai.

“Vé6i nhitng nguoi nhu thé, d6i khi ciing can phai biét néi déi mot chut.
Cai gi cling thanh that khai bao s& cang lam hu cai ban tinh kho chiéu do
day. Biét lam lo di vira phai, doi khi cling v quén mét sd diéu nho nhat.”

“Chiac em ciing phai lam thé that.”

“Lai chéng. Néu khai tudt tudn tudt vai nhitng ké nhu vay, nhat dinh

nguoi ta s& nghi ra diéu gi dé phu dinh em.”
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Trong khi hai ngudi dang noi dén chuyén do, chot co tiéng dong tu
hanh lang. Ctra m¢ ra, Ikuto va Wakaba di vao.

“O kia, c6 chuyén gi thé?”

Chang dira nao chiu tra 15i cau hoi ciia Kaoruko. Trong Wakaba co vé
kho chiu.

Tkuto da 16i tir dau ra bo lip ghép dao gan day né thich. Chac né dinh
cho Wakaba choi cung day.

Vira dé mat trong coi hai dira choi, Kaoruko tiép tuc cAu chuyén véi
Miharu nhung dudng nhu ¢6 khong thé nao bo qua chuyén dé. “Nay!” Co
héi Ikuto. “Tai sao hai dtra lai qua day? Thuong cic con van choi trong
phong chi con ma. Hom nay cling choi trong d6 dugc ma.”

Hai dtra van im bat. Nhung Wabaka dudong nhu c6 diéu gi mudn noi.
Viy nén Kaoruko xoay vé phia con bé hoi:

“Wakaba dén tham Mizuho ma. Chau choi trong d6 thi hay hon cha?”

C6 vira hoi vy, Wakaba 1ap tirc c¢6 tin hiéu hdi dap nhu ¢6 mong cho.
Con bé nhap nhém, anh mét ra ¥ néi Ikuto bao ra day choi. Nhung phan
g cua Ikuto lai khong nhu ¢6 mudn.

“N6i doi day!” Thang bé néi vay. Khi néi ra nhimg 1oi d6, n6 khong hé
nhin Kaoruko.

“Gi c0?” Kaoruko hoi. “Néi déi gi co?”

Nhung Ikuto khong dap. N6 ¢t im ling lap ghép do choi.

“Ikuto!”, Kaoruko gao 1én. “Con néi cho rd rang di. Néi dbi gi co?”

Thang bé 16p Mot run 1én nhu thé ca co thé dang phai oan minh chiu
dung diéu gi d6, roi nd nhin thang mat d6i mit voi Kaoruko. Vé mat d6 van
1én su thu dich va phang phat ndi budn, chua bao gid co thay.

“Me n6i déi 1a chi van sdng con gi?”

“0...”

“That ra chi da chét tir 1au r6i nhung me van co giir chi song ma thdi,”
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thang bé nhu rén 1én trong tuyét vong.

Trong mét khoanh khic, dau 6c Kaoruko nhu tréng réng. Co khong
hiéu con trai minh dang néi gi nita. C6 hiéu rd y nghia ting 10i, ting 10i
mot. Nhung dau hiéu dugc ching trén bé mat ngon tur, ban nang lai nhu
dang phan khang lai. C6 khong mudn chép nhan su that nhiing 161 d6 thoat
ra tr miéng con trai minh.

Nhung khoang trong d6 khong kéo dai lau. Nhimng 161 ¢6 khong muén
nghe d6 dich thuc khong phai 1a 4o gidc cling chang phai nghe nham gi.

Ci sdc 1am Kaoruko xdy xam. Co gang guong dé ban thin minh khong
ngat di. Néu that 1a thé, co c6 thé mang né sao con lai nghi dén chuyén ngu
ngde d6 roi thang tay tat ndé mot cai cho ding muc dich gido duc con.
Nhung, Kaoruko khong thé 1am thé. Stc luc nhu rdi bo nira than dudi,
khién c6 chang thé nao dimg day khoi ghé.

Nguoi l1én tiéng lai Ia Wakaba, “Ikuchan, khong dugc néi chuyén do.”

“Wakaba!”, Miharu 1én tiéng mang at con minh. Nhung Kaoruko chang
con hiéu ndi tai sao em gai minh lai phai mang thé. Pau 6c ¢o chi con vang
vong nhirng 161 Ikuto da noi ra ma théi. Moi 10i ké khac néi gio chang con
chut y nghia nao nira.

“Con ndi gi vay?” Kaoruko trimg mat nhin khuén mit tring tréo cta
con trai. “Gi ma néi dbi cha? Chi Mizuho van con séng ma. Chi ¢t ngl vay
thoi nhung van an, van di vé sinh, van ngéi day dugc ma.”

Nhung con trai c6 lai cang gao Ién.

“Ngudoi ta noéi may cai d6 khong phai 1a sdng. Ding may moc dé gia
song théi, thuc ra 1a da chét roi. Ho ghét dwa ngudi chét dén du 1€ khai
giang, khong muén nhin. Noéi 13 kinh dj 1am.”

“A1noi vay?”

“Ngudi ta noi. Nhitng ngudi biét vé chi déu néi vdy. Con bao khong

phai vay, chi chi ngu thoi thi ho lai néi, vay bao gio mai tinh? Néu maii
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khong md mat thi c¢6 khac gi chét dau.”

Anh mat ngang nguoc han 1én vét mau, Kaoruko nhin biéu hién dé cua
thang bé. Long nguc cd nhu bi bop nghen.

Ikuto han khéng nghi rang ban than lai bi chinh me minh lira. Chic no
van ludén mong moi ngudi chi vin mai nhdm mat ngi kia s& cd ngdy tro lai
nhu xua, khong thi ciing da chip nhan moi thir ¢t vinh vién nhu thé nay
roi. Nhung nhitng ké tht ba chang lién quan nao d6 di nhay vao, khoét cho
n6é mot vét thuong sau hodm.

C6 nho lai tinh trang ctia Ikuto gan day va dan thau hiéu. Dao trudc, no
choi sudt trong phong Mizuho ciing duge nhung gan day hau nhu khong
bén méang. Khi Kaoruko dan vao trong phong Mizuho, né thoi khong vui vé
hoi chuyén nhu trude nira, cling nhanh té ra chan chuong.

C soc qua 16n khién Kaoruko khong biét nén néi sao. Khong thé im
lang nhu thé mai dugc, long cd ctr thoi thuc phai néi gi d6 voi con trai
nhung chang 10i nao hién ra trong dau.

Ikuto bong dimg phat ddy, bo lai bo lap ghép trén san. Roi thang bé lao
ban ra khoi phong, chay rAm rap doc 16i hanh lang, 1én thang trén tang.

Kaoruko nhu bi dong cung tai chd, khong hé cir dong. Nhitng 16 con
trai c6 noi, ctr tua di tua lai trong dau.

“Chi oi!” Miharu 1én tiéng hoi v6i giong lo lang. C6 nghe thay nhung
chang thé dap 10i. Lan nay, ¢ em gai thop lay vai c¢o lac manh. “Chij oi!”

Pén luc @0, co thé ¢d6 moi cd phan ung. Co dap lai anh nhin day bat an
cia dra em gai. “A,” c6 tho hat ra mot hoi, tay chdng cam. “Xin 15i em
nhé...”

“Khong sao chu? Mat chi tai xanh ca roi.”
“U, khong sao. Chi chi so¢ chit thoi.”
“Chi ding miang moé gi Ikuchan. Chic Ikuchan ciing chiu khd so

nhiéu.”
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“Chi hiéu. Vay nén chi méi thay sdc. Thang bé lai bi néi nhimng diéu
nhu vay ¢ truong.”

“Biét 1am sao. Lam tré con ciing khd ma. Véi lai, khong phai 13 ai cling
noi thé. Chac ciing c6 dira cam thong cho Ikuchan.”

Co thay cam dong trude nhitng 101 an i d6, nhung cu chit cudi cung
lai khién c6 dé tAm. “Cam thong u?” Kaoruko nhiu may.

Nhu thé em géi ¢6 ciing nhan ra minh da 15 16i. C6 ay khé xua tay.

“A, dung tr cam thong co 1€ hoi la, nhung han cling s€ co nhiéu bé hiéu
cho Ikuchan.”

Nhin guong mit dang c6 chong ché ctia Miharu, ¢6 dan tinh tao tro lai.
Kaoruko ngdm ngh lai nhitng 1i Ikuto n6i, ¢6 chot nhan ra diéu gi d6. C6
nhin Wakaba. Chau gai ¢6 van ctr im ling, man mé dam do choi xép hinh
Ikuto ném lai.

“Wakaba!” Kaoruko goi.

“Lac nay, khi Ikuto noi thé, chau bao ‘Khong dugc ndi chuyén do’ 1a
nghia lam sao?”

Nhu khong hiéu ¥ nghia cau hoi, Wakaba chép doi mat to.

“Khong phai 12 ‘khong c6 chuyén do6, khong dugc phép ndi thé, tai sao
lai 1a ‘khong dugce no1 chuyén d6°? ‘Chuyén do’ 1a sao? La chuyén Mizuho
d3 chét u? Wakaba ciing nghi vay sao? Tuy nghi viy nhung trong cin nha
nay thi khong duoc noéi kiéu d6 sao?”

Bi ném vao hang loat cau hoi, Wakaba chéng thé dap 101, nhin Miharu
v6i guong miat nhu sip méu.

“Chi oi, sao thé chj?”

Miharu héi véi vé ngac nhién, Kaoruko 1ap tirc ddm dam nhin em.

“Ca em ciling la nhi. Khi Wakaba n6i cau ‘khong dugc néi chuyén do’,
em lai ming 4t Wakaba. Sao em lai phai lam thé?”

“Chuyén d6 thi ¢6 gi...”
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Nhin dira em gai dang khong biét dap sao, Kaoruko cang lan toi.

“C6 khi nao, binh thuong cic ngudi déu noéi nhu thé u? Mizuho di chét
roi nhung néu dén nha Harima thi van phai cho 13 con bé dang séng.”

Po6i may Miharu ching xudng voi vé dau thuong. “Lam gi ¢6 chuyén
d6 dau”, nhung cdu choéng ddi d6 qua yéu 6t.

“Vay, sao Wakaba lai n61 vay? Tai sao em lai méng né thé? Khong ky
la sao?”

“Chuyén d6... khong co ¥ gi sdu xa ca dau... Wakaba chi muén nhic
Tkuchan thoi nhi?” Miharu héi con gai. Wakaba im ling gat dau.

Kaoruko lac dau, “Théi da rdi.”

“Chi 0i...”

Pung lac Miharu bat lyc nhu thé, c6 tiéng mo cira chinh. Rdi ¢o tiéng
di bd doc hanh lang, ba Chizuko budc vao, khé n¢ voi tai giéy va ti ni lon.

“Xin 13i nhé. Lau 1dm me m&i don nha duge mét budi thanh ra vé mudn
qua. B6 con chang chiu don sach phong tim gi ca...” ba Chizuko méi noi
dugc dén thé thi chot nhan ra bau khong khi khac thuong trong phong nén
im bat, nhin mot lugt guong mat hai dira con va dra chau gai roi méi hoi,
“Sao thé?”

“Chang c6 gi ddu a,” Kaoruko néi, 1iy tay chéng cim. Miharu nhu da
quyét y, co ding day. “Vé thoi, Wakaba.”

Wakaba nhanh chong ding day, lai gan bén me.

“Gi thé? PAi vé rodi sao? Con di noi trén dién thoai 1a ¢ thé & lai choi
lau co ma?” Ba Chizuko ngac nhién hoi.

“Xin 16i me. Con c6 viéc gép. Pé 14n sau a. - Nao, Wakaba, ta qua chao
Mizuho 16i vé.”

“Vang!” Wakaba git dau nhung, Kaoruko nhdm nhan, “Khong can
chao” voi1 ca hai. “Ma phai, dung lam gi. Ciing dung c6 budc vao trong
do.”
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Miharu chang dap gi, budc ra khoi phong. C6 thong tha di doc hanh
lang, con budc vao phong Mizuho. Wakaba ciing ngan ngai budc theo. Ba
Chizuko ngd vuc quay sang nhin Kaoruko, “Sao thé con?”

Kaoruko khong néi nang gi, cir méi nhin noi cudi hanh lang.

RO6i thi hai me con ciing budc ra khoi phong. Thay thé, ba Chizuko gip
gap budc ra. Kaoruko quay di ché khac.

“Chao me, hen lic khac nhé.” C6 nghe tiéng Miharu cimg nhic néi vay.

Hinh nhu Wakaba ciing no6i gi d6. “Lan sau lai t6i nhé”, ba Chizuko dap
lai.

Vira nghe tiéng ctra dong chua 1au, c6 di thiy ba Chizuko quay lai roi.

“That ra, da xay ra chuyén gi vay?”

“Co gi dau!”, Kaoruko dap co thé rdi ding 1én. “Con phai cho Mizuho
an day.”

“A, phai. Ciing di dén gid nay roi. Phai chuan bi di thoi,” ba Chizuko
nhin cai ddng hd treo tudng roéi dom chan di vé phia bép. Pang sau lung ba,
Kaoruko goi me.

“Néu thdy vat va qua, me ciing khong can gitp con nita dau. Minh con
cling cham Mizuho dugc ma.”

Guong mat ba Chizuko nhu khung lai, “Con no1 gi vay? Miharu da noi
g1 con sao?”

“Khéng, con chi lo me thay vat va ma thoi.”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén d6. Con dimg néi ky la thé,” trong giong noi ctia ba
da an chut cau ban.

Kaoruko bat luc gat ddu. C6 mudn tin ngudi me nay van con tng ho co.
Ma khéng tin ciing khong duoc. C6 danh 1am bam cau xin 16i roi di vé phia
phong Mizuho.

4

Me chang noi nang gi khi budc nhanh doc con dudng nho tir ctra nha

267



Harima ra dén céng. Vira bam theo budc me, bé Wakaba vira nghi chic me
gian 1am. Chi vi ban than d4 noi ra diéu ky la nén bac Kaoruko méi gian
dén vay. DAu me d3 nhic nho rat nhiéu lan, luu ¥ bé rat nhiéu lan.

Me da dan khong dugc noi trude mat bac Kaoruko chuyén nhu thé roi.

Chic 14t s& bi méng mat, bé da chuan bi sin tim ly.

Nhung khi ra khoi céng nha Harima, me chi no61 vo1 Wakaba, “Con
khong can phai dé tam”. Cach noi ciing diu dang lam.

“Ikuchan né6i nhiing 101 nhu thé khién bac Kaoruko bi sdc nén méi gian
c4 chém thdt me con minh thoi. A, ma con c6 hiéu gian ca chém thot 1a gi
khong?”

“La buc minh dung khong a?”

“U, dung. Noi gian voi ai ciing dugce. Chi can biét 14 gian thoi. Khong
sao, mot thoi gian nita bac Ay s& ngudi ngoai. Vay nén Wakaba khong can
phai dé tam. Con hiéu chu?”

“Vang,” Wakaba gat dau.

Me ngéi sup Xuéng, ghé sat mat lai g?m, “Gilr bi mat chuyén hom nay
v6i bd nhé. Nhat dinh khong dugc ndi.”

Wakaba im liang, cham rdi gat dau 1an nita. Von bé ciing chang c6 ¥ noi
cho bo biét.

“Nao, vé thoi. Van con chut thoi gian, hay ta di mua banh nh¢,” me vui
vé noi.

Wakaba ciing c6 gang cuoi 1én, manh giong dap “vang”.

Me biat dau budc di. Wakaba ndi gét, vira ¢d ngoai lai nhin 1én nha
Harima lan nita. Bé d dén ddy khong biét bao 1an tir thud nho.

Nhung, chic con 1au méi co dip duge quay lai.

B6 Wakaba 13 doanh nhan. Noi vy théi, bé ciing khong 1d d6 1a nghé
gi, cong viée ra sao. Bé chi biét bd hay phai di cong tac 1am. Khi Mizuho

gap tai nan ¢ bé boi, bo cling dang phai phu trach cong viéc & nudc ngoai.
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Vay nén, moi sy dau dén dén thé nao, Mizuho dugc dua vé nha khi mat van
nham nghién trong con ngu trién mién ra sao, ca chuyén bac Kaoruko va ba
d3 phai vat va cham soc thé nao, bd khong hé biét 1d.

Hbi trudc, Wakaba ctr ngd b biét rd co nhung thuc ra khong phai. B6
chi biét khi me ké chuyén nha bac Kaoruko mudn dua chi vé thé thai.

Méy thang bd méi vé nude mot tuan. Mdi 1an chi ¢ lai Nhat tim mot
tuan.

Véi Wakaba, d6 1a niém vui rat 16n. Trong khoang thoi gian do, bé
duogc di choi nhiéu noi 1am. Wakaba cuc ky yéu ngudi bd hiéu biét rong va
diu dang ctia minh. Vay nén, mdi lan phai ra sin bay Haneda tién b di, bé
déu khoc subt trong 6 to.

B6 chi ¢ nha mot khoang thoi gian ngan nén hau nhu chang bao gid ké
dén chuyén nha Harima. Lau 13m maéi gap ma, néi chuyén minh da du mét.
Ma dau c6 thiéu gi chuyén dé néi. Puong nhién, chang bao gid nhic dén
chuyén tham hoi Mizuho.

B& hét han cong viéc ¢ nudc ngoai vao thang Hai nim nay. Chd lam
méi & Tokyo nén gia dinh ba ngudi lai vé bén nhau. C6 18 bd s& khong thay
d6i chd lam nira, ngudi 16n noéi thé day.

Khi gia dinh 6n dinh dugc mot thoi gian, me hoi bd ¢b cung di tham
Mizuho khong.

“Khéng di khong dugc sao?” Bb han 14 cling khong min ma gi lam.

“Chuyén anh vé nude chi em cling biét roi, khong dén choi sao duoc.
Chéc chij ay sé& thac méc sao lai khong qua nha choi ddy. Ca nha ho hang
khac nita, cling phai ghé qua mot 1an chi.”

“Nhung con bé dé ctr ngi mai c6 tinh dau? i tham thi cling c6 chut...”

“Vay méi bao khong phai tham Mizuho, céi chinh 1a tham chi gai em
va me cling khong duoc sao?”

“Dé em khong bi b€ mat véi chi ha?”
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“Anh thich nghi thé ciing duoc.”

B tho dai, “Thé thi danh chiu” r6i nang né ding 1én.

Thang Ba, khi cai lanh vin con vin vuong, ca nha ba ngudi dén thim
nha Harima. Bac Kaoruko rat chao dén moi nguoi. Hinh nhu bd di cung
cling khién bac vui hon. Bac ndi cam on nhiéu lam.

Khi b6 gip Mizuho, bb néi nhiéu 101 quan tdm. “Trong khoe manh qua,
nhin ching c6 vé gi bénh tat ca, c6 khi md mit ngay gio ddy” - nhitng ciu
cam khai nhu nhiéu nguoi khic. Nghe thé, Wakaba ciing thdy vui. Bé da
nghi bd cling gidng minh, van thuong Mizuho du chi c6 ngl yén méi nhu
vay.

Nhung khi vé& nha, bd lai noi nhitng 10i hoan toan nguoc lai voi tim
trang cua Wakaba. Bb coc cin bao me, anh khong dén tham nita dau.

“Anh kém may khoan nay lam. Ciing chang thé dong tinh. Hoan toan 1a
dé thoa man cai t6i ciia chi ma thoi. Bac si da chan doan 1a chét ndo con gi?
O nuéc ngoai 4, mot khi da chét ndo thi hity moi chira tri 1a chuyén binh
thuong. Bo ra ca dong tién dé duy tri tinh mang nhu thé. .. chi ¢ thé néi 1a
bat thuong.”

B6 no6i nhanh qua nén Wakaba khong hiéu ro 1am. Nhung bé hiéu 1 bd
dang chi trich bac Kaoruko.

“Nhat Ban va nudc ngoai c6 quy dinh khac nhau,” me noi.

“Chi 1a 1at lai cai luat d6, khong chap nhan chét ndo roi coi d6 1a sdng
u? Thich thé thi ty 6m ldy mét minh di. Ping c6 cudn thém ca nguoi khac
vao nita. Noi thang ra 13 phién ha.”

“Anh, Wakaba dang nghe kia...”

“Anh khong nghi diéu nay t6t cho Wakaba d4u. Phai cho con bé hiéu rd
tinh hinh - Wakaba”, b dot ngdt nhin bé. Doi mat that dang sg. “Tra 1oi bd
thanh that. Wakaba nghi 12 bao gio Mizuho mé&i mé mat ra?”

Nhitng 16i day nghién ctia b6 khién trai tim Wakaba thot lai. Bé nhin me
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nhu ¢b tim kiém sy gitp dd.

“Gid dau phai lac cho anh hoi con nhitg diéu nhu thé...” me noi.

“Chuyén quan trong. Phai 1am cho r3. Wakaba, tra 10i di. Thé nao? Con
nghi bao gio Mizuho chita khoi bénh day?”

“Khoéng biét a,” Wakaba dap lai. Bé chi co thé noi vy thoi. Thé roi, bd
dung ca hai tay chop 1ay vai bé.

“Nay, con nghe cho rd day. Mizuho s& mii mai khong mo mit ra nira.
Ctr mai nhu thé thoi. Bé ngoai trong nhu dang ngi nhung khong phai thé
dau. Trong dau con bé d6 khong con gi nita ca. Khong nghi gi nita ca,
Wakaba c6 trd chuyén dén muc nao no ciing khong nghe thdy giong con
dau, co6 cham vao bao lan ching nita nd ciing khong cam thay gi nita dau.
Dura con gai ¢ d6 khong con 1a Mizuho cua trude kia nira. Chi con 1a mot
cai v rong. Con hiéu linh hon 13 gi cha? Tha d6 da bi rat di mat roi.
Mizuho ma Wakaba timg biét rd di 1én Thién dudng réi. Mudn nodi chuyén
thi ngtra ¢ 1én troi ma nodi. Vay nén, con khong can dén ngdi nha diy nira
cling duge. Con hiéu ch?”

Bé khong biét phai dap lai nhu nao nira. Wakaba lai nhin me. Mong
dugc cuu giup.

Nhung bd d3 noi trude ca me. “Me con d3 hiéu 16 roi.”

“0!” Wakaba nhin me.

B& bé tiép tuc, “Me ciing nghi Mizuho da chét nhu bd théi. Chi gia vo
nhu thé truée mit bac con thoi. Pang dién day thoi.”

“Anh dimng noi cai kiéu d6,” me noi véi giong gian dir.

“Vay, anh nén ndi kiéu gi day? Tuoi cudi bat chuyén véi mot dira tré
chét ndo, khong con y thirc nita thi c6 khac nao dong kich dau cha? Néu da
thé anh mudn hoi, khi em & mdt minh v&i Mizuho, em c6 bat chuyén voi
con bé khong? Co6 noé1 chuyén khong? Khi khong ¢c6 mat chi Kaoruko, em

chac khong lam chuyén d6. Thé nao? Thanh that tra 1i anh di.”
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Nhiing 10i cta bd that qua ddng. Nhung Wakaba thay ciing c6 cai ding.
Khi khong c6 bac Kaoruko, me c6 noéi chuyén véi Mizuho khong ta? Beé
nhd 1a chua tung co.

Nhu thé x4c nhan nhiing 15i 46, me chang néi nang gi.

“Con hiéu roi chtr, Wakaba?” B6 1ay lai giong nhe nhang. “Moi ngudi
chi dién trudc mit bac con théi. Chic chi trir ba con ra. Tét ca chi 1a dong
kich. Truéc mit bac con khi ndy, bd ciing c6 dién mot chut. Tuy bd khong
thich dau, nhung chang con cach nao khac. Cai nay goi 13 lya chuyén dé
n6i d6. Nhung bd khong mudn ép Wakaba phai lam nhu thé. Vay nén, con
nén han ché lai gan ngoi nha d6. Con hiéu chu?”

Bé chang biét nén dap sao cho phai. Chi c6 thé dap “hiéu r6i” nhu vay
thoi. Bé gat dau nhu ¢ thuyét phuc bd minh.

Luc sau dugc ¢ riéng v6i me, Wakaba thtr hoi, “Ta s& khong dén chd
chi Mizuho nitra a?”

“Pau thé khong di duoc chtr. Ho hang nha ta ma. Bd ciing chi néi 1a
‘han ché’ ma thoi. S& c¢6 lic budc phai di ma.”

“Luc do ta s€ lam gi? Dong kich sao?”

Nhu cham phai miéng vét thuong, me nhan mat lai. R&i me noi, “Cu
nhu tir trude dén gio thoi.”

Thé rdi, me con ndi thém, “Nhung nhitng chuyén thé nay khong duoc
noi1 trerdc mat bac Kaoruko nhé.”

“Vang!” Wakaba dap lai. Tai sao khong thé néi, khoi can phai hoi bé
cling c6 thé hiéu dai khai dugc 1y do. Chi 1a khong thé noi ra cho ranh rot
thoi.

Ké tir d6, ho chang dén nha Harima nira. Nhung réi hom nay ciing da
dén lac. Khi roi khoi nha, me da nhic nho.

“Nho chua? Cur nhu trude gio. Trude mat bac Kaoruko, cir hanh xtr nhu

tir trudc dén gio thoi.”
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“Con hiéu roi”, Wakaba da néi vay. Véi lai, néu khong gidng tir trude
dén gio thi s& phai 1am thé ndo, bé thay thé con kho hon.

Vay nén, lau ngay mdéi gap bac Kaoruko, bé hanh xur nhu trude kia.
Nghia 13, dau tién s& vao thim Mizuho, ca luc me va bac vao trong phong
khach an banh, bé ciing dap 1a s& & day. Thai d6 cia Wakaba khién bac vui
lam.

Khi con lai mot minh trong phong Mizuho, bé nghi dén rat nhiéu thu.
Chuyén bd néi véi me, “Khi em & mét minh vo1 Mizuho, em c6 bat chuyén
v6i con bé khong?” cling ndm trong s do.

Bé di sdc khi me minh khong dap noi mot cau gi vao lic d6. Pong thoi
cling nhan ra mot diéu.

Ban than minh hinh nhu ciing thé.

Khi khong c6 bac Kaoruko, ban than Wakaba cling khong noi gi nhiéu
v6i Mizuho, ciing chang cham vao chi minh. C6 bé khong thé giai thich rd
rang 1y do nhung khong nghi d6 1a “dién kich” nhu bd néi. Néu ndi 1a
khong vi anh mat cua bac Kaoruko thi 1 néi di, nhung bé bat chuyén véi
ngudi chi ho say ngli hoan toan khong nhu bd néi. Bai bé that tam cau cho
tiéng néi cua minh s& téi dugc véi chi dy. Chac me ciing thé chang. Khong
chi ¢c6 minh me. Phan 16n nhitng ngudi ndi chuyén véi Mizuho chic déu
nghi thé. N6 khéac véi thir “dién xut” bd noi.

Néu 1§ ¢6 ai hoi 1a thir gi thi bé lai chang giai thich noi.

Trong khi mai mé nghi téi nhitng diéu do, Ikuto budc vao trong phong.
LAu 1dm rdi, bé méi gap cau anh ho kém hai tudi nay. Cau nhoc dang cAm
mot may choi dién tir cam tay. R6i dot ngdt ra bé choi chung.

Tkuto da Ién tiéu hoc, ciu bé cling da chirng chac hon nhiéu trong mét
Wakaba. Nhung cam giac khac la nay lai khong chi c6 thé. Bé chot nhan ra.

Cau anh ho nay khong hé nhin t&i chi gai minh. Khi Wakaba hoi, cau bé

bao, “Chuyén do, khong can dau”. Guong mat c6 vé kho chiu.
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“Khéng can 14 sao?”

Tkuta rii dau trude ciu hoi cia Wakaba, “Chj anh d3...” roi 1am bam,
“da... chét roi con dau.”

Cau tra 101 d6 lam Wakaba cam thiy sdc. Anh ho bé dang néi gi vay?
Ca anh 4y ciing tir bo gidc mo chi gai minh s& mo mat tinh day rdi sao?
Ciing dinh dong kich tin tudng trudc mat me¢ minh sao?

Wakaba im lang. “Khong phai vay dau”, bé khong thé ndao vin lai nhu
vay. Mot dira nhoc con bi giat ra khoi giéc mo thi c6 nod1 gi cling vo ich.

“Ra dang kia choi di,” Ikuto n6i. “Anh khong kich ¢ trong can phong
nay.”

Thé 14 hai dtra di ra phong khach chd me va bac Kaoruko ngdi, din dén
chuyén khi niy. Wakaba di lo so Ikuto s& noi diéu gi khong t6t. Chinh vi
vay, khi théng bé noi1 ra nhirng cau do, con bé da budt mié€ng, “Khong duoc
no6i chuyén do”.

Két qua 13, bac Kaoruko ndi gian.

Wakaba bi bua vay boi nhitng suy nghi u am. Tu gio, bé nén lam sao
day?

Me di néi rang roi bac s& ngudi ngoai, nhung liéu co that thé khong?
Wakaba chang thé nao ép minh tin diéu d6. Bac chic chin s& khong quén
chuyén hom nay, ddu Wakaba c6 cb ging bat chuyén v6i Mizuho dén may,
co 1€ bac cling khong cho bé gap chi minh nira.

Cam giac mot diéu quan trong da v& vun, khong cé cach nao lanh lai
duoc nita loang ra trong long Wakaba. Phai lam thé ndo, bé khong thé nao
biét noi.

Bé chi quyét tam dau ai c6 noi diéu gi di chiang nita, nhat dinh s& tng
hoé Mizuho dén tan cing. Ban than bé c6 nhiéu 1y do, nhung 1y do 16n nhat
1a biét ddu Mizuho di thé mang cho bé roi vao tinh trang nay.

Bé nh lai budi di boi hom do.
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Tuy khong con nhé chi tiét vu tai nan vi khi nghe néi Mizuho di bi chét
dubi, ddu 6¢c bé nhu u di, chang con biét chuyén gi v6i chuyén gi nira.

Nhung trong nhitng manh ran v& ctia ky e van c6 nhiing diéu co bé
nhé rt rd.

Mua hé nam éy, Wakaba deo nhan. Mot chiéc nhan 1am tir hat cuom.
Trudce ky nghi he, ban than ctia bé ¢ truong mam non di cho bé nén bé
thich ci nhan d6 lam.

Luc di choi bé boi, bé ciing van deo theo. Khi Mizuho nhin thay cai
nhan d9, chi cling khen no6 dé thuong.

Hai dura théa stic dua nghich. Con dua nhau xem ai nhin thé duogc lau
hon nira.

Trong lac d6, chiéc nhin di roi ra mat. Bé con chang nhé nbi tai sao.
Trong khi bé dang ndi trén mit nude, tdm, nd roi vao gitra long hd.

Kéu lén mot tiéng, Wakaba v0i1 hup Xuéng. Mizuho bén canh cling hup
xudng theo. Chéc chi 4y ciing nhin thiy cai nhan bi roi ra.

Chiéc nhan roi ngay bén trén mét cai luéi dudi ddy hd. Wakaba voi
vang dinh quo 1y n6 ma khong bt dugc. Cai nhan da bi mac lai trong mat
ludi. Bé dinh 161 n6 ra nhung bi méc rit lai nén mai khong léy ndi. Mizuho
cling gitp d6 nhung khong duoc. Cang luc cang khé tho, Wakaba danh
ngoi 1én mat nudce. Lac do, mot luong 1én nude da chui vao miii bé. Khong
thé chiu dugc cam giac kho chiu do, bé di chuyén ra chd ria bé boi dé vudt
nuoc khoi mii.

B¢ da nghi 1a khong con cach nao khac. Panh bd cai nhan di thoi. Chi
can xin 16i ban minh 1a duoc.

Binh tinh hon déi chit, c6 bé méi nhin quanh. Khong thay Mizuho dau.

Bé con dang thay ky la thi dung lac me vira chay téi. Luc d6, moi ngudi
cling hoi Mizuho dau. Khong thé giai thich rd tinh hinh, bé chi néi 1a dot

ngot bién mat ma thoi.
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Nhitng nguoi 16n chung quanh bat dau loan 1én. Chang bao lau, ai do
noi dira bé bi chim ¢ day, va co thé Mizuho duogc dua 1én.

Ky tc tir lac d6 trd nén mo hod. Nhung sau d6, ¢6 bé van nhd minh da
that kinh ra sao khi nghe n61 Mizuho bi ket tay ¢ cai ludt dudi day bé boi.
Luc Wakaba cam thay kho tho troi 1én mit nudc, chic Mizuho ciing thay
thé. Nhung chi khong thé rat ngon tay ra dé troi 1én mit nudc. Khong biét
lac @6 chi ay da khén kho dén thé nao.

Néu lic bé 1én téi mat nude ma biét lo cho Mizuho ngay thi... Néu néi
cho ai d6 chung quanh biét chuyén lién lac d6 thi.. .

Khi gip lai Mizuho trong bénh vién, c¢6 bé nhu thdy minh roi xubng
mot 16 sau tham. Mot phut vo y, bé da cudp mat nhitng ngdy thang hanh
phtc cua nguoi chi ho.

D6 1a bi mat ¢ bé chua dam ndi voi ai, cho dén tin bay gio.

5

Trong mot cira hang d6 choi noi tiéng phd Ginza, Kazumasa tho dai lac
dau. Anh chang biét nén chon thir gi trong dam d6 choi dang bay day ra
day. Po ba thang trude, khi mua qua cho Mizuho va Ikuto, anh da phai vién
dén 101 khuyén cta nhan vién ban hang, chon chon lya lua dén dau ca dau.
Anh da nghi chic s& khong lai phai chiu ndi phién ha nay som dau nhung
n6 da som dén hon anh tudng.

Nhung anh khong phu nhan sy vo ¥ cua ban than. Nghi cho ki, chuyén
nhu thé nay ciing dé hiéu thoi. Anh ban cong ban viéc dén do quén khuay
ca thoi gian.

Cubi tuan trudc, Kaoruko da nhan cho anh béo thtr Bay tuan sau lam
ti¢c sinh nhat cho Ikuto nén mong anh danh chut thoi gian ghé qua. Sinh
nhat théng bé thuc ra 1a vao thir Hai tuan sau do nhung c6 mudn méi ca ban
hoc cua con nén di t6 chirc vao cudi tuan. T chirc vao budi trua ciling 13 vi
the.
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T chire tiéc sinh nhat v4i ban bé & truong tiéu hoc sao - nghi dén canh
d6 anh d3 thidy ngan ngam, nhung chi con biét chuan bi tinh than. Anh
chang biét phai néi sao khi c6 noi chi can chao héi miy dira nho, cho chiing
thdy 14 ngay nghi c6 bd Ikuto & nha 1a duoc.

Véi lai anh ciing c6 chut luu ¥ dén Ikuto.

Anh van nhu trude kia, tAm hai tuAn méi ghé qua nha mot lan, nhung rd
rang dao nay lkuto c6 hoi 1a la. Thuong xuyén ¢ rit trong phong, gio an
cling chang néi niang gi nhiéu v6i Kazumasa. Tuy Kaoruko bao chang co
chuyén gi dau nhung anh vén thay lo. C6 khi nao n6 di 1on r6i, di hiéu ra
chuyén b me dang ly than. Néu 1a vay, anh cang phai t6 ra 1a mot 6ng bd
chuén muec.

Ctr ngdm hoai ngam mai dam d6 choi cling chang biét chon tht ndo nén
anh lai phai nho dén nhan vién ctra hang nhu lan trude. Sau khi bi xoay nhur
chong chong, anh da chon dugc mot bd ban co do Phap san xuét 1am qua
sinh nhat cho Ikuto. Do Kaoruko néi thang bé thich choi game nén anh m&i
quyét thé.

Xach theo cai tui gidy, anh goi taxi di vé cdn nha ¢ Hiroo. Kiém tra
dong ho thi cling ding thoi diém.

Trong tin nhan cta Kaoruko, ¢d ¢6 ¥ moi ca bd nita. Dau sao Ikuto
cling da vao tiéu hoc 161, c6 vé ¢6 mudn lam mot tiéc sinh nhat that rém ra
vao nam nay.

Anh ¢6 goi cho dng Tatsurou nhung cau tra 101 dung nhu anh nghi, “B6
khong di duogc dau”.

“Tiéc qua, hom d6 bd ban rdi. Thir Bay ma khong co bd ¢ nha thi
khong 6n nhung khéng c6 ong nodi chic ching sao dau. B ciing mudn
mumg sinh nhat Ikuchan ldm nhung danh gui qua qua dudng buu dién sau
thoi.”

RO rang 1a bo anh chi khong mudn nhin mat Kaoruko. Chac bd van
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chua thé thoai mai véi co éy dugc. Kazumasa chi dap lai, “Vay sao?”.

Khi dén gan cin nha, anh nhin thay hai me con Miharu dang di bd cung
huong vé1 anh. Kazumasa ra hi¢u cho tai xé dung lai, roi bAm ctra sO
Xuéng. “Miharu!”, anh goi.

Miharu quay lai, c6 &y mé miéng nhu thé noi “A!” rdi chao anh.

Kazumasa nhanh tay tra tién roi xudng xe.

“Me con Miharu ciing duoc moi ha?” Anh vira lai gan vira hoi.

Anh cho d6 1a diéu hién nhién nhung c6 vé khong phai vay.

“Em da goi cho chi hoi sinh nhat Ikuchan chi dinh lam gi, me con em
mudn mang qua sang choi. Nam ndo ciing t6 chirc tiéc mimg ma. Khi do
chi bao 1a dinh t6 chirc tiéc sinh nhat mdi ban bé cung truong thing bé dén
choi, em c6 thé mang qua sang choi ciing duoc...” Chang hiéu sao c6 em
vo cua anh lai ¢6 vé khd s& 1am.

Ky la that, Kazumasa nghi. Vi mudn c6 mot sinh nhat that ram ro, co éy
con moi ca ong Tatsurou ma, sao lai khong mo1 nha Miharu nhi?

“Em chi dinh ting qua cho Ikuchan, thim Mizuho chat r6i vé ngay”,
nhu thay vé nghi hodc tir Kazumasa, Miharu ¢ giai thich.

“Sao lai noi thé, em ctr thong tha ¢ lai choi. Chic Ikuto cling vui 1am.”

Nhung Miharu chi khé cuoi kho hiéu. Wakaba ciing chang nhin vao mat
anh, thai d§0 duong nhu c6 chut gi xa cach.

Khi anh dua hai me con dén chd hién dé vao nha, Kaoruko tir trong
hanh lang di ra. Thady me con Miharu, c¢6 nhuéng may, “Hai bén c6 hen
nhau ha?”

“Khoéng, méi gap nhau dang kia thoi.”

“Hurm, thé ha?”

“Em chao chi,” Miharu Ién tiéng chao. Vé mat co ctiing do.

“Cam on em d4 c6 1ong dén choi”, Kaoruko nhin em gai.

Nhin thai d§ cua hai chi em Kaoruko, Kazumasa doan la da xay ra
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chuyén gi khong hay rdi. Can nhéac chuyén dang can phai 1am & noi nay,
anh cur tam bo qua vu nay di da. Hom nay s€ 1a mot ngay dai. Anh khong
mudn c6 dong thai sai ngay tir dau.

Kaoruko nhin xudng dtra chau, géc miéng nhéch 1én. Mot biéu hién day
vé cb y, “Ca Wakaba nira, cdm on chau da dén vi Ikuto nhé.”

Wakaba khé gat dau roi nhin 1én Kazumasa.

“Bac o1, chau gap Mizuho dugc khong?”

“Puong nhién roi. Chau ctr gap di.”

“Pung khong?” Anh tim kiém sy dong tinh tir Kaoruko nhung chang
hiéu sao phan tng cta cd 4y that mo hd. Anh nhin ctr lang thang dau do.

Wakaba thdo gidy ra, roi di thang toi phong Mizuho. Nhung truée khi
con bé kip m¢ ctra, Kaoruko noi, “Khong co6 trong d6 dau.”

“Vay ¢ dau a?”

“Trong phong khach. T6 chic sinh nhat cho em trai thi duwong nhién
phai & d6 r6i,” noi thé rdi Kaoruko di vao trong.

Kazumasa coi gidy ra. Lac do, anh dé y thay mot d6i giay da ctia nam
c6 chit quen thudc dit ngay gan day.

Cung Miharu va Wakaba budc vao phong khéach, anh da ngac nhién
lam. Can phong gidng diy bong bay va nhiing dai day du mau. “Oil”
Wakaba thot 1én.

“That hoanh trang nha,” nhin dai bang mau bac in dong chir HAPPY
BIRTHDAY treo trén tuong, Kazumasa 1am bam.

“Thay 6n khong?” Kaoruko ding & canh bén hoi anh.

“Em tu lam ddy ha?”

“Me c6 gitip mot chut.”

“Gioi that.”

“Céam on anh.”

Kazumasa nhin ra cho ctra s6. Hoshino dang dung d6, mac mdt chiéc ao
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phong limg tay. Lan dau tién, anh thay cdu ta mic thudng phuc.

“P4 1am phién gia dinh roi,” Cau ta 1& phép cui dau.

“Cau cling duoc moi dén ha?”

“Vang, chi nha da noi rit mong em téi choi.”

“Cau 4y da gitp do rat nhiéu dy,” Kaoruko & bén canh Ién tiéng. “Néu
chi ¢ minh em thi hoi kho khan.”

Kazumasa nhin cai xe 1in bén canh Hoshino. Mizuho ngdi trén d6. Con
bé mic mot chiée vay hoa lién kha dep, anh chua tirng théy. Co 1 co éy da
dic biét mua cho ngay hom nay. Séng téc tha dai hoi gon quin. Chac chin
Kaoruko d3 udn cho con bé. Nhin con bé voi bd mi dai nham nghién dé
thuong nhu bup bé.

Anh chot dé y dang sau cai xe lin. Duong nhu c6 thir gi d6 gidu sau
mot cai gia nho phu khan. Néu dé y ki hon thi thdy day din d6 ndi voi phan
sau lung xe lan.

“Em dinh lam gi vay?”, Kazumasa hoi Kaoruko.

Trong anh mét nhu 1ap lanh ¥ db tinh quéi gi d6, co twoi cudi, “Bi mat.”

Mot du cam khong lanh xuat hién trong 1ong Kazumasa. Anh nhin
Hoshino nhung céu ta kho sé tranh mit di.

Dung luc do. “Ai cha, Wakaba. Chau dén that kia,” ba Chizuko tur trong
bép ra vo1 nu cuo1 man nguyén, lai gén dtra chau gai.

“Chau mang qua dén cho Ikuchan,” Wakaba chia cai tii gidy ra.
“Ikuchan dau rdi a?”

“A thi, Ikuchan...” ba Chizuko nhin Kaoruko nhu muén tim 16i xéac
nhan.

“Chic nd & trong phong trén tang hai dy,” Kaoruko dép 10i, r6i nhin cai
dong ho treo tuong. “Né dang 1am gi vdy nhi? Sap dén gid ban beé t6i roi co
ma,” ¢6 nhiu may to vé khong vui roi nhanh chan budc ra ngoai.

Kazumasa thd dai, nhin 1€n trén ban. Dia va coc, thia déu da sap hang
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dau ra day. Dém duoc ca thay bay bo. Chiéc ghé ké & canh hep cua ban
chic chin 13 danh cho Ikuto r6i.

Chéc s& c6 sau dira ban dén tham dy, anh ling lo nghi vdy. Sinh nhat
moi dugc chimg ndy ban chic doi sdng hoc dudng & truong tiéu hoc cia
Ikuto ciing khong dén ndi nao.

Anh nghe thdy tiéng gao tirc toi cua Kaoruko ngay sau d6. Doi tir hanh
lang vao. Kazumasa va ba Chizuko dung ngay bén canh nhin nhau.

Lai nghe thiy c6 tiéng. Lan nay 1a Ikuto. Nhung moi nguoi khong nghe
dugc thang bé noi gi.

Ngay khi Kazumasa buéc ra dén hanh lang, anh da nghe thay tiéng quat
ctia Kaoruko, “Con dimng noi ngdc nghéch thé, nhanh xubng diy mau.”

“Khong mudn. Con khong di.”

“Sao thé? Wakaba ciing dén diy. Ca bd nira. Lat ban bé con ciing s& dén
con gi. Nao, nhanh 1én.”

Tkuto dap tra 161, “Khoéng mubn, khéng mudn”.

Kazumasa di ra chd mé cau thang thi thdy Kaoruko va Ikuto dang giang
co ¢ bén trén.

“Nay, ¢ chuyén gi thé?”

Ikuto dang cb giang tay ra khoi me, chot ngung bit. Gwong mit nhin
nhum nhu sép khoc.

“That ra la sao thé?” Kazumasa hoi.

“Khong biét. Chi 13 dot nhién khong muén t6 chirc sinh nhat thoi.”

“Tai1 sao?”

Ikuto chang néi gi, ngdi xudng ludn & day.

“Tém lai 1a xuéng phong khach di. Néu con mudn gi thi xudng d6 néi.”

Nghe Kazumasa néi thé, Ikuto chim rdi di xuéng cau thang.

Kaoruko di theo v&i vé mat nghiém trong. Kazumasa ghe tai ¢6 hoi,
“Chuyén gi thé?”.
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“Ai biét,” co chi lic dau.

Ikuto vtra vao phong khach, me¢ con Miharu da tuoi cudi chao don
thang bé. Wakaba 14y cai hop tir trong tai gidy ra roi lai gan thiang bé. Mot
dai no hong dinh trén cai hop do.

“Ikuchan, mung sinh nhat.”

Ikuto nhan mén qua v&i vé khong vui, “Cam on,” thiang bé nho giong
dap. Guong mit chang c6 chut vui vé nao ca. Tham chi con mang vé kho
SO.

“Mo¢ ra xem di, Ikuchan,” Miharu noi.

Tkuto gt dau roi ngdi bét xudng san, giat dai ruy bang ra.

“Khoan d3,” Kaoruko noi. “Chang phai ban con sip dén roi sao? Hay ta
mo ra sau di?”

Ikuto nging tay. Nhung né ctr 6m nguyén hop qua do, khong hé dung
day.

“Sao mudn vay nhi?” Kaoruko nhiu may, nhin 1én cai dong ho. “Pa dén
gio ndy roi. Me nghi 1a moi ngudi s& cung dén, chac c6 ai bi mudn chang.”

“Co khi 1a thé. Hay 1a tau dién dén tré mat bén nao r6i,” ba Chizuko
noi.

“Hay la thé that. C6 khi ndo bi lac dudng khong?”

Kaoruko tién ra gan chd ctra so. Ikuto van cti dau, nd 1am bam véi
giong nghen nghen, “Khong dén dau.”

“0!” Kaoruko dimg budc quay lai. “Con vira néi gi thé?”

Ikuto ngang dau 1én. Mat da sung d6. Poi mat 6 nhin dam dam vao me
no6. “Khong dén. Ban bé con khong dén.”

“0? Thé 1a sa0?”

Ikuto im ling, né ctr nam xudng dat. Poi vai bé nho khé run 1én.

Kaoruko trung ra vé mit nhu dang nuét nghen, dudi chan may héch lén.

C0 sai nhirng budc dai lai gan con trai.
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“Sao thé? Con di noi 1a s& dén co ma. Co sau dira. Ban Yamashita,
Tanaka, Ueno va nhitng ai nira nhi?”

Mit Ikuto di rim r6 ca lai, n6 lic dau, “Khéng dén. Khong ai dén.”

“Vay nghia l1a sao cht?”

“Béi vi... con khong moi ai ca. Con khong néi voi ai vé tiéc sinh nhat,”
tr khde mét Tkuto, nwéc mét da roi.

Kaoruko ngdi thup xudng trude mit Ikuto, hai tay thd bao nim lay vai
thang bé. “Chuyén d6 1a sao?”

“Kaoruko,” Kazumasa v0i giang hoa. “Em binh tinh lai chit di!”

“Anh im di,” ¢6 no6i, &nh mit vin ham ham nhin con trai. “Tra 1di me
di, chuyén nay la sao? Me da noi la sé td chirc sinh nhat, nhé moi ban bé co
ma. Con lai khong nod1 voi ai ca 1a tai lam sao?”

Ikuto khong nhin me. P61 vai nhu co rum lai. Kaoruko dung tay nang
cam con lén.

“Vay chuyén s€ c6 sau dira ban dén 12 sao? Con néi dbi u?”

Ikuto khong tra 10i. Kaoruko van cir thop vai con trai ma lac.

“Con tra 101 me cho tir té di. Con néi déi sao? Ban con s& khong dén
u?”

Tkuto lic dau bat lyc. “Khong dén,” nd yéu 6t dap.

“Tai sao? Tai sao con lai n6i d6i? Tai sao con khong moi ban dén?”
Kaoruko hoi don.

“Béi vi, bdi vi...” Ikuto khoc nic. “Co chi. Me néi 13 mudn moi nguoi
gap chi.”

“Thé thi sao? Thé thi c6 gi khong dugc?”

“Béi vi... con da noi 1a khong con ma.”

“Khong con? Nghia 1a sao?”

“Con d3 néi v6i ban bé rang nha khéng con chi nita. Néu moi ngudi

dén nha thi s€ b1 10 1a nd1 do1.”
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“Tai sao lai khong con? Van con dy con gi. Tai sao con phai noi dbi
nhu vay?”

“Néu khong noi thé, con s& bi bét nat. Khi con néi ré“mg khong con chi,
ban bé con ciing chang noi gi nita.”

Miharu bén canh Kazumasa khé léy tay bit miéng, “A!” 1én nhu thé
dang bat ra diéu gi d6 trong dau. Thé 1a anh hoi nho ¢6, “Chuyén gi vay?”

“Chi c6 dua Mizuho dén du 18 khai giang cua Ikuchan. Ban cing 16p
ctia thang bé da néi gi 46 vé chuyén ndy...” Miharu thi thao dap lai.

Ra 14 thé, Kazumasa di rap duoc cac méi ghép voi nhau. Cé vé nhu
Mizuho 14 nguyén nhan khién Ikuto bi bat nat. Thé gidi con tré khong biét
nghi trude nghi sau, kiéu gi ciing s& xay ra nhitng chuyén nhu thé.

“Néu chi khong con nita thi di dau?”

Ikuto khong dap cau hoi ciia Kaoruko. N6 chi rii ddu xudéng. Nhin con
trai minh thé, Kaoruko cang cau 1én bat tra 1oi.

“... Boi vi” Ikuto tham thi.

“Gi co? Me khong nghe thiy gi ca. Con ndi to 1én.”

B1 Kaoruko mrfmg, Ikuto giat nay minh. ROi, “Da chét rdi con gi,” no
n6i nhu thé tuyét vong. “D4 chét roi.”

Mit Kaoruko trong mot thoang nhu cat khong con giot mau. “Chuyén
do la sao...”

“Boi vi diing thé con gi? Chi ciing nhu di chét...”

Co tiéng chat. Kaoruko thang tay tat vao ma Ikuto.

Ikuto khoc réng 1én. Nhung Kaoruko van khong dimg lai, co chop ldy
nguoi con.

“Xin 16i di. Xin 18i chi con di. Con khong dugc ndi nhitng diéu nhu
thé,” chéng doi Ikuto c6 thé ding 1én, co6 da 161 xénh xéch théng bé ra chd
xe lan. Poi mét d6 vén 1én vét mau.

“Khoan da, Kaoruko, em dung qua dang,” Kazumasa giat tay vo ra khoi
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canh tay Ikuto.

“Anh dung c6 chd miéng vao.”

“Sao anh khong thé n6i? Anh van 1a b n6 ma.”

“B¢ kiéu gi? B6 nhung anh da lam duoc gi?”

“Pung 1a nhu thé nhung anh van nghi cho 1i tré. Ludén nghi phai 1am
diéu gi méi 1a tot cho chung no.”

“Em ciing thé ma. Vay nén, em méi to chirc sinh nhat cho n6 diy. Goi
ban bé Tkuto dén, cho ching n6 gap Mizuho, s€ khong con ai no1 gi Ikuto
duoc nira.”

Kazumasa lac dau. “Dé dang thé thdi sao? Con bé chi nhim nghién mat
ngdi ddy thoi ma. Tré con ciling kho 1dm. Chung chi nghi chic ngudi nay da
chét thoi.”

Khi anh néi vay, Kaoruko nheo mat, moi hoi biu ra. Rdi nu cudi xuat
hién ngoai du doan. “Chi ngdi day thoi thi thé”, cach noi ctia co thay doi va
khau ngit cling ¢ phan binh tinh hon, “Nhung né cir dong thi sao?”

“Gi co?”

“Vi du, mdi khi co ai chao hoi Mizuho, con bé cir dong thi sao? Hay khi
Tkuto thoi nén, hai tay con bé dong day thi sao. Thé c6 phai la chét khong?”

Nghe nhitng 161 cua vg, Kazumasa nhin sang Hoshino. C6 moi cau ta
dén vi 1y do d6 sao.

C6 vé nhu cau chang da nghe qua ké hoach ctia Kaoruko, Hoshino kho
sO cli dau.

“Nay, anh con nhd ngay hom d6 chir? Ngay ta da dén bénh vién dé chip
nhan hién tang. Khi chiing ta nim tay Mizuho. Khi nghi rang da 14 1an cudi
thi tay Mizuho cir dong. Chéc anh khong quén dau. Luc do, chiing ta d xac
dinh Mizuho chua chét ma.”

“Duong nhién l1a anh khong quén, nhung chuyén do6 véi chuyén nay

khac nhau. Dung may moc dé cho con bé cir dong khong c6 y nghia gi ca.”
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“Néu ta khong néi 1a dung may ngudi ta sé khong biét dau.”

“Chuyén d6 don thuan chi 1a tro déi trd. Em dang lira moi ngudi ma
thoi.”

“Em khong Itra d6i. Em chi muén cho ho biét théi. Em khong dé ai noi
1a Mizuho di chét. - Ikuto, gid con goi ngay cho ban bé di. Noi v6i chung
hom nay c6 ti€c sinh nhat nén mo1 cac ban dén choi nha. Me d3 chuén bi
san d0 an ngon doi khach rdi. Nao, nhanh di,” giong noi day vé cau ban,
Kaoruko day Ikuto di.

Gidy tiép theo, ban tay phai ctia Kazumasa dd gio 1én. Lan ndy, anh
giang thang cai tat vao mat Kaoruko. Co 6m ldy ma4, ngac nhién xen 1an
oan han nhin anh.

“Em thoi di,” Kazumasa gam 1én. “Em c6 biét minh dang lam gi khong
day. Em dang c6 ap dit cach nghi cia minh 1én ngudi khac d6.”

“Anh néi em 4p dat luc nao?”

“Chang phai em dang 1am thé hay sao? Chang phai em dang ép budc
moi ngudi ddy sao? Em nghe nay, mdi ngudi déu co suy nghi riéng. Anh
hiéu em khong chap nhéan cai chét ciia Mizuho. Anh cuc ky hiéu. Nhung
trén thé gidi nay, khong thiéu ké chap nhan nhitng ngudi trong tinh trang
nhu thé nay 1 d3 chét.”

Kaoruko hit vao mot hoi, doi mit md 16n. “Anh... anh chip nhan
Mizuho d3 chét sao?”

Mit Kazumasa nhin lai, anh lac dau.

“That long, anh cling khong 10,” anh ndéi nhu rén ri. “Nhung anh dang
c¢b gang hiéu tinh hinh thoi.”

“Hiéu nhu thé nao?”

“Khoang hai thang trudc, anh da gip bac si Shindou dé hoi chuyén. Vi
bac si 6 duong nhu van khong thay d6i y kién 13 Mizuho van dang trong

tinh trang chét ndo. Ong ta cho rang khong c6 chiit phuc hdi nao, néu kiém
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tra thi c6 1& van s& x4c nhan 1a chét ndo thoi. Bac sinéi rang con bé c6 ngodi
thang lung dugc ciing khong lién quan gi ca. Vay thi, Kaoruko, Mizuho van
con sdng c6 khi lai don gian chi vi ta khong chap nhéan kiém tra ching. D6
1a chuyén chung ta budc phai hiéu.”

Guong mit d6 phing phimg ctia Kaoruko dd chuyén sang mau xam tai.
“That ra Mizuho di chét... anh mudn néi em hiy chap nhan diéu d6?”

“Anh khong néi em hiy chdp nhan. Em nghi thé ndo 1a ty do cta em.
Nhung c6 nhimng ngudi nghi nhu thé. Va lai khong duoc d6 1i.”

“Chétu...?”

Nhu thé chang con stre luc nita, Kaoruko khuyu xudng san roi cir ngdi
nguyén nhu vay. Nhin dang c¢6 guc ddu nhu thé, cam tuéng ndi that vong
dang ngap tran.

Panh phai dé co dy chiu cu séc d6 thoi, Kazumasa nghi. Dau sao day
cling 1a chuyén anh budc phai néi ra vao mot lic nao dé. Anh da luén nghi
vay ké tir khi gip bac si Shindou. Chi 1a khong thé noi ra thanh 15i nén ctr
day dua kéo dai dén tan bay gid thoi.

“Kaoruko,” ding ltc anh dju dang goi thi ¢6 ngang phat dau 1én. Nhin
d61 mat d6, Kazumasa giat minh. Tuy anh nhin khong tip trung vao diém
nao, nhung 16 ra vé dién loan bat thuong.

“Sao thé em?” Anh hoi ¢6 nhung khong c6 10i dap. Kaoruko nhanh
chong dimg day, ling 18 sai nhirng budc dai di vao trong bép. C6 chuyén gi
thé nhi, Kazumasa nhin theo thi d thay c6 1ap tuc trd ra.

Nhin thay thi trong tay ¢, anh that kinh. Mot con dao.

“Em dinh lam gi?” Vua giat lui, Kazumasa vira hoi.

Kaoruko khong dap lai, ban tay phai khong cam dao, chop lay dién
thoai trén ban. Rdi v4i vé mit vo hon, co bat dau goi di dau do. C6 vé nhu
dau day bén kia da nhac may, c6 mé miéng.

“... A 16, canh sat phai khong? Nha toi co ngudi 1én con, vung dao khip
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noi. Céc vi c6 thé dén ngay dugc khong? Pia chi la...”

Kazumasa ngac nhién. “Em lam gi vay?”

“Chi o0i,” Miharu goi c6 nhung Kaoruko van ctr 1o di, tiép tuc cudc dién
thoai.

“... 1a nguoi trong nha... Hién thoi van on ca... Vang, khong c6 ai bi
thuong... Mong dimg dé coi dé tranh gdy anh huong dén hang xom...
Vang, goi chudng ciing dugc. Vay thi nhd cac anh gitip cho”, Kaoruko ngat
dién thoai, dé lai 1én ban r6i nhin ba Chizuko. “Canh sat sap cho ngudi toi.
Luc d6, me mé ctra cho ho nhé.”

“Kaoruko, con dinh lam gi...”

Nhung Kaoruko di chang con nghe lot tai 10i me minh nita, c6 xoay
sang nhin Hoshino ding canh xe lan.

“Cau Hoshino, moi cau tranh khéi Mizuho gium.”

“A vang,” guong mit Hoshino d3 xanh 1ét, ciu voi bo ra chd
Kazumasa.

Kaoruko dung dbi dién cai xe lan, d6i thé cam dao bang ca hai tay. Co
hit mot hoi that sdu, anh mét nhin xién 1én trén. Chung quanh c6 bao trum
mot bau khong khi cach ly manh mé, chic ai hoi gi ciing s& khong c6 phan
hoi.

Doi canh sat dén dau tién tir mot don canh sat gan d6. Khi nghe tin
nguoi cadm dao chinh 14 vg chi nha, nguoi bao tin cling chinh 1a chi ta, ho
da ngac nhién cuc do.

Kaoruko d3 hoi ring canh sat & Cuc liéu c6 dén khong? Nghe bao
ngudi thudc phong thanh tra ciia Cuc Canh sat chic ciing s& dén, cd noi,
vay ta s& doi dén luc do thoi.

Khéng lau sau, thanh tra canh sat ctia Cuc cling dén. Khong rd 1a bao
nhiéu ngudi. Chi c6 bdn nguoi thude nhom tién phong mic thudong phuc

budc vao phong. Sau khi nghe nhitng ngudi dén tir trude tudng thuat lai
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tinh hinh, ho danh gia moi chuyén khong & mic nguy hiém lam.

Kaoruko nhin ho rdi héi ai 1a nguoi phy trach. Mot ngudi ding ra tu
gidi thiu minh 13 Watanabe, ngudi ndy tam khoang bén muoi lam, guong
mat cuong nghi. Anh ta 14 t6 truong truc thudc phong hinh su.

“Vay to1 hoi tb trudng Watanabe nh¢,” Kaoruko ranh mach ra 161. “Bén
canh 1a con gai to6i. Mua xuan nay, né vao 16p Ba tiéu hoc. Gio, néu to6i dam
vao nguc dira tré nay, toi co bi truy td hay khong?”

“Ha?” Miéng Watanabe khé mao ra, nhin ca nha Kazumasa roi quay lai
nhin Kaoruko. “Chuyén nay la sao?”

“Hay tra 1o1 to1 di”, Kaoruko ké con dao lai gﬁn nguc Mizuho. “S€ bi
truy t6 chu?”

“Chuyén... chuyén nay,” Watanabe lic dau. “Puong nhién roi. La co
t01.”

“To1 gi co?”

“Thi 14 t0i giét nguoi. Néu cudp di mot tinh mang thi khong thé tranh
khoi t6i giét nguoi.”

“Tai sao lai thé?”

“Tat sao u...?” Guong mat Watanabe c6 vé khé chiu, anh ta nhu nghen
101 trong mot thoang. “Giét ngudi thi dwong nhién phai chiu t6i rdi. Tém
lai, co co y gi?”

Kaoruko khé& nhéch méi cudi roéi quay sang phia ca nha.

“Poi v6i nhitng ngudi nay, con gai toi da chét. Chét tir ngay xua roi, chi
c6 t61 khong chiu chip nhan diéu d6 ma thoi.”

Watanabe khong hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra nén nhin sang Kazumasa
cau ho tro.

“Theo chan doan cta bac si, con gai chung t61 da bi chét nio”,
Kazumasa nhanh miéng giai thich.

“Chét ndo...”, Watanabe nho giong 1am bam ro61 gat gu nhu da hiéu ra
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tinh hinh, “Hiéu r6i, ra 1a thé.” C6 vé nhu ngudi ndy cling c6 hiéu biét it
nhiéu vé Luat hién tang.

“Néu t6i ddm mot nguoi da chét...”, Kaoruko néi, “thé ciing 1a t6i giét
nguoi phai khong?”

29

“Khéng, nhung, viéc nay...”. Watanabe nhin ca Kaoruko 1an
Kazumasa. “Cé phai chi chan doan chét ndo thoi, chua c6 thim dinh chét
ndo khong? Néu 1a thé, ta ldy tién dé 12 ngudi ndy van con sdng.”

“Néu 1a thé, néu t6i ddm dao vao nguc dua tré nay, khién trai tim né
ngimg dap nghia 13 t6i da giét con gai minh sa0?”

“Toi cho la nhu thé.”

“Vay ké hai chét con gai toi s& 1a t6i sa0?”

“Dung vay.”

“Pling r6i chu? Khong sai gi ca sao?”

Nhu thé nhitng 11 day dut d6 da khién tu tin cua anh ta bi lung lay,
Watanabe quay lai do hoi y kién dong nghiép. Nhung c6 vé nhu cip dudi
cua anh cling khong c6 dugc cau tra 161 xac dang hon, ho chi mo ho gat
dau.

“Néu nhu,” Kaoruko cao giong, “néu nhu chung t6i chdp nhan hién
tang, cho ho tién hanh tham dinh chét ndo thi c6 thé két qua sé khang dinh
con bé bi chét ndo. Theo luat phap, nao chét 1a tir vong. Vay, ké hai chét
con gai toi cling s 1a t61 u? Tuy té1 da lam tim né ngung dap nhung, tuy
thudc vao thai dg cua ching t61, con bé co thé da chét tir 1au roi. C6 thé nao
thi ngudi giét van 1a t6i. Trong nhimg truong hop nay, liéu ching t6i co
duoc phan quyét 1a vo t61?”

Khi chung kién Kaoruko noi ra nhirng 101 d6, Kazumasa chot ¢6 mdt
suy nghi khong lién quan gi dén bdi canh, ngudi phu nit ndy sao lai thong
minh dén vay? B& ngoai, trong c6 iy nhu dang mé sang nhung suy nghi lai
cuc ky tinh tao.
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Nguoi dai dién canh sat bi goi dén hoan toan bi ap dao. Guong mat do
vura c6 vé kinh ngac vira nhu thé bi ¢p vao hoang loan, md hoi rin ra dudi
tran.

“Chi mudn 1y luan nhitng diéu nay nén méi goi chiing toi dén sao?” Hoi
vay nhung vé mat cia Watanabe khong hé binh tinh, y nhu mot tén toi
pham bi don dén budc duong cung.

“T6i khong 1y luan, ddy 1a cau hoi. Nao, ta hoi lai nhé. Néu bay gio, toi
dam con gai minh thi day 1a toi giét ngudi u? Hay khong phai? Tra 10i toi
di.” Watanabe 14y hai tay 6m dau, khoe miéng nhan nhiim, c6 cli xuéng.

“That tinh, toi ciing khong rd. Toi khong phai chuyén gia vé Luat.”

“Vay hdy hoi y kién chuyén gia di. Goi ngay di.”

Watanabe xua ban tay to tuéng, “Chi ding noi nhiing diéu qua dang
nhu thé.”

“Thé nao 1a qua dang chir. Chac nguoi quen ctia anh khong thiéu gi luat
su hay cong t6 vién.”

“Ké ca co nhu vay, hoi ho thé nay ciing bang thira. Ho ciing tra 101 nhu
nhau thoi.”

“Tra 10i thé ndo co?”

“Khong nam duoc thong tin chi tiét nén khong thé noi chic chan diéu
gi. Nhat dinh ho s& dap nhu vay.”

Kaoruko trat ra mot hoi thd 16n. “That phién phitrc qua nhi?”

“Ho luc nao cling vay ca. Khong dua ra nhimg két luan voi vang. Chi
khi ndo nim dugc nhitng théng tin xac dang ma thoi.”

“Vay sao?”

“Hay ta 1am thé nay. Hay dé toi gidi thiéu luat su hay cong t6 cho chi.
Chi hdy c6 thé thang than trinh bay cdu hoi véi ho. Thé c6 duoc khong?
Toém lai, gio hiy bo con dao xudng...”

Nhung Kaoruko da tang 1o moi 151 cia Watanabe, ¢6 di chuyén ra sau
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xe lan. “Khong thé két luan voi vang sao? Vay thi, cu bién no thanh vu an
chic s& dugc.” Noi thé rdi ¢6 dung ca hai tay vung 1én qua dau. “Hay nhin
cho ki.”

“A!” Miharu gao 1én.

“Dung ngay, Kaoruko,” Kazumasa lao 1én phia trudc, anh dang ban tay
phai ra, “Em dién r6i sa0?”

“Dung can em. Em thuc su mudn thé.”

“P6 1a Mizuho day. La con gai em day. Em hiéu khong?”

“Vay nén em méi phai 1am,” Kaoruko nhin anh véi d6i mat bi thuong.
“Hién tai, Mizuho chi con la cai xac séng. Em khong thé dé mic nod trong
tinh trang tham thuong nay duoc. La song hay 1a chét, hiy dé lut phap...
dé dat nude nay dinh 1iy. Néu Mizuho da chét tir xua thi em khong mang
toi giét ngudi. Nhung néu con song sé 1a toi giét ngudi. Du thé ndo em van
vui vé chdp nhan két an. Mizuho ma em chim soc tir ngdy xay ra tai nan
dén tan hom nay van con séng, ta cd thé viét diéu do trén bia mo ctia nd.”

Nhing 161 ma xui quy khién cta c6 1am trai tim Kazumasa quin lai.
Trong thoang chéc, anh mudn loi tay dé co c6 thé 1am diéu minh mong
moi.

“Nhung em chang thé giap duoc Mizuho nita dau. Ciing chang thé chim
lo cho con bé nira. Thé c6 dugc khong?”

“Sao lai ngan em? Anh cho rang Mizuho da chét r6i con gi! Thé thi sao
phai hoi nita. Ngudi ta dau ¢ chét hai lan.”

“Anh ciing khong rd. Tom lai, anh khong mudn em lam diéu d6. Khong
mudn em ldy dao dam vao nguc dira con gai yéu thuong ctia minh...”

“Em ciing ddu mudn 1am. Nhung, em chi c6 thé 1am thé thoi. Boi chang
c6 ai cho em céu tra 101 ca.”

C6 vé Kaoruko d3 quyét ¥, c6 vung manh con dao. Ngay lac d6 “Ding

lai d1,” mot giong cao choi gao lén.
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Kaoruko khung lai, xoay vé phia giong noi do.

Wakaba vira run réy vira cham chap tién 1én. Co bé tién dén trudc mat
Kaoruko va dung lai.

“Bac Kaoru... Pung giét chi dy. Pung giét Mizuho.” Khong phai 1a
tiéng thét that thanh luc trude, ma 1a mot giong nho bé, mong manh.

“Lui lai, Wakaba. Nguy hiém d6, mau sé ban ra day,” Kaoruko néi bang
mot giong binh than.

Nhung Wakaba khong lui lai.

“Xin bac, dung giét chi 4y. Wakaba ludén nghi 14 chi 4y van séng ma.
Boi vi Mizuho van séng. Chau mubn chi dy séng.”

“Chuyén d6... chau khong can phai ép minh dau.”

“Khéng phai thé. Chau khong ép minh nghi vdy dau. Mizuho di chiu
thé thay Wakaba ma. Ngay hom do, vi tim nhin cho Wakaba ma chi 4y
thanh ra nhu thé.”

“Nhan u?”

“Chau so 1dm. Pén tan bay gid van chang dam noi cho ai. La Wakaba
hu. P mang nhan dén ho boi... Khong can dén nhan khi boi vay ma...
Nhan thi luc nao deo ciing duoc viy ma... Néu luc do, dia chét dubi la
Wakaba thi hay roi. Moi chuyén da khong thanh thé nay. Bac Kaoru. ..
Wakaba muén Mizuho séng. Khéng mudn chi y chét dau,” Wakaba vira
khoc vira néi nhitng 1i day thuong cam.

Lan dau tién Kazumasa nghe duoc chuyén nay. Nhin guong mit
Kaoruko 1an Miharu, anh nghi hai nguoi kia ciing vay.

“Béc oi, chau xin 16i, chau xin 16i. D& Wakaba 16n hon chut nira, chau
s& giup bac. Chau s& gitip bac chim soéc cho Mizuho. Vay nén, ding giét
Mizuho. Xin bac.” Nhitng giot nudc mat ciia Wakaba roi xudng san.

Mot khoang lang tr61 qua. Kazumasa cling khong noi gi. Chi nhin ddm

d3am vao tam lung nho bé dang run ray kia.
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Htr - tho ra mot hoi, Kaoruko ldng 1€ ha tay, buong ldng con dao. C6 ap
tay trudc nguc, nham mét lai nhu dé tran tinh chinh minh.

R6i khi m& mét ra, Kaoruko roi khéi chiée xe 13n. Co dat con dao 1én
ban roi lai gan Wakaba. Quy xudng san, cd vong hai tay om lay con bé.
“Cam on chau.”

“Béc...” Wakaba nhe giong dap.

“Cam on chau!” Kaoruko ldp lai.

“Bac o1, ta s& vui vé doi ngdy d6 dén nhé.”

Nhitng 161 ctia con bé khién chung quanh nhu cé chit an tdm hon.
Kazumasa ciing 12 mot trong s6 d6. Luc d6 anh mdi nhén ra, lung minh
d4m mo hoi.

“Chi 0i!” Miharu lao lai chd hai ngudi.

“Em néi chuyén v6i Mizuho khong phai 1a dién kich dau. Chi c6 nghi
nhitng tiéng thinh cdu cua nguoi t6i cau nguyén ¢ nha thd cé phai 1a dién
kich khong?

Pén tan bay gid, Mizuho van 1a dira chau gai dé thuong ciia em ma.”

Kaoruko loi long co mat, gat dau, “Chi hiéu réi ma.”

Cam théy moi suc luc trong co thé duong nhu da bi can kiét, Kazumasa
tua vao tuong. Anh chot nhan théy 4nh mat Watanabe ngay bén canh.

“Chiing t6i rat dugc roi chr?” Ngudi to trudng phong hinh s néi.

“Khéng can mang toi di sao?” Kaoruko vira budng tay khoi Wakaba
vira hoi. “T6i ¢6 hanh vi ¢b sat con gi?”

Watanabe nhdan mat, xua tay. “Chi dung cé bit nat t6i,” rdi anh nhin
sang Kazumasa. “T6i s& giai thich rd rang voi cap trén. Néu xem ddy 1a mot
vu luc duc gia dinh thi s& khong c6 van dé gi chir?”

“Xin nho anh vay.”

“Vay 1a xong van dé roi nhé. Nhung...” Watanabe nhtn vai. “Ciing 1a

mot trai nghiém hay.”
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Kazumasa im lang cti dau.

Khi tién canh sat ra tan ctra rdi quay vao phong khach, Hoshino da
chuén bi ra ve.

“Anh!” Kaoruko lai gan Kazumasa. “Em tién cau Hoshino vé. Cam on
cdu Ay tir trudc dén nay,” ¢o chap hai tay ra trude, cti dau.

Kazumasa nhin Hoshino. “Vay sao?”

Hoshino git dau, “Chi nha bao em khong can dén nita. Chi iy doi bai
nhi€ém em.”

“Minh em rén luyén co thé cho Mizuho ciing dugc,” Kaoruko tiép 10i.
“Chi 13, gio khong thé cho ai thay chuyén d6 nita.”

Kazumasa ciing chang biét néi gi hon, anh chi dap hiéu roi.

“R6i!” Kaoruko vui vé 1én giong noi.

“Moi nguoi oi, hdm nay ta tu hop vi Iy do gi vay? Hay bat ddu mung
sinh nhat chang hoang tir cia nha ta thoi ndo.” Co Ay noéi thé rdi nhin quanh
mot vong, tim thay Ikuto dang cudn minh trong goc, ¢ lai gin 6m lay
thang bé. “Me xin 16i vi 15 danh con nhu thé. Tha thir cho me nhé.”

Ikuto cudi tuoi va hon hé dap “Vang!”

“Con s& néi véi moi nguoi. Chi van chua chét. Van song ¢ nha minh.”

Kaoruko 6m ldy con, nhe lic.

“Con khong can néi ddu. Chuyén vé chi con, khong can ndi trén truong
nira.”

“Puoc a?”

“U, duogc chi,” ¢d don moi stre luc vao canh tay dang Om léy dtra con
trai cia minh.

Kazumasa thd dai, anh van vo nhin Mizuho. Dtng luc do...

GO ma cua con bé kh€ dong. Trong nhu mdt nu cuoi budn.

Nhung chi trong mot thoang. Co6 1€ chi la do giac ma thoi.
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Thot diém do
sé do
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1

Vira ngdi xudng ghé, Hoshino kiém tra dong hoé thdy van con sém hon
so v6i gid hen 1a 6 gid. Cau liéc qua thuc don nhan vién phuc vu dua cho
va goi mot cOc tra bac ha da.

Quan ca phé nam ¢ tang hai mot tda nha huéng ra dai 10 trung tdm
Ginza. Cau c6 thé nhin thiy ludng nguoi di lai. Phan nhiéu 1a nam nit an
mic theo phong cach cong s nhung hinh anh du khach nudc ngoai lai n6i
bat hon ca.

Nguoi ta di mang cbc tra bac ha ra. Liy ong hat thtr thd nudc dam
huong d6, Hoshino tham nghi hwong vi nay khac nhiéu so vé6i tht tra ngudi
d6 van thuong pha cho cau. Gio ai héi huong vi bén nao ngon hon, ciu
cling chang biét dap sao.

Nguoi d6 han nhién 13 ¥ chi phu nhan Harima roi.

Tuan trude, ciu mdi lai co dip ghe¢ dén can biét thy cua nha Harima.
Chi dé giri d6 bao dudng cho bo thiét bi kich thich tir tinh. Ciing can phai
hudng dan cach sir dung ntra. Lan trude nira, do 1a khi co go1 cau dén vao
hom sinh nhat con trai, chuyén ciing da xay ra khoang mdt thang trude roi.

Phu nhan c¢6 vé khoe manh. Tt lan cudi cung gip, gwong mit c6 di hoi
lai nhiéu sinh khi, c6 1& 13 do moi thu d3 ph?m nao o6n dinh hon, nhin c6
cling c¢6 vé hdi xuan. Khi cdu noéi vay, ¢ chép chép mat vai cai, nhin
Hoshino véi vé cuc ky huing tha.

“Gid to1 cling dang dinh néi vay day. Cau Hoshino, duong nhu cau
cling dang tré ra vay. Dang trd lai vé thiéu nién hoi dau méi dén nha t6i
day.”

“Vay sa0?” Hoshino gii gii cam. Cau hiéu c6 khong co ¥ bao ciu tré
con nén ciing chang thay kho chiu gi.

Theo 101 phu nhan, viéc rén luyén than thé Mizuho van dién ra dung
lich.
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Tuy chi 1am mot minh nhung ¢6 cling khong mat nhiéu thoi gian, dén
gid van chua thiy xay ra tai nan gi 16n.

“Cau Hoshino, da phién cau mot thot gian rat dai roi. Tdi mudn nodi cam
on véi cau. Chan thanh cam on.”

“C6 ich cho chi nhu vdy em ciing thay vui ma,” Hoshino di dép lai nhu
thé.

Khi cau noi vay, phu nhan lai xoay cai nhin vao mat cau.

“C6 chuyén gi vay a?”

Phu nhan khé€ tim tim cuoi.

“Dling 1a c6 diéu khang khac nhé. Guong mit cdu rang r& khong nhu
thuong 18. C6 thé cach ndi cua t6i hoi la, nhung nhu thé cau da dudi di
dugc thr quy ma gi do.”

“Khéng phai chi ciing thé sao?” Hoshino di muén néi vay. Nhung bau
khong khi phu nhan mang lai da hoan toan khac trudc.

Nhiing gi da xdy ra hom sinh nhat hién vé trong dau. Va viéc hom d6 1a
chuyén c6 thé ca doi s& chang thé quén noi.

Hoshino cho rang bén trong phu nhan da c6 thtr gi dot ngot thay doi tir
lac d6. Chinh vi thé, ¢o cling khoéng can dén ciu nita, ciing quyét tim
khong cho ké khac thdy con gai minh cir dong tay chén nira.

Tuy nhién, tir vu viéc do, ban than Hoshino cling khong thé phu nhan
chuyén chinh minh ciing da c6 thay d6i. Nhin sy dau kho cua phu nhan khi
vung dao Ién truy van thanh tra canh sat mot cau hoi kho dén thé, cau nhan
ra sy nong can va hot hgt trong minh.

Ban than cau thyc sy da nghi cho c6 bé Harima Mizuho dén dau? Cau
c6 thuc 1ong coi ¢6 bé d6 13 “mdt con nguoi dang séng” day khong? Céu co
bao gid thuc sy suy nghi dén su séng hay cai chét ciia c6 bé d6 chua? Liéu
c6 phai cau chi nghi dén 1am thé nao dé phu nhan vui, 1am thé nao dé phu

nhan quan tdm dén cau khong va chi loi dung co thé c6 bé d6 khong?
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Con tdi t& hon, ciu tu cho minh cam giac bé trén.

Cau cho rang ban than 13 sy ton tai khong thé thiéu dbi v6i nhitng ngudi
trong ngdi nha d6. Cau cho minh 13 thanh, 1a dang t6i cao, 12 nguoi cha thir
hai cua co bé éy, cau hién nhién coi minh 1a ké duoc ton the. CAu kiéu ngao
dén murc cho rang khong ai c6 thé cat dut mdi lién quan gitra cau va ngoi
nha 4y, dau ngudi d6 co 1a giam dbc.

Mot hiéu 1am dang x4u ho.

Cau dung ra cling chi 1a mot cong cu cua phu nhan ma th6i. Nhu cai
khién gitp ¢ ay bao vé niém tin ciia minh, hay nhu ludi kiém giup c6 don
di mot con dudng tric trd.

Nhung ¢6 1& phu nhan dd mo ra duoc con dudng ciia minh roi. Tir gid,
co Ay dd xac dinh dugc mdi day ludn quan ciing nhu diéu ban than phai
chién ddu. Guong mit phu nhan gid da tran day sinh khi khi ké chuyén cho
cau nghe.

Cau chi 1a mot thr cong cu da khong con gia tri: Cau chi con cach quay
tré vé noi can dén ban than minh. May 1a Hoshino van con noi nhu thé.

Khi cdu chuyén noi lam viéc ctia minh tir tu gia Harima vé lai phong
nghién ctru & Harima Text, dong nghiép dén chao cau cuc ky 4m ap. Khong
chi co thé. Nhirng tu liéu thuc nghiém tr Harima Mizuho dugc danh gié l1a
mot tai san quy gia. Hoshino cam thay ban than hanh phuc khi ¢ thé hoa
nhép vao lan song moi kia.

Khi cau b1 bai nhi€ém cong viéc ¢ tu gia Harima, phu nhan da néi 1a cé
mot chuyén mudn gidi bay véi ciu.

“Hoshino, cau d doi t6i mot chuyén ding khong?”

Khéng rd 13 chuyén gi, cdu danh im ling nhung cd ctr cudi day ¥ nhi.

“Khi t61 hoi cau co6 nguoi yéu khong, Hoshino da noi 1a khong c6 nguoi
nao nhu vay, nhung thuc ra la c6 phai khong?”

Mot cau hoi bat ngd. Va danh dung trong diém. D6 1a chuyén tir gan hai
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nam vé trudc. Pang 14 ho ting néi dén chuyén do.

Chuyén xay ra trudc khi cau chia tay voi1 Kawashima Mao.

“Co dang khong?”” Phu nhan hoi.

Nhung tai sao phu nhan lai biét vé Mao? Khi ciu hoi thé, c6 nhun vai
voi vé hoi 10i.

“Thuc ra, t6i ciing c6 no6i déi Hoshino. Khong, c¢6 1& cling khong han 1a
no6i déi. C6 1& nén néi 1a gidu cau.”

Thé rdi, phu nhan ké véi cau modt chuyén kho tuong. Chuyén
Kawashima Mao ting dén tu gia Harima. Khong chi ¢ thé, con timg gip
ca Mizuho. Gip c6 bé, hinh nhu con chimg kién tay con bé cir dong nhd
thiét bi kich thich dién tir nita.

“T6i da hira voi co gai 4y, gilt im lang dén tan bay gio. Néu chuyén
ngay hom d6 1a nguyén nhan khién mdi quan hé giita cau va co 4y khong
con tot dep nita thi t6i rat 1y 1am tiéc, nén méi c6 ¥ néi ra chuyén nay.”

La nhu thé sao, Hoshino da chép ndi duoc moi chuyén. That ra, su6t hai
nim nay, cAu van ludn nghi hoic vé diéu nay.

Tai sao luc d6 Mao lai quyét néi 10i chia tay.

D6 1a mot dém mua thu. CO Ay goi cdu ra bao 13 cd chuyén quan trong.
Trude do khong 1au, hai nguoi con di an monjayaki véi nhau. Lac do, cau
d3 cam thiy co diéu gi thay d6i noi c6. Va roi, ¢o 4y da noi, “Em di suy
nghi rat nhiéu, nhung ching ta nén chia tay th6i”. Khi Hoshino héi 1y do,
“Chuyén do, em khong thé khong noi sao?”, ¢6 dap lai nhu vay. “Vay thi,
Yuuya khong c6 ¥ chia tay u? Anh nghi ta co thé tiép tuc hen ho nhu nay
roi tién dén hon nhan sao?”

Hoshino khong c6 161 gi phan bac lai. Cau qué chl tAm vao cong viéc &
tu gia Harima rdi, dich thyc cling thdy méi quan hé véi Mao trd nén phién
ha. Tham chi, cau con nghi gia c6 1én tiéng doi chia tay c6 phai tét khong

CcO ma.
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“Anh ciing da quyét y dung khong?” Nhin Hoshino ¢t ling yén nhu
thé, Mao mim cudi kho so.

Phu nhan ¢t ndi di noi lai cau xin 10i.

“Co ay 1a mot co gai tot. Toi nghi chic s& 1a mot d6i twong phu hop véi
cau Hoshino. Co thé gio da 1a qua mudn, nhung néu van con tinh cam, ciu
c6 thé thtr tim cach lién lac véi co éy mdt 1an xem sao.”

Hoshino cudi kho, “Mudn rdi chi a”, ciu dap vay. Cling c6 nghia la,
van con tinh cam.

Chén vira roi tu gia Harima chua 1au, cdu da lai nghi dén Mao. Thang
thdn ma nodi, cdu mudn gap c0. o 1a 'canh chim xanh*' cua Chiruchiru va
Michiru. Gio cdu méi hiéu ra diéu gi méi 13 diéu quan trong nhét dbi voi
minh. Cung luc do, cau cling y thirc rd minh ich ky t&1 mrc nao. Cau da tu
b6 vi cho rang ban than khong di tu cach.

Nhung cling dung nhu phu nhan néi, cam giac kim nén nay clr ngay
ngay khién ciu tré nén buc bdi. Hay thir lién lac xem sao. Khong, gid day
qua muon roi. Hai nam d3 troi qua. Chic ¢ éy da kiém duoc d6i tuong
khac roi. Co khi con két hon rdi ay. Nhung 15 khong phai thi sao. Tir d6 dén
nay, chic cling da trai qua nhiéu chuyén. Nhung néu c6 ay van mot minh.
Néu c6 4y van chua hen ho véi ai khéc.

Sau bao d4u tranh tu tudng, Hoshino giri tin nhan di. Noi dung 13, “Anh
c6 chuyén mudn noi véi em, ta gip nhau duoc khong?”. Pinh trude gio
giéc va dia diém, ciu thém dong, “Anh doi em”.

Khong c6 tin tra loi.

Chéc 1a “Khong” r6i. Cau chang thé oan trach gi ca. Ké c6 15i 1a cau
ma.

Cau nhin xubng bén duéi qua 6 cira so. Chi trong mot khoang thoi gian
ngan, bén ngoai di tdi hin. Nhu thé man dém dot ngdt bao phu phd

phuong.
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Cau chot thiy xe lan. Ngudi ngdi trén d6 1a mot chang trai van con tré.
Nguoi déy xe la mot phu nir c6 vé hon cau ta kha nhiéu tudi. Chic 1a me
roi.

Cau nhé dén nguoi ong da bi ban than phai bat toai vi xuat huyét nio
cia minh. Nhin cich 6ng dung tay trai cAm thia an, chao rét ra long tong,
da tho dai trong kho so ra sao. Ngay con khoe manh, 6ng lam nghé khic
kim loai. Ban tay phai la cé gia tai ciia ong.

ft ra cau ciing mong minh c6 ich cho ké khac. Cau mudn giup d& nhing
nguoi da ganh trén minh bt hanh hay khuyét tat c6 dugc niém vui va hanh
phuc. Cau vao Harima Text cling chinh vi 1€ dé.

Khi Hoshino cham tay vao cdc tra bac ha da véi quyét tim mdi mé
trong long, mot cd gai xuat hién tir cau thang di lén.

Nhanh chong ludt quanh mot lugt ctra hang, khi da nhin ra Hoshino, c6
ay lai gan v6i vé than trong. So véi hai nim trudc, cd dy ¢ vé cling gay di
chut it. Nhung cam giac hoat bat, s6i noi van khong khac trude.

Hoshino ding day.

“Lau khong gip,” ¢ néi vay khi dén chd ban ciu.

“U,” gat dau r6i Hoshino moi c6 ngdi xudng ghé dbi dién minh. CH ay
kéo ghé, ngdi xudng.

Nit phuc vu lai gﬁn. Co éy nhin c¢dc cia Hoshino, rdi goi, “Cho to1 loai
d6 ubng gidng anh ay.”

Sau khi phuc vu di khuét, c6 gai ngam guong mat Hoshino. Cau thay
ngai nguing, ci gdm mat xudng.

Co6 4y 1am bam gi d6. Thé 13, cau ngang dau Ién.

“Anh tré hon nhiéu ddy. Trong doi dao strc song nira.”

Kawashima Mao néi vdy. “Hon nhiéu so v&i hoi d6.”

Hoshino khong néi ning gi, chi gat dau.

2
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Khi dang didm minh trong cuén sach, co cam thay co thtr gi khé cham
vao chan minh. D6 1a mot qua cau 16ng.

“Chau xin 18i,” mot c6 bé voi lao lai gan. Tudi chic tam 16p 16n tiéu
hoc, hodc ¢o khi 1a dau trung hoc co s6. Mot co bé co6 mai toc cat ngén hop
guong mat, 1an da rdm nang trong rat khoe khodn.

Kaoruko nhdt qua cau lén, “day,” roi chia ra cho bé. “Chau cam on”,
con bé nhan lai rat 1& phép. Anh mat chot dimg lai tai chiéc xe lin dé bén
canh Kaoruko.

“A, dé thuong qua...”

Co bé bat chot thét 1én khién ¢6 thdy vui 1dm. Pira con géi trén xe lan 1a
niém ty hao 16n nhat cua Kaoruko.

Co6 cuo1 coi nhu thay 161 cam on. Sau khi lanh le cui dau chao mét cai,
o bé kia cam vot quay vé chd ban bé dang doi.

Kaoruko dang ngdi trén bang ghé mot cong vién hoi xa nha mot chat.
Tuy kha nhé nhung lai c6 chd rong nhu san thi dau ciing ¢ ca xich du,
khung leo hay bap bénh nita, chung quanh bao boc bdi cay cdi - mot cong
vién binh thuong.

Gi6 thu thoi mat lanh 1ong nguoi. Dao ndy, troi hay mua nhung hém
nay thoi tiét dic biét dep.

Ngay bén canh, ¢ bé luc ndy va ban dang bat dau cudc dau cau 1ong.
Con bé vung vot rat kha. Chéc cling c6 tham gia cdu lac bo trong trudng.
Nhu vay thuong s& luyén tap trong phong thé duc day. Nudc da rAm ning
d6 chic 1a do phai chay bén ngoai nhiéu dé ting cudng thé lic, cd nghi van
vo dén may diéu do.

Ptra con gai ngdi trén xe ldn cta c¢d - c6 nhin Mizuho. Hién nhién 1a
van dang nham nghién mat. Quan 4o thé duc thi sic xanh den 1a dep nhat.
Téc con bé cai dai no hong.

Néu khong roi vao bi kich nhu thé, con bé 16n 1én nhu nhiing dua tré
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dang choi cau 1ong kia thi mdi ngdy sé ra sao dy. Co biét c6 ngdm ngoi thi
cling chi toan 1a diéu vo nghia, va thudng gang dudi nhitng tuéng tuong do
ra khoi ddu, nhung né 1udn hién 1én vao nhing lic nhu thé nay.

Cb tin chac minh s& phai lo lang nhiéu. Lo tai nan 6 t6, nhiing ké bién
thai, roi toi pham trén mang - thé gii bay gio nhiéu mbi nguy lam, chang
thé nao dy doan trudc. Chi can Mizuho con song, cd s& con phai lo ling
nhiéu. Nhu chuyén 1ap gia dinh chang han, bé me luc nao chang lo lang cho
con cai cua minh co chu.

Nhitng méi lo ddy ciing c6 thé noi 1a mot niém vui ctia bac 1am cha me.

Ciing gibng niém vui khi chim lo cho mét dira tré khong bao gio mo
mat ching, Kaoruko c6 thé noi chic vdy. Chi 1a ¢6 khong nghi minh c6 thé
ban luan vé diéu nay véi bat cr ai. Con nguoi c6 nhiéu cach sdng ma.

Nhan cudc ddu cia miy cb bé dang tam nging, Kaoruko dtng day. Co
chinh lai thé ngdi ctia Mizuho rdi ddy chiéc xe lan.

Di doc theo con dudng di bo sat tuyén tau dién, cdy ré quat xép thanh
hang dai rop bong.

“A, ching da d6i mau kha kha r6i d6 con. C6 18 tuan t6i, noi ndy sé rop
sic vang ddy,” vira nhin 1én tan cdy, Kaoruko vira tro chuyén véi Mizuho.
Di dao 1& niém vui m&i tudn mot ban cua co.

Khi chuin bj r& ngoat, tiéng coi O t0 vang 1én. Kaoruko dung chan, co
quay lai. Mot chiéc Benz mau xanh den dd sat rat bén canh c6.

Cira xe bén ghé nguoi 1ai ha xubéng. Guong mat tho ra tir d6 chinh 1a
Enokida Hiroki.

Ngay gan d6 1a mot quan ca phé ndi tiéng voi cac loai banh ngot ding
hoa qua tuoi. Enokida giri chiéc Benz vao mot bii d6 xe tra tién roi ciing cd
ngdi xudng mot cai ban nho, dbi dién nhau. May ma c6 khoang trong du
rong cho cai xe lan.

“Anh thdy em c6 nhiéu thay d6i roi, that dang ngac nhién. Anh da thay
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quen quen nhung ctr tudng 1a mot ai khac co, dén mac suyt dinh di qua
ludn.”

Theo 101 Enokida, anh ta dang trén dudng trd vé sau khi mang qua
mung tré méi sinh dén nha mot ngudi quen.

Ngam nghia guong mit ciia Kaoruko 1an nita, anh ta néi, “Em khoe
manh thé ndy anh an tdm lam. Lan cubi gip nhau, em vira sau kho vira
mang mot nét gi d6 nhu hoang dai. That 1ong, anh da lo khong biét cir dé
em vé nhu vy c6 6n khong.”

Nhiing 161 ctia Enokida khién Kaoruko chi biét cudi ngai nging. Hom
cd da quyét d6 1a 1an hen ho cudi cung, con vé tan nha anh ta dudng nhu
maoi1 x4y ra ngay hom qua.

“Luc d6, em da 1am phién anh rdi,” c¢6 cai dau.

“Anh ciing thé, chang thé 1am gi duoc cho em, anh that ¢6 16i. Tuy anh
cling c6 nghe chuyén nhung tinh hinh ra sao, anh chang ddam tuéng tuwong
nira,” anh ta nhin cham cha vao chiéc xe lan rdi quay lai nhin Kaoruko.
“Pung 13, em da rat vat va ding khong?”

C6 néi doi ciing chang nghia 1y gi. “Pung vay,” c6 dap. “Mot dira tré
dang hoat bat chay choi nhu thé, mot ngay dot nhién roi vao gidc ngi say
nhu thé. Cudc séng nhu dao 16n 180 do. Em cam gidc nhu moi hi vong déu
bién thanh tuyét vong ca.”

“Anh c6 thé hiéu.”

“Nhung thoi ky tuyét vong nhu vay khong kéo dai,” Kaoruko néi. “Do
1a nhitng ngay vét va, nhung c6 nhing lac rat vui. Vi nhu khi em tim duoc
b6 dd phu hop véi con gai minh chiang han. Khi mic thir cho né va thiy sao
lai khéo vira dén thé, nhirng lac nhu thé con bé cling vui 1dm. Em co thé
hiéu qua sac mit, huyét 4p va ca mach dap caa con bé.”

“Ha?”, Enokida to vé quan tam.

“Duong nhién,” Kaoruko noi tiép. “Co nguoi cling bao 1a do em tudng
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twong ra ma thoi. Mot dang tu théa man ban than.”

“Néu ngudi ta ndi vay, em nghi sao?” Enokida hoi.

Kaoruko dang hai tay ra, nhin vai.

“Em chang nghi gi ca. Em chang can phai thuyét phuc nhiing nguoi do
lam gi. C6 1& nhitng nguoi d6 cling chang ¢ thuyét phuc em lam gi. Thé
gidi nay khong can ctr phai dong tAm dong y, tham chi khong nén nhu thé,
em nghi vay diy.”

Duong nhu nhiing 16i ciia ¢6 ¢ vé hoi mo hd, Enokida ngdm nghi mot
chut. Piém thanh that nhung khong gay khé dé thé nay van y nhu ngay
trudc.

Cudi cung, anh ta mip may moi, “Piéu bac si mong moi 1 hanh phic
ctia bénh nhan. Nhung né 14 thr dén tir nhiéu hinh dang khong c6 chuyén
ép budc vao mot khung nao ca. Hién tai néu em théy hanh phuc, anh khong
cO gi phai phan nan. Nén anh da nghi phai hoi chuyén em. Gio em khong
thdy can tht gi. C6 18 em s& khéng dén phong kham cua anh nita nhi?”
Nhiing 10i d6 nhu ¢ ca chit an tim lai nhu ¢ chiit gi budn budn tron 1an.

Kaoruko cam tach tra.

“Em 6n r6i ma. Em con mudn héi chuyén cta bac si co.”

“Chuyén cua anh sao?”

“U. B6i vi, c6 vé tir 40 dén nay anh ciing trai qua kha nhiéu chuyén
day. C6 cude gip gd& mbi mé nao khong?” Noi thé roéi Kaoruko liéc ban tay
trai Enokida. Mot chiéc nhin bach kim sang lap lanh trén ngon ap .

“Khong phai chuyén gi dang dé ké nhu cia em dau,” Enokida c6 vé hoi
ngai ngung, anh bat dau ké vé dbi twong két hon do ngudi quen gidi thicu
cho minh.

Sau khi chia tay voi Enokida, co day cai xe lan di theo con duong vé.
May dura tré dang trén dudng tir trudng vé nha hon hd ruot dudi nhau. Co

vai dra nho cling tam tu6i Mizuho.
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Khi vé dén cira nha, c6 chot chot da. RS rang canh ctra da dong vao han
hoi rdi lai he hé m& ra. Hém trude, 6 khoa da bi hong nén chic gio thdi lam
ctra m& ching. Hay 1a ba Chizuko di vé. Hom nay, me c6 kéu ¢ viéc nén
d3 quay vé nha ngoai rdi ma.

Mo hai canh cong ra, ¢ ddy xe lan vao bén trong. Pung luc d6, co nhin
théy mot cau bé la mat. Cau ta dang ding & 16i di vao.

Cau bé d6 voi vang lai gan co.

“Chéu chi phi choi nhung 15 bi bay lot vao trong nay mat. Goi chudng
clra mai ma...” ndi vay roi cdu bé chia ra cai may bay giay.

“A ra thé,” Kaoruko gat gu.

Cau bé ctr nhin cham cham vao Mizuho trén xe lan. Trong anh nhin d6
khong c6 vé gi 1a hiéu ky hay nghi ngai.

“Sao thé?” Kaoruko hoi.

“Da... khong c6 gi a.” Cau bé dap vay nhung van nhin Mizuho. “Ban
ay ngu nhiéu nhi?”

Céch nd1 thanh that d6 nhu doé1 lai trong long Kaoruko.

“Ha, ding nhi,” roi ¢6 chinh lai cai chin dép trén Mizuho.

“Chan ban 4y bi tat khong di duoc a?”

Cau hoi cua cau bé dung 12 ndm ngoai dy doan. Ra vy, dung 14 thay
ngudi ngdi trén xe ldn nhu vay, ¢ ¢6 cam gidc ngudi ta nghi dén chuyén
nay dau tién.

Kaoruko kh& nhéch mdi chuyén thanh nu cudi.

“Trén thé gi6i ndy, c6 nhiéu dang ngudi lam. C6 ca nhimg dira tré
khong bi tat & chan nhung vi nhiéu Iy do ma khong thé di lai. Dén mot luc
ndo d6, chu s& hiéu thoi.”

C6 khong hiéu nhirng 16i minh néi thang bé ¢ hiéu duoc chinh xac hay
khong. Anh mét ngac nhién cua cau bé lai hudng dén Mizuho. “Ban éy van

chua day nhi?”
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Nghe nhu thé cdu bé mubn con bé md mit ra viy. C6 cam thay vui vui.

“Um... chic vay. Hom nay chéc ciing khong day dau.”

“HOm nay sao?”

“U, hom nay d6,” Kaoruko day chiéc xe di. “Chao chau nhé.”

“Chao c6” cau bé dap lai. Sau d6, Kaoruko nghe c6 tiéng dong cong.

Khi di vé phia hién, 4nh mét c6 chot cham vao ctra s6 can phong
Mizuho. Dao trude, c¢b ¢ trong chit hoa hong trang tri ngoai ria cira so.
Hoa do6 1a qua Kazumasa tang sinh nhat Kaoruko. B3 bao nam roi anh méi
c6 hanh dong do vai c¢o.

Nhan dot d6, co bat dau dung hwong liéu mui hoa hong. Chi can vai
giot thoi, can phong da dwom huong hoa rdi. Sic mat Mizuho ciing kha hon
ké tir khi do.

Clr vui vé gom nhit ting niém vui tim hanh phtc nho nhé théi ciing
duoc, Kaoruko da nghi vay. C6 chang chd trong gi nhiéu ca. Néu ngay mai
dén chang khac gi hom nay, co ciing chang c6 gi phai bat man.

Mong udc nho nhoi do cua c6 da dugce thyc hién trong mot khoang thot
gian dai. Nhitng ngay binh yén, gian di khong c6 bat cir diéu gi da dén va
di. Lich di dao tuan mot 1an kéo dai duoc dén tan thang Muoi hai khi troi
d3 lanh han. Va bat du lai vao khoang giira thang Ba nim sau.

Chang may chdc, Mizuho s& trd thanh hoc sinh 16p Bén vao ngay 31
thang Ba.

Kaoruko lai ngu trong phong Mizuho nhu moi khi. C6 ¢6 cam gidc ai
d6 dang goi minh nén méi mé mat ra. Khi nhin dong hd, di qua 3 gid dém.

Ngay sau khi ¢6 vira tu hoi tai sao minh lai mé mat ra vao luc nay thi
Kaoruko nhan ra.

Mizuho dang diing ngay canh minh.

3

Theo thong tin trong hd so, ngudi dan dng mang ma s6 38 da bay muoi
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hai tui roi. Ong ta mic chimg glaucoma* va mat di thi giac tir khoang nim
nam trude. Sau khi dén tudi vé huu, 6ng hau nhu khong ra ngoai nira. So
v6i nhitng bénh nhan bi ton thuong thi giac khac, nguoi nay khong co
nhiéu k¥ nang sir dung gay dan dudng.

Toém lai, cude thir nghiém 1an nay da c¢6 ging tim ngudi thir nghiém phu
hop hon.

“Bat dau,” tiéng nhan vién nghién ciru ho 1én.

Nguoi dan 6ng lo lang budc budc dau tién. Poi mat 6ng da bi che di
boi cai kinh. Mii bao hiém ciing da deo ¢ trén dau.

Ong ta vuot qua nhitng thung cac tong ngang trd & vong dau tién. Tiép
theo 1a nhiing qua bong dang lan tir tung. Ngudi dan ong kheo 1€o vuot qua
hét nhitng qua bong d6. Phan sau nita 1a thir thach san nha phan theo mau.
C6 phan ké 6 xanh do c6 phan lai ké soc xanh vang. Nguoi dan 6ng nhan
1énh, “chi di trén nhitng phan mau xanh”.

Nguoi dan 6ng da chon di trén mau xanh cuc ky chuan xac. Chi con
mot thir thach gian nan cudi cung. Chd nay cé ré-bdt chay vong quanh. No
to ¢& mot con chd loai nho. N6 di chuyén rat ngiu nhién, dwong nhién
khong dé cho nguoi tham gia thue nghiém dé dang di qua.

Nguoi dan ong dung lai trude cira vao, quan sat ro-bot di chuyén mot
lac roi nhu da quyét tim, 6ng méi bat dau budce di.

RO-bot lai dot ngot chuyén huong, chan duong di cua nguoi dan ong
kia. Thé 13, ong ta kéu 1én mot tiéng, dimg chan ding lai. Guong mit xoay
theo huéng chuyén dong cta ro-bét. Hay con goi 1a “nhin”.

Sau khi x4c nhan dugc ro-bdt d3 di xa, nguotl dan ong maéi c6 vé an tam
tiép tuc budc tiép. Va rdi, trong 4nh mat theo doi ctia nhan vién nghién ctu,
ong da dén duoc dich. Trang phao tay vang 1én.

“Lam duoc qua day chir.”

Kazumasa no1 vo1 nguoi phu trach nghién ctru dang cung chung kién
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thuc nghi€ém vé&i minh.

“Pa dd chua anh?” Ngudi dan 6ng vira budc sang tudi tir tuan thang
trude hoi anh véi vé lo lang.

“Néu t6i noi chua d6 thi sao?”

Nguoi phu trach nghién ctru danh mat lai, anh ta thang ngudi 1én. “Vay
t6i chi con nude chuyén viéc ma thoi.”

Kazumasa huyt sao miéng, vd vai ngudi cip dudi. “Duong nhién 13 toi
dua thoi. Cau da dd, toi khong ché dugc diém gi. Ctr thé ma tién tiép cho
t01.”

“Cam on anh,” ngudi phu trach nghién ctru cti dau.

Théy co tin hi€u bao cudc goi dén tir chiéc dién thoai trong ti 4o trong,
Kazumasa vua ro1 khoi khu vuc thuc nghiém vua nhic may. La ba
Chizuko.

“Vang, con Kazumasa day.”

“A... Xin 16i con nhé, dang trong gi® 1am viéc thé nay.”

“C6 chuyén gi vay a?”

Thé rdi, vira nghe nhitng diéu ba Chizuko gip gip néi, Kazumasa vira
bop chat 1ay dién thoai trong tay.

Tinh trang Mizuho dot nhién c6 chuyén bién la, Kaoruko phai dua con
bé dén bénh vién.

“Tinh trang n6 sao vay a?”

“Chuyén nay... nhiéu diém bat 6n 1lam. Huyét ap khong 6n dinh, than
nhiét cling ha.”

“Tu bao gio vay a?”

“Tir sang nay. A, nhung theo Kaoruko, moi chuyén xay ra tir dém roi.”

Kaoruko ngu trong phong Mizuho. C6 1& nira dém c6 dy da nhan ra ¢6
su la nhung dén sang mai kiém tra tinh hinh chang.

“Con hiéu ro1. Sau khi sap x€p cong viéc, con s€ vao vién ngay.”
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Sau khi ngit cudc goi, anh ngay 1ap tirc goi cho co thu ky Kanzaki
Makiko. Sau khi thong bao ngan gon tinh hinh, anh xac nhan xem c6 thé
huy lich lam viéc ciia ngay hom nay khong.

“Em s& tim cach xir 1y,” nguoi cAp dudi tai ning ciia anh da noi vay.
Sau khi n6i mot cAu cam on, anh bat dau nhanh chan bude di.

Trén duong di taxi dén bénh vién, anh thu goi cho Kaoruko nhung hinh
nhu ¢6 d3 tit dién thoai nén khong tai nao lién lac dugc.

Trong khi lo déing nhin ra ngoai cira kinh, anh suy xét xem su thé nhu
thé nao.

Trong sudt ba nim nay, co thé cia Mizuho luén 6n dinh. Nhung khong
c6 nghia 14 hoan toan khong gip bat cir van dé gi, thuc ra van bj nhiém
trung, cling gip van dé tiéu héa nita. Nhung Kaoruko hay ba Chizuko
chang bao gio bao cho Kazumasa nhiing chuyén nhu thé. C6 1& moi ngudi
cling khéng mudn gy anh hudng dén coéng viée cua anh.

Tai sao 1an nay lai bao cho anh biét?

C6 1& anh nén chuan bi tinh than d6i mat véi moi tinh hudng thai,
Kazumasa nghi.

Khi dén bénh vién, anh hoi tinh hinh & quay thong tin. Nit phu trach
bao anh 1én phong y ta trén tang bon dé xac nhan tinh hinh.

Anh di cau thang may 1én tang bdn, rdi ngd vao trong phong y ta. Vira
bao tén, cd y ta tré & d6 1ap tirc nhan ra van dé, bao ngay cho sd phong.

“T61 vao duoc sao?”

“Mo1 anh. Chi nha cling dang & trong do.”

Puoc n6i nhu vay anh thdy nhe ca ngudi. Nguoi ta dwa Mizuho vao
trong phong diéu tri, Kaoruko lo lang trong phong doi - anh muong tuong
trugce tinh hinh do.

Khi dén phong bénh, anh g ctra. “Mdi vao,” giong Kaoruko vong ra.

Khi anh mé ctra thi thidy Kaoruko dang ngdi canh giwdng. Co nhin 1én
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Kazumasa roi noi, “Anh dén déy a?” Vé mat co binh than hon anh tudng,
khong c6 cam giac sau ndo gi.

“Me da bao cho anh,” Kazumasa nhin 1én giuong. “Tinh hinh thé nao
vay?”

Mizuho dit nam dé, dang truyén dich. Guong mat c6 hoi sung 1én. Tinh
trang dGng 1 khac nhiéu so véi 1an trude anh gip.

Kaoruko khong dap lai. Anh mat nghiém nghi don ca vao dira con gai.

“Nay, sao thé em?”” Anh hoi 1én giong.

Thé rdi, c¢6 dimg ddy, di ra phia ctra s6. C6 ding chén lai r6i khé khang
quay gét, thang than nhin Kazumasa.

“Em c6 chuyén quan trong mudn ndi voi anh. Mot chuyén cuc ky quan
trong. Gi0, ta nd1 dugc chu?”

Kazumasa kh& ha cim, anh nhin Mizuho rdi 4nh nhin quay lai chd
Kaoruko. “Chuyén lién quan dén Mizuho sao?”

“Puong nhién 1a thé.”

“Chuyén gi?”

Kaoruko nhu ¢ chit do du, rdi ¢6 hit vao mot hoi va noi, “Pém qua,
em khong biét noi thé c6 dung khong hay nén ndi 1a sang sém ngay hom
nay sao nira, tom lai 1a vao khoang hon 3 gio sang...”, cd bat dau chdp mat
lia lia. Poi mét do 1én, go ma giat giat. “Mizuho... phai di réi. Con bé di
noi thé.”

“0,” Kazumasa mé to mat. “Noi thé... Thé nghia 13 sa0?”

“Con bé di sang thé gidi bén kia. N6 phai di r0i,” sau khi da ndi hét,
Kaoruko nhu ctg ngudi, mat nham nghién, dau cti gam. Bo vai khé run.

Kazumasa ngac nhién nhin Mizuho. Nhung 16ng nguc con bé van khé
phép phong. N6 dang thé ma.

“Em noi gi vay? Con bé van dang song day ma.”

Sau khi Kaoruko khé& dung mu ban tay phai lan lugt day timg bén mi
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mat, ¢b ngéng 1én r6i hit sdu vao mot hoi. Thé rdi, c6 md mat ra, cudi voi
Kazumasa.

“Kaoruko...”

“Xin 16i anh, n6i thé nay chic anh ciing khong hiéu noi.”

“That ra 1a chuyén gi vay?”

“Vang, em sé& ké lai tr dau”, Kaoruko liéc qua giuvong roi nhin
Kazumasa va bit dau néi. “TAm 3 gio hon, em dot nhién mé mét ra. Em co
cam giac nhu ai d6 dang goi em. Lic d6, em thay Mizuho ding bén canh.”

Kazumasa khong thé noi noi diéu gi.

“Duong nhién khong phai 12 em nhin thdy con bé bang xuong bang
thit,” Kaoruko noéi. “Nhung em cam thy con bé dang dimg d6.”

Thé rdi, Mizuho bat dau néi chuyén véi Kaoruko. C6 khong nghe thay
bang tai ma né truyén vao trai tim co.

“Me o1, con cam on.

Cdm on me dd nudi ndng tir trudc t6i gio.

Con dd hanh phiic lam.

Cuc ky hanh phic.

Cam on me. Thuc long cam on me.”

Kaoruko hiéu ra da dén lic phai chia tay roi. Nhung, ky la 12 ¢6 khong
hé cam théy dau budn. C6 da hoi con bé, “Gid, con sé& di sa0?”

“Vang,” Mizuho dap 101 me. “Tam biét me. Me nhd gitr gin suc khoe
nhé.”

“Vinh biét con,” Kaoruko 1am bam.

Ngay sau d6, bong dang Mizuho dot ngot tan bién. Khong con gi ca.

Kaoruko ngdi day khoi giudong, lai gan than thé Mizuho. C6 bat dén 1én
va kiém tra mot s chi sb do cua con bé.

Moi chi s6 déu bat ddu c6 dau hiéu x4u di. Tir lic d6. Kaoruko khong

hé ngu, ci thitc canh nhu thé nhung khong c¢6 vé kha hon.
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Sau khi ké xong cau chuyén, Kaoruko nhin cham cham vao Kazumasa,
co lac dau.

“Anh khong tin u? Hay cho 12 em dang néi d6i? Néu khong phai néi dbi
thi cling chi don gian 1a ao giac, hay con c6 thé 1a mot con mo - chic anh
nghi thé dang khong?”

“Anh khong nghi em néi déi. Em chang c6 1y do gi dé 1am thé. Co thé
d6 1a 4o giac hay 1a mot con mo mang, anh ciing khong biét nita. Nhung
néu em da tin nhu thé ta ct coi d6 1a sy that di.”

Kaoruko cuoi, néi cam on anh.

“Chi 1a...” Kazumasa thém. “Thanh that ma noi, anh thuc sy ngac
nhién. Anh d chuan bi tinh than cho ngdy ndy, em ciing biét rang anh da
chap nhan ring Mizuho d chét. Nhung dau c6 thé, anh khong tuong tuong
no6 sé xay dén bang cach nay.”

“Xin 16i anh. Em d tién con di mot minh. Nhung anh ciing khong t6t
co. Nhirng lac quan trong nhu thé lai chang c6 nha.”

Chang biét dap lai thé nao, anh iy tay 6m dau. “Tai sao lai 1a dém qua
co chi?”

“Dling that. Em ciing khong rd. Hay hoi Mizuho 4y,” ¢6 ndi thé voi
giong vui vé. La c6 bung nd rdi, hay do moi sy xay ra dot ngdt nén tim
trang co trd nén phan khich qua réi, Kazumasa khong rd nita.

“Anh nay,” Kaoruko hoi anh. “Thé nay 1a du rdi diing khong? Chung ta
da lam hét nhimg diéu c6 thé 1am cho Mizuho roi phai khong? Chang con
gi dé hdi han nira phai khong?”

“Puong nhién rdi. Anh coi nhu di 6n, con em di hoan thanh xuét sic
moi thtr rdi.”

“Nghe anh noi thé, em ciing thay an long hon,” Kaoruko khé& ép tay vao
nguc.

“Khéng, nhung ma...” anh nhin xubng giudng. “Vay, gio ta tinh sao
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day?” Kaoruko lai gan giuong v4i vé mat nghiém tic.

“Gio ta dang truyén dich ding khong? Co thé con bé dang thiéu hut
hodc mon chdng bai niéu. Thiéu loai hooc mon nay, phan s& chay ra 6 at.
Do khong thé kiém soat ching nita. Can bd sung mot luong 16n nude dé
tranh mat nude ciing do thé. Khi d0, chén tay ciing bat dau phu 1én. Trong
nhitng trudng hop nhu thé nay, can phai cung cip hodc mon chdng bai niéu
ngay thi ta méi kiém soat duoc tinh trang thai phan.”

“Em biét & qua nhi.”

“Thay chwa? Em da hoc rat chim chi ma.”

“Trudc gid, Mizuho khong can dén loai hodc mén d6 sao?”

“Ngay sau vu tai nan da can roi. Nhung ké tir hoi chim soc tai nha lai
khong can dén nita. Bac si cling bao la ky la. Sau do, lugng thudc Mizuho
phai ubng ciing it dan, ding 1a da khién cac chuyén gia bat ngo.”

“Nhung ma gid lai can dén no.”

“Vang”, Kaoruko git dau. Roi c¢6 nhin Kazumasa v6i anh mat day u
uan.

“Bac si chu tri sap stra dén noi chuyén voi ta ddy. Trude do, em mudn
dé nghi diéu nay véi anh.”

“Pé nghi?”

“Piéu chi chiing ta méi c6 quyén quyét dinh d6.”

4

bung nhu Kaoruko néi, khoang mot tiéng sau do, ho co cudc thao luan
V61 bac s chu tri. Vi bac si voi guong mat ran roi tén Oomura di ndi véi ho
vé cau chuyén quan sat co thé Mizuho sut ba nim qua.

Tinh trang di thay d6i hoan toan so vé&i lan kiém tra trudc, bac si
Oomura noi vay.

“Khéng nhic dén chuyén ndo bo c6 bé di gan nhu khong con hoat dong

nita, co thé bé Mizuho d3 duy tri mot sy cin bang tong thé. Huyét ap va
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than nhiét déu 6n dinh, c6 thé dai tiéu tién binh thuong. Nhung dang tiéc 1a
tinh hinh hién tai, sy cAn bang tong thé d6 da bi mat di. C6 thé ndi 1a con bé
dang tro vé tinh trang lc vira tai nan chic moi ngudi s& thay dé hiéu hon.”

Thé 10, bac si Oomura bat ddu noéi dén nhitng phuong hudng diéu tri vé
sau. Chuyén dau tién 6ng noéi dén 1a vé vu hodc moén chdéng bai niéu
Kaoruko da noi tai kia.

“Khi tiém bd sung, ta s€ tam thoi 6n dinh duoc chuc nang bai tiét cho
con bé. Néu khong bd sung, c6 thé dan dén tim ngimg dép trong tuong lai
gan. V4i tinh trang ndy, nhiéu bac cha me ciing khong mudn phép ép uong
duy tri cudc sébng cia con bé. Nhung véi tinh hinh trudc gid, anh chi
Harima s& chon cach tiém hodc mon, va van tiép tuc cham lo cho chau nha
nhu tir trude dén gio dang khong?”

Kazumasa nhin sang bén canh. Anh mét anh gap anh mat Kaoruko. Xac
nhan duoc cai git dau noi co, anh mdi quay sang phia bac si ch tri.

“Cudc n6i chuyén nay 13 tién dé cho chuyén nio chét ciia Mizuho ding
khong?”

“Vang, ma, néu xét dén tinh trang gan nhu chét ndo cta con bé...”

“Vay thi, Kazumasa m¢ miéng, “dé 1a nhiém vu bén phia quy vi phai
lam con gi?”

“Nhiém vu... y anh la sao?”

“Nhiém vu goi ¥ ra nhitng lya chon. C6 ¥ hién tang hay khong, quy vi
khong can phai xac nhan sao?”

“01” Mat bac si Oomura mé tron. “Khoéng... nhung ma... chiang phai
anh chi d4 tir chdi ngay sau tai nan u?”

“Boi ching t6i khong cho rang con bé di chét ndo,” Kaoruko dap 10i.
“Khong chét ndo nén ching t6i khong muén ép con bé phai trai qua nhitng
bai kiém tra ky la nhu thé. Hon ba nam tr sau vu viéc do, con bé nha toi

van song manh khoe. Vi lai bac si Oomura ¢6 muon ki€ém tra hay kham
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nghiém véi nhitng ngudi dang chét nita sao?”

Bac si Oomura khong ¢ vé gi muén giau nhimg rang dong trong 1ong,
ctr nhin hét luot cip vo chong dang nodi ra nhiing diéu dién khing.

“Nhung 1an nay thi,” Kazumasa néi, “chung toi da cho rang gio chi con
cach chép nhan con bé d3 bi chét ndo ma thoi. Néu da thé, ching t61 budc
phai dua ra lya chon. Li€u c6 gi sai khong?”

Béc s Oomura ha miéng hép hép nhu ca vang, “Anh chi dgi cho chut
d3”, ong noi vay roi dung day khoi ghé. Khi roi khoi phong, trong dang
diéu 6ng nhu sap nga.

Kazumasa nhin sang Kaoruko lan nita. C6 4y rac rich cudi nhung
khong them néi gi. Kazumasa danh lang im.

Mot gio trude, Kaoruko da dé nghi chinh cai diéu kho ngd ndy. Pong ¥
hién tang.

“Mizuho d4 di sang thé gi6i bén kia rdi. Chic chin ¢ trén Thién dudng
n6 s& noi, hiy dung than thé cta con cho nhitng ngudi ban dang thuong
dang ¢ dau do6 di me.”

“No 1a mot dira tré diu dang ma,” Kaoruko noi thém.

Kazumasa chang c6 gi dé phan doi. Van dé chi 1 phia bénh vién. Ho s&
c6 phan ng ra sao, anh that khong biét nita. Pbi voi bon ho, ddy chic 1a
mot ca chua tung co.

Ba Chizuko va Miharu ciing ¢6 goi dién, cling néi y kién cia minh vé
tinh hinh hién tai. Bén nao ciing khéc nirc nd nhung day 13 chuyén di thong
nhat roi.

C6 tiéng gd ctra. “Moi vao,” anh dap 101 va thay canh cira md ra. Nguoi
buéc vao dung 1a bac si Shindou nhu ho dy doan. Khi thdy vo chdng
Kazumasa dinh ding day, “Mo1 anh chi ctr ngéi,” ong noi vay ro6i nhanh
chong di vao phia bén kia ban va ngdi xudng.

Bac si Shindou th¢ ra mgt hoi r61 nhin hai nguoi. “Anh chi luc nao
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cling gy bt ngo.”

“Vay sao a?” Nguoi hoi 1a Kaoruko.

“Khéng dung dén may ho hip nhan tao, dung nhimg thiét bi tin tién
nhat dé gitip con gai minh thd. Kich thich dién tir 1én cot séng, dung co ché
phan xa dé rén luyén co bap cho con bé.”

“C6 thé 1am moi th&r nhu vay, ching t6i thiy rat vui.”

“Pung 1a nhu vay. Két qua 13 gidi y hoc hién dai cling khong thé nao
giai thich dugc, khong dwa vao co ning cua ndo bo van c6 thé kiém soat
dugc can bang co thé nhu thé. Lai ¢ thé duy tri dén tan bay gid, chung toi
chi c6 thé néi d6 1a diéu phi thuong. Nhung diéu toi thiy ngac nhién nhat
chic 1a ngay hom nay day. Khong nghi réng anh chi lai chép nhan lya chon
nhu thé.”

“T6i cho rang diéu nay khong trai luat,” Kazumasa noéi. “Trong luat
phap hién hanh khong c6 khai niém chét ndo 1am sang. Néu khong chap
nhan thAm dinh chét ndo, nguoi ta co thé xép nhitng ngudi bénh nay vao
loai c¢6 kha nang roi vao tinh trang thuc vat. Cho dén tan ngay hom qua,
biét ddu Mizuho lai dang trong tinh trang d6. Va roi, hom nay, tinh hinh da
thay d6i. Tinh trang Mizuho trong khoang ba nam vai thang trudc khac voi
tinh trang con bé ngay hém nay. it ra ching toi ciing c6 quyén cho minh
mot lya chon.”

Vi nhing 10i ctia anh, bac si Shindou ciing dong tinh.

“Chi 14, t6i c6 mdt diém phai chinh lai. Theo dung thu tuc, dau tién ta
can phai kiém tra tinh hinh ndo bd hién tai cua con gai anh chi da, néu
chung t6i nghi ngd c6 kha nang chét ndo thi ¢6 méi tré thanh mot lya chon.
Nhung, 1an nay, ta chua thé tién hanh viéc d6 duoc. Theo ¥ kién c4 nhan t6i
thi khong can thiét, nhung cac anh chi co chép nhan thu tuc nhu vay
khong?”

Kazumasa gat dau véi Kaoruko roi1 noi, “Thé cling dugce.”

318



“Hiéu r6i. Vay thi t6i xin dugc ban vé van dé nay véi quy vi. Tuy luc
trudce toi cling ¢o hoi 101, nhung hdy xac nhan lai lan nita. Anh chi da co thé
dang ky hién tang cua con gai chua? Hay anh chi timg gi6i thiéu vé hoat
dong cay ghép ndi tang va hién tang cho chau nha trude day chua?”

“Chua, chua hé.”

“Vay thi, trong truong hop chung toi tién hanh bai kiém tra tham dinh
chét ndo theo dung céc tiéu chudn ludt phap va xac nhan dugc bé da chét
n3o, anh chi c6 dong ¥ hién tang con gai minh hay khong?”

Kazumasa quay sang Kaoruko, nhin vao mat c¢6 dy. Anh mat do6 rat dut
khoat, khong thoang tia hoang mang nao ca.

“Vang,” anh dap thé voi bac si Shindou. “T6i mudn hién tang.”

“T6i hiéu rdi. Vay thi, toi sé lién lac véi diéu phdi vién bén d6. Nhiing
thong tin chi tiét vé sau, anh chi ct hoi ho.”

Bac si Shindou ding 1€n, ro1 khoi phong véi nhitng bude chan binh
than.

Kazumasa tho ra. Anh nhin déng ho, ngac nhién nhan ra méi chua dugce
ba gio dong ho ké tir lac anh nhin duoc cudc dién thoai tir ba Chizuko.
Sang nay thirc ddy, trong mo anh cling khong nghi minh s€ trdi qua mdt
ngay thé nay. Nhung day 1a hién thuc. Anh d3 mat con gai, gid dang thuin
¥ hién tang ctia n6. Nhung anh cam thay diéu nay ctr nhu hu nhu thuc vay.

Bén canh anh, Kaoruko da bat may 1én tur luc nao, mét gén chat vao
dién thoai. Man hinh hién thj 4nh hdi bé ctia Mizuho. Thoi con bé con khoe
manh chay choi.

Lai c6 tiéng gd cira, bac si Shindou da quay lai.

“To6i da lién hé véi diéu phdi vien. Mot chdc nita ngudi d6 s& qua”, ong
noi thé roi ngdi xudng ghé, hai tay dan lai trén ban. “Vé tham dinh chét ndo
va quy dinh cdy ghép ndi tang, han hai anh chi ndm duoc kha rd. Nhung

néu van con diém nao chua to, hay ctr thang than hoi di€u phoi vién. Co 1€
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anh chi cling da biét, anh chi van c6 kha nang tu chdi hién tang sau do.”

“Nhu lac 4y, phai khong?”

Khi nghe Kazumasa noi thé, “Ptng 1a nhu vay,” bac si Shindou dap véi
veé nghiém tuc.

“T6i mudn hoi mot diéu co duoc khong?” Kaoruko hoi.

“Chuyén gi thé?”

“T61 mudn xac nhin vé thoi diém tir vong. Ta ting noéi kiém tra tham
dinh chét ndo s& tién hanh hai 14n. Tién hanh 1an mot, dé tréng mot khoang
thoi gian roi tién hanh lai 1an nira. Va 1an tht hai ndy, néu x4c nhén rang da
chét ndo, thoi diém d6 sé trd thanh thoi diém tir vong. Pung vy phai
khong?”

“Pung nhu chi n61.”

“Néu ta tién hanh tham dinh dung thu tyuc thi bao gio méi két thic a?”

“Cha, chuyén nay thi...”, bac si Shindou nhin xudng dong hd deo tay.
“Boi cling ¢6 kha nhiéu viéc phai chuan bi nén khong thé bat dau ngay 1ap
tirc dugc. Ban than viéc tham dinh nay von khong mat thoi gian nhung can
mot khoang nghi ¢ dinh gitra 1an mot va 1an hai. Thuong thi trén 6 tiéng 1a
duoc nhung véi tré chua tron sau tudi thi phai trén 24 giod. Tuy chau nha
minh d3 trén sau tudi nhung van chua thé tinh bang nguoi 16n. Chic ciing
dén tam 10 gio méi duoc. Néu xem xét nhitng yéu cau do, néu c6 nhanh thi
dén chiéu mai mai két thuc kiém tra duge.”

“Ngay mai... tirc 1a, ngay 1 thang Tu s€ 1a ngay tr.”

“Trong truong hop xac nhan chét ndo”, bac si Shindou can trong néi.

“Bac si,” Kaoruko hoi rudén ngudi 1én phia trude. “Ngay do, ta co thé
sap xép thanh 31 thang Ba dugc khong?”

“0”, bac si Shindou tron mat 1én.

“Ngay tu khong phai la mgt thang Tu, ma la hom nay, ngay 31 thang

Ba khong duoc sao? Bo1 vi, hom nay méi chinh xac la ngay ra di cua
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Mizuho.”

Bac si Shindou mang mot gwong mit hoang mang, chuyén cai nhin
sang Kazumasa.

“Co vé nhu gidy phut budc sang thé gidi bén kia, con gai téi di hién
linh. Ngay sau do, tinh trang con bé dot nhién c6 chuyén bién xau.”

Bac si Shindou chang hé che gidu vé mit ngac nhién, guong mit 6ng c6
ve kho xtr. “La chuyén nhu vay sao...”

“Bac si khong tin cling dugc. Tom lai, ngay gio tir vong cua con be co
thé ghi theo nguyén vong cta gia dinh duoc khong?”

Nhung bac si Shindou lic ddu khong chat mui long.

“Pang tiéc 1a khong thé. Khi kiém tra thim dinh chét ndo lan hai tién
hanh va xac nhan 14 cd bé di bi chét ndo, thoi diém do6 chinh thic 1a gio tir
vong, d6 1a quy dinh. Bién ban tir vong khong duoc phép dodi tra.”

Luc d6, Kaoruko nga han nguoi ra sau, ¢ nhin 1én tran nha. Roi ¢o
nhin bac si Shindou vo61 diéu cud1 mia mai.

“Déi tra? Trai tim van con dang dap ma ndi mot nguoi 1a da tir vong thi
khong phai ddi tra? Vay, toi xin hoi béc si, thé nao mai 1a that day? Mong
bac si tra 1o1.”

Bac si Shindou nhin may to vé kho xt, rdi ong ling 18 néi, “T6i chi dwa
theo quy dinh ma thoi. Mot khi da trai quy dinh, 1a déi tra roi.”

Kaoruko hur miii.

“Theo nhiing gi t6i dugc nghe noi, tht d6 mai 1a diéu doi tra. Nhung
ngdy mai 12 ming 1 thang Tu, t6i s& cho qua vi d6 1a Ngay Qudc t& Noi
d6i. Bién ban xac nhan tir vong ciing chi 1a mot manh gidy. Dbi véi toi,
ngay con gai toi tir tran 1a 31 thang Ba. Thoi diém tir vong 14 3 gio 22 phut
sang. Toi dd xem dong ho rdi, chic chin 1a thé. Toi 1a me nod, cling 1a nguoi
tir tay chim soc cho né. Pat nudc ndy, hay nguoi cia chinh quyén di nita,

cac nguoi co thé thay doi ngay tir vong cua dira con gai yéu quy cua toi u?
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Ai c6 noi gi di chang nita, ngay ndé qua doi 1a 31 thang Ba. Chuyén nay
chic chan khong gi thay d6i duoc. - Anh cling nhé ddy nhé.”

“Hiéu rdi,” Kazumasa noi vay roi 16i dién thoai ra. Ho1 lai mot lan nita
ngay gio chinh xac tir Kaoruko, anh luu lai vao may.

“Anh chi con cau héi nao nira khong?”” Bac si Shindou hoi.

“Toi ciing con mot diéu mudn hoi,” Kazumasa gio ngén tro lén.
“Mizuho di & trong tinh trang d6 sudt ba nam rdi. Thé chat con bé nhu vy
lidu c6 thé hién tang duoc khong?”

Bac si Shindou gt dau, “Céau hoi hay day! That ra, t6i ciing khong biét.
Khéng kiém tra thi khong thé noi duoc gi. Nhung theo bac si chu tri thi toi
nghi 13 ¢6 kha ning. Dau dang trong tinh trang nguy kich, ndi tang ctia bé
Mizuho van con rat khoe manh. Tirc 12 chung van ludn hoat dong. Téi cling
c6 cung suy nghi d6. Anh chi biét bénh vién chung t6i goi ca ctia Mizuho 13
gi khong? C6 bé ky tich. Toi cho rang nhat dinh ky tich s& lai xay ra.”

Kazumasa thé hit ra. Sao anh lai c6 cam giac ty hao nhi?

“Pay 1a cAu ndi tuyét voi nhat ching toi nghe duoc tir bac si Shindou
hom nay.”

Lo1 Kaoruko noi véi bac si Shindou, ¢6 chat gi nhu 1a mia mai, khién
ong co6 chut ngai ngung.

Mot lac sau, diéu phdi vién da dén. Khong phai 14 nguoi cach day hon
ba nam, ma la mot phu nir trung tudi.

Chi 4y lich su giai thich nhitng diéu lién quan dén cdy ghép ndi tang,
chuyén nguoi ta s& xtr Iy co thé va ndi tang ciia Mizuho thé nao khi xéac
nhén duogc con bé di bi chét nio.

Kazumasa chi héi ding mot diéu. Néu noi tang ctia Mizuho dugc hién
di, s& dua dén chd dira tré can hién tang nhu thé nao, mong chi ay giai thich
chi tiét.

Cau tra 101 ctia nguoi diéu phdi vién kia chi 13, thyc dang tiéc. Quy dinh
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khong cho phép tiét 1o thong tin diu 1a nguoi hién tang, hay ngudi cho
tang, chi éy néi thé vé&i chat vé ¢6 16i.
“Anh chi théy sa0? Mot khi d3 xac dinh chét ndo theo ding luat, anh
chi co chép nhén hién tang khong?”” Chi éy hoi cau x4c nhan 1an cudi.
Vo chong Kazumasa ciing chang c6 diéu gi dé dan do nita. “Mong chi
I” Ho cui dau cdy nho nguoi ay.
5

Pém hom do, kiém tra tham dinh chét ndo 1an mot dién ra. Khi nguoi ta

gitp do cho

hoi anh c6 muén ding chung kién khong Kazumasa da néi 1a anh chi
chtmg kién 1an mot thoi. Boi nghe ndi can mot khoang thoi gian doi dén
lan thtr hai. Tuy goi 14 1an th{r hai thi két qua cling s& nhu 1an thi nhat ma
thoi, két qua ciing thanh diéu hién nhién roi.

Kaoruko lai noi 1a c6 s& khong chung kién. Khong can thiét, ddi voi co
Mizuho da chét roi.

“Con diéu quan trong hon em phai lam,” c6 da néi thé. Khi anh héi 1am
gi, “Khong phai qua ro rang hay sao?” 1a 101 dap.

“Em phai chuan bi cho 1& cau siéu. Roi 18 tang. C6 nhiéu ngudi phai
bao lam.”

Nhin xudng guwong mit vo minh dang nghiém tic chi muc vao dién
thoai qua 6 ctra s6, Kazumasa nghi ring nguoi co dy da chudn bi bit dau
mdt cudc doi méi rdi.

Anh di ngd cudc tham dinh ndo chét tuong nhu s& 1au la lam chuyén
1am, ai dé khi dung chimg kién lai thdy no két thuc that nhanh. Bai kiém tra
song ndo cd vé mat nhiéu thoi gian ciing chi tam 30 phat. Lau 1dm anh moi
duoc thiy song ndo ctia Mizuho, mot dudng thang bang. Dau ho c6 kiém
tra theo cach gi cling chang hé thay d6i, chic ciing dén lc tir bo réi nhung
céc béac si van kiém tra lai cho that can than. C6 nhirng bai kiém tra anh con

chang hiéu dé lam gi ntra. Nhu bai kiém tra bom nudc vao tai. Ho no1 la dé
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kiém tra cam Ung nhiét, kiém tra xem c6 phan ng ctia nhan cau theo dong
nudc khong. Duong nhu ho dang mudn kiém tra mot vai co quan bén trong
vom tai nhung ho giai thich voi anh toan bang nhitng ciu tir chuyén mén,
Kazumasa chang hiéu dén qua nira. Cac thir nghiém khac thuong chi két
thuc trong vai phat. Vi du nhu kiém tra ddng tir ciing chi mat c6 ching do.

Gio chi con dau muc cudi cung - kiém tra thé. Nghia 13 moi bai kiém
tra déu da chimg thyuc nhimg diéu kién kia.

Céach thirc tién hanh kiém tra nay voi Mizuho dién ra khac véi 18
thuong. Thuong thi nhimg bénh nhan bi nghi ngd chét ndo hay phai gin
may ho hap nhan tao. Trong bai kiém tra ho hap, ho s& g& cai may ho hap
nay ra roi kiém tra xem trong mot khoang thoi gian nhét dinh, nguoi kia c6
thé ty thd noi hay khong. Nhung co thé Mizuho khong c¢6 gan may ho hap
nhan tao. Co thé con bé dugc gan loai méy kich thich ho hap thudc cong
ngh¢ tién tién AIBS. Tuy nhién, hé diéu khién ctia n6 lai nam ngoai co thé,
nén chi can tat cong tic 1a bat dau bai kiém tra ho hp ciia con bé dugc roi.
Pé lam duoc bai kiém tra nay, mot bac si thugc doi nghién ctru AIBS bén
Pai hoc Yoshiaki dd tham gia voi tu cach tu vAn. Nham phong trir bat ctr
van dé gi co thé xay ra trong qua trinh kiém tra.

Trude khi tién hanh kiém tra ho hip, mét luong oxy vira phai duoc
cung cap cho bénh nhan. Tuy nhién, day 1a bai kiém tra mang ganh ning
ning né nhat cho co thé, nén gwong mit cac bac si to ra cuc ky lo lang.

ba ngét dién. Tt ca moi nguoi déu chit muc vao man hinh kiém tra ho
hap. Mot phut, hai phut - thoi gian troi di trong tinh ling. Co cam giac
guong mit ciia Mizuho dang tai dan.

Khong tim ra dau hiéu tu tho, da qua thoi gian kiém tra. Ho lai bat
nguén AIBS 1én. Mizuho bét dau thé. Nhin canh d6 Kazumasa da that su
hiéu ra c6 bé chi c6 thé thé dua vao may moc.

Cu nhu thé, budi kiém tra thiAm dinh chét ndo dau tién két thic. Moi
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diéu kién déu da hoi du.

Kazumasa quay vé nha ngay lap tirc, sang ngay hom sau, anh lai dén
bénh vién. Van con hai tiéng nita méi téi thoi diém dién ra thAm dinh 1an
hai. Co thé Mizuho vin dugc dit nam thang trong phong bénh hom qua.
Trong khi anh con dang ngam nghia guong mit say ngil clia con gai, ba
Chizuko da mang Ikuto téi, 6ng ngoai Shigehiko cling di cung. Ba ngudi
déu mang vé mit dau budn, nhung khong hé c6 dau hiéu ctia nudc mit.

Mot lac sau, Miharu va Wakaba ciing toi. Wakaba lai gan giudng, dat
tay 1én nguc Mizuho. Kazumasa nhé lai hom Kaoruko budng dao xudng,
Wakaba di néi khi 16n 1én s& gitp d& cham séc Mizuho thé nao.

Khéng thidy Kaoruko dau. Nhung chang ai hoi han gi vé chuyén d6. C6
vé nhu moi chuyén c6 iy di ndi ca qua dién thoai. Miharu ciing d3 tro
chuyén v&i anh nhu thé.

“C6 vé nhu chi 4y dang tranh cii nay ltra véi bén nha tang 18. Chi ay ctr
khang khing ngay tir tran 13 31 thang Ba. Nhung bén nha tang 1& mudn lam
chuan theo bién ban tir vong kia.”

“Con bé d6 budng binh 1dm,” ba Chizuko tho dai. “No ndi ring ban
than da chdm s6c Mizuho han hoi r6i, gid ¢ dén bénh vién ciing vo nghia
nén chang chiu di.”

Pung 1a qua budng rdi, Kazumasa ngdm ngoi. C6 18 ¢o dy cho rang mot
khi déng y ching kién kiém tra 1an hai, tirc 1a co ay chap nhan ngay tr
vong do nha nudc dua ra.

C6 tiéng gd ctra, mot nguoi dan ong mic blu tring bude vao. “Ching
t61 s& tién hanh kiém tra tham dinh chét ndo 1an hai,” anh ta 18 phép noi.

Tir trong phong bénh, chiéc bang ca mang Mizuho di. Khong c6 ai theo
ddi budi tham dinh 1an nay. Mot khi da xac nhén 13 chét ndo, Mizuho sé& bi
coi 1a d3 chét, moi ngudi s& tién hanh duy tri thé trang cho viéc cung cip

nodi tang. Pay 14 1an cudi ciing co thé gip con bé trong tinh trang con sdng.
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Vinh biét, ¢6 1én nhé, hiy hanh phtic ¢ thé gidi bén kia - nhiing 10i dua
tién lan luot véi theo. Kazumasa chi im ling. Anh con chang rd minh dang
nghi gi nira.

Thé rdi, khoang hai tiéng sau d6, gia dinh Kazumasa dugc nghe thong
bao két qua trong phong doi.

Kiém tra 1an hai d xac nhan chét ndo. Mizuho tir vong ngay 1 thang
Tu, lac 1 gio 10 phat chiéu.

6

Sau khi két thic 18 cau siéu dém trong ndi bo gia dinh, tién nguoi than
vé, Kazumasa quay lai hoi truong dit linh ciru con gai. Khoang bén muoi
cai ghé xép sin & d6. Mot can phong nho. Néu Mizuho c6 ban bé cing hoc
thi chd nay chic s& hoi hep.

Ca 18 cau siéu 13n 18 tang déu do mot tay Kaoruko chuan bi. Cong ty to
chtrc ciing do c6 ay lya chon. Ngudi ra chi thi xép thu bong thay thé ban be
Mizuho hinh nhu ciing 13 ¢6 ay.

Anh ngdi xudng trudc mit quan tai, nhin 1én di anh. Bitc anh Mizuho
van 1a d6i mat khép lai dep d& dén thé, con bé deo mot cai bang d6 hong.
Quan 4o ciing kh4 1a trang nha.

“Anh dep dung khong,” Kaoruko lai gan, ngdi xudng canh anh.

“Anh ciing dang nghi thé. Ban chao hoi khach qua, anh chang c6 thoi
ngam cho ki nira. Birc anh nay chup lac nao thé?”

“Thang Mgt nam nay. Em cho con bé dn mac that dep, chup cling kha
nhiéu. Pén khi em thay vira long thi thoi,” nhin 1én di anh, c6 ay dap 10i.
“Hang nam déu thé.”

“Hang nam?”, Kazumasa héi, nhin sang guong mat vo.

“Pling. Thang M6t ndm nao ciing thé. Ké tir khi bat dau cham séc con
bé tai nha.”

“Dé lam gi?”
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Kaoruko nhin anh, c¢6 khé cuo1 nhat.

“Anh tudong em nghi rang nhitng ngay nhu thé sé kéo dai mai mai u?”

Anh giat minh. Hang nam, c¢6 déu chup anh 1am anh tho sao?

Kazumasa nhuéng may, “Anh thua em ddy. Pung 1a em van chang thay
d6i gi ca.”

“Pén gid anh méi hiéu sao? Mudn qua day.”

Dung la thé that, anh nhin guong mat dang tuoi cuoi roi lai thu vé vé
nghiém tic cta vo. “Em ciing di vat va roi.”

Kaoruko cham rai lic dau.

“Em khong nghi minh vat va gi ca. Em hanh phtc 1dm. Khi chim lo
cho Mizuho, em c6 cam giac minh dang bao boc sinh ménh chinh minh da
sinh ra, em hanh phiic 1am. Nguoi ngoai co thé thiy em la mot ba me tham
lam nhung ma...”

“Tham lam w, lam gi dén mac...”

“Nhung ma...” Kaoruko néi vay khi ngang dau 1én nhin di anh. “Thé
gian nay c6 nhimg tht tham lam may ciing khong thé bao vé ndi. Va tham
lam vi con céi ctia minh thi chi ¢6 thé 13 ngudi 1am me.” Kazumasa dap lai
anh nhin ctia vo. Mgt anh nhin dir doi ky la. “Néu Ikuto cling thanh ra nhu
thé, em chic chin sé& lai tham lam nhu vay.”

C6 no6i voi giong nhe nhang nhung mang day ap luc. Anh chi con biét
dap lai 4&nh nhin tir c6 ma thoi.

Kaoruko chot gii ma. “Puong nhién, dau cé vit bo sinh mang ndy em
cling sé& bao vé cho bang duoc.”

“Anh ciing thé.”

“Khong sao. Anh cur an tam.”

Co tiéng dong, anh mat Kaoruko hudng téi hoi truong sau lung anh.
Kazumasa ciing quay nhin vé phia do, nguoi dimg d6 qua nim ngoai du

doan. Bac si Shindou. Lan dau tién thay bac si khong mic 4o blu tring.
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Ong cit tiéng chao vo chong Kazumasa.

“Xin 161 vi dd dén mudn. To6i c6 mot ca mod gap. Co thé cho t6i vao thip
mot nén huong khong?”

“Moi bac si,” Kaoruko dap 1oi. Rdi ¢6 ciing dimg day.

“Pé em di xem tinh hinh Ikuto thé nao. Méy cai chan la mui, th.':fmg bé
s€ dap tung ra ngay lap tuc.”

“Hiéu roi.”

Kaoruko rdi ghé, c6 cti chao bac si Shindou rdi budc ra khoi hoi
truong.

Trong b vest, bac si Shindou lai gan chd lu huong. Sau khi nhin 1én di
anh va vai mot lan, ong d6t 1dy mot nén huong. Roi ong chap hai tay lai, Iui
mot budc, vai thém céi nita. Tay ong khong deo theo trang hat. Chic 6ng di
thang tir bénh vién dén. Trong khi 6ng thip huong, Kazumasa ding tiép.

Bac si Shindou ro1 ban tho, quay sang phia Kazumasa. “Thoi, anh cu
ngdi.”

“Mong bac si cling ctr thong tha. Néu nhu khong chuyén gi can di gip.”

“Vang,” bac si Shindou dap vdy roi ngdi xudng cai ghé canh do,
Kazumasa clung ngéi Xuéng.

“Luc ndo bac si cling dén tham du 1& cau siéu va tang 1& cta bénh nhan
minh phu trach sao?”

“A khong,” bac si Shindou lic dau. “Téi cling mudn thé lam nhung hau
nhu t6i khong ra mit. Néu tham du tit ca thi phan may céi than ra ciing
khong du.”

Dung la thé that, Kazumasa gat dau. “Vay Mizuho la ngoai 1€?”

“Vang, truong hop dac biét,” bac si Shindou nhin cham cham 1€n ban
tho.

“T6i chua thay héi tiéc voi di thé nao nhu thé.”

“Hoi tiéc... u? Véi bac si, day vinh vién 1a bi an nhi?”
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“Pung, dung nhu anh noi,” trong 16i ndi ciia vi bac si ngoai khoa than
kinh khong hé c6 ¥ dua.

Ngay sau hom ra két qua tham dinh chét ndo, nguoi ta di ldy noi tang
khoi co thé Mizuho. Theo két qua kiém nghiém, ndi tang hoan toan du ti¢u
chuan dé cay ghép. That dang ngac nhién, ho da néi lai v6i anh nhu vay.

That ra, bac si Shindou di néi mudn mod kham nghiém ndo bg ctia con
bé sau khi tién hanh ldy noi tang ra khoi co thé.

Nio bd ctia Mizuho thuc su d3 ra sao, chic ong cling mudn kiém tra
thir.

Kazumasa di ban bac thir vi Kaoruko. “Nhat quyét tir chdi,” d6 1a cau
tra 101 ctia cd. Bac si Shindou di rat that vong.

Ngay mai, di thé ctia Mizuho s& duoc dua di hoa thiéu. Moi thir s& két
thuc, s& mai mai 1a mot ddu hoi. Ndo bd con bé dang ¢ trong tinh trang thé
nao, ta vinh vién khong thé biét duoc.

“Tir tran ngdy 31 thang Ba nhi?”” Bac si Shindou nhin géc ban thd. Mot
cai bang viét nhu vay dat & d6. Thuong nguoi ta khong dung nhing thir
nhu thé dé trang tri. Pay lai 1a mot diém buéng binh khac ¢ Kaoruko.

“Vo toi ctt khong chiu. Co ay khing khing Mizuho da ra di vao lic ay.”

Hinh nhu bao tang v&i nha su nhu thé. Thanh ra, luc doc kinh ciu siéu
cling khan theo vay luon. Trir nhitng phan lién quan dén thu tuc chinh thirc
thi van phai chiéu theo bién ban tir vong, moi thtr khac déu tuan theo ngay
tor 1a hom 31 thang Ba.

Kazumasa khong néi niang gi. Anh khong nghi minh c6 quyén néi dong
vao chuyén do.

“Anh nghi sao vé vu nay,” bac si Shindou hoi. “Anh nghi con gai minh
da mat tir thoi diém nao?”

Kazumasa nhin guong mat vi bac si. “Mot cau hoi nhay cam déy.”

“DPung 1a nhu vay. Nhung t61 c6 chut hing tha.”
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“Theo bién ban tir vong, mot gid ngay mung 1 thang Tu.”

“Anh chip nhan nhu thé sao?”

“Cha,” anh khoanh tay lai. “Néu néi 16i that tam thi khong phai vay.
Xét truong hop khi t6i dong ¥ hién tang con bé, tién hanh tham dinh chét
ndo, xac nhan s& xép vao dién tir vong. Néu khong dong y, khong thé tién
hanh tham dinh, duong nhién khong thé xem xét 1a da tir vong, xét theo
kiéu gi day cling 1a mot diu luat ky di. Néu xép nguoi chét ndo vao dang
tir vong, thi Mizuho da chét ké tir ngay hé xay ra tai nan nam do roi.”

“Vay, d6i v6i anh d6 1a ngay mét cia con bé?”

“Khoéng,” Kazumasa lic dau. “Téi van c6 do dy riéng. Ngay hom do,
tdi thuc su cadm nhan Mizuho van con séng.”

“Vay la, anh ton trong suy nghi ciia vg minh.”

“Vang,” anh gat dau, tay day day phan thai duong. “Pung vay. Toi
mudn suy nghi mét cach than trong. Chét ndo khong c6 nghia 1a chét. Cai
chét ctia Mizuho chinh 13 lac noi tang bi 1ay khoi ngudi con bé vao ngay
mung hai thang Tu chang?”

“Than trong 1a sao?”

“Y t6i 13, thoi diém tim con bé ngimg dap.”

Bac si Shindou mim mdi trong khi Kazumasa né nu cuoi.

“Vay nghia 13, ddi v6i anh, con gai anh van séng. Boi trai tim con bé
van dang dap ¢ ddu d6 trén thé gidi nay.”

“A... t01 hiéu roi.”

Anh hiéu y nghia trong nhiing tir bac si Shindou néi. Anh nghe noi
nguoi ta da ly trai tim khoi co thé Mizuho, cdy ghép cho mot dira tré nao
do.

O dau @6 trén thé gidi nay u?

Cach nghi do6 cling khong t¢, Kazumasa nghi vay.
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PHAN KET

B& da noéi roi. Nhitng thir khong can nita thi phai chi dong vt di. Boi
vi ddy ciing 1 co hoi t6t dé loai bo nhiing thir khong con can thiét. Nhiing
mén do dau co chat chia bao ky niém, thuong ta cling c6 bao gio ¢d ¥ 16i
chung ra dé ngam nghia dau co cht. L& c6 vit di mat, ciing dau dén ndi
nao. Mot khi da vt di roi thi dau c6 thay héi han gi nira.

Nghe theo 15i bd, Sougo quang hét nhirng thir d6 khong can thiét vao
t0i rac. Mén do choi nay chic cling khéng dung dén nita. Cudn sach nay
cling khong doc nira roi. Cai gi day? A, moén d6 1am trong gio thu cong hoi
16p ndm day ma. Thoi, vut di.

Trong luc dang don ta Am tudng, cau 16i ra mot thi gidy to tudng. Khi
mo ra xem thir, cAu bé ngac nhién. Bén trong d6 14 mot nghin con hac gidy.
Nhét ciing voi ca gidy mau nita.

Khong duogc, khong dugc. Khong vut cai nay di dugc. Pay 1a kho bau
quan trong ma. Sougo ciing 4m tham thdy nguong nging khi da quén bién
di su ton tai cta cai ti gidy nay.

May chti cong nhan gitp chuyén do dén mot tiéng sau d6. D6 choi hay
d6 dién, ho lan luot khudn di hét dam thung cac tong 1an thung gd, Sougo
nhin canh d6 véi chit xuc cam ky la. Tuy chi ¢ can hd ndy tim hai nim
théi nhung ban than ciu cling van c6 nhitng ky niém riéng véi nd. Dau sao
cling dau chi toan nhitng ky niém khong hay. Pung vay. Boi day 1a ngoi
nha noi Sougo va b me da cung sdng sau khi vuot qua mot birc tudng cuc
ky trac trd.

Sau khi d3 don hét do dac, cau cung bd me, ba nguol nhin quanh can
hd. Mot can ho 2DK* khong 16n nén don mot thoang la xong.

“Chiing ta da séng tot mot noi chat hep nhu thé nay nhi,” bd nghiém tac
noi. “Chéng con cich nao ma. Lac do, ta chi wu tién dia diém thoi,” me dap

lai.
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Leo 18n cai 6 to bo 1ai, ca nha xuat phat dén noi & méi. Ma khong, ding
ra ciing khong thé goi 1a méi. Phai goi 1 vé chon cii. Ngoi nha cdu da & dén
tan ba nam trudc.

“Thang sau, Sougo ciing tré thanh hoc sinh cip hai roi. Ping 13 mot
khoang thoi gian dai,” bd vira xoay vo ling vira noi.

“N6 mudn vao cau lac bd bong 10 déy,” me ngéi bén canh noi.

“Con da quyét gi dau.”

“Vay sao? Cau lac bo bong ro cling dugc ma. Tham gia di. Ngoai ra,
con gi nira nhi? Cau lac b bong da?”

“Con d3 nodi 1a con chua quyét gi ma.”

“Hay ta chon cau lac b boi. Néu 1a vao cau lac bo do thi chéng tdn tién
mua dung cu dau.”

“Anh noi gi thé. Gid do boi cling dat 1am day. C6 ca loai d6 boi high-
tech n{ra ma.”

“Vay co a? Vay thi cau lac bg thé duc nhé. Bén do thi chéng can dao cu
gi luén.”

B4 me ctr n6i may chuyén linh tinh. C6 1& hai ngudi vui vi ¢6 thé néi
chuyén vé thé thao nhu thé.

O to dimng lai chd dén do. Sougo nhin ra ngoai cira xe. Con dudng quen
thudc lot vao tim mat. Con duong tir trudng vé nha ngay trudc.

“Quan mi kia van con kia”, Sougo chi vio mot quan hang.

“Thi van thé ma. Méi ¢ ba nim thoi, 1am gi da mét duoc dau”, bd néi,
mat van nhin thiang vé phia trude.

Nhin khung canh chung quanh, nhitng méanh ky e trdi diy trong long
cau.

“B6 0i,” cau goi. “Bb cho con xudng day di.”

“0, sao thé?”

“Con muon di by vé tu day.”
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“Trdi, sao phién ha vay?”

“Ciling dugc ma anh. Lau 1im méi vé day, chic con mudn di bo chut
nhi. Con nh¢é duong chi?” Mg hoi.

“Nh¢ chir. Hién nhién ma me.”

Pén chuyén sang xanh. “Panh chiu vay,” bb noi thé roi tp xe vao 18
duong. “Cam di tat déy nhé,” me noi1 véi Sougo thé. “Con biét r61,” ciu bé
dap lai.

Cau vua nhin dong xe di lai vira bude di. Pay la con duong tu truong
tiéu hoc vé nha. Co6 nham mat ciing vé duoc dén nha.

Pén nga tiép theo, cau bé ré& trai. Mot con duong khong 16n 1lam. Cang
tién vao sdu, cang yén tinh.

D6 1a con duong ba nim mdy thang trudc, cdu di di. Phai noi 1a gan
nhu ngay nao ciling di. Lich trinh d6 dat doan do mét su vu bat ngo.

Trong mdt gio thé duc, ciu chot théy co thé minh nang triu, mét chot
hoa 1én va cam thay khé thé. Pinh goi gido vién nhung khong thé thot ndi
thanh 101.

Tiép theo, moi thir trudc méat tdi sim lai.

Luc tinh day, Sougo di thdy minh nim trén giudng trong bénh vién.
Mat bi bit kin béng mat na thd oxy.

Theo 101 bac si tr mot bénh vién cau chua tung nghe qua tén, cling
khong 1o chi tiét thé nao, nhung tim cau co6 di tat bam sinh. Chung bénh
nay con rat ning nita, phau thuat khong thé chira tri duoc.

Chi c6 cach cay ghép tim méi ctru nbi.

Sougo nhdp vién dé nhan cdy ghép. Chd d6 kha xa nha, bd me quyét
dinh chuyén di. Me cau bo viéc, ngay ngay dén bénh vién chim soc cho
cau.

Ban bé gip nghin con hac gidy, mang ca tip vo dén cho cdu nita. Trong

khi n6i nhitng 101 cam on 10ng tot ctia moi nguoi, trong 10ng cau bé lai thdy

333



ghen ti khi ban bé khoe manh thé.

“Khong sao. Céy ghép duoc 101, con lai khoe manh vui choi duoc thoi,”
me d nodi vdy nhung nhimg 161 d6 day mui déi tra. Luc bay gid, Sougo con
chua hiéu rd 1dm nhung gio ngdm lai moi thir déu 6 rang.

Tuy ngudi ta néi chi can cdy ghép tim 1a c6 thé dugc ciru, nhung d6 1a
trong truong hop c6 ngudi hién tim. Nhung gan nhu khong thé trong doi
vao viéc hién tang cho tré con & Nhat Ban.

Hi vong duy nhét 14 di cdy ghép ¢ nudc ngoai thoi. Luc bay gio, Sougo
nhd bd me c6 nodi dén chuyén nay.

Can mét khoan chi phi cuc ky 16n. Chua ké, tinh trang Sougo luc do, di
chuyén trong hanh trinh dai cuc ky nguy hiém - vé mit bd da rat khon kho
ra sao. Khi nghe chuyén, me da c6 ging nudt nudc mit thé nao, nhiing diéu
d6 van con tuoi nguyén trong ky trc.

Khoang ntra ndm sau khi nhap vién, Sougo roi vao tinh trang nguy
bach. C6 nhitng ltc mat di ¥ thirc. K& ca khi c6 nguoi ghé vao gdi tro
chuyén, cau cling khong thé dap lo1.

Chac chét roi, cau di nghi vay. Cau khong con c6 thé guong day khoi
giwdng nira, ¢o 18 sip ra di. Cau bé di nghi, thé ciing tét. Nhitng ngay kho
s&, mat ty do ciling chang c6 niém vui thé nay, sdng cling chang dé lam gi.

Chat vat 1am moi gitt ndi mang, nhung tinh trang van nguy kich nhu
thé. Sougo phai ddi mit véi cai chét hang ngay.

Giira tn tham kich d6, diéu ky diéu da xay ra.

Nguoi hién tang di xuét hién, cu duoc ghép tang, cAu chuyén d6 da
bay t61 nhu canh nhan. Tuy cau khong voi tin ngay nhung c6 vé dung 1a su
that. Sau do, cau bé cling chéng con biét chuyén nao voi chuyén nao ntra.
Cau bi chuyén téi nhiéu noi, nguoi ta so nin than thé ciu, nghe tiéng bao
ké xi xdo0 ban tan. Khi nguoi ta dwa vao trong phong phau thuat, bd me co

tién cdu di. Me chép tay lai nhu khan cau than Phat.
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Tir d6, cdu chang con nhé gi nita. Lic md mat ra, canh sic chung quanh
da d6i khac. D6 1a phong diéu tri tip trung.

Cau nghe bao da phiu thut ghép tim xong, moi thir déu thanh cong.

D6 1a ngay mung 2 thang Tu, clia ba nam vé trude.

Tir d6, cdu van tiép tuc cudc doi trong bénh vién. Nhung ¥ nghia ciia no
da khac hoan toan véi trudc ca phiu thuat. Tir nhitng ngdy dang dic doi
cho cdy ghép ma chang biét ¢ doi ndi hay khong, gid muc tiéu mdi ngay 1a
duoc xudt vién. Cau bé tap ngdi day, tap di lai, moi thir déu chira dung khat
khao sdng.

Cau c6 thé di that xa ma khong thdy mét. An ciling thdy ngon miéng.
Cau c6 thé gao that to. Nhirng diéu hién nhién d6 lai 1am c4u thiy vui dén
vay.

Trong luc tap phuc hoi, cau con két dwoc ban méi nita. N6i 1a ban
nhung ngudi ndy hon cdu dén hon sau muoi tudi. Mot ong cu gdy go ngoi
xe lan, lic nao cling mang theo cay dan ukelele bén minh.

“N6 1a niém vui ‘doc nhéat’ ctia 6ng ddy, co thé dan lai hay nhu thé nay
dung 1a mot gidc mo,” ong cu vui vé ndi vai chat giong ky di.

Cau hoi ra méi biét réng méy nam trudc Ong bi tai nan, chan thuong ¢,
chan tay hoan toan khong thé ctr dong duoc. Nhung ong d3 duoc phiu
thuat, cdy vao nguoi loai cong nghé tién tién giup ctr dong tro lai.

“N6 thu vé nhirng song tin hi€u phat ra tir ndo bo, bat duoc tin hiéu yéu
cau cir dong chan tay, roi bo thiét bi dat & lung cua minh s€ truyén tin hiéu
nay vao tiy sdng, giup tay éng ctr dong duoc nhu ndy niy,” éng cu lung
ting gay nhitng day dan ukelele. “Tuy 6ng khong biét 1a do ai, & dau lam
ra, nhung nguoi do da phat minh ra mdt thir tuyét voi. Y hoc tai that.”

Cau chuyén cta dng cu quéa cao siéu so v4i tam hiéu biét ctia Sougo
nhung, y hoc tai that, diém nay thi cau be cuc ky déng tinh.

Ba thang sau ca phau thuat, Sougo xudt vién. Rdi dén khoang hon hai
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nam sau do, cdu tré vé voi can hd ngdy xua.

B6 me cdu chuyén nha vé gan bénh vién nhung van khéng ban di cin
ho cii ma dé cho thué.

Gid ddy, Sougo dang di bd trén con duong vé ngdi nha cau di ting
song, va tir gio sé tiép tuc sdng. Nhung cau bé xudng xe khong phai vi
muén duge tin hudng cam gidc di bo noi con dudng xua.

Muc ti€u cua cau bé la can nha vuon do.

Cian nha c6 ¢ bé xinh dep say ngt trén xe lin. Chang hiéu sao, tir sau
ca phau thuat, cau da méy 14n mo théy can nha do.

Sougo c6 cam giac noi d6 nhu dang goi cau.

Nhung...

Khi cdu dén thi cin nha di khong con nita. Ca cin nha, birc tudng rao
1an canh cong da bién mat. N6 trd thanh mot khoang dat trong. Khong thé
tim thady dugc bat ky dau tich nho nao. Trong mot thoang, ciu bé da ngd
can nha chi nhu mét 4o anh.

Cau thd dai, dom budce chan di. Giay phut do, cau bé chot théy nhu
thoang huong hoa hong dau day.

Lai thé rdi, cau dung chan dung lai. Ké tr sau ca phau thuat, cau
thuong cam thiy diéu nay. Nhung, chung quanh chiang hé c6 hoa hong.

Sougo khé& khang dit tay 1én nguc. Huong hoa hong liéu ¢6 phai luu lai
ttr chil nhan trudce cua trai tim nay khong?

Va, cau cling chic chin duoc mot diéu. Nguoi trao cho cau sinh mang
dang quy nay di duoc bao boc bang tinh yéu thuong sau sic, dwom huong

hoa hong, han da ting rat hanh phuc.
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Chu thich

Chiéu 1a don vi do dién tich ctia Nhat, khoang 13m?2.

Hemoglobin, tén thudng goi 1 huyét sic td, 1a mot loai protein chira sit
lam nhiém vy van chuyén O, tir ph6i dén cac co quan va van chuyén CO,
tir cac co quan vé phoi.

Hoi ching Lazarus hay con goi 1 “chét di séng lai”, day 1a mot hién
tuong hiém gap khi mau dot ngot luu thong tro lai khi moi hoat dong ctru
chita da két thuc.

Cin ho 2LDK 1a can ho ¢6 2 phong ngu, phong khach, bép, phong an
riéng.

can ho 2DK 1a can ho ¢6 2 phong ngu va mot phong DK (vira 1a phong
an vira 1a bép).

Frankenstein 13 quai vat trong tiéu thuyét gia tuong cung tén cta nit nha
van Anh, Mary Shelley (1797-1851).

Monjayaki 12 mot loai mén nuéng thap cam cta Nhat. Cac loai nguyén
liéu duoc thai nho, tron déu véi sdt va dem rai 1én nuong trén bé mat bép
nudng.

Thia hagashi 13 loai thia nho det dau, chuyén dung dé an monjayaki.

Gunma la mot tinh nam & phia tay bac, cach Tokyo khong xa.

Monnaka la cach goi tat cia Monzennakachou, mot khu phé nam &
Tokyo.

Singapore Sling dugc xem la mot trong nhitng loai cocktail mang tinh
biéu tuong nhat thé 2161, nguyén ban gém ruQu gin, ruou vi so-ri, ruou
ngot Benedictine, nudc ép luyu va nudc ép dira Sarawak.

Gin-tonic 1a mot loai cocktail vi thanh mat, nguyén ban gém ruQu gin,
nude Tonic, va chanh tuwoi cit 1at.

quan ruou Izakaya 1a quan nhau phong cach truyén thong ctia Nhat.

ném forkball tim thap 12 mot k§ thuat ném boéng tam thap voi duong
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bong hiém trong bong chay.

canh chim xanh 1a mot series phim hoat hinh Nhat san xut nim 1980
vé hai anh em Chiruchiru va Michiru bén ba khap chdn dé tim ‘canh chim
xanh’ mang lai hanh phuc.

ching glaucoma la mot loai bénh khong thé chita khoi, gay ton hai dén

than kinh thi giac va 13 nguyén nhan hang dau gay khiém thi trén thé gioi.
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